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Calochilus paludosus Red Beard-orchid 
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Conservation Significance 
The AMLR distribution is disjunct, isolated from other 
extant occurrences within SA. Within the AMLR the 
species’ relative area of occupancy is classified as 
‘Extremely Restricted’. Relative to all AMLR extant 
species, the species' taxonomic uniqueness is 
classified as ‘High’.3 
 
Description 
Beard-orchid. Leaf single, slender, to 18 cm long and 
5 mm broad, ribbed, green with considerable 
amounts of red. Flower stem slender but rigid, to 30 
cm tall, green or red tinted. Flowers one to five, 
about 25 mm across, freely opening, yellow-green 
with red strips. Easily identified by the narrow red leaf, 
and lack of eye-like glands on column base of the 
flower.1 

Distribution and Population 
Currently only known from one very small population in 
My Billy CP (J. Quarmby pers. comm. 2009). 
 
Rare and restricted to swampy areas in SA, but 
common and widespread in the eastern states.1 One 
plant was seen at Mount Billy after the last bushfire (R. 
Bates pers. comm.). 
 
Occurs in QLD, NSW, VIC, TAS and NZ. In SA occurs in 
SL, KI and SE regions.2,6 
 
Post-1983 AMLR filtered records confined to Mount Billy 
CP/ Hindmarsh Valley area.3 
 
Pre-1983 AMLR filtered record from southern Fleurieu 
Peninsula, north of Tunkalilla.3 
 
Habitat 
Occurs on peaty, leached acid sands around swamp 
margins or on raised mounds of peat in more open 
swamps. Usually seen on disturbed ground.1 Often 
associated with Xanthorrhoea spp.2 
 
At Mt Billy CP occurs on damp sandy loam, growing 
near Eucalyptus cosmophylla.5 Historically at Mount 
Crawford, where it occurred in Eucalyptus fasciculosa 
and E. goniocalyx woodland.5 
 
Within the AMLR the preferred broad vegetation 
groups are Heathy Woodland and Wetland.3 
 
Within the AMLR the species’ degree of habitat 
specialisation is classified as ‘High’.3 
 
Biology and Ecology 
Flowers between October and November.1 Self-
pollinated (R. Bates pers. comm.). 
 
Cover and abundance likely to be severely reduced 
by three or more inappropriate fires.4 
 
Aboriginal Significance 
Post-1983 records indicate the entire AMLR distribution 
occurs in southern Ngarrindjeri Nation.3 
 
Threats 
Threats include inadequate recruitment, small 
population size, habitat specificity and browsing by 
herbivores and invertebrates (J. Quarmby pers. comm. 
2009). 
 



 
 
 

As with a large proportion of SA’s orchids, decline is 
due to habitat clearance.1 Weed competition is also 
an important threat, with Phalaris sp. smothering the 
whole population at one site (R. Bates pers. comm.). 
 
Limited occurrence within the AMLR, however the 
majority of known distribution occurs within 2 km of 
confirmed or suspected Phytophthora infestations.3 
 
Additional current direct threats have been identified 
and rated for this species. Refer to the main plan 
accompanying these profiles. 
 
Regional Distribution 

 
Map based on filtered post-1983 records.3 Note, this map does not 
necessarily represent the actual species’ distribution within the AMLR. 
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