
landscape.sa.gov.au/mr

Frogs of the Murray Valley
Species found in the Murraylands and Riverland region

Would you like to help your local frog species? Visit the FrogWatch SA website to 
learn more about frogs in South Australia and how you can contribute data by using 
the FrogSpotter app. Your recorded observations are an important way to help us 
to understand more about frogs in our state.  
frogwatchsa.com.au

Size: Up to 30 mm long.
Description: Body colour and pattern of these frog is 
highly variable but their backs are mostly brown or black 
in colour (can also be grey) with a striped, plain or marbled 
pattern. Their bellies are rough with small lumps, and 
white with grey to black spots.
Breeding behaviour: They breed mostly in mid-winter and 
scatter their eggs, which usually take 3 months to become 
tadpoles.

Size: Up to 50 mm long.
Description: Brown tree frogs have pale brown bodies with 
a dark patch on the middle of their backs, although frogs 
found in the Murray Valley can have green backs. They are 
slender, with broad heads and rounded snouts. The back 
of the thighs are yellow-orange and sometimes have small 
black spots. 
Breeding behaviour: They form large breeding 
aggregations around water bodies. They deposit their 
eggs in small clumps attached to submerged vegetation.

Brown tree frog
Litoria ewingii

Size: Up to 65 mm long.
Description: These frogs have the ability to quickly change 
colour, ranging from pale green-grey to red-brown, and 
have emerald-green flecks on their backs. Thighs, groin and 
armpits have black and bright yellow markings. Their bellies 
are granular and white or cream in colour. They have cross-
shaped pupils.
Breeding behaviour: Preferring still water including temporary 
pools, dams and ditches, they sometimes breed in suburban 
fish ponds. Tadpoles are a pale golden yellow with dark 
stripes down their sides.

Peron’s tree frog
Litoria peronii

Size: Up to 58 mm long.
Description: These frogs have pale grey, brown or yellow 
bodies with dark patches and bellies that are mainly white. 
A pale stripe runs along the middle of their backs and 
small, black lumps or thorns cover their bodies. They have 
one or more small, usually rounded, black lumps at the 
base of their feet with webbed toes.
Breeding behaviour: Painted Frogs shelter underground 
for most of the year, emerging after rain events to feed or 
breed in lagoons, ponds and temporary floodplains.

Painted frog
Neobatrachus pictus

Size: Up to 50 mm long.
Description: The body colour of these frogs varies, 
including grey, brown or yellow patches. They have a stripe 
along the middle of their backs and loose, floppy skin on 
their upper legs and groin. They have one or more distinct 
small, usually rounded, black lumps at the base of their feet 
with webbed toes.
Breeding behaviour: They usually come to the surface 
only after summer rains to breed. Spawn is deposited in 
elongated strands. Tadpoles are grey with a metallic sheen.

Sudell’s frog
Neobatrachus sudellae

Size: Up to 40 mm long.
Description: The bodies of these frogs are dark brown to 
black with a scattering of darker flecks and reddish spots. 
Their bellies are marbled with black and white. 
Breeding behaviour: They lay eggs under bark, leaves or 
in shallow burrows. Males then guard the eggs. Hatching 
occurs after sufficient rains flood the area. The tadpoles 
can take up to 7 months to turn into frogs.

Bibron’s toadlet
Pseudophryne bibronii
Conservation status, SA: Rare

Size: Up to 30 mm long.
Description: The body colour and pattern is highly 
variable but their back is mostly brown or black in colour 
(can also be grey) with a striped, plain or marbled pattern. 
Their belly is rough with small lumps, and white with grey 
to black spots.
Breeding behaviour: They breed all year long. Females 
lay a mass of eggs in water attached to twigs and leaves. 
Tadpoles take about 1 to 3 months to change into frogs.

Size: Up to 50 mm long.
Description: Body is brown to green with dark regular-
shaped olive-green patches and a yellow or orange 
stripe down the middle of the back in some individuals. 
Breeding males have a dark yellow-green throat. 
Breeding behaviour: They lay eggs in floating foam 
masses. The tadpoles can take up to five months to 
change into frogs.

Size: Up to 55 mm long.

Description: The common name (in South Australia) is 
related to its very long first finger. Body colouration is 
brown to green with dark irregular olive green patches 
and they often have an orange or red patch above their 
eyelids. Also known as the barking marsh frog in other 
states of Australia.
Breeding behaviour: They usually breed following rain in 
warmer weather.

Size: Up to 90 mm long.

Description: These frogs are large with a pale raised 
stripe from below their eye to the top of the front leg. 
They have a prominent lump on the hind leg (the tibial 
gland) and a white or mottled belly. The sub-species found 
in the Murray Valley commonly has a pale mid-stripe.

Breeding behaviour: They lay eggs in floating foam 
masses. Tadpoles can take up to 5 months to change  
into frogs.

Size: Up to 110 mm long.
Description: Southern bell frog’s warty bodies are bright green 
with golden-coloured patches and large black or brown spots 
on the back. They typically have a pale green stripe along the 
middle of their back and their thighs are bright turquoise blue. 
They have finger and toe pads, which are only slightly wider 
than their fingers and toes. Their fingers are not webbed, but 
the toes are almost fully webbed. 
Breeding behaviour: The eggs are pigmented and deposited 
in a floating raft which later sinks. The tadpoles can grow up to 
100 mm long. They are pinkish-grey with yellow fins.

Southern bell frog
Litoria raniformis
Conservation status, SA: Vulnerable

Murray valley froglet
Crinia parinsignifera

Common froglet
Crinia signifera

Spotted grass frog
Limnodynastes tasmaniensis

Long thumbed frog
Limnodynastes fletcheri

Eastern banjo frog
Limnodynastes dumerilii

For assistance, use the  Frog 
Identifier Tool to help you 
identify the frog you have found!

Identify frogs in the Murraylands 
and Riverland region using this 
chart (including the identification 
key on the back). Use the QR codes 
to learn more about each species 
including their mating calls.

Frog images on this page: Jules Farquhar.
Information: FrogWatch SA, Mallee Catchment Authority ‘Mallee Frogs Field Guide’.
The Murraylands and Riverland Landscape Board gratefully acknowledges Green Adelaide for providing 
resources and allowing them to be adapted for the Murraylands and Riverland region.

http://frogwatchsa.com.au
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Frogs of the Murray Valley
Identification key

Fingers and toes  
with pads

Small toe pads  
(not much wider 
than toe)

Large toe pads (fingers and toes)

Large tibial gland on  
back legs

NO tibial glands Vertical pupil Black and white 
markings on belly

Smooth belly with 
marbling

Reddish marking/
patches on eyelid

White belly (with or 
without greenish throat)

Rough belly with 
stippling (spots)

Horizontal or round 
pupil

Cross shape through 
pupil

Fingers and toes  
without pads

Peron’s tree frog

Dark stripe through  
the eye

Loose baggy skin  
in groin 

Tight skin in 
groin

Southern bell frog

Eastern banjo frog

Sudell’s frog

Painted frog

Peron’s tree frog

Peron’s tree frogBibron’s toadlet

Peron’s tree frogMurray valley froglet

Peron’s tree frog

Peron’s tree frog

Peron’s tree frog

Common froglet

Spotted grass frog

Long thumbed frog

Brown tree frog

Mainly found 
Swan Reach and 
upstream

Mainly found 
Swan Reach and 
downstream

No reddish 
marking/patches 
on eyelids

Image: J Dashper

Images on this page: Thanks to Steve Walker, Jules Farquhar and Jono Dashper.
Information: FrogWatch SA, Steve Walker. 
The Murraylands and Riverland Landscape Board gratefully acknowledges Green Adelaide for providing 
resources and allowing them to be adapted for the Murraylands and Riverland region.
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