
YOUR LANDSCAPE LEVY
The SA Arid Lands Landscape Board (SAAL) oversees the management of a landscape 
covering more than half of South Australia – an area greater than 500,000 square kilometres.

To assist the board in meeting its 
statutory responsibilities under the 
Landscape South Australia Act, 2019, 
a land-based levy and a water levy are 
collected annually. This enables the 
board to deliver programs across the 
region and seek additional funding from 
government and industry to further 
increase outcomes. 
The board manages the region’s natural 
resources with a focus on five key 
priorities; 
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•	People and 
Partnerships 

•	Climate Resilient 
Region

•	Sustainable Land 
Management

•	Protecting and 
Enhancing Biodiversity 

•	Water Management.
In 2024/25, the board’s 
combined funding 
contributed to activities 
in this brochure.

SA Arid Lands region

Your Landscape Levy at work 2024/25



 

PEOPLE AND PARTNERSHIPS
•	Hosted two Aboriginal Engagement 

network meetings
•	Supported school incursions 

with Quorn Area School, Flinders 
Children’s Centre, Port Augusta 
Secondary School and Caritas 
College with the Marine Discovery 
Centre and Child and Nature Play 
Week 

•	Delivered an introduction to radio 
tracking session with Marree 
Aboriginal School students

•	Supported professional development 
training for teachers in the Port 
Augusta-Quorn district

•	Delivered snake and venomous 
animal awareness training in 
Andamooka

•	Hosted a regional board meeting in 
Roxby Downs and Andamooka

•	Delivered family fun days at 
Oodnadatta, Iron Knob, Aroona Dam, 
Mt Little, Moongi and Mannahill

•	Staged a second Indigenous Ranger 
Gathering on Nukunu Country

•	Hosted an Outback Ladies Muster in 
Hawker, attended by more than 90 
women

•	Delivered International Rangelands 
Congress pre-conference tours in 
the Marla-Oodnadatta, Kingoonya 
and Gawler Ranges districts

•	Delivered Native Plant Propagation 
workshops at Hawker, Quorn and 
Iron Knob

•	Continued the Growing Native 
Gardens initiative in the Port 
Augusta-Quorn district

•	Launched the Growing Native Cover 
program in the Gawler Ranges 
district

•	Supported 18 Grassroots Grants 
projects worth almost $150,000

•	Produced quarterly Across the 
Outback newsletters, including two 
printed editions

•	Reviewed and reprinted Andy the 
Ant and the Legendary Tracks of the 
Marree-Innamincka Region brochure

•	Supported land managers and 
community in natural resource 
management activities across the 
Gawler Ranges, Kingoonya, Marla-
Oodnadatta, Marree-Innamincka, 
North East Pastoral, North Flinders 
and Port Augusta-Quorn districts

•	Hosted 20 District Group 
meetings. Groups were supported 
by six Community Landscape 
Officers (CLOs) to connect with 
SAAL programs and work with 
communities, land managers and 
stakeholders around landscape 
management issues and concerns, 
including pest and weed control

•	Deployed song meters and trained 
on-Country rangers in monitoring for 
the Plains Wanderer

•	Suported the Port Augusta 
Coastcare Group meetings

•	Worked with School of the Air 
students with a focus on sustainable 
agriculture and environmental 
science topics

At a National Tree Day 
event at Yunta racecourse, 
trees were planted 
to provide shade and 
amenity at the site for 
years to come. Twenty 
people joined the planting, 
including Donna Gaskin, 
Janeen Groom and Arie 
Gaskin who planted trees 
and installed tree guards. 
All attendees enjoyed 
lunch and activity booklets 
were provided for children.

�
CLIMATE 
RESILIENT 
REGION 

•	Delivered the Pastoral Field Day with 
600 attendees

•	Delivered a Regenerative Grazing 
Workshop at Pine Grove

•	Delivered carbon workshops in Port 
Augusta, Kingoonya, Quorn, Cradock 
and Bindarrah

•	Delivered a Landscape Rehydration 
workshop with Mulloon Institute in 
Kingoonya

•	Developed a prospectus highlighting 
the Building Pastoral Sustainability 
project

•	Developed an Ecologically 
Sustainable Rangelands 
Management (ESRM) Plan and 
delivered two on-Country events 
with Kokatha Aboriginal Corporation

The second SA Arid Lands Pastoral Field Day, held at the Port Augusta Racecourse in March, was 
attended by more than 600 people. The event included 54 different stalls, eight presentations and 
five demonstrations and a specially-designed program of activities for School of the Air students 
in the afternoon. Highlights of the day included a panel session featuring representatives from 
the SA Arid Lands Landscape Board, Pastoral Board, Livestock SA and the Outback Communities 
Authority; a fashion parade featuring merino wool and the joint Pastoral Field Day and Isolated 
Children’s Parents Association dinner.



SUSTAINABLE LAND MANAGEMENT 
•	Wild dog management support 

included 73 bait injection services to 
distribute 58,681 injected baits and 
35,970 subsidised manufactured 
baits to 120 properties

•	Provided 300 fox baits to three 
properties, 30kg of rabbit oat baits 
to one property and 60kg of pig bait 
pellets to one property

•	Supported a virtual fencing trial and 
a tagged sheep trial, with results 
presented at a Virtual Field Day

•	Offered subsidised Chemcert 
Accreditation in the North East 
Pastoral district

•	Delivered a Landscape Function 
workshop in the North East Pastoral

•	Conducted soil testing and pasture 
assessments for 15 properties

•	Held sheep eID workshops at Quorn 
and Bindarrah

•	Mapping of Buffel across the region, 
control of African Rue in the North 
East Pastoral and North Flinders 
districts, and Pepper Tree control with 
the use of a drill and fill machine in 
the Port Augusta-Quorn District

•	Monitored areas of the North 
Flinders, Marree-Innamincka and 
North East Pastoral districts for feral 
pig incursions

•	Undertook goat control in the Gawler 
Ranges and Flinders Ranges by 
aerial-supported mustering, control 
programs and assistance, resulting  
in the removal of 7408 undersized 
feral goats

•	Supported three projects and a 
steering committee to address 
overabundant macropods

•	Chaired and contributed to a national 
conversation on the management of 
kangaroos

•	Continued support of Opuntia cactus 
control on private properties and 
public managed land

•	Supplied cochineal species to the 
Eyre Peninsula Landscape Board, 
National Parks and Wildlife SA  
and councils

PROTECTING AND ENHANCING BIODIVERSITY 
•	Surveyed the reintroduced Idnya 

(Western Quoll) population on 
Arkaba Station adjacent to the 
original reintroduction site at Ikara-
Flinders Ranges National Park with a 
live trapping event

•	Deployed cameras and training of 
Indigenous Rangers in monitoring 
Idnya around the Flinders Ranges 
and adjacent to Arid Recovery at 
Olympic Dam

•	Commenced Citizen Science 
projects for the Idnya and  
the Plains-Wanderer

•	Deployed song meters and trained 
Indigenous Rangers, volunteers and 
Friends Groups in monitoring for the 
Plains-Wanderer

•	Continued feral predator camera 
monitoring programs across the 
central and northern Flinders Ranges

•	Conducted surveys and on-ground 
training workshops to share 
information about the ecology and 
range of the Desert Greenhood 
orchid and the Arckaringa Daisy

•	Assessment of Kowari habitat and 
camera monitoring in the Marree 
Innamincka region

•	Undertook camera monitoring and 
on-ground track and scat surveys 
to determine pest activity in the 
Coongie Wetlands Ramsar region

•	Completed aerial fox baiting over 
2000km2 across more than six 
properties

•	Undertook aerial control of 260 pigs 
and 715 large feral herbivores in the 
SAAL region

•	Supported feral cat control programs 
in Marree, Innamincka and Iron Knob 
and supply of cat traps to properties 
in the Gawler Ranges and Flinders 
Ranges districts

•	Supported ongoing Native Fish 
Diversity Surveys in the Coongie 
Wetlands Ramsar region

•	Provided advice and feedback to 
government agencies and industry 
stakeholders on ecological assets 
and management strategies for 36 
proposed mining and development 
projects, as well as biodiversity 
legislations and regulations

•	Developed a GAB Springs ecological 
assessment protocol 

The board has partnered with Arid 
Recovery and Kokatha Pastoral 
to monitor threatened species on 
Kokatha country, with 60 trail cameras 
installed across Roxby Downs Station 
and Andamooka Stations as part of 
the Discovery4Recovery project. The 
cameras will help monitor the return of 
threatened species in areas surrounding 
the Arid Recovery reserve, particularly 
the endangered western quoll, as 
well as plains mice and other native 
species impacted by threats such as 
feral cats. Pictured are Graham O’Toole, 
Shaqkodan Warren, Lauren Young, 
Caitlin Rutherford, Adam Wagner and 
Declan Morris. 

Feral goat populations were reduced in the 
Gawler Ranges and Flinders Ranges using 

aerial-supported mustering and control 
programs. Aerial programs controlled 7408 

feral goats from the landscape, including 
some that were used to feed the carnivores at 
Monarto Safari Park. This has saved more than 

6600kg of native vegetation on the ground 
each day and retained available water for use 

by livestock and native species.
 



FURTHER  
INFORMATION 

To find out more about upcoming 
events and the work of Landscape 
Groups and the SA Arid Lands 
Landscape Board, follow us on 
Facebook (SAALLandscapeSA), 
Instagram (saaridlands) or 
LinkedIn (SA Arid Lands 
Landscape Board)  
or head to our website

www.landscape.sa.gov.au/saal
To find your property, visit 
www.landscape.sa.gov.au/saal/
about-us/landscape-and-water-
levies/landscape-levy or follow 
this QR code

� WATER MANAGEMENT
•	Continued implementation of 

the Far North Prescribed Wells 
Water Allocation Plan, including 
projects identified at the start of its 
implementation

•	Started five field trials for the 
Accounting for Groundwater take in 
the Far North Prescribed Wells Area 
project

•	Administration of the Water Affecting 
Activity control policy, including 
advice, permissions, compliance 
and developing resource/reference 
material and review of the WAA 
Control Policy

•	Worked with other landscape boards 
to review surface water management 
activities and issues, and to seek 
advice

•	Visited properties as part of water 
projects and provided advice on 
the board’s Water Affecting Activity 
policy

•	Undertook gully head erosion 
management activities within the 
Neales River watercourse

•	Worked with government 
departments and industry to provide 
advice and comments about surface 
water and management, for future 
mining, energy and development 
projects

•	Partnered in the Commonwealth-
funded Improving Great Artesian 
Basin Drought Resilience (IGABDR), 
the Great Artesian Basin Water 
Security Program (GABWSP) 
programs to support activities that 
contribute to water savings and 
management of the GAB resource

•	Supported Friends of Mound Springs 
annual monitoring survey

•	Worked with Dieri and Arabana 
elders on the protection of Springs in 
the Lake Eyre Basin

•	Worked with the Department for 
Environment and Water across water 
management and water licensing 
business across the SAAL region

The board’s water staff have 
partnered with Friends of Mound 
Springs and the Arabana Aboriginal 
Corporation on projects to protect 
mound springs of the Great Artesian 
Basin. There has been discussion 
about managing large herbivore 
impacts, monitoring springs and 
plant species and trialling burns of 
dominant Phragmites vegetation. All 
are designed to protect the springs 
and the endangered plants and 
animals that live in and around them. 


