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Terrestrial animals 
Loan library resources

1. Educator resources

Food Webs Kit (education kit)
1999, Gould League
Primary Years

“An activity-based curriculum guide for primary classes to achieve many learning 
outcomes by exploring food webs from Africa, Australia and Antarctica. Explore food 
chains, food webs, basic ecology, classification, sorting, similarities and differences, 
adaptations and endangered animals.” Includes sets of magnet backed graphics for 
food webs of Antarctica, Australia and Africa. 

Adelaide Plains ecosystems (education kit)
2020, Green Adelaide
Early Years+

This kit contains a 1.4m vinyl banner of an Adelaide Plains woodland with a water-
course. There are 34 laminated elements to add to the illustration, representing a 
range of plants, animals, fungus and human items. There are also prompting 
questions, notes on the interdependencies between elements, ID charts of common 
species, plant lists for the original vegetation associations of the Adelaide Plains, 
posters of Adelaide habitats and original vegetation, and tips on creating wildlife 
friendly gardens.

The Nestbox Book: nestboxes for birds and mammals (book)
1997, Gould League of Victoria
Primary Years+

Nestbox specifications for over 50 species of birds, bats, gliders and possums. Ecology 
of species, maintenance tips and height for installation are all included.  
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2. Student resources

Pinky and Peet: The Little Aussie Bush Lizards (book)
2015, Dawn Hawthorn-Jackson
Early Years+

A beautifully illustrated book about the lives of two pygmy bluetongue lizards in the 
Australian bush. These rare lizards, thought extinct but rediscovered in 1992 after 
almost four decades, now have their own Conservation Association.

South Australian native bees: a glimpse inside their world (book)
2011, Susanne Richards
Early Years+

“I hope this book encourages people of all ages to be more aware of these little South 
Australian bee-uties who do so much and with a little help, could do so much more.”

Life upside down: Australia’s grey-headed flying-foxes (book)
2020, Australian Geographic
Early Years+

“Few of nature’s animals are as misunderstood as bats. Dive into the upside down 
world of Australia’s Grey-headed Flying-fox and discover more about its habitat, body 
structure and behaviours, while also learning about practical ways you can help protect 
this amazing species. Each spread captures a new side of this curious creature, 
brought to life with breathtaking photography and fascinating facts.” 
Australian Geographic

Animoz: fight for survival (game)
2019, Conjour
Primary Years+

A strategy card game featuring 54 Australian native animals. 15-30mins per game.

Kids for Landcare: Wormwatch (book)
1992. Department for Education and Children’s Services

This book “offers practical advice to teachers in assiting young people to become 
educated and willing participants in the challenge to conserve that most important of 
resources: our land. Wormatch involves students of all ages in a learning program of 
practical and enjoyable activities that will help them to develop an understanding of the 
importance of soil fauna populations in the management of land; the relationship 
between earthworm activity, soil fertility, soil structure and crop productivity; the 
reasons why earthworm numbers vary in different soils and habitats.”
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House on fire - logs have life inside (CD-ROM)
2001. Environment Australia

“Firewood users beware! The firewood you burn might have been home to Australian 
native birds and animals. ‘House on Fire’ is a lively tune with a message - that logs 
have life inside. Accompanying the song on the CD are copies of the sheet music, lyr-
ics, a story and activities.”

Butterfly garden: a film about attracting native 
butterflies to your garden (DVD)
2011. Butterfly Conservation SA

“Butterfly Garden is for those people who wish to see more of these beautiful creatures 
in our suburban gardens. In recent years, numbers of native butterflies have declined 
in many areas. However, we can reverse this trend by creating butterfly friendly 
habitat and growing local, native plants. This short film shows how to create a butterfly 
garden at your school, in your backyard or in a community garden. Creating a butterfly 
garden can be fun. Watching the butterflies come to visit is even more fun!.”

3. DVDs and CD-ROMs 

Hairy Nose Itchy Butt (book)
2011, SA MDB NRMB
Early - Primary Years

“Ever had an itch you couldn’t scratch? Hairy-Nosed Wombat has one, and somebody 
has chopped down his favourite scratching tree. Join our marsupial hero on an itchity, 
scratchity adventure as he tries to find the perfect place to scratch his butt.”

Australian Threatened and Endangered Animals (book)
1999, Gould League
Primary Years

“Australia has lost more species of mammal than any other continent in the world and 
many other Australian animals are endangered. This book highlights both the folly of 
Eurpean approaches to the Australian environment and the work of volunteers, 
scientists, farmers and environment workers towards saving threatened species.”
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5. Books

A guide to native bees of Australia
2019, CSIRO Publishing
Middle Years+ 

This book “provides a detailed introduction to the estimated 2000 species of Australian 
bees. Illustrated with stunning photographs, it describes the form and function of bees, 
their life-cycle stages, nest architecture, sociality and relationships with plants. It also 
contains systematic accounts of the five families and 58 genera of Australian bees.”

Caterpillars, moths and their plants of southern Australia
2019, Butterfly Conservation SA
Primary Years+ 

This book “draws attention to the wonderful world of moths and their caterpillars...
Native and introduced plants associated with each moth species are 
listed, noting their importance as food for caterpillars and highlighting the need to 
conserve remaining habitats and their biota.”

Reptiles and amphibians of Australia (updated 7th edition)
2018, CSIRO Publishing
Middle Years+ 

Covers 1300 species of frogs, crocodiles, turtles, tortoises, lizards and snakes. Over 
1000 colour photographs. Descriptions of appearance, distribution and habits are 
provided for each species. 

4. Posters

Battle for the Spinifex (posters)
Kaye Kessing, Kaye Kessing Productions

“Most of Australia is arid or dry. We call it desert but few of us know much about these 
areas, or the creatures and plants that live out there. Australia has changed since 
humans from overseas brought new animals and plants here. Many of these 
newcomers now live and grow across the desert areas. What was the Australian desert 
like before new plants and animals were brought here? What has happened since 
those newcomers were allowed to run wild and become feral? The native 
creatures told these stories to Gran, an old lady living on the edge of the Tanami 
Desert. Her grandaughter, Kaye Kessing, made these 11 pictures for the native 
creatures to show some of the terrible changes that have happened to their desert 
homes.” Set of 12 A3 posters.
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Attracting Butterflies to your Garden
2007, Butterfly Conservation South Australia

"This book shows how to encourage forty of the more common butterflies to visit and 
breed in your garden. Following an exploration of the fascinating life-cycle of 
butterflies and the principles of 'butterfly gardening', each species is profiled, along with 
local native plants that butterflies like- and you'll love- in your garden."

The Possum-tail tree: understanding possums through Citizen Science
2009, Barbara Hardy Centre for Sustainable Urban Environments
Middle Years+ 

“Here we explore the results of “Operation Possum” a state-wide survey of the 
location, habits and behaviour of possums in South Australia in 2008. This survey also 
explored the attitudes of people towards these beautiful, yet mischievous marsupials.”

Snakes & humans: understanding the behaviour of snakes and human reactions 
to them
2006, Living with Wildlife
Middle Years+ 

“This booklet seeks to bring personal observations of Australian snakes gleaned over 
35 years together with scientific studies of snakes and information about human 
behaviour. My intention is to answer many of the questions people have about the 
behaviour of snakes in the vicinity of humans.”

A guide to the understorey: frogs, reptiles, mammals & how to restore 
their habitat (Volume 1)
2011, Sturt Upper Reaches Landcare Group Inc
Middle Years+ 

“This guide has been written by local people, for local people - whether you are new to 
the Sturt Catchment region, a long-time landholder or a local student. It is for 
everyone who enjoys the privilege of having wildlife living around them, and wants to 
learn more about local species and what we can do to protect them. We hope our 
guide inspires you to begin, or energises you to continue, helping to conserve our local 
native fauna.”

 A field guide to the mammals of Australia (3rd edition)
2011, Oxford University Press
Middle Years+ 

This guide covers all 383 speices of mammals known in Australia, including introduced 
species and marine mammals. There are colour illustrations, distribution maps and 
identification keys, with summaries of appearance, dimensions, habitat and key 
behaviours for each species.

greenadelaide.sa.gov.au



Notes

There is an educator resource and ID chart for ants, birds and butterflies available to download from this link 
https://www.greenadelaide.sa.gov.au/get-involved/for-teachers/teacher-resources
This file was last updated January 2022

The new nature: winners and losers in wild Australia 
2003, Penguin
Middle Years+ 

“Forget about wilderness, Tim Low says – nature lives here in our cities and gardens, 
exploiting everything we do, forging new connections with us. Endangered species are 
turning up in industrial zones. In our forests, native pests, including lyrebirds and 
rainforest trees, are now a force to reckon with. Sheep are being kept in some national 
parks to save rare birds and plants. We need to know why. The New Nature shows 
that: wildlife welcomes our sewage, rare animals need weeds, wildlife-friendly 
gardening is not so friendly.”

Tracks, scats and other traces: a field guide to Australian Mammals 
(revised edition)
2004, Oxford University Press
Primary Years+ 

The author provides all the information needed to identify mammals anywhere in 
Australia, using only the tracks or other signs they leave behind. The guide is divided 
into four sections - tracks; scats; shelters, feeding signs and other traces; bones.
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