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Summary of citizen science project “EP Birds" data
21 March 2020 to 4 November 2021

A number of trained volunteers participate in our EP Birds citizen science monitoring program,
conducting regular bird surveys at specific monitoring sites, and/or contributing data on
opportunistic bird sightings and surveys. Every one to two years, data submitted by volunteers is
reviewed and verified, being checked for spatial and taxonomic accuracy, by bird expert Stuart
Collard. The data is then entered into the Biological Databases of South Australia, and becomes
publicly available through NatureMaps.

This report summarises the data collected through the EP Birds program for the period

21 March 2020 to 4 November 2021. During this survey period, 827 surveys, comprising 5,156
individual bird records were entered into the Eyre Peninsula Bird Monitoring Portal. Details of the
surveys are provided below.

Summary of survey effort

Data was submitted by twelve observers (Table 1). Lorraine Walford, Peter Wilkins and Fran Solly
were the leading contributors to the database during the period.

Table 1: Total number of birds recorded per surveyor

Surveyor Total
Andrew Freeman 1
Katrina Pobke 15
Carol Lydeamore 95
Greg Cook 163
Geraldine Turner 169
Stuart Collard and Geraldine Turner 213
Gail Wiseman 223
Jan Hetherington 250
Stuart Collard 292
Fran Solly 377
Peter Wilkins 1,044
Lorraine Walford 2,314
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Grand Total 5,156

Site locations

Data was collected from 95 separate survey sites across the Eyre Peninsula, including two offshore/
pelagic sites (Figure 1). A variety of different survey methods consistent with the EP Birds monitoring
protocols were used, including 2 Ha, 20 minute surveys at selected Bushland Condition Monitoring
Sites, 500 m radius surveys, and opportunistic sightings.
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https://www.landscape.sa.gov.au/ep/get-involved/citizen-science
https://www.environment.sa.gov.au/topics/science/information-and-data/biological-databases-of-south-australia
https://data.environment.sa.gov.au/NatureMaps/Pages/default.aspx
https://biocollect.ala.org.au/acsa/project/index/c32d1811-afbc-410d-b68b-4835ba2dc7a5
https://apps.environment.sa.gov.au/emap/envmaps-query.do;jsessionid=4de404bba552a03d6e678c5a9cc9?key=995&cmd=su.SurveySummaryDetailList
https://apps.environment.sa.gov.au/emap/envmaps-query.do;jsessionid=4de404bba552a03d6e678c5a9cc9?key=994&cmd=su.SurveySummaryDetailList
https://apps.environment.sa.gov.au/emap/envmaps-query.do;jsessionid=4de404bba552a03d6e678c5a9cc9?key=993&cmd=su.SurveySummaryDetailList
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Figure 1. Map of survey sites 21/3/20 to 4/11/2021

General data summary
Total number of birds: 5,156 (includes total of “in”, “out” and “fly over” records).

Total number of species: 133 (130 native and 3 introduced) (Table 3).

Introduced species were Common Starling, House Sparrow and Eurasian Skylark. Notable records
are listed in Table 2

Most abundant species: Black-faced Cormorant (see Table 3 for full details).

Table 2: Notable records

Species Total Surveyor
Number
Acanthiza (Geobasileus) uropygialis (Chestnut-Rumped Thornbill) 1 Lorraine Walford
Aegotheles (Aegotheles) cristatus (Australian Owlet-Nightjar) 1 Greg Cook
Ardenna carneipes (Flesh-Footed Shearwater) 1 Peter Wilkins
Artamus (Campbellornis) personatus (Masked Woodswallow) 4 Lorraine Walford
Biziura lobata (Musk Duck) 14 Lorraine Walford
Cacomantis (Vidgenia) pallidus (Pallid Cuckoo) 3 Lorraine Walford
Coturnix (Coturnix) pectoralis (Stubble Quail) 4 Lorraine Walford
Daphoenositta (Neositta) chrysoptera (Varied Sittella) 6 Greg Cook
Hieraaetus (Hieraaetus) morphnoides (Little Eagle) 1 Greg Cook
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Species

Lalage (Lalage) sueurii

Lichenostomus cratitius

Melopsittacus undulatus

Neophema (Neonanodes) elegans
Oreoica gutturalis

Pachycephala (Timixos) inornata
Petrochelidon (Petrochelidon) ariel
Pterodroma (Pterodroma) macroptera
Stagonopleura (Stagonopleura) guttata
Thalassarche cauta

Thalassarche melanophris

Turnix (Austroturnix) varius

Vanellus (Lobivanellus) tricolor

(White-Winged Triller)

(Purple-Gaped Honeyeater)

(Budgerigar)
(Elegant Parrot)
(Crested Bellbird)
(Gilbert's Whistler)
(Fairy Martin)

(Great-Winged Petrel)

(Diamond Firetail)

(Shy Albatross)

(Black-Browed Albatross)
(Painted Button-Quail)

(Banded Lapwing)
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Total

Number Surveyor
3 Lorraine Walford
2 Lorraine Walford
7 Lorraine Walford

28 Lorraine Walford

3 Lorraine Walford
1 Lorraine Walford
8 Lorraine Walford
5 Peter Wilkins
2 Geraldine Turner
7 Peter Wilkins
2 Peter Wilkins
1 Lorraine Walford

18 Lorraine Walford

Data issues

The majority of data records appeared to be accurate and consistent with known distributions for
bird species on Eyre Peninsula, with only a small number of corrections to the data made during

review.

Surveyors should be aware of the following potential identification, data collection and data entry

errors:

e Locationdata — ensure that coordinates are entered in the correct boxes in the portal

e Differences between Little Raven and Australian Raven:

Click here for a useful resource on this.

Future surveys

Survey effort has dropped off significantly during the latest review period. Maintaining survey effort
(number and geographic spread of surveys and diversity of surveyors) is important so that
meaningful long-term trend data can be generated by the survey and used to guide environmental

management decisions.

Surveyors are encouraged to continue to submit their records to enhance the long-term value of the

dataset.


https://ebird.org/australia/news/identifying-australian-raven-and-little-raven-in-south-east-australia#:~:text=Little%20Ravens%20can%20occur%20in,each%20note%20of%20the%20call.
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Table 3: Species counts across all survey sites
Species Total Exotic
Species Richness 133
Total Abundance 5,156
Acanthiza (Geobasileus) uropygialis (Chestnut-Rumped Thornbill) 1
Accipiter (Paraspizias) cirrocephalus (Collared Sparrowhawk) 1
Aegotheles (Aegotheles) cristatus (Australian Owlet-Nightjar) 1
Aphelocephala leucopsis (Southern Whiteface) 1
Ardenna carneipes (Flesh-Footed Shearwater) 1
Cincloramphus (Maclennania) mathewsi (Rufous Songlark) 1
Dromaius novaehollandiae (Emu) 1
Egretta sacra (Eastern Reef Egret) 1
Falco (Falco) longipennis (Australian Hobby) 1
Gerygone fusca (Western Gerygone) 1
Hieraaetus (Hieraaetus) morphnoides (Little Eagle) 1
Microeca (Microeca) fascinans (Jacky Winter) 1
Pachycephala (Timixos) inornata (Gilbert's Whistler) 1
Passer (Passer) domesticus (House Sparrow) 1
Phalacrocorax (Phalacrocorax) carbo (Great Cormorant) 1
Puffinus (Puffinus) gavia (Fluttering Shearwater) 1
Tringa (Rhyacophilus) stagnatilis (Marsh Sandpiper) 1
Turnix (Austroturnix) varius (Painted Button-Quail) 1
Artamus (Campbellornis) superciliosus (White-Browed Woodswallow) 2
Cacomantis (Vidgenia) flabelliformis (Fan-Tailed Cuckoo) 2
Eudyptula minor (Little Penguin) 2
Geopelia striata (Peaceful Dove) 2
Haliaeetus (Pontoaetus) leucogaster (White-Bellied Sea-Eagle) 2
Himantopus himantopus (Pied Stilt) 2
Lichenostomus cratitius (Purple-Gaped Honeyeater) 2
Myiagra (Seisura) inquieta (Restless Flycatcher) 2
Pardalotus (Pardalotus) punctatus (Spotted Pardalote) 2
Thalassarche melanophris (Black-Browed Albatross) 2
Chlidonias (Pelodes) hybrida (Whiskered Tern) 3
Egretta garzetta (Little Egret) 3
Grallina cyanoleuca (Magpie-Lark) 3
Lalage (Lalage) sueurii (White-Winged Triller) 3
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Oreoica gutturalis (Crested Bellbird) 3
Pandion cristatus (Eastern Osprey) 3
Ptilotula ornata (Yellow-Plumed Honeyeater) 3
Todiramphus (Todiramphus) sanctus (Sacred Kingfisher) 3
Actitis hypoleucos (Common Sandpiper) 4
Alauda arvensis (Eurasian Skylark) 4
Ardea (Casmerodius) modesta (Eastern Great Egret) 4
Cacomantis (Vidgenia) pallidus (Pallid Cuckoo) 4
Coturnix (Coturnix) pectoralis (Stubble Quail) 4
Gliciphila melanops (Tawny-Crowned Honeyeater) 4
Hydroprogne caspia (Caspian Tern) 4
Parvipsitta porphyrocephala (Purple-Crowned Lorikeet) 4
Stagonopleura (Stagonopleura) guttata (Diamond Firetail) 4
Sternula nereis (Fairy Tern) 4
Aquila (Uroaetus) audax (Wedge-Tailed Eagle) 5
Falco (Tinnunculus) cenchroides (Nankeen Kestrel) 5
Glossopsitta concinna (Musk Lorikeet) 5
Phaps (Phaps) chalcoptera (Common Bronzewing) 5
Poliocephalus poliocephalus (Hoary-Headed Grebe) 5
Pterodroma (Pterodroma) macroptera (Great-Winged Petrel) 5
Dacelo (Dacelo) novaeguineae (Kookaburra) 6
Daphoenositta (Neositta) chrysoptera (Varied Sittella) 6
Falco (leracidea) berigora (Brown Falcon) 6
Petroica (Petroica) goodenovii (Red-Capped Robin) 6
Calidris (Erolia) acuminata (Sharp-Tailed Sandpiper) 7
Malurus (Leggeornis) pulcherrimus (Blue-Breasted Fairy-Wren) 7
Melopsittacus undulatus (Budgerigar) 7
Thalassarche cauta (Shy Albatross) 7
Tringa (Glottis) nebularia (Common Greenshank) 7
Vanellus (Lobipluvia) miles (Masked Plover) 7
Eopsaltria (Eopsaltria) griseogularis (Western Yellow Robin) 8
Gymnorhina tibicen (Australian Magpie) 8
Phaps (Phaps) elegans (Brush Bronzewing) 8
Thinornis rubricollis (Hooded Plover) 9
Ocyphaps lophotes (Crested Pigeon) 10
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Pachycephala (Alisterornis) rufiventris (Rufous Whistler) 10
Phalacrocorax (Phalacrocorax) sulcirostris (Little Black Cormorant) 11
Anas (Nettion) gracilis (Grey Teal) 12
Artamus (Angroyan) cinereus (Black-Faced Woodswallow) 12
Petrochelidon (Petrochelidon) ariel (Fairy Martin) 12
Chalcites basalis (Horsfield's Bronze-Cuckoo) 13
Coracina (Coracina) novaehollandiae (Black-Faced Cuckoo-Shrike) 13
Malurus (Leggeornis) lamberti (Variegated Fairy-Wren) 14
Neophema (Neonanodes) petrophila (Rock Parrot) 14
Rhipidura (Rhipidura) albiscapa (Grey Fantail) 14
Drymodes brunneopygia (Southern Scrub-Robin) 15
Cincloramphus (Cincloramphus) cruralis (Brown Songlark) 16
Corvus coronoides (Australian Raven) 16
Haematopus longirostris (Pied Oystercatcher) 16
Pachycephala (Pachycephala) pectoralis (Golden Whistler) 16
Acanthiza (Acanthiza) apicalis (Inland Thornbill) 17
Vanellus (Lobivanellus) tricolor (Banded Lapwing) 18
Cracticus torquatus (Grey Butcherbird) 19
Cereopsis novaehollandiae (Cape Barren Goose) 21
Melithreptus (Eidopsarus) brevirostris (Brown-Headed Honeyeater) 21
Petrochelidon (Hylochelidon) nigricans (Tree Martin) 21
Artamus (Angroyan) cyanopterus (Dusky Woodswallow) 22
Cygnus (Chenopis) atratus (Black Swan) 22
Nesoptilotis leucotis (White-Eared Honeyeater) 22
Artamus (Campbellornis) personatus (Masked Woodswallow) 23
Rhipidura (Sauloprocta) leucophrys (Willie Wagtail) 24
Corcorax melanorhamphos (White-Winged Chough) 25
Egretta novaehollandiae (White-Faced Heron) 25
Haematopus fuliginosus (Sooty Oystercatcher) 26
Anthus (Anthus) novaeseelandiae (Australian Pipit) 27
Sericornis (Sericornis) frontalis (White-Browed Scrubwren) 27
Neophema (Neonanodes) elegans (Elegant Parrot) 28
Psephotus (Psephotus) varius (Mulga Parrot) 30
Strepera (Neostrepera) versicolor (Grey Currawong) 32
Acanthiza (Geobasileus) chrysorrhoa (Yellow-Rumped Thornbill) 33
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Trichoglossus haematodus (Rainbow Lorikeet) 36
Biziura lobata (Musk Duck) 37
Cladorhynchus leucocephalus (Banded Stilt) 41
Colluricincla (Colluricincla) harmonica (Grey Shrike-Thrush) 41
Purnella albifrons (White-Fronted Honeyeater) 43
Manorina (Myzantha) flavigula (Yellow-Throated Miner) 48
Malurus (Malurus) cyaneus (Superb Fairy-Wren) 50
Anthochaera (Anthochaera) carunculata (Red Wattlebird) 54
Phylidonyris (Meliornis) novaehollandiae (New Holland Honeyeater) 54
Acanthagenys rufogularis (Spiny-Cheeked Honeyeater) 57
Pardalotus (Pardalotinus) striatus (Striated Pardalote) 57
Pelecanus conspicillatus (Australian Pelican) 60
Epthianura (Epthianura) albifrons (White-Fronted Chat) 63
Larus (Larus) pacificus (Pacific Gull) 66
Corvus mellori (Little Raven) 72
Hirundo (Hirundo) neoxena (Welcome Swallow) 89
Charadrius (Charadrius) ruficapillus (Red-Capped Plover) 92
Zosterops lateralis (Silvereye) 93
Barnardius zonarius (Australian Ringneck) 95
Pomatostomus (Morganornis) superciliosus (White-Browed Babbler) 97
Smicrornis brevirostris (Weebill) 102
Microcarbo melanoleucos (Little Pied Cormorant) 109
Gavicalis virescens (Singing Honeyeater) 126
Chroicocephalus novaehollandiae (Silver Gull) 139
Phalacrocorax (Phalacrocorax) varius (Pied Cormorant) 156
Tadorna (Casarca) tadornoides (Australian Shelduck) 193
Eolophus roseicapilla (Galah) 199
Calidris (Ereunetes) ruficollis (Red-Necked Stint) 225
Thalasseus bergii (Crested Tern) 259
Sturnus (Sturnus) vulgaris (Starling) 311
Phalacrocorax (Anacarbo) fuscescens (Black-Faced Cormorant) 1,164




