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Conservation Significance

In SA, the majority of the distribution is confined within
the AMLR, disjunct from the remaining distribution in
other States. Within the AMLR the species’ relative
area of occupancy is classified as ‘Very Restricted’.
Relative to all AMLR extant species, the species'
taxonomic uniqueness is classified as ‘Very High’.6

Description

Fern; rhizome creeping or ascending, covered at first
with brown hairs; stipes wiry; sporangia large, brown,
in two to four rows. Stipe of frond is rough, usually
divided and angular.*

Distribution and Population

Also occurs in QLD, NSW, VIC and TAS. In SA occurs in
SL and SE regions. There is also a record that exists on
Kl but does not exist in the SA census.1? Widespread
in eastern Australia along coastal areas.?

Post-1983 AMLR filtered records restricted to the
Mount Compass/Hindmarsh Valley area.t

Pre-1983 AMLR filtered records indicate it also used to
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occur around Deep Creek/Tunkalilla.t

Habitat

Known habitats include peatlands; forest, shrub or
open bogs; and swampy or moist soils amongst grasses
or Gleichenia microphylla.10

Within the AMLR recorded habitat includes:

e Glen Shera Swamp, near Mount Compass: in
Leptospermum continentale/ Sprengelia
incarnata shrubland with sedge understorey, also
with  mixed leptospermum shrubland with
emergent Viminaria juncea or Acacia retinodes
and sedge understorey

e Hindmarsh Valley Reservoir: heath on white sand,
near Pteridium esculentum, Leptospermum
myrsinoides and Eucalyptus baxteri

e Mount Compass: swamp-land,
mounds  with  Schoenus
Empodisma minus

e Tookayerta and Finniss Catchments: wetland, in
Leptospermum continentale shrubland with
sedge and fern understorey, also Phragmites
and/or Typha grassland with emergent Viminaria
juncea, Acacia retinodes and sedge
understorey.89
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Within the AMLR the preferred broad vegetation
groups are Wetland and Heathy Woodland.®

Within the AMLR the species’ degree of habitat
specialisation is classified as ‘High’.6

Biology and Ecology

Grows from rhizome. Robust fire response, unlikely to be
affected by repeated fires.” Observed to re-sprout
after fire at Glen Shera Swamp (Taplin pers. comm.)

Aboriginal Significance

Post-1983 records indicate the majority of the AMLR
distribution occurs in Ngarrindjeri Nation (bordering
southern Kaurna and Peramangk Nations).5

Threats

Threats include altered water regimes (including
dams), weed invasion (e.g. Sweet Vernal Grass, Lesser
Hawkbit, Greater Bird's-foot) and livestock grazing.®
Also drought/climate change.®

Approximately half of known distribution occurs within
2 km of confiirmed or suspected Phytophthora
infestations.®

Further information:

Biodiversity Conservation Unit, Adelaide Region
Phone: (61 8) 8336 0901 Fax: (61 8) 8336 0999
http://www.environment.sa.gov.au/
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Threatened Species Profile and Heritage
Additional current direct threats have been identified 6 Department for Environment and Heritage (2007). Adelaide
and rated for this species. Refer to the main plan and Mount Lofty Ranges Regional Recovery Pilot Project
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Regional Distribution 7 Department for Environment and Heritage (2007).
Combined Fire Response Database. Unpublished data,
extracted September 2007.
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Herbarium of South Australia Database. Unpublished data,
extracted October 2007.
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Map based on filtered post-1983 records.® Note, this map does not
necessarily represent the actual species’ distribution within the AMLR.
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