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Cleaning or desilting springs, soaks 
and waterholes 

Are you thinking of cleaning or desilting a spring, soak or waterhole? 

These natural resources are extremely sensitive, and it is essential that 

they are well managed. This fact sheet provides important information on 

desilting springs, soaks and waterholes and your obligations under the 

Landscape South Australia Act 2019. 

What are soaks, 
springs and 
waterholes? 
Springs, soaks and waterholes are 

waterbody systems driven by groundwater 

which exist naturally or have been 

developed in our landscape. They form 

wetland habitats supporting plants and 

wildlife and are also used for water supply. 

The water-table is generally at a level near 

the land’s surface or groundwater ‘springs’ 

out at ground level. Commonly found in 

watercourses, wetlands, upper gullies and 

hillsides. 

The water quality depends on the quality of 

groundwater and the way they are 

managed. For example, the salinity of water 

in a soak is generally relative to the salinity 

of the local groundwater quality. Poor 

management of a soak and exposure to 

excessive evaporation can increase its 

salinity and spoil it for use.  

Stock and domestic 
water supplies 
When these systems are utilised for stock 

water and domestic purposes, good 

management is essential to maintain water 

quality and long term sustainability. Water 

quality is a priority for growing healthy 

stock, the health of humans and for natural 

systems. 

Common water quality issues observed in 

poorly maintained springs, soaks and 

waterholes include: 

 High salinity levels and high 

evaporation. 

 Algal blooms from fertiliser pollution 

and sun light.  

 Muddy water and high E. coli levels 

from stock and animal faeces and direct 

stock access. 

Cleaning or desilting 
a stock spring, soak 
or waterhole 
Desilting a spring, soak or waterhole may be 

required due to the build-up of silt and 

accumulated materials. Under the current 

Eyre Peninsula Water Affecting Activity 

Control Policy a spring, soak or waterhole 

can be desilted without applying for a 

Water Affecting Activity (WAA) permit, 

providing specific conditions are met. Please 

refer to the following page. 

Duty of care 
In South Australia, all people have a general 

statutory duty under the Landscape South 

Australia Act 2019 to act reasonably and 
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responsibly in relation to the management 

of natural resources. 

Your obligations 
within the Eyre 
Peninsula Landscape 
Board region 

The following conditions must be followed. 

This information can be found in the Water 

Affecting Activity Control Policy for the Eyre 

Peninsula. 

Principle 28: A permit is not required for 
desilting a spring, soak or waterhole 
provided: 

a) The spring, soak or waterhole is 

currently accessed for 

b) stock and domestic purposes, and 

desilting only involves the removal of 

accumulated material; 

c) Desilting does not make the opening of 

the spring larger; 

d) Excavated material is not deposited 

within a watercourse, lake or floodplain 

of a watercourse; and 

e) Native vegetation in not removed 

unless authorisation is obtained under 

the Native Vegetation Act 1991. 

IMPORTANT: Activities which include works 

other than desilting a spring, soak or 

waterhole will require a Water Affecting 

Activity Permit. These activities include: 

 Excavating to deepen or enlarge; 

 Installing a well casing; 

 Clearing vegetation; 

 Excavating a new waterpoint; and 

 Any other structural modification to a 

spring, soak or waterhole. 

 

 

 

 

Note: For the purpose of Principle 28, springs, 

soaks and waterholes fall within the definition 

of a watercourse or lake (including a 

wetland) in accordance with the Landscape 

South Australia Act. 

If in doubt contact the Eyre Peninsula 

Landscape Board. 

Springs, soaks and waterholes are important 

resources, and need to be managed 

appropriately. 

Please contact a Water Resources Officer to 

discuss your management plans and 

options. 

Penalties apply 

Undertaking a Water Affecting Activity 

without a permit, breaching of the permit 

conditions or breaching the principles of the 

Eyre Peninsula Landscape Plan is an offence 

under the Landscape South Australia Act. 

If you are unsure on permit requirements, 

please seek advice from the Landscape board 

before conducting any works. 

More information 

Email: ep.landscape@sa.gov.au  

Phone: 08 8688 3200 

www.landscape.sa.gov.au/ep 
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