Buffel grass

(Cenchrus ciliaris)

Fact sheet

What do they look like?

Buffel grass is an erect, deep rooted, tussock
forming summer-growing perennial grass. It has
green leaves 1cm wide and grows up to 50cm tall.
Flowering occurs throughout the year, usually after
rain, making it easier to identify. Seed heads are
dense, purple in colour, and cylindrical, growing
approximately 10cm long. They are covered in
clusters of white bristles giving them a fluffy
appearance. The bristly burrs are borne on a zigzag
central axis. The seeds are spread by wind, water,
people, machinery, livestock, birds and other wild
animals. The plants tend to be introduced to an
area through transport lines such as roads and rail
lines and start spreading from there.

Why should buffel grass
be controlled?

Buffel grass was brought to Australia from
Southern Africa and South West Asia to control
dust and improve pasture but has become an
agricultural and environmental weed. Once
established, this grass can form a dense
monoculture that prevents native species from
establishing. It is drought and fire resistant and can
withstand heavy grazing. The plant commonly
reproduces by seed (produced with or without
fertilisation) or vegetatively through rhizome or
stolon production. The plant can germinate and set
seed within six weeks, out competing native
species and threatening endangered animals due
to food and habitat loss. The grass can grow and
establish a colony in a broad range of soil types
and landscapes.
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What are my
responsibilities?

Buffel grass is declared under the Landscape
South Australia Act 2019. This means it is illegal to
transport or sell this plant and all property owners
have a responsibility to control buffel grass on
their property. The Eyre Peninsula has been
identified as an eradication zone, meaning that all
infestations are to be destroyed and monitored
regularly. Residents who rent their properties also
have obligations to control declared species. This
also includes anyone who is leasing property
unless other arrangements have been made.
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What are the best ways to
control buffel grass?

Established infestations can be difficult to
eliminate. Control may need to be repeated several
times a year for many years. Buffel grass seeds may
survive for up to four years in the soil so it is
essential that known sites are revisited regularly.

A combination of the following methods will give
you the best long-term results.

Chemical control

Fire and chemical control together have yielded
the best results. When the plant is green and
actively growing (usually Dec-March and after
summer rains) thoroughly spray the plant with
herbicide.

Consult the PIRSA SA Weed Control Handbook for
herbicide control options and application rates.
You can find it online at:
https://www.pir.sa.gov.au/ data/assets/pdf file/00
20/232382/weed-control-handbook.pdf.

Bioweed, one of the herbicides that can be used, is
made from pine oil and suppresses seeds on the
weed and ground. When it comes into contact with
the seed, it dries out the epidermis or coating. This
leads to the seed cracking prematurely and drying
out the embryo. Slashing to promote fresh growth
2-3 weeks before spraying will increase
effectiveness.
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When using herbicides always ensure that you
follow the label directions.

After the plants have died and are dry, if conditions
permit, burn the plants. Spraying post-burn is
essential.

Mechanical control

Seedlings, small plants and small infestations can
be grubbed, making sure all the roots are
removed. As grubbing may encourage growth
from any remaining root system, monitor the
site and spray and then burn any regrowth.
Correct disposal of grubbed plants is essential
to prevent further spread of this weed. Burn the
plant if possible, otherwise bag the seed

heads and place them in your bin for deep
burial at the dump.

Do you have buffel grass?

If you think you have buffel grass on your property,
Eyre Peninsula Landscape Board staff can provide
advice on control and management.

More information

Email: ep.landscapeboard@sa.gov.au
Phone: 08 8688 3200
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