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Hudson pear (white-spined) 
Hudson Pear (Cylindropuntia pallida) (syn. C. rosea) is part of the 

Cylindropuntia group of cacti which are named for their cylindrical, rope- 

like branching segments and shrubby or tree-like form.

What does it look like? 

Hudson pear is a low, spreading shrub, 0.5-1m 

tall and up to 3m wide. Old plants can develop 

trunks, but they are not commonly seen.  

It has deciduous, grey to pale green stem 

segments, between 4.5-26cm long and the 

flowers are pink-red in colour. Its fruit are 

oblong to egg shaped, about 3cm long, and 

green to yellow-green.  

The spines are white and 1-4cm long in 

groups of 7-14 spines. They are capable of 

penetrating footwear and even vehicle tyres. 

Each spine is enclosed in a detachable sheath 

which may remain embedded in a wound 

even after the body of the spine is removed. 

The spines can cause serious injuries to 

humans, native animals and livestock. By 

injuring working horses and dogs, they may 

become a severe impediment to mustering 

operations. 

What is its impact? 

Hudson pear can limit access and impact on 

human and animal health. It can degrade 

grazing land and contaminate wool. Despite 

hudson pear being declared and prohibited 

for sale in all six mainland states and 

territories, there have been incidents of 

people illegally selling these plants through 

the backyard nursery trade, online sales and 

local markets. 

What can you do? 

Under the right circumstances, physical 

control, either manual or mechanical removal 

can be feasible and cost-effective. 
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Hand removal can be very effective for small 

plants and scattered infestations, while 

mechanical removal with machinery can be 

effective for large, dense, impenetrable stands. 

Care must be taken when undertaking 

physical control as hudson pear can pose 

significant risk of injury when handled.  

Physical removal can also dislodge cladodes, 

which can regrow to form new plants. Material 

must be disposed of appropriately via deep 

burial. 

Chemical  

For advice on chemical control techniques, 

contact the Northern and Yorke Landscape 

Board. Please refer to the Weed control 

handbook for declared plants in South 

Australia. You can find it on PIRSA’s website 

at: www.pir.sa.gov.au/biosecurity 

What are your 
responsibilities? 

Hudson pear is a declared plant under the 

Landscape South Australia Act 2019. 

Landholders must control the plant on their 

property. Sale or movement of plants or 

goods containing plants or plant parts is 

prohibited within the state. 
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More information 

Email: ny.landscapeboard@sa.gov.au  

Phone: 08 8841 3444 

www.landscape.sa.gov.au/ny 
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