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Spiny rush 
Spiny rush (Juncus acutus) is a clumping plant that outcompetes native 

plants and injures people and animals.

What does it look like? 

Spiny rush is a shortly rhizomatous, tussocky 

perennial rush to 1.6m high. The fruit is an 

ovoid 3-celled brown capsule with seeds 1.2–2 

mm long and brown in colour. 

The plant’s sharp spiny leaves and flower 

stems look similar, giving the whole plant a 

characteristic globe shape. The sharp spines, 

that project at many angles, make it especially 

dangerous for children. Unlike native rushes 

the stiff spiny stems will pierce skin. Care 

should be taken to not to confuse this weed 

with smaller softer native rushes. If in doubt 

seek advice on identification. 

It flowers throughout the year but mostly in 

spring and summer. Spiny rush has flowering 

stems (culms) 2–4mm wide. Inflorescence are 

4–13cm long, consisting of clusters of 1–6 

flowers; 1 or 2 leaf-like bracts 4–25cm long at 

base of inflorescence. It has 6 stamens. 

Where is it found? 

Much of its spread appears to be by seed 

contaminated mud attached to vehicles and 

animals. It is most commonly spread into 

damp places and watercourses. 

What is its impact? 

This large tough weed will displace pasture 

species, and if left unchecked can form into 

impenetrable thickets. Spiny rush will quickly 

invade watercourses. 

What can you do? 

To prevent the spread of spiny rush eradicate 

small infestations and contain and reduce 

larger infestations. Destroy the root system 

and establish desirable species in its place. 

A combination of methods will give the best 

long-term results. Hand-grub smaller 

infestations or plough up larger infestations in 

cropping areas. Grubbing may encourage 

growth from the remaining root system unless 

fully removed. 

When using herbicides for controlling spiny 

rush the best results are achieved when plants 

are actively growing (spring to autumn as a 

guide depending on the seasonal conditions).  
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Removing dead foliage and applying the 

herbicide to the fresher green growth will also 

increase effectiveness.  

For advice on chemical control techniques, 

contact the Northern and Yorke Landscape 

Board. Please refer to the Weed control 

handbook for declared plants in South 

Australia for advice on chemical control. You 

can find it on PIRSA’s website at: 

www.pir.sa.gov.au/biosecurity 

What are your 
responsibilities? 

Spiny rush is a declared plant under the 

Landscape South Australia Act 2019. 

Landholders must control the plant on their 

property. Sale or movement of plants or 

goods containing plants or plant parts is 

prohibited within the state. 

More information 

Email: ny.landscapeboard@sa.gov.au  

Phone: 08 8841 3444 

www.landscape.sa.gov.au/ny 
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