
What to do if you see a
European shore crab?

Where is the crab found in
South Australia?

Gulf St. Vincent,
South Australia
(dark grey = water)

The European shore crab (or green crab) is an 
introduced pest in Australian waters. Adults of 
this species are predatory, and consume shellfish,
marine worms and other crabs. This crab has 
invaded coasts all over the world and may be a
potenal threat to SA’s shellfish industry. 

HOW TO IDENTIFY THE
EUROPEAN SHORE CRAB
(Carcinus maenas)

What is Carcinus maenas? 



- 8 spines between eyes
- Many colour variants
- 5 spines on each claw

- 6 spines between eyes
- Blue-purple to brown
- Long, narrow claws

- 6 spines on either side of eyes
- Swim paddles on hind legs
- Triangle-shaped carapace (12 cm)

- 9 spines on either side of eyes
- Swim paddles on hind legs
- Diamond-shaped carapace (22 cm)

- 1 small spine on
either side of eyes
- No spines between
eyes
- Square-shaped
carapace (2.5 cm)
- No swim paddles- No swim paddles
- Large, round claws

- 4 spines on either 
side of eyes
- No spines
between eyes
- No swim paddles
- Oval-shaped
carapace (8 cm)carapace (8 cm)
- One larger claw
- Claws with black
ps

- 5 spines on either
side of eyes
- 4 spines between
eyes
- Swim paddles on
hind legs
- Fan-shaped- Fan-shaped
carapace (10 cm)
- Two red spots on
carapace

- 4 spines on either
side of eyes
- No spines between
eyes
- No swim paddles
- Circle-shaped
carapace (8 cm)carapace (8 cm)
- Disnct colour
separaon on
carapace between
cream and brown
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Green circles + ‘N’ = native species
Red circles + ‘I’ = invasive species 
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How to distinguish the European shore crab from other 
crab species found in South Australia?  
European shore crab, green crab 

(Carcinus maenas)

No disnct swim
paddles on hind legs

Yellow-green 
to orange-red
underside

Fan-shaped carapace
(up to 9 cm wide)

3 small spines 
between eyes

5 spines on either
side of eyes

Green-brown
colour (brown,
black, red &
blue variees
also found)
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