
W
e
e
d

 M
a
n

a
g

e
m

e
n

t G
u

id
e

 

 

 

  

W
e
e
d

 M
a
n

a
g

e
m

e
n

t G
u

id
e

 

African rue (Peganum harmala) is a declared 

plant under the Landscape South Australia Act 
2019. 

African rue is a summer-growing, deep-rooted 

perennial shrub that grows to 0.5m high. Stems 

are stiff and branched with green, succulent 

leaves approximately 2-5cm long. Leaves are 

arranged alternately along stems and have a 

distinct bitter odour when crushed. Flowers are 

white with a yellow centre and form singularly 

on the end of slender stalks appearing in late 

spring to mid-autumn. The fruit is a round three 

chambered capsule containing 45-60 seeds. 

Infestations commonly occur along river banks, 

drainage lines, in disturbed areas and on flood 
plains. 

Where is it found?  

African rue is widespread across the Southern 

Flinders and Upper North Region. The only other 

sites in SA are in the Mid North, Riverland, the 
Flinders and Gammon Ranges. 

What damage does it do on your property? 

African rue poses a significant threat to grazing 

and agricultural areas and the biodiversity of the 

areas surrounding rivers. It produces vast 

amounts of seed, is tolerant of low, unreliable 

rainfall and competes with pastures for soil 

moisture and nutrients, contributing to lower 
pasture yields.  

African Rue is highly unpalatable to livestock due 

to its bitter taste, although if eaten and in high 
enough quantities, stock poisoning may occur. 

Control Methods 

What can you do? 

African rue is difficult to control once 

established. Follow up treatment is nearly always 

required to treat plants that re-shoot. Effective, 

long term control requires vigilance and 

integration of a number of control methods. 

Hygiene practises 

Prevent African rue entering your property by 

ensuring purchases of hay/fodder, stock and 

machinery are free of seed. Maintain good 

ground cover and monitor your property for 

new outbreaks to prevent seed set and 
establishment.  

Seeds are commonly spread along roads by 

vehicles and earth moving equipment. Seed and 

root fragments are also readily transported in 

flowing water and within paddocks by 

ploughing. Regeneration from rootstock 

fragments is common. 

African rue (Peganum harmala) 

Reducing its impact in the Northern and Yorke region 
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Mechanical 

The root system of African rue is extensive and 

spreads both down and out. Manual removal is 

difficult due to the plant's ability to regenerate 

from deep in the soil profile and re-shoot after 
the top is removed. 

Individual plants and small infestations can be 

removed through digging out, hand-pulling, 

burning, slashing, heavy grazing and repeated 

cultivation. Follow up chemical treatment will 
help control regrowth. 

Chemical 

The use of herbicides is an effective control 

method, but will require follow up treatment. 

Spot spraying or using the cut stump technique 

are the available methods for chemical control. 

These are most effective during the active 
growing period between September and April. 

Consult the PIRSA SA Weed Control Handbook 

for these control options and application rates. 

Find it online at: 

https://pir.sa.gov.au/biosecurity/weeds/managin
g_weeds 

Revegetation 

Revegetating treated areas with native species 

may limit recruitment of African rue. Sowing a 

dense cover crop can also help prevent re-

establishment. 

Pest plants – whose responsibility? 

Pest plants don’t recognise property boundaries.  

By working collaboratively, Northern and Yorke 

Landscape Board and landholders have the best 
chance of controlling priority pest plants. 

On private land 

Landholders have a legal responsibility, under 

the Landscape South Australia Act 2019 to 
control declared plants on their land. 

On roadside reserves 

Roadsides are part of public road reserves, 

which are owned by the Crown. Under the 

Landscape South Australia Act 2019, regional 

landscape boards are responsible for the control 
of declared pest plants on roadside reserves.  

Landholders have the opportunity to control 

declared plants on road reserves adjoining their 

property. Where control work is undertaken by 

the local board, an account may be issued to 
landholders.   

Before undertaking control work on road 

reserves, landholders should contact their local 

Landscape SA office to determine if any 

approvals are required. Care should also be 

taken to avoid any off-target damage to native 
vegetation. 

The Northern and Yorke Landscape Board can 

provide the following support to landholders: 

 A free weed identification service  

 Advice about the most appropriate 

management method for pest plants on 

their property. 

More Information and Other Resources 

 SA Weed Control Handbook (PIRSA) 

https://pir.sa.gov.au/biosecurity/weeds/ma

naging_weeds 

 Managing weeds: 
https://pir.sa.gov.au/biosecurity/weeds 
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Contact us 
Northern and Yorke Landscape Board 

Email: ny.landscapeboard@sa.gov.au  

Phone: 08 8841 3444 

www.landscape.sa.gov.au/ny 
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