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Conservation Significance 
The AMLR distribution is disjunct, isolated from other 
extant occurrences within SA. Within the AMLR the 
species’ relative area of occupancy is classified as 
‘Extremely Restricted’. Relative to all AMLR extant 
species, the species' taxonomic uniqueness is 
classified as ‘High’.4 
 
Description 
Distinctive tiny helmet-orchid. Single, rounded to 
ovate leaf, to 3 cm by 2 cm, which is greyish-green 
above and reddish-purple beneath. Ground-
hugging. Single flower, dark purple to blackish, shiny, 
about 1.5 cm long, arises on a stalk from near the 
base of the leaf.1,7 
 
Synonym: Anzybas unguiculatus.7 
 
Distribution and Population 
Also occurs in WA, NSW, VIC, TAS and NZ. In SA, 
occurs in SL, KI and SE regions.2,7 Rare in the AMLR 
from Lyndoch southward. Equally rare on KI but more 
frequent in the SE.1 
 

Post-1983 AMLR filtered records from Scott CP and 
Myponga Reservoir Reserve.4 
 
There are no pre-1983 records.4 
 
Habitat 
Usually found in coastal regions and adjacent ranges; 
mainly in heathland and heathy forest but also around 
swamp margins and depressions.7 
 
Recorded in AMLR from stringybark (Eucalyptus 
baxteri) forest, with Acacia paradoxa, Xanthorrhoea 
and Banksia ornata. Also in leaf litter under bracken, 
on damp sandy soil.1,2,5,8 
 
Within the AMLR the preferred broad vegetation group 
is Heathy Open Forest.4 
 
Within the AMLR the species’ degree of habitat 
specialisation is classified as ‘High’.4 
 
Biology and Ecology 
Flowers during the May-July period. The earliest of SA‘s 
helmet orchids to flower.1 Self-pollinated. A form from 
peat bogs in the SE flowers only after fire.1 
 
Usually grows in small colonies of sparse individuals.1,6 
 
Aboriginal Significance 
Post-1983 records indicate the AMLR distribution occurs 
in central Ngarrindjeri and southern Kaurna Nations.4 
 
Threats 
Becoming increasingly rare due to loss of habitat.1 
Flowers are very attractive to slugs and snails.1 Weeds 
have displaced some populations.3 
 
Additional current direct threats have been identified 
and rated for this species. Refer to the main plan 
accompanying these profiles. 



 
 
 

Regional Distribution 

 
Map based on filtered post-1983 records.4 Note, this map does not 
necessarily represent the actual species’ distribution within the AMLR. 
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