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Environment 
Loan library resources

1. Educator resources - also see the list for 'Sustainability' 

Litter Less - a resource for teachers and students 
(Years 6-9) (book)
KESAB environmental solutions/Wrigleys

“Litter Less is an integrated education initiative incorporating an action plan for schools, 
with educational resources and support materials.  A key feature is an emphasis on 
student voice, leadership and action...The Litter Less initiative aims to increase 
opportunities to learn about the environmental, social and economic impacts of litter; 
educate the whole school community about litter issues; improve systems to reduce 
and prevent littering, recover resources and reduce/minimise waste in schools; 
encourage ongoing monitoring of progress in litter reduction; reduce the environmental 
impact of litter from schools; effect change in attitudes and behaviour relating to litter 
and littering; develop a sense of individual responsibility and ownership and create a 
sense of pride of place/pride in the school and surrounding areas. ” 

Discovering the environment (book)
2005, Curriculum Corporation
Primary Years

“Discovering the Environment outlines the facts about serious environmental issues - 
such as pollution, ozone and land degradation - and suggests ways to save the planet 
with measures such as energy conservation, recycling, alternative power sources and 
maintaining biodiversity.  Each unit contains a wealth of background information for 
students and teachers, interspersed with a variety of hands-on tasks.  Fully 
reproducible worksheets include models to construct and activities for inside and 
outside the classroom.” 

The mini bin game (kit)
KESAB environmental solutions
Early Years+

This kits comes with three mini bins (red lid landfill bin available to match your Council 
kerbside bin), 65 cards with named illustrations of items for you to decide which bin it 
belongs in, and a more detailed explanation for what goes into each bin.
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Kids Clean Up Kit: a fun, easy and practical way to educate children about the 
environment (book)
2004, Clean Up Australia
Primary Years

“This kit is an integrated unit of work designed by teachers for teachers of infant and 
primary school students.  It provides educational and practical activities that can be 
used to complement involvement in Schools Clean Up Day. It is designed to be 
extremely flexible to allow teachers to extract and adapt resources and activities to 
meet the interest and need of students.”

Environment and the world (recipes for success in literacy series) (book)
2004, Curriculum Corporation
Primary Years

“This book is from a series with a simple premise, that children learn more if they are 
having fun.  The ‘recipes’ are a rich variety of activities that encourage all students to 
achieve success....The activities are flexible and can be used for small group work in 
learning centres or as whole class activities.  The focus of the series is English, with 
activities grouped into the categories: viewing, speaking & listening, reading, ICT, 
writing and conventions.  This book addresses these skills in the context of values and 
principles associated with democracy, social justice and ecological sustainability.” 

Australians and Tourism: an activity-based curriculum guide (book)
1998, Gould League & VAEE
Middle Years

This activity-based curriculum guide for post-primary classes explores Australia's tour-
ism industry, its evolution and impacts. The activities in this book are designed to stim-
ulate student discussion and project work exploring the social and environmental 
impacts of tourism in a positive, realistic and interesting way. 60 pages. 

Parks and Gardens: an activity-based curriculum guide (book)
1998, Gould League & VAEE
Primary Years

“An activity-based curriculum guide for primary classes focussing on parks and 
gardens to provide enjoyable learning outcomes.tudents use an inquiry approach to 
investigate, appreciate and care for local environments. Includes introductory activities 
in the classroom and for one or more excursions. Helps achieve multiple learning 
outcomes in an enjoyable way right across the curriculum from science to music.”
48 pages. 

Food Webs Kit (education kit)
1999, Gould League
Primary Years

“An activity-based curriculum guide for primary classes to achieve many learning 
outcomes by exploring food webs from Africa, Australia and Antarctica.  Explore food 
chains, food webs, basic ecology, classification, sorting, similarities and differences, 
adaptations and endangered animals.”  Includes sets of magnet backed graphics for 
food webs of Antarctica, Australia and Africa. 
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Get Connected (sets of five magazines and DVDs)
2007-2009, World Vision
Middle Years

“Get Connected is an education resource designed for Australian upper primary and 
lower secondary classrooms. Get Connected is a 28 page colour workbook aimed to 
help students develop a better understanding of international issues and the values of 
global citizenship.  The resource includes case studies, personal stories, graphs, 
maps, photographs, quizzes and a range of student-centred activities based around 
multiple intelligences and Bloom’s taxonomy of thinking.  These include individual, pair 
and small group work.” Additional supporting resources for each edition are available 
from World Vision www.worldvision.com.au/learn/schoolresources

1: Water: Focus on water, with a 22 minute DVD looking at the importance of access 
to safe water. Explore case studies from Australia, Niger, Papua New Guinea and 
Laos.
2. Disasters: How do natural and human-made disasters differ? Explore the effects of 
the 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami and the ongoing armed conflict in Sri Lanka. 
Understand the key features of emergency relief, recovery, rehabilitation and disaster 
preparedness.
3. Our Pacific Neighbours: Learn more about our region and Australia’s links with the 
Pacific. What are the important social and environmental issues facing our region?
4. Child Rights: Explore the UN Declaration on the Rights of the Child and child rights 
issues around the world. Includes the Get Connected Child Rights DVD and teachers’ 
notes. The DVD gives students an overview of the UN Convention on the Rights of the 
child and reveals how millions of children in India are denied their rights because of 
child labour.
5. Global Food Crisis: Explore food inequality around the world; understand the 
causes of the crisis and how it impacts children.

2. Student resources

The Journey of My Bins (book set)
KESAB 
Early Years+

Four A3 spiral bound books - What happens to my waste? Recycling? Green 
organics? The Journey of my bins - covering the processes that occur when you put 
materials into kerbside council bins in the Adelaide region. A mixture of photographs 
and images illustrate each page.
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The world that we want (book)
2008, University of Queensland Press
Early - Primary Years

“Nine different habitats and forty-five fascinating creatures feature in this spectacular 
portrayal of the rare and fragile beauty of North Queensland.  Seach through the eco-
systems, discover the unique creatures and find out how these environmental worlds 
interact.  Award-winning author and illustrator Kim Michelle Toft has created another 
stunning interactive environmental picture book, each illustration vividly 
hand-painted on silk.”

World-wide Waste (book)
2006, Caren Trafford, PlanetKidz
Primary Years+

“'Is our future being wasted? Pollution is accelerating, climate change is threatening 
and we live in a world where we want everything… now. What is all this doing to our 
planet?  The answer could be the greatest challenge of our time. Meet the gang 
who’ve dug deep and are ready to come clean with the biggest scoop of the century.
World-wide Waste invites audiences to look at the huge waste issues around this 
planet and to become an Environmental Hero, intent on finding solutions.  Blending 
fascinating factoids, wicked humour and bright illustrations, this book is both 
educational and fun.”

Home in the Sky (book)
2003, Jeannie Baker, Walker Books
Early Years+

“Mike keeps pigeons on the roof of an abandoned burned-out building in New York. 
Every morning he lets them out of their coop, and they fly around in the sky until he 
calls them back home for breakfast. But one morning, a white pigeon, Light, flies away. 
His journey takes him across the city, and onto a subway train, where he is rescued by 
a young boy. This simple, moving story is presented in strikingly original collage 
constructions made from natural materials, fabric, clothes and hair.”

Window (book)
2003, Jeannie Baker, Walker Books
Early Years+

“Illustrated with elaborate and gorgeous collage constructions, Window is a wordless 
picture book that speaks volumes. It begins with a mother and baby looking through a 
window at a view of wilderness and sky as far as the eye can see. With each page, the 
boy grows and the scene changes, from forest, to a single house, to a village and then 
to a city.”
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Where does the garbage go? (book)
1994, HarperCollins Publishers
Early - Primary Years

“Follow that garbage truck...to the landfill to see how trash keeps piling up...to the 
incinerator to see how trash can be turned into energy...to the recycling center to see 
how a soda bottle can be turned into a flowerpot.  Filled with graphs, charts, and 
diagrams, Where does the Garbage go? explains how we deal with the problem of too 
much trash and provides ideas for easy ways to be part of the solution.”

Banksias and bilbies (book)
1995, Gould League of Victoria Inc.

“An indispensable guide for the backyard naturalist, traveller, tourist, or person on the 
land.  Banksias and Bilbies provides unique week-by-week information for the natural 
history enthusiast, or those of us who simply have an interest in the animals and plants 
around us.” 

You and Me, Murrawee (book)
1998, Kerri Hashmi, Puffin Books
Primary Years+

“'We walk this same brown earth – you and me, Murrawee ...' In this lyrical, beautifully 
observed picture book, we see through the eyes of a young girl camping on the river 
with her family, life as it would have been two hundred years ago.”

Where the Forest Meets the Sea (book)
1987, Walker Books
Early - Primary Years

“This fascinating and innovative picture book chronicles the reflections of a young boy, 
exploring a prehistoric rain forest in North Queensland, Australia.  The relief collage 
illustrations, constructed from a multitude of natural materials, create a stunning 
three-dimensional effect, bringing together visions of the past, present and future.”

greenadelaide.sa.gov.au



3. DVDs and CD-ROMs 

Action Earth (school edition) (DVD)
2008, Foxtel
Primary Years+

“Action Earth is a series of 20 short form programs starring world swimming champion 
Ian Thorpe.  It aims to educate and provide viewers with a hands-on action approach 
to improve their environment.”

Adelaide: the nature of our city (DVD)
2010, Barbara Hardy Centre
Early Years+

“Cities such as Adelaide in South Australia are constructed environments designed to 
suit the many demands of their human inhabitants.  However, we often don’t realise 
that we share these locations with animals.  Some of these animals are native, others 
come from elsewhere. Some animals only inhabit very specific locations in one part of 
the house, whilst others are everywhere.  This documentary examines the city as a 
habitat for animals.  It views each component as an ecosystem and explores how we 
share our space with an amazingly diverse array of animals.””

House on fire - logs have life inside (CD-ROM)
2001, Environment Australia

“Firewood users beware! The firewood you burn might have been home to Australian 
native birds and animals. ‘House on Fire’ is a lively tune with a message - that logs 
have life inside.  Accompanying the song on the CD are copies of the sheet music, lyr-
ics, a story and activities.”

4. Books

Ten Commitments: reshaping the Lucky Country's Environment
2008, CSIRO Publishing

In this book “leading environmental thinkers in Australia have written provocative 
chapters on environmental issues facing the nation.  Each chapter includes ten key 
issues that must be urgently addressed to improve Australia’s environment.  The book 
is organised by ecosystem, by sector and by cross-cutting themes.” Topics include 
deserts, fisheries, mining, biodiversity, fire, Indigenous land management and energy.
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On borrowed time: Australia’s environmental crisis and what we must do about it 
2007, CSIRO Publishing
Middle Years+ 

“There is no doubt that Australia's environmental problems appear huge and over-
whelming. Not only is our unique natural heritage under threat but the consequences 
for agriculture, tourism and the economy may be catastrophic. Can anything be done 
to halt the destruction? In this powerful and passionate book, On Borrowed Time, 
David Lindenmayer argues that Australia does have the knowledge and resources to 
tackle our environmental problems. In addition, he outlines creative and impressive 
solutions we can all be a part of. As one of Australia's leading ecologists, Professor 
Lindenmayer delivers a timely message about the scale and urgency of the crisis we 
face.”

Conserving Adelaide's biodiversity (booklet)
2000, SA Urban Forest Biodiversity Program

“In the Metropolitan Adelaide Region, the UFBP has developed Conserving Adelaide’s 
Biodiversity to guide priorities and actions for the conservation of our unique flora and 
fauna; their genetic diversity and the ecosystems of which they are a part and at the 
same time, linking the program with Aboriginal cultural heritage.”

6. Games

5. Reports

Biodiversity and its value 
1993, Commonwealth of Australia
Senior Years+ 

“This paper outlines what biodiversity is, and the three levels at which it is usually 
defined: genetic, species and ecosystem.  Most importantly, this paper explains why 
biodiversity is important.  The range of invaluable ecosystem services provided by 
biodiversity are described, as are the values of biological resources such as timber and 
food and the range of social and cultural values of biodiversity.  To conclude, the paper 
describes the value of diversity itself.”

Footprints
2010, Signature Games/Australian Science Teachers Association

“Footprints is about the greatest challenges facing humanity today...global warming, 
climate change and the sustainable use of the Earth’s resources.  Footprints is 
designed to be an educational environmental board game for players aged 8-adult.  
Whilst it is specifically aimed at middle-school students, individuals of all ages will 
enjoy the challenges posed by the huge range of environment-linked questions on the 
cards provided.  By engaging students in this game, they will also be made aware of 
and learn more about the ways in which they can conserve our environment and use 
resources in a more sustainable way...Players move through a spiral of environmental 
challenges towards the centre of the board by answering questions about 
environmental issues.  The player who can answer the most questions correctly and 
‘cause’ the least environmental damage wins the game.”
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Bioviva 
Bioviva Editions
2-6 players  Ages 8+ 
"A traveller thirsting for knowledge about your environment, you set off to explore 
the biosphere. With a curious mind and a healthy sense of humour, you move 
through the different natural regions of the Earth trying to answer surprising 
questions and to collect the much sought after Eco Points.”
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EcoRanch
Enlightened Play LLC
2-6 players  Ages 12+ 
You want to adopt an animal from the EcoRanch, a shelter for abused and 
neglected animals.  But there's been a mix up and you now have one of each kind 
of animal except the one you want. You can trade or barter with other players to get 
your animal, and you need to create a sustainable environment for your animal 
while herding the others to their pens. You can demonstrate how aware you are of 
yourself and the society around you by acting mindfully and earning enlightenment 
chips for your actions.
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