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Nomadic
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Conservation Significance

The AMLR distribution is part of a limited extant
distribution in adjacent regions within SA. The species
has been described as 'probably declining' within the
AMLR.1 Within the AMLR the species’ relative area of
occupancy is classified as ‘Extremely Restricted’.2

Description

Dark-coloured crake with bright red eyes and pink
legs. Rarely seen out of dense cover. Forages in
shallow water, wading or climbing over floating
vegetation.® Calls are: a single, sharp ‘kek’; shrill,
machine-gun chitter; loud explosive purring, like a
motor-bike.4

Distribution and Population

Mostly coastal distribution: south-east Australia and
coastal WA, TAS and many islands. Winter visitor to
north east NT and north east QLD. Occurs inland
iregularly, in good seasons.*

Post-1983 AMLR filtered records around Adelaide
(inner and northern suburbs and northern coast),
around Onkaparinga River and Aldinga and isolated
records near Strathalbyn, Finniss, Willunga and Deep
Creek.2 Other locations include nearby Clayton and
Milang area, Lake Albert shoreline and Coorong NP.6

Pre-1983 AMLR filtered records limited to the outer
eastern suburbs and a record east of Mount
Compass.?
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Spotless Crake

Habitat

Found in well vegetated freshwater wetlands with
rushes, reeds and cumbungi.# Will also frequent muddy
areas, reedbeds or wetlands.5

Within the AMLR the preferred broad vegetation group
is Wetland.?

Biology and Ecology

Feeds on aquatic insects and vegetation. Breeds from
August to December. Nest is a shallow cup of grass,
plants, often with a clumsy canopy. Clutch size three
to five.4

Aboriginal Significance

Post-1983 records indicate the majority of the AMLR
distribution occurs in Kaurna Nation. It also occurs in
Peramangk and Ngarrindjeri Nations.2

Threats

Current direct threats have been identified and rated
for this species. Refer to the main plan accompanying
these profiles.

Regional Distribution

Map based on filtered post-1983 records.2 Note, this map does not
necessarily represent the actual species’ distribution within the AMLR.

Further information:

Biodiversity Conservation Unit, Adelaide Region
Phone: (61 8) 8336 0901 Fax: (61 8) 8336 0999
http://www.environment.sa.gov.au/
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