
Pernatty Knob-tail Gecko 
Nephrurus deleani   

The Pernatty Knob-tail Gecko is a nocturnal, ground-dwelling 
lizard. They have large heads and short tails with a small knob 
on the end. There are other species of Knob-tail Geckos, but the 
Pernatty species has a thinner tail and different markings on its 
back that set it apart. They are up to 13cm long and weigh up 
to 25 grams.

Diet

These animals eat insects and scorpions. Some Knob-tail Geckos 
use their big tails as fat reserves when food is hard to find.

Habitat

Pernatty Knob-tail Geckos are endemic to SA and are only 
found within an area of 500 square kilometres. Within this 
range their distribution is patchy; and they have been found at 
around 70 different sites. The tops and slopes of dunes and 
nearby sandy plains are their main habitat areas. They have also 
been found near salt lakes and on sand islands. Their burrows 
can usually be found at the base of low vegetation in tall 
shrubland with plants like the Sand Wattle (Acacia ligulata) and 
Mulga (A. aneura), and understorey shrubs such as Hopbush 
(Dodonaea spp.) and canegrass (Zygochloa spp.). Sandy ridges 
around Pernatty Lagoon in the Gawler bioregion were the first 
place they were found, and this is how they got their name.

These lizards live in burrows and come out at night to hunt for 
food in their sandy habitats. They are active in temperatures 
between 12°C and 35°C. At dawn they either return to their 
burrows or dig new ones and backfill the entrance so it remains 
hidden. Burrows are up to three metres long and 90cm deep to 
keep them cool in the heat of summer (very often it is cooler 
underground than on the surface).

Threats

Predation by foxes and cats, and competition with foxes for 
food (they both eat scorpions) are threats this gecko faces. 
Competition for food and habitat with the widespread Three-
lined Knob-tail Gecko (Nephrurus levis) may also be a problem. 
Soil compaction from cars driving on sandy areas where they 
live and stock, destroys burrows and makes burrowing difficult. 
Trampling by stock near waterholes and overgrazing of the low 
vegetation they use as shelter by rabbits, are other threats. Their 
limited habitat range means that local disasters could potentially 
wipe out many of their population.
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Map courtesy of Mapping Unit, Customer and Commerical Services. 

Map is not intended to indicate spatial distribution of the species,  
only the bioregions in which the species is found.
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Pernatty No-tail Gecko?! These 
geckos can lose their tails and grow 
new ones! However, when they grow 
a new tail it no longer has a knob on 
the end.

Conservation

More research into the Pernatty Knob-tail Gecko is needed to 
find out whether their population is declining or stable, what is 
threatening them and, what needs to be done to help them.

You can help the Pernatty Knob-tail Gecko by:

•	 spread the word – find out more and tell others about the 
Pernatty Knob-tail Gecko 

•	 support efforts to conserve threatened species in your area by 
joining a local organisation such as Landcare or catchment 
group, or a ‘friends of’ group or by volunteering for 
Conservation Volunteers or Trees for Life.
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For further information
Public enquiries
For more local information on any of the species in this resource 
please contact your nearest Natural Resource Centre office on:

Eastwood: (08) 8273 9100 
Gawler: (08) 8523 7700  
Lobethal: (08) 8389 5900 
Willunga: (08) 8550 3400

Education enquiries
For teachers wanting more information about environmental 
education resources and opportunities please contact the 
relevant NRM Education sub regional team on:

Northern Adelaide: (08) 8406 8289  
Barossa: (08) 8563 8436 
Central Adelaide: (08) 8234 7255 
Southern Adelaide: (08) 8384 0176 
Southern Fleurieu: (08) 8551 0524


