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Coolatai grass 
Coolatai grass (Hyparrhenia hirta) is a long lived summer grass that was 

originally introduced to Australia for erosion control and has become a 

widespread invasive weed.

What does it look like? 

The most distinguishing features of coolatai 

grass include densely tufted, tussock-forming, 

perennial grass which grows to between 1 and 

2 metres high. It has thin grey-green leaves 

10cm to 30cm long and 1mm to 5mm wide 

and flowers mostly in spring and summer.  

Young plants may appear similar to the 

following native species:  

 Kangaroo grass (Themeda triandra)  

 Lemon grass (Cymbopogon amgiguous)  

 Red-leg grass (Bothriochloa macra). 

What is its impact? 

Coolatai grass impacts on biodiversity by 

outcompeting, replacing and preventing 

regeneration of native plants, and reducing 

available fauna habitat.  

It creates a fire hazard by producing large 

amounts of dry material that can generate 

into a considerable fuel load.  

It impacts on grazing by dominating those 

paddocks which are not intensively grazed or 

managed, and tall plants becoming rank and 

unpalatable to stock. 

Coolatai grass is a highly successful and 

invasive introduced species due to:  

 successful germination and growth at a 

wide temperature range  

 a rapid colonisation rate  

 tolerance of a range of soil types  

 an ability to persist under heavy grazing  

 a capacity to create vast amounts of seed.  

Where is it found? 

Coolatai grass has now invaded large areas of 

council reserves, roadsides, former grazing 

land and parks/bushland.  

Populations have occurred in the Port Pirie 

and Yorke Peninsula areas and Gawler.  
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What can you do? 

There are a number of hygiene practices that 

can help prevent/restrict the spread of 

coolatai grass: 

 avoid working in infested areas (except for 

control work)  

 undertake control work prior to seed set  

 start work in uninfested areas then work 

toward infested areas  

 don’t remove seeds/plant from infested 

areas  

 decontaminate stock prior to moving  

 don’t buy/sell contaminated fodder.  

To prevent the spread of seed, thoroughly 

brush down equipment, people (boots etc.), 

machinery, and vehicles when leaving an 

infested area.  

If you suspect that you have coolatai grass on 

your land, place a sample of the grass in a 

sealed bag and take it to your nearest 

Landscape Board office for identification. This 

is a free service and will include information 

on current control techniques. 

Mechanical  

Hand weeding/chipping – suitable for isolated 

plants or small patches (if seeding, remove 

plant/s in sealed containers). 

Chemical  

For advice on chemical control techniques, 

contact the Northern and Yorke Landscape 

Board. Or refer to the Weed control handbook 

for declared plants in South Australia. You can 

find it on PIRSA’s website at: 

www.pir.sa.gov.au/biosecurity 

What are your 
responsibilities? 

Coolatai grass is a declared plant under the 

Landscape South Australia Act 2019. 

Landholders must control the plant on their 

property. Sale or movement of plants or 

goods containing plants or plant parts is 

prohibited within the state.  
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More information 

Email: ny.landscapeboard@sa.gov.au  

Phone: 08 8841 3444 

www.landscape.sa.gov.au/ny 

http://www.pir.sa.gov.au/biosecurity
http://www.landscape.sa.gov.au/ny

