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African Boxthorn (Lycium ferocissimum) is a Weed of National
Significance (WoNS) and a declared plant under the Landscape South

Australia Act 20109.

What does it look like?

African boxthorn is a perennial shrub that
commonly grows 2 to 3 metres, but may grow
up to 6 metres high. Branches are hairless and
stiff and end in sturdy thorns. Numerous
thorns also occur at right angles along the
branches. Leaves are small and bright green in
colour, occurring in clusters along branches
and at the base of thorns.

African boxthorn mainly flowers in spring and
summer but flowers may be present any time
of year. Flowers are white to mauve colour.
The fruit is a smooth, round berry, starting out
green and ripening to bright orange-red.

African boxthorn grows in all soil types, but
establishes well in lighter soils, common along
creek lines.

Where is it found?

Today African boxthorn has invaded most of
South Australia, but is concentrated in the Mt.

Lofty Ranges, Mid North, Yorke Peninsula and
Southern Flinders regions.

What is its impact?

African boxthorn alters habitats and invades
native vegetation. It can overrun pastures and
prevent or restrict stock accessing watering
points, which can lead to economic losses due
to reductions in carrying capacity.

It forms dense, impenetrable stands that
exclude other plants, provides shelter and
food for feral animals such as foxes, rabbits,
starlings and sparrows and reduces access for
stock, native animals, people and vehicles.

What are the control
options?

Weed infestations should be treated when
small to prevent large-scale establishment.
Effective, long-term control requires vigilance
and integration of a number of control
methods.



Prevention / Containment / Hygiene

Boxthorn was introduced as a hedging plant,
from where it has spread into pastures and
other neglected areas. Local spread is caused
from foxes and birds eating the fruit.

Mechanical

Mechanical removal is the most cost effective
for controlling large stands of African
boxthorn. Blade ploughing, excavating,
dozing, stick raking or using a boxthorn puller
removes plants and their roots. Removed
plants should be destroyed through deep
burial or burning.

Chemical

Spot spraying can be effective when applied
during good leaf cover between July and
September. The basal bark and cut stump
methods are useful in environmentally
sensitive areas such as water courses. These
two options are ideal for treating small
numbers of plants, but can be made difficult
as thorny branches limit access to the plant’s
stem base. These is also a herbicide which can
be used in areas away from native vegetation
and crops.

Consult the PIRSA SA Weed Control
Handbook for these control options and
application rates.

Revegetation

Revegetating treated areas with native species
will limit recruitment of this weed. Staged
replacement of African boxthorn with
appropriate species minimises impacts to
native animals using it as harbour.
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Biocontrol

A rust fungus (Puccinia rapipes) is a biocontrol
agent that is spread by rubbing infected
leaves by hand on uninfected African
boxthorn leaves and covering with a plastic
bag for 24 hours.
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What are your

responsibilities?

African boxthorn is a declared weed under the
Landscape South Australia Act 2079. In the
Northern and Yorke region, the transport and
selling of the plant is prohibited. Landholders
have a legal responsibility to control declared
plants on their land.

The Northern and Yorke Landscape Board can
provide the following support to landholders:

e A free weed identification service
e Advice about the most appropriate
management method for your property.

Resources

e SA Weed Control Handbook (PIRSA)
https://pir.sa.gov.au/biosecurity/weeds/ma
naging weeds

e Managing weeds
https://pir.sa.gov.au/biosecurity/weeds

More information

Email: ny.landscapeboard@sa.gov.au
Phone: 08 8841 3444

www.landscape.sa.gov.au/ny
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