
 

 

Successful Grassroots Grants Applications: 2024-2025 

Project title Organisation Description Funded 

Cacti control around Lipson Lipson Progress and Hall 

Association 

This project has been developed with the intention of significantly reducing the spread of Cacti (Opuntioids) in 

Lipson, as well as restoring local biodiversity, through active community landscape management in the area. Cacti, 

specifically the Opuntia elata (Riverina Pear) and Opuntia ficus-indica have infested local waterways, drainage areas 

and township backyards.  With the assistance of local birds, bats, and wildlife in general, which utilise the cacti as a 

food source; the cacti have begun to spread exponentially – especially after localised flooding.  The project will 

include a weed exchange program for residents, exchanging endemic shrubs for removed cacti. Biological controls 

will also be used. Volunteers will assist community members who are unable to remove cacti on their properties 

themselves. 

$1,725 

Eyre Peninsula Woodland 

Community Awareness 

Yallunda Flat A & H Society The aims of this project are improving the native vegetation at Yallunda Flat Showgrounds, and increasing 

awareness of the EP Blue Gum vegetation amongst school children.  It will include the propagation and planting of 

EP Blue Gum trees and other natives, pruning and care of existing trees, and pest plant control. It will also include a 

colouring competition, with an EP Blue Gum Woodland theme, for school children in Ungarra, Tumby Bay and 

Cummins. Signage will also be installed at the showgrounds. 

$5,000 

Access management to 

protect coastal vegetation and 

wetlands at Tumby Bay 

Eastern Lower Eyre Peninsula 

Landcare Management 

Committee 

This project will complete fencing the coastal saltmarsh wetland and coastal vegetation between First and Second 

Creek, Tumby Bay, protecting it from illegal vehicle and motorbike access.  It builds on work completed by EP 

Landscape Board under the Saltmarsh Threat Abatement and Recovery project. A group of Aboriginal students from 

Port Lincoln High School will assist with rehabilitating coastal access points that have been damaged by people 

driving off track into coastal vegetation.  Fox control will also be undertaken in the surrounding areas to protect 

wildlife in the area, especially the migratory shorebirds that feed in and around Second Creek. 

$7,560 

Environmental protection and 

rehabilitation at Sleaford and 

Fishery Bay 

Sleaford District Progress 

Association 

This project includes the installation of tourism information signage at Fishery Bay and at Sleaford Bay, and erosion 

protection and planting works at Sleaford Bay. Information signage will identify Nauo as Traditional Owners, and 

will draw a link between Nauo Traditional Owners and the area.  It is also planned to include information about 

Matthew Flinders’ exploration of the coast. Permanent citizen science photopoints will also be installed so that the 

broader community can contribute to long term monitoring of these sites. 

$10,101 

What's living under the jetty? Port Neill Primary School Working with staff from National Parks and Wildlife Services SA (NPWSSA), students from Port Neill Primary School 

will develop information signage for Port Neill Jetty.  Students will learn about marine biology with NPWSSA, and 

use this knowledge to development information signage, They will also work with Barngarla to create a mural on an 

outdoor school wall to represent sea life and reference sea animals in Barngarla language; and use this knowledge 

to develop information signage. Marine debris surveys will be conducted on the beach.  Students will also work 

with Next Gen Waste Co. to create recycled plastic backboards for the signage. 

$9,000 



 

 

Project title Organisation Description Funded 

Protecting habitat for and 

reducing threats to the 

nationally threatened Metallic 

Sun Orchid and Southern 

Emu-wren at Wanilla 

Lower Eyre Council  

(as sponsor for Chris 

Deslandes) 

The native species diversity and habitat value around Wanilla is significant. The vegetation is comprised of 

melaleuca shrubland and sheoak woodland in great condition. These vegetation communities support the 

nationally endangered southern Emu-wren (a recent discovery in this area) and also a population of nationally 

endangered Metallic Sun-orchid and nationally vulnerable Ironstone Mulla Mulla (Ptilotus beckerianus). This project 

will reduce two key threats present to these species. Introduced weeds will be managed, with a focus on perennial 

veldt grass, bridal creeper, African daisy and woody weeds such as Aleppo pine which occur in the area. Feral cats 

will also be controlled. Qualified contractors will be engaged to complete control work on council managed 

crownland and road reserves. 

Aurizon, who manage the rail reserve area, have also agreed to assist in rail reserve areas to help achieve a buffer 

zone. 

Flora and fauna surveys will be completed in-kind by Wanilla residents. Evidence of predators (feral cat, fox, rabbit 

and deer) will also be recorded using FeralScan. 

$10,400 

Rabbit exclusion fencing at 

East Bay, Point Boston, and 

removal of declared weed 

‘White Weeping Broom’, 

Retama raetam, from land 

managed by Point Boston 

Community Corporation Inc. 

Point Boston Community 

Corporation Inc. 

Point Boston is a unique coastal development encompassing 750 ha of combined native vegetation and 

development lots. This area is an exemplar of the balance between development and management of native, 

particularly coastal, environments and is an area of Significant Environmental Benefit (SEB). This project is for the 

removal of the declared and priority weed White Weeping Broom, Retama raetam, from land owned and managed 

by the Point Boston Community Corporation, with the ultimate aim of eradicating the weed. The project will also 

address problems with pest rabbit infestation at Point Boston. 

Their project to establish a rabbit fence, aims to build on work which has been undertaken by the community, to 

further enhance the coastal area, fencing and excluding rabbits from the coast, revegetating sensitive areas, 

highlighting threatened species and undertaking perennial weed control. 

$15,000 

Inform and Inspire: First steps 

in best practice carbon 

farming, and updates for land 

management on Lower Eyre 

Peninsula 

WoTL Ltd The project involves both a crop walk and carbon farming days for a WoTL group of women connected through 

agriculture. Both sessions will be facilitated by George Pedler of George Pedler Ag, who has built a rapport with the 

group. The crop walk day held in spring 2024 will expand on learnings and updates from the 2023 crop walk day 

with George, and tie in new developments with local land and pest plant management, as well as in field carbon 

farming management examples.   

The second workshop day will introduce the concept of carbon farming, carbon accounting, and baseline 

measurements. The session content will be informed by the training program currently being develop by the 

University of Melbourne and the members of the Lower EP WoTL Group. George Pedler will participate in the 

training the University of Melbourne will provide to the currently developing South Australian Carbon Farming 

Community of Practice. It is envisaged the workshop will identify what participants could be voluntarily doing now 

to prepare for emerging policies and regulations in the future, and clarify where good carbon management aligns 

with good agricultural practices and business management.  The EP Landscape Board Carbon Outreach Officer will 

attend and participate in the carbon farming day, to add value and knowledge, and create connections with a 

proactive community.  

$11,858 
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Securing future water supply 

for environmental works 

Lower Eyre Coastcare 

Association Inc. 

The key aim of this project is to secure a rainwater supply to the Lake Wangary School native plant nursery where 

thousands of seedlings are grown each year for community revegetation projects. The nursery was on bore water 

but the water quality declined to the point where it is unsuitable for growing seedlings. Rainwater is therefore 

needed for the nursery. The project would include the purchase and installation of a 30,000 L rainwater tank to 

augment the existing rainwater tank.  

$5,650 

 

Native Garden and Meeting 

Place 

Samaritan College - Saint 

John's Campus 

This grant will be used to establish a garden containing vegetation native to the Whyalla area and that is important 

to the school's aboriginal students and families. The garden will be designed, planted and maintained by current 

and future indigenous students as part of the school's Cultural Connections program. The garden will include a 

yarning circle in the middle where the indigenous students and their teachers can engage and connect with each 

other.  The garden will help build up the cultural competence of the school, at the same time supporting the 

Aboriginal students and celebrating Aboriginal culture.  The garden will also feature signs identifying the native 

plants and their uses in indigenous cooking and medicine. It is planned to integrate learning the use of these plants 

into the curriculum through home economics and other subjects. 

$6,100 

Pildappa Rock Recreation 

Reserve Redevelopment 

Project - Stage 2 

Wudinna District Council Pildappa Rock is a site of State and Regional significance.  It is heritage listed and one of eleven destinations under 

the Eyes on Eyre project. Under this project signage will be made and installed at the site. The intent of the signage 

will be to ensure the site is recognised for the environmental heritage site that it is and treated with the due care 

and respect it deserves. The signage will be informative, regarding the natural environment. Designs will align with 

the design work for other Mount Wudinna signage to ensure uniformity. 

$15,000 

Trial OvoControl of Pigeons District Council of Elliston Despite a significant ongoing and targeted shooting program, pigeon numbers in Elliston are increasing. The 

increasing pigeon population cause extensive damage to property and pose a threat to human health.  They also 

congregate in the Elliston Wetlands, home to a number of native species, competing with natives for food and 

water. Under this project a trail of the newly Australian Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines Authority (APVMA) 

approved OvoControl pigeon control will be implemented, with the aim of decreasing pigeon numbers within 

Elliston. 

$15,000 

Introduction to Cultural 

Burning - A traditional land 

management practice 

South Australian Native Title 

Services 

The project will support a visit by Víctor Steffensen from Firestick Alliance Fire to EP for three days in August 2024.  

Firestick Alliance Fire is an Aboriginal led network dedicated to revitalising cultural burning practices in Aboriginal 

and Torres Strait Islander communities and educating people about the importance of these practices for land 

management and cultural preservation.  Led by Wirangu and Nauo Traditional Owners, Victor will introduce the 

theory of cultural burning, facilitating the exchange of cross-cultural knowledge between Traditional Owners, 

emergency service agencies, government agencies, local government and other relevant stakeholders to promote a 

collaborative approach to fire and land management. The project complements application submitted to Disaster 

Ready Fund to undertake two cultural burns on Eyre Peninsula. This grant funding will support the initial exchange 

of traditional and contemporary knowledge to work towards a common understanding of the benefits and 

challenges of cultural burning and its role in managing landscape in a holistic and sustainable manner. 

$15,000 

 


