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1. Educator resources

Home Energy Audit Kit
Department of Transport, Energy and Infrastructure
Contains a laser and electrical appliance tester that are only to be used with adult 
supervision

“We hope this kit enables you to understand where and how energy is used in your 
home, and what key energy savings can be made.  This guide summarises energy use 
in South Australian homes and includes isntructions on how to use the toolkit “tools” to 
assist you in carrying out your own DIY home energy audit.”

This kit contains a power-mate to record the energy consumed by your electrical appli-
ances, an infrared thermometer to take the temperature of an object, surface or liq-
uid, a spirit thermometer to take the temperature of any spaces or liquids, a stop-
watch to record accurate times for measuring your water use, a compass to locate 
the direction of North to plan your heating/cooling actions, and a DIY Energy Audit 
Action Plan, worksheets to prepare your own energy-saving action plan.

Home Energy Project: helping students save energy (teacher's resource - years 
7-9) (Education Kit)
2003, Origin Energy

“The Home Energy Project is an innovative educational program particularly suited for 
Years 7-9 students.  It has been designed to match science curriculum requirements 
with practical learning activities on home energy efficiency.  The activities also 
encourage students to discuss science ideas with their families and the community. 
This program provides students with the opportunity to observe household energy use 
and conduct experiments to examine energy saving ideas.”
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POW! Meet the Renewables (book)
2008, Planet Kidz

“ENERGY... what it's all about? Meet the Renewables is an energetic expose on the 
state of our Energy today. Fossil fuels provide 80% of energy globally and they 're 
being consumed as fast as they can be produced. Is it any wonder that they are 
running out? To make things worse, pollution and Greenhouse Gas emissions are 
rising. Our planet is in peril and it needs your help. What’s the answer? Meet the 
Renewables! They're clean, mean and ever-ready to shine. Why are fossil fuels so 
popular? How does Renewable Energy work? Wind, Solar, Geothermal, Biomass and 
Water. How can everyone use less energy and help clean up the world act? Muzbar, 
Poo-looter and the Renewables join forces to bring you the story of Energy and how 
you can help to make cleaner Energy part of our planet's future.”

Environmental Footprints: How big is your energy footprint? (book)
(Middle - Upper Primary) 
2008, MacMillan Library

What sort of footpring are you leaving on the environment?  Do you have a heavy 
footprint or a light footprint?  Everyhting we do and everything we use has an impact 
on the environment.  Heavy footprints harm the environment and use lots of natural 
resources.  Light footprints harm the environment as little as possible and use fewer 
natural resources.  Decide what type of footsteps you want to take in the future.

2. Student resources

3. Books
The transition handbook: creating local sustainable communities beyond oil 
dependency (book)
2008, Finch

“The Transition Handbook provides accounts of how individuals have responded with 
their local communities to the twin threats of Peak Oil and Climate Change.  This 
practical book explains how we can ‘transition’ from fossil-fuel based communities to 
ones that are more self-reliant and generate less carbon emissions.  The Transition 
Handbook shows how such changes will result in a greater development of local food, 
local economies, local water harvesting and energy generation - and so create more 
sustainable communities in the long term.”

Water Power (book)
1999, MacMillan Education Australia
Primary Years

Concepts: how we use water, hydroelectricity, water wheels and steam engines. 
16 pages.
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Greenhouse solutions with sustainable energy (book)
2007, UNSW Press

“Global warming is the hottest political issue of the day, and it is likely to become even 
more pressing over the coming years.This is a positive, proactive book that proposes a 
set of policies and strategies for implementing the most promising cleaner energy 
technologies by all spheres of government, business and community organisations. 
The book argues that despite being a coal- and oil-dependent country, Australia could 
achieve an ecologically sustainable energy system. All we need is the political will.”
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