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Bridal veil 
Bridal veil (Asparagus declinatus), a Weed of National Significance, is a 

highly invasive and aggressive environmental weed.

What does it look like? 

Bridal veil is a perennial fern-like climbing 

plant with scrambling shoots up to 2-3 metres 

long and an extensive root system. It has blue-

green needle-like leaves, small white flowers 

and large green-whitish berries. The above- 

ground portion of the plant dies back during 

summer and reappears with autumn rains. 

During summer bridal veil survives as an 

extensive underground network of branching 

rhizomes that bear multiple bulb-like tubers. 

What is its impact? 

Bridal veil has long-term repercussions on 

plant and animal biodiversity because its 

dense growth habit smothers plants. In 

addition, the dense root mass of mature bridal 

veil plants forms a barrier which inhibits the 

germination of native plants. 

Where is it found? 
Bridal veil has infested roadsides, native 

vegetation, rocky outcrops, pine forests and is 

strongly correlated with canopy cover. It can 

grow with other asparagus weeds like bridal 

creeper (Asparagus asparagoides) in these 

environments. 
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How is it spread? 

Birds eat the berries, digesting the fleshy part 

and passing the seed through their digestive 

system. As birds move through the landscape 

they perch on trees and disperse seed 

through their droppings. Dispersal can also 

occur as a result of disturbance through 

graders and other machinery.  

What can you do? 

Bridal veil is a highly invasive environmental 

weed and unlike most environmental weeds 

can establish in undisturbed native vegetation. 

Landholders are encouraged to monitor native 

vegetation regularly for new incursions before 

they become established.  

Bridal veil can be hard to control as effective 

herbicide uptake through its fine foliage is 

difficult. There are no biological control agents 

for bridal veil. All control programs aim to 

reduce the amount of seed produced, with 

prevention the most cost-effective form of 

weed control. 

What are your 
responsibilities? 

Bridal veil is declared under the Landscape 

South Australia Act 2019. This means it is 

illegal to transport or sell this plant and all 

property owners have a responsibility to 

control bridal veil on their property. 

What are the control 
options? 
Physical control 

Physical removal of bridal veil involves careful 

excavation around and under the tuberous 

root mat and then levering it out with hand 

tools. This method is only effective if all of the 

root mass, including rhizomes (underground 

stems) are dug up and removed. This method 

is only useful for small, isolated infestations, 

and should be carried out during winter while 

the soil is moist and before the fruit forms. 

Chemical control 

Please refer to the weed control handbook for 

declared plants in South Australia. You can 

find it on Biosecurity SA’s website at 

www.pir.sa.gov.au. 

Do you have bridal veil? 

If you think you have bridal veil on your 

property, Northern and Yorke Landscape 

Board staff can provide advice on control and 

management. 

More information 

Email: ny.landscapeboard@sa.gov.au  

Phone: 08 8841 3444 

www.landscape.sa.gov.au/ny 

http://www.pir.sa.gov.au/
http://www.landscape.sa.gov.au/ny

