
Is the water to be used for:
• Road making where water salinity is 

less than 5,000mg/ litre total 
dissolved solids?

• irrigation, or any other purpose?

Taking surface or ground water within the AW region

YES

NO

NO

YES

Is the location of the water within 20km of a town?

Permission 
IS 

required from 
the AW NRM 

Board

Is the water to be used for:
• domestic supplies or watering stock?
• fire fighting?
• control of pest plants and animals?
• Native Title purposes?
• Road making where water salinity is greater than 

5,000mg/ litre total dissolved solids?

Permission 
IS NOT 

required from 
the AW NRM 

Board
YES



All activities that require water 
outside of 20km of town 
boundaries are permitted.

Most activities that require within 
20km of town boundaries are 
permitted (refer to the white circle 
for further information)



Applicant obtains 
land clearance for 

water activities from 
the landholding 
authority (LHA)

Applicant submits 
application to take 

groundwater surface or 
watercourse water to 

the AW NRM Board, and 
MUST include written 

evidence of consent from 
LHA

(1) (2) 

AW reviews 
application and seeks 
scientific advice from 

Dept. Environment 
and Water and 
Environment 

Protection Agency
(4) 

You must have written 
consent from the LHA to 

proceed (e.g. MUST 
include either: official 

minutes of Exec/Council 
meeting, letter from 

LHA, and/or 
Anthropology clearance 

report)

(3)

TEMPLATES

① Application form

② Guide to applying

③ Letter template

④ Assessment report

⑤ Presentation – for Board decision

⑥ Out of Session Paper to seek Board decision

⑦ Letters – permission or refusal

Letter with permission 
or refusal issued to 

applicant by Presiding 
Member on behalf of 
the AW NRM Board

(7)

AW drafts 
assessment 
report and
advice to 
applicant 

AW NRM 
Board decides 

whether to 
issue 

permission

Process for obtaining permission to take water – Section 127 (2) of the NRM Act

Note: application to AW can 
be submitted at same time 
as LHA clearance occurring

Applicant presents their 
request to take 
groundwater or 

watercourse water at 
Board meeting for 

decision

(5)

AW staff sends 
assessment report 

to Presiding 
Member for 

approval Out of 
Session 

(6)

LEGEND

Applicant

AW staff

Decision Point

OR



Applicant obtains 
land clearance for 

water activities from 
the landholding 
authority (LHA)

Applicant submits 
application for Water 

Affecting Activity to the 
AW NRM Board, and 
MUST include written 

evidence of consent from 
LHA

(1) (2) 

AW reviews 
application

(4) 

You must have written 
consent from the LHA to 

proceed (e.g. MUST 
include either: official 

minutes of Exec/Council 
meeting, letter from 

LHA, and/or 
Anthropology clearance 

report)

(3)

TEMPLATES

① Application form

② Guide to applying

③ Letter template

④ Assessment report

⑤ Presentation – for Board decision

⑥ Out of Session Paper to seek Board decision

⑦ Letters – permission or refusal

⑧ Permit

Permit and letter with 
permission or refusal 
issued to applicant by 
Presiding Member on 
behalf of the AW NRM 

Board

(7) (8)

AW drafts 
assessment 
report and
advice to 
applicant 

AW NRM 
Board decides 

whether to 
issue 

permission

Process for obtaining permits for water affecting activities – Section 127 (5) of the NRM Act

Note: application to AW can 
be submitted at same time 
as LHA clearance occurring

Applicant presents their 
request for water 

affecting activity at 
Board meeting for 

decision

(5)

AW staff sends 
assessment report 

to Presiding 
Member for 

approval Out of 
Session 

(6)

LEGEND

Applicant

AW staff

Decision Point

OR


