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The recently released publication, 
Connected to Country, gathers 
regional stories to share with both 
Aboriginal communities and the 
broader community and shines 
a light on the challenges and 
successes of looking after country 
in the SA Arid Lands.

Connected to Country also 
welcomes contributions from other 
government and non-government 
agencies, native title holders and 
individuals.

SUBSCRIBE NOW!

Visit www.naturalresources.sa.gov.
au to subscribe to Connected to 
Country or contact the Aboriginal 
Partnerships Team, Natural 
Resources SA Arid Lands 8648 5300 
or SAAridlands@sa.gov.au

THREATENED SPECIES

ABORIGINAL NRM NEWS

Idnya update
A second release of the Western Quoll (Idnya) will occur 
within the next two or three months after last year’s trial 
release was deemed successful.
The latest Idnya e-News reported that the 
December trapping captured 10 juvenile 
Idnya and recaptured 12 of the original 41 
release animals.

A dedicated team of trappers descended on 
the Wilpena Shearers Quarters to set cage 
traps at 152 trap sites over eight nights (each 
trap was trapped for four nights).

Despite the long hours and early mornings, 
the group was ecstatic to capture the first 
new sub-adult Idnya on the first night of 
trapping along the Wilcolo Track. In total 10 
new sub-adult Idnya were captured along 
with 12 of the original release animals.

Results are encouraging and suggest 
conditions are suitable for Idnya re-
establishment in the park. All adult females 
that were captured had large post-lactating 
teats suggesting that they had successfully 
raised young.

Special thanks to Stephen Robinson and 
Rachel Ladd, interns who worked over the 
summer to radio-track juvenile Idnya.

The Department of Environment, Water 
and Natural Resources and the Foundation 
for Australia’s Most Endangered Species 
(FAME) thank the many volunteers, 
contractors, donors, land managers and 
partners of Bounceback and FAME for their 
support for this project.

Look out for more news in the next 
edition of Across The Outback or 
subscribe to Idnya e-News for a 
more detailed email update on the 
Idnya’s progress: send an email 
with the subject “Quoll update” to 
SAAridlands@sa.gov.au

FAME is leading the drive to 
raise approximately $1.7 million 
over a five year period to fund 
the recovery of the Idnya. 
They greatly need your help to 
continue this vitally important 
project and make it the success 
it deserves to be. Donations to 
the Western Quoll project can 
be made by visiting fame.org.
au/projects/western-quoll or 
contact fame@fame.org.au for 
more information.

NEW PUBLICATIONS

Sharing the stories in Aboriginal NRM
The SA Arid Lands (SAAL) Natural Resources Management (NRM) Board has recently 
funded a collection of new communications tools to help share the stories of the many 
activities occurring in Aboriginal natural resources management across the region. 
A new publication, Connected to Country and 
two short movies, Looking for the Bronzeback 
Legless Lizard and Buffel Grass in the SA Arid 
Lands are now available to be read, watched 
and shared.

The Board, guided by its Aboriginal 
Partnerships Strategy, has goals associated 
with increasing levels of Aboriginal community 
participation in natural resource management 
activity, and these communication tools aim to 
increase awareness, exchange ideas and inspire 
participation across the region. 

Looking for the Bronzeback Legless Lizard is 
a five minute movie, telling the story of the 
seven year search for the shy lizard on Mount 
Willoughby Indigenous Protected Area and the 
successful contribution the Lennon family have 
made adding records to the national database.

Buffel Grass in the SA Arid Lands is a 10 minute 
movie, telling the story of Buffel Grass and the 
Roxby Downs and Coober Pedy community’s 
efforts to control it.

Visit www.naturalresources.com.au/aridlands 
to check out these new stories.
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