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Conservation Significance 
The species has been described as 'probably 
declining' within the AMLR.2 Within the AMLR the 
species’ relative area of occupancy is classified as 
‘Very Restricted’.3 
 
Description 
Small bird with dark wings, white underbody and 
rufous head. The short, slightly forked tail appears 
square in flight. Gregarious, feeding in large flocks 
and nesting in colonies.1 
 
The related Tree Martin (Hirundo nigricans) has a 
black head and a 'dirty' white rump. Martins are 
generally smaller and 'dumpier' than swallows, and 
have a shorter, squared rather than forked tail in 
flight. Call is a soft chirring and twittering.1 
 
Distribution and Population 
Found across Australia.1 Migrates seasonally, moving 
north for winter, with some individuals flying to New 
Guinea.1 
 
Post-1983 AMLR filtered records widespread 
throughout the region, south to Second Valley and 
Victor Harbor, east to Monarto, and north to 
Greenock and Port Gawler.3 Recorded at Adelaide 
Airport every spring and summer (up to 15 
individuals). Summer breeding visitor, winters in 
northern Australia. An increase in numbers could be 

encouraged if nesting sites are conserved.4 
 
Pre-1983 AMLR filtered records indicate a more limited 
distribution (probably reflecting a lack of records) with 
scattered records in the AMLR and coastal reserves.3 
 
Habitat 
Prefers open country near water. Usually observed 
near nesting sites, in cliffs, culverts, bridges and river 
banks.1,4 
 
Within the AMLR the preferred broad vegetation group 
is Riparian.3 
 
Biology and Ecology 
Colonial nester; bottle-shaped mud nests are packed 
closely together on the ceilings of caves, under 
bridges or similar built structures. Both sexes build the 
nest and share incubation and care of the young.1 
 
Breeding season is variable, generally from June to 
December. Clutch size is two to six eggs and 
incubation period 16 days.1 
 
Feed high in the air on flying insects, usually in large 
flocks.1 
 
Aboriginal Significance 
Post-1983 records indicate the AMLR distribution occurs 
in Kaurna, Ngadjuri, Ngarrindjeri and Peramangk 
Nations. It also occurs close to the border of 
Nganguraku Nation.3 
 
Threats 
Availability of nesting sites is of critical importance. 
However, it is adaptive in this regard in that it will use 
both natural and built structures for nesting.1 Also 
requires open areas (near water) rather than densely 
revegetated sites (P. Paton pers. comm.). 
 
Additional current direct threats have been identified 
and rated for this species. Refer to the main plan 
accompanying these profiles. 



 
 
 

Regional Distribution 

 
Map based on filtered post-1983 records.3 Note, this map does not 
necessarily represent the actual species’ distribution within the AMLR. 
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