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Climate change 

1. Student resources

The Super Parp-buster! (kit) 
2005, Government of South Australia
Early - Primary Years

Story: “Slim-Pickles and Jolly spend all day in their shed inventing knick-knacks and 
nobblers and thing-a-me-jigs: rabbity-flunkets and skippety wigs.  But when the air 
grows thick with pollution they decide what the world really needs is a super parp-
buster!”

Discussion Notes: “Hitch these Discussion Notes up with the wacky and whimsical 
picture book The Super Parp-buster! by Janeen Brian and Greg Holfeld, and you and 
your primary school students could have some serious fun!  There’s background 
information about the story and its creators, as well as notes on key environmental and 
transportation issues that underpin the text and illustrations.  There’s factual 
information about pollution, greenhouse gas emissions, the Kyoto Protocol and 
photosynthesis, and more than 65 discussion and exercise ideas across the curricula 
to choose from.  There’s even a list of really useful websites to go to.  So grab a copy 
of The Super Parp-buster! and start using these notes! ”

Our Choice: How we can solve the Climate Crisis (young reader's edition) (book)
2009, Bloomsbury
Middle Years+

“Our world is in trouble.  The way we live is taking a toll on our planet.  But we can 
make a choice to change things for the better.  In this follow-up to his groundbreaking 
AN INCONVENIENT TRUTH, former Vice President Al Gore explores the primary 
causes of the current climate crisis and what we can do to help stop it.”

An inconvenient truth: the crisis of global warming (young person's guide adapted 
from the award-winning film) (book)
2007, Bloomsbury
Middle Years+

“Each one of us is a cause of global warming, but each of us can become part of the 
solution: in the decisions we make on what we buy, the amount of electricity we use, 
and how we live our lives.’ What do you think about global warming?  Do you care 
enough about the Earth’s future to get involved? What can we do to deal with this 
crisis? These and many other important questions are answered in this compelling 
book.  Read on and find out that it is not too late to save the planet.”

Loan library resources
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2. Educator resources

Teaching the language of climate change science (book) 
2021, Primary English Teaching Association Australia
Primary Years+

We are seeing how climate change is strengthening our storms, wildfires and heat-
waves. We need to join with others globally to take action and teachers have an 
important role to play in preparing students to act. Teaching the language of climate 
change science will support you in facilitating the big conversations in the classroom — 
demonstrating how scientific concepts are developed through the language you use in 
class, and strategically handing over agency to your students.

Climate Change and the Reef (poster set)
2009, Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority
Middle Years

This set of eight A3 posters explores the connections between the health of the Reef 
and Climate Change.  Issues covered include coral bleaching, ocean acidification, fish 
populations, sea turtles, see birds and what you can do. An activity book, teacher
presentation and other resources that complement these posters can be downloaded
from https://elibrary.gbrmpa.gov.au/jspui/handle/11017/2780 

2. Posters

3. Books
Requiem for a Species: why we resist the truth about Climate Change
2010, EarthScan
Middle Years +

“This book is about why we have ignored those warnings, and why it is now too late.  It 
is a book about the frailties of the human species as expressed in both the institutions 
we built and the psychological dispositions that have led us on the path of 
self-destruction.  It is about our strange obsessions, our hubris, and our penchant for 
avoiding the facts....And it is about the 21st century consequences of these failures.”
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Before the deluge: coping with floods in a changing climate 
2007, International Rivers Network
Middle Years +

“Floods are the most destructive, most frequent and most costly natural disasters on 
earth.  While harmful floods have happened throughout human history, flood damages 
have soared in recent decades, despite the expenditure of hundreds of billions of 
dollars on flood control structures.  This is partly because global warming is causing 
more severe storms, and partly because of growing populations and economic activity 
on floodplains.”

Adapting Agriculture to Climate Change: preparing Australian agriculture, forest-
ry and fisheries for the future
2010, CSIRO Publishing
Middle Years +

“More than 30 authors have contributed to this book, which moves beyond describing 
the causes and consequences of climate change to providing options for people to 
work towards adaptation action.  Climate change implications and adaptation options 
are given for the key Australian primary industries of horticulutre, forestry, grains, rice, 
sugarcane, cotton, viticulture, broadacre grazing, intensive livestock industries, marine 
fisheries, and aquaculture and water resources.  Case studies demonstrate the options 
for each industry.”

What’s the worst that could happen? A rational response to the climate change 
debate
2009, Perigree

“If you’re like most people, you’re sick of the global warming shouting match.  It seems 
it’s easier to just let the two sides have at each other and wait for the dust to clear.  But 
what if we don’t have time to figure out who is right?  In What’s the Worst That Could 
Happen? science teacher Greg Craven arms us with thinking tools to decide what to 
do, without having to decide which side is right.  This book doesn’t focus on what to 
think about global warming, but how to think about it, so you can come up with your 
own conclusion without having to buy into what anybody says.”

Climate Change: on for young and old 
2009, Future Leaders

“This book is about climate change and its increasing threat to human civilisation.  In 
the first part, leading Australian academics, environmentalists and thinkers write about 
the effects and experience of rapid climate change in Australia and globally.  In the 
second part, talented young writers, entrants in the Future Leaders Climate Writing 
Award, offer a combination of gloomy assessment, despair and hope in looking at the 
current and potential impacts of climate change.”
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The transition handbook: creating local sustainable communities beyond oil 
dependency 
2008, Finch

“The Transition Handbook provides accounts of how individuals have responded with 
their local communities to the twin threats of Peak Oil and Climate Change.  This 
practical book explains how we can ‘transition’ from fossil-fuel based communities to 
ones that are more self-reliant and generate less carbon emissions.  The Transition 
Handbook shows how such changes will result in a greater development of local food, 
local economies, local water harvesting and energy generation - and so create more 
sustainable communities in the long term.”

Climate Code Red: the case for emergency action 
2008, Scribe Publications

“This meticulously documented call-to-action reveals extensive scientific evidence that 
the global warming crisis is far worse than officially indicated — and that we’re almost 
at the point of no return.  Serious climate-change impacts are already happening: large 
ice-sheets are disintegrating, sea-level rises will reach 5 metres this century, and we 
are seeing devastating species loss. It is no longer a case of how much more we can 
‘safely’ emit, but whether we can stop emissions and produce a deliberate cooling 
before the Earth’s climate system reaches a point beyond any hope of human 
restoration.  These imperatives are incompatible with ‘politics as usual’ and ‘business 
as usual’ — we face a sustainability emergency that urgently requires a clear break 
from the politics of failure-inducing compromise.”

Greenhouse solutions with sustainable energy 
2007, UNSW Press

“Global warming is the hottest political issue of the day, and it is likely to become even 
more pressing over the coming years.This is a positive, proactive book that proposes a 
set of policies and strategies for implementing the most promising cleaner energy 
technologies by all spheres of government, business and community organisations. 
The book argues that despite being a coal- and oil-dependent country, Australia could 
achieve an ecologically sustainable energy system. All we need is the political will.”

The revenge of Gaia 
2006, Penguin

“Lovelock’s unique authority and original perspective sets this book apart from other 
books on environmental change. He speaks as a planetary physician with more than 
forty years experience of thinking about how to respond to the earth s needs as a living 
organism. Illustrated with examples drawn from his experiences around the world, 
Lovelock draws many radical conclusions, most controversially a passionate advocacy 
of nuclear energy. This, he argues, is not only a secure, safe and reliable source of 
energy, but also the only way to counter the lethal heat waves and rising sea levels 
that will increasingly threaten civilizations. Lovelock argues that the only way for 
humankind to come to terms with Gaia now, and have a chance of surviving, is to 
embrace science and technology, not reject them. This is his passionate manifesto of 
how to do that and so lessen our impact on the Earth before it is too late.”
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