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Adelaide Dolphin Sanctuary
Places of Interest
   Inne r Port

The water f r ont a r e a s  a round  Port Ad ela id e a r e pe r fect locations to s pot d olphins
by la nd , pa rticula rly in the coole r m onths. Elevated  points like brid g e s  a nd
lookouts a r e id e a l for d olphin watching.

Facilitie s : Boat r a m p at Birkenhe a d  beach only suitable for kayaks or s m a ll
ve s s els. Guid e d  walks, boat tour s, coffe e s hops, toilets , re staur a nts a nd  s hops.

https://portrivercruis e s .com .au/

   N orth Arm

The N orth Arm  is a s tretch of s hallow water s outh of Ga r d e n Isla nd . The a r e a  is id e a l
for fis hing a nd  ka yaking. Tid e s a r e strong throug h this a r e a  s o check the cond itions
a nd  for eca st befor e you hea d  out. The a r e a  is  popula r for d olphin watching a nd  ha s
s om e va nta g e points to watch from  la nd , includ ing the Tor r ens Isla nd  Brid g e.
A unique fe a ture of the a r e a  is the Ga r d en Is la nd  Ship’s Gr a veya r d , the
la r g e s t a nd  m ost d iver s e s hips ’ g r aveya r d  in Austr a lia acce s s ible to ka yaker s .
Dis pe r s e d  over five s ites, in quiet backwater s, a r e the rem a ins of a va rie d  g roup of
s a iling , stea m , m otor a nd  s e rvice ves s els.

https://www.environm ent.s a .g ov.au/topics /he rita g e/m a r itim e-he r ita g e/
vis iting -m a ritim e-he rita g e-places/s hipwreck-tra ils/g a r d e n-isla nd

N o f acilitie s .

   Ga r d e n Isla nd

One of the m ost popula r s pots  in the Ad ela id e Dolphin Sa nctua r y, Ga r d en Isla nd
is of surpris ingly s tunning beauty. Acces s ible by the Tor r ens  Isla nd  Brid g e, Ga r d en
Is la nd  is  a pa d d le r s ’ pa r a d is e with g ood  opportunitie s  to s ee d olphins in s ha llow a nd
protected  water s . The a re a  als o fe a ture s a boa r d walk a m ong st the m a ng rove s
a nd  g r e a t bir d life. Seve r a l m a ng rove creeks ca n be explor e d  by ka yak on hig h tid e
a nd  in s om e ca s e s  they ca n re a ch s eve r a l kilom etre s into the m a ng rove for e s t.

Facilitie s : Boat r a m p, ka yak tour s , toilets, picnic a r e a  a nd  BBQ, boa r d walk, pa rking.
http://www.a d ventureka yak.com .au/
https://d olphins a nctua r yka yaktour s.com .au/

   Ba rke r Inlet

Ba rke r Inlet is a tid a l inlet of Gulf St Vincent. It conta ins  one of the s outhe rnm os t
m a ng rove for e s ts in the world , s e a g r a s s  m e a d ows, a nd  is  a n im porta nt fis h
a nd  s hellfis h nur s e r y habitat.
The inlet s epa r a te s  Tor r ens Isla nd  a nd  Ga r d en Isla nd  from  the m a inla nd  a nd  is
cha r a cte ris e d  by a network of tid a l creeks , a rtificially d eepe ne d  cha nnels a nd  wid e
m ud flats .
Vis itor s  ca n e a s ily s pot d olphins , sting r a ys a nd  s eve r a l s pecie s  of s e a bir d s ,
s hor ebird s  a nd  water fowl. Som e of the bir d s  live a nd  bree d  in the a r e a  (pie d  a nd
s ooty oys te rcatche r s , s ilver gulls, black-face d  a nd  pie d  corm or a nts, re d -ca ppe d
plover s ), othe r s  r a ng e over a la r g e a r e a , but com e he re to bree d  (Austr a lia n
pelica ns, ca s pia n a nd  fa ir y te rns ).

This  a re a is  only acce s s ible by boat a nd  ka yak. N o fa cilitie s .

   Tor r ens Isla nd  a nd  Qua r a ntine Station

Tor r ens Isla nd  conta ins two power stations a nd  a cons e rvation pa rk that cover s
m ore tha n 70% of the is la nd .
Tor r ens Isla nd  is a d ja cent to Port Ad ela id e a nd  Oute r Ha rbor a nd  wa s  tr a d itiona lly
utilis e d  by the Kaurna people. Following Europe a n s ettlem ent, the isla nd  wa s  us e d
a s  a Qua r a ntine Station for im m ig r a nts  who a r r ive d  by s e a.
Tod a y, the s ite is rem a rkably intact a nd  evoke s the expe riences  of thos e placed  in
qua r a ntine from  1880 to the 1950s. Mos t of the build ing s on the s ite d a te from
1912 to 1916, but pa rts  of the orig ina l nineteenth century s tation rem a in.

Only acces s ible throug h the AGL power s tation. Tour s ava ilable via
SA Ma ritim e Mus eum . N o fa cilitie s .
http://m a ritim e.his tor y.s a .g ov.au/

   N orth Haven Ma rina

The N orth Haven Ma rina  includ e s a public boat r a m p, a yacht club a nd  a n
extens ive private m a rina . Dolphins  often venture he r e looking  for fis h in the
protected  water s .

Facilitie s : Boat r a m p, toilets, re staur a nts a nd  s hops
 

    Brea kwater at Oute r Ha rbor

Both the Long-nos e d  fur s e a l a nd  the end a ng e r e d  Austr a lia n s e a  lion haul out on
the rocks of this bre a kwater a nd  ca n be s potte d  throug hout the yea r. The bre a kwate r
als o ha s  one of the big g e st bree d ing colonie s of blackfa ce d  corm or a nts.

Only acces s ible by boat. N o fa cilitie s.

    Outer Ha rbor

Sever a l lookouts a nd  s e ating fa cilitie s m ake Outer Ha rbor a g r e a t place for d olphin
viewing . Check out the tim e s  when tug boats or othe r big ves s els a r e entering a nd
lea ving the port a s d olphins often bow rid e in f ront of them  a s they pa s s  Outer
Ha rbor. This  m akes for a g re at photo opportunity.

Facilitie s : Viewing platform s, pla yg round  a nd  s e a ting.
https://portm is.flind e r s ports .com .au/#

    Bir d  Isla nd

Bir d  Isla nd  is a s a nd  is la nd  form e d  a fte r the Oute r Ha rbour bre akwate r wa s built
a nd  s hipping term ina ls wer e d r e d g e d  in the 1970s. The isla nd  now supports a n
a m a zing d ive r s ity of bir d life; it form s  a s ig nifica nt roost a nd  fee d ing s ite for both
m ig r a tor y a nd  non-m ig r a tor y s hor ebir d s , a nd  is  a bre e d ing rooker y for s e a bir d s
s uch a s  the end a ng e r e d  fa ir y ter n. Bir d  Isla nd  is als o hom e to South Austr alia ’s
la r g e s t pe rm a nent Austr a lia n pelica n colony outs id e the Coorong.

Due to s ig nifica nt bir d  bree d ing activity, we a s k that you d o not la nd  on the is la nd ,
obs e rving the bir d s  from  your boat or ka yak is the bes t wa y to a ppreciate them ,
while m inim is ing  d isturba nce. 

Dog s  s hould  not be taken to the isla nd  at a ny tim e d ue to pe riod ic fox control
m ea sure s a nd  the ris k of d is turba nce to the bird s .

N o f acilitie s .

    St Kild a

St Kild a  is the m os t utilis e d  acces s  point for the northe rn s ections of the Ba rke r Inlet
a nd  the Sa nctua r y. The boat r a m p is best suited  for power boats a nd  attr a cts
m a ny vis itor s to the a r e a . St Kild a  is a g r e a t s pot for bir d  watching a nd  ha s  one of the
best pla yg round s  in the state.
Once on the water, the a r e a  is  of g re a t beauty. Shallow wate r, s e a g r a s s  a nd  s a nd ba r s
attr a ct both fis he r m en a nd  d olphins  alike.
A m a ng rove tra il provid e s  beautiful views over Ba rke r Inlet a nd  the m a ng rove fore s t.
For m or e d eta ils  vis it the City of Salis bur y’s webs ite.
https://www.s alisbury.s a .g ov.au/activitie s /com m unity-fa cilitie s-a nd -pa rks /
pa rks-a nd -fa cilitie s/st-kild a -m a ng rove-tra il-a nd -inter pr etive-centre

Facilitie s : Boat r a m p, toilets, picnic a nd  BBQ a r e a , playg round , re staur a nts, s hops
a nd  pa rking.

    Port Gawler 

The a r e a  of Port Gawler now als o form s pa rt of the Ad ela id e Internationa l Bird
Sa nctua r y N a tiona l Pa rk - W ina ityina ityi Pa ngka r a .
Port Gawler wa s once the m a in tr a ns port hub for the centr a l a r e a  of the Ad ela id e
Pla ins . In the 1920’s a fir e d e stroye d  the wha r f, but the a re a continues to be a popula r
fis hing location. Port Gawler ’s s a ltm a r s h, tid a l flats , beach a nd  m a ng rove a r e a s  provid e
roos ting a nd  fee d ing  habitat for a va riety of m ig r a tor y a nd  r e s id ent s horebir d s .
W hile you’re the re you m a y s ee the critically end a ng e re d  ea ste rn curlew
for a g ing  on the tid a l flats, king fis he r s  pe rche d  in the m a ng rove s , or re d  ca ppe d
plover s  ne s ting on the beach. Rem em ber to keep your eye out for the r a r e bitter-bus h
blue butter fly that rely on the coa stal bitte r-bus h pla nts.

N o f acilitie s .
https://www.pa rks.s a .g ov.au/pa rks/a d ela id e-interna tiona l-bir d -s a nctua r y-nationa l-pa rk
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