
 

   
 

Application for Water Affecting Activity permit  
To erect, construct, modify, enlarge or remove a dam, dam wall or other structure that 

will collect or divert water pursuant to Section 104 of the Landscape South Australia 

Act 2019 

Water storage and diversion  

 Desilting - you do not need a permit to desilt a dam provided it meets Principle 48 in the Hills 

and Fleurieu Water-Affecting Activities Control Policy 

 Dams - construction, enlargement or modifications of a volume greater than 5ML, AND/OR with 

walls greater than 3m above the natural ground surface OR if the property is located within the 

Hills Face Zone, require local council development approval  

To learn more about Water Affecting Activities please refer to the Frequently Asked Questions and Dam 

factsheets found on our website: https://www.landscape.sa.gov.au/hf/water/managing-water/water-

affecting-activities. 

Application fee $62.00 (GST exempt): 

Please ensure payment is made upon lodging this form. Fee applicable from 1 July 2022 to 30 June 2023. 

Timeframe:  

We will access your application in a timely manner, this may take up to 40 working days. Providing 

detailed answers for each question will assist our team to assess your application more efficiently. 

Applicant details  

Title: Mr  Miss  Ms  Mrs  Dr  Other  please specify:_______________________________________ 

Given name/s:  Surname:  

Company name and ABN: (if applicable) 

Postal address: Postcode: 

Phone: Email: 

Location of property 

Street/allotment/section number: Street name: 

Suburb: Postcode: 

Property owner details - please provide property owner details if different from applicant. You 

will need to also provide written persmission from the property owner to undertake the works. 

Title: Mr  Miss  Ms  Mrs  Dr  Other  please specify:_______________________________________ 

Given name/s: Surname: 

Phone: Email: 

Postal address:  Postcode: 

https://www.landscape.sa.gov.au/files/sharedassets/adelaide_and_mt_lofty_ranges/water/managing_water_resources_docs/water_affecting_activities/hflb_2021/water-affecting-activites-control-policy-april2021.pdf
https://www.landscape.sa.gov.au/files/sharedassets/adelaide_and_mt_lofty_ranges/water/managing_water_resources_docs/water_affecting_activities/hflb_2021/water-affecting-activites-control-policy-april2021.pdf
https://www.landscape.sa.gov.au/hf/water/managing-water/water-affecting-activities
https://www.landscape.sa.gov.au/hf/water/managing-water/water-affecting-activities


 

   
 

Supporting documentation to attach to your application 

A Provide photos and a map of the works location 

GPS coordinates (if available)      Easting:                                     Northing:       

Type of works proposed 

A This application is to: tick relevant boxes 

 Construct a new dam (Go to Q1.)              Increase or decrease dam capacity (Go to Q2.) 

If you are proposing to increase the capacity of an existing dam or construct a new one and 

your property is located in the Eastern or Western Mount Lofty Ranges, your proposal needs 

to be consistent with the rules in the relevant Water Allocation Plan and the Hills and Fleurieu 

Water-Affecting Activity Control Policy.   

At this point in time the allocation of new water to allow new (or larger) dam storages is 

reserved by the Minister until it is clear than environmental water provisions can sustain 

water dependent ecosystems at a low level of risk.  

For further information, visit the Board website: Water Allocation Planning or contact your 

local regional landscape centre to discuss (contact details are at the end of this form).   

  Remove a dam (Go to Q3.)  Other works (i.e. repair) (Go to Q5.) 

Q1. Construct a new dam (it is recommended you seek hydrological engineering advice) 

A How many dams do you propose to construct? 

B Provide details on proposed dam measurements: 

Dam depth ____________________m 

Height of dam wall ____________________m (needs to be less than 3m) 

Approximate surface area when full ____________________m2 

Approximate dam capacity ____________________Megalitres (ML) (needs to be less than 5 ML) 

C Provide drawings to describe the works in detail and attach to the application: (may be hand 

drawn or electronic) 

 include all materials being used 

 wall heights 

 batter 

 inflows 

 spillway design 

 protection against scour  

D Proposed water usage: tick relevant boxes 

 Irrigation                                                              Environmental  

 Stock and Domestic                                             Industrial 

 Other. Please specifiy_______________________________________________________________________________ 

http://www.landscape.sa.gov.au/hf/water/water-planning/water-allocation-planning


 

   
 

E Do you have access to the following: tick relevant boxes 

 Mains water                                                       Tank/s 

 Bore water 

F Will the dam be: tick relevant box 

 On-stream (continue)                                        Off-stream (Go to H) 

Refer to Dams in the Hills and Fleurieu Region for more information on definitons.  

G 

 

 

Will the new on-stream dam include a low-flow bypass mechanism installed? 

 Yes                   No  

It is a requirement that all new on-stream dams include a low-flow bypass mechanism.  

Refer to the Dams in the Hills and Fleurieu Region for more information on low-flow bypass 

requirements.  

H If your property is located in the Eastern or Western Mount Lofty Ranges you may need to 

demonstrate an offset i.e. to allow for the construct or capacity increase you need to remove 

or reduce the capacity of an existing dam. 

Are you: tick relevant box  

 Decreasing dam capacity (Go to Q2.)           Removing a dam (Go to Q3.) 

If your property is not located Eastern or Western Mount Lofty Ranges proceed to Q4. 

Q2. Increase or decrease dam capacity 

A How many dams are you working on? 

B Why do you want to increase or decrease dam capacity? 

 

 

 

 

C Provide details on existing dam measurements: 

Dam depth ____________________m 

Height of dam wall ____________________m  

Approximate surface area when full ____________________m2 

Approximate dam capacity ____________________Megalitres (ML)  

D Provide details on proposed dam measurements: 

Dam depth ____________________m 

Height of dam wall ____________________m (only up to 3m) 

Approximate surface area when full ____________________m2 

Approximate dam capacity ____________________Megalitres (ML) (needs to be less than 5ML)  

https://www.landscape.sa.gov.au/files/sharedassets/adelaide_and_mt_lofty_ranges/water/managing_water_resources_docs/water_affecting_activities/hflb_2021/dams-hillsandfleurieu-june_2021.pdf
https://www.landscape.sa.gov.au/files/sharedassets/adelaide_and_mt_lofty_ranges/water/managing_water_resources_docs/water_affecting_activities/hflb_2021/dams-hillsandfleurieu-june_2021.pdf


 

   
 

E Provide drawings to describe the works in detail and attach to the application: (may be hand 

drawn or electronic) 

 wall heights 

 batter 

 inflows 

 spillway design 

 protection against scour  

 materials being used 

F Current water usage: tick relevant boxes 

 Irrigation                                                              Environmental  

 Stock and Domestic                                             Industrial 

 Other. Please specifiy_______________________________________________________________________________ 

G Is the dam: tick relevant box 

 On-stream (Go to H)                                           Off-stream (Go to I)  

Refer to Dams in the Hills and Fleurieu Region for more information on definitons. 

H 

 

 

Does the on-stream dam have a low-flow bypass mechanism installed? tick relevant box 

 Yes                                                                    No  

It is a requirement that all on-stream dams include a low-flow bypass mechanism.  

Refer to the Dams in the Hills and Fleurieu Region for more information on low-flow bypass 

requirements.  

I Do you have a water licence? tick relevant box 

 Yes - Please provide licence number________________________________________________________________ 

 No    

J Continue to Q4. 

Q3. Remove a dam 

A What is the reason(s) for removing your dam? 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

B Is the dam: tick relevant box 

 On-stream                                                            Off-stream  

Refer to Dams in the Hills and Fleurieu Region for more information on definitons. 

https://www.landscape.sa.gov.au/files/sharedassets/adelaide_and_mt_lofty_ranges/water/managing_water_resources_docs/water_affecting_activities/hflb_2021/dams-hillsandfleurieu-june_2021.pdf
https://www.landscape.sa.gov.au/files/sharedassets/adelaide_and_mt_lofty_ranges/water/managing_water_resources_docs/water_affecting_activities/hflb_2021/dams-hillsandfleurieu-june_2021.pdf
https://www.landscape.sa.gov.au/files/sharedassets/adelaide_and_mt_lofty_ranges/water/managing_water_resources_docs/water_affecting_activities/hflb_2021/dams-hillsandfleurieu-june_2021.pdf


 

   
 

C Describe how the works will be undertaken  

(i.e. drain dam, excavator to deposit fill etc.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Q4. Details of other existing dams on this title 

A Please fill out the table below if you have other existing dams on the property title: 

(if more than six, please attach details to this application) 

  Purpose of water use for each dam (ML) 

 Dam capacity (ML) Irrigation Stock and domestic Other 

1     

2     

3     

4     

5     

6     
 

Q5. Other works (i.e. dam repairs)  

A Provide details of other works: 

(i.e. what this work involves, details of materials being used etc.)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

   
 

Q6. When will the works be undertaken and by who 

A Who will be undertaking the works? 
 Myself                       Contractor       Contractor name: ________________________________________ 

Contractor contact details: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

B When will the works be undertaken? tick relevant box 

 September to May              June to August       

It is recommended that works are avoided during the wet season. 

Q7. Identifying risks and implementing control measures 

A Identify the risks associated with these works: 

(think about the potential impacts to water quality, bed and bank stability and water habitat, such as 

water pollution; excavator destroying dam wall; materials being washed downstream etc.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

B List the actions you have taken to avoid or reduce the identified risks:  

(i.e. minimising excavator footprint; batters well compacted; saught advice from hydrological 

enginner or contractor etc.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

   
 

Checklist 

A Please ensure the following information is attached: 

*Note: do not send original documents as all documentation will be kept on file and will not be 

returned. 

 Application fee 

 Written permission from property owner (if applicable) 

 Water licence number (if applicable)  

 Photos and map of works location 

 Drawings  

Sign/Date 

 

Signature:______________________________________________________ 

 

Date:____________________________________ 

Lodgement instructions 

Email hf.landscapeboard@sa.gov.au 

 

Posting or in person at one of the following offices: 

Please mark all envelopes ‘WAA permit application’. 

 

Hills and Fleurieu Landscape Board - Mt Barker 

Upper level, corner Mann & Walker Streets, Mt Barker SA 5251 

Ph: 08 8391 7500 

Hills and Fleurieu Landscape Board - Willunga 

5 Aldinga Road, Willunga SA 5172 

Ph: 08 8550 3400 

Payment instructions 

EFT payments 

Account name:     DEW DEBTORS ACCOUNT 

BSB:                      065 266 (Commonwealth Bank) 

A/C number:        1 0000 960 

Reference:            H&F WAA – (please insert your surname or business name) 

Amount:               $61.00 
 


