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Getting started
with sustainability
at your school

This guide helps you to start

a conversation and develop a
shared understanding of what
sustainability at your site could
look like. How you approach
sustainability will be unique.

Green Adelaide’s Sustainable
Schools program can help you
reach your sustainable goals,
teach about and connect to the
natural world, lead informed
action, and enable active citizens.

Gather support

Contact the Green Adelaide
Education team for resources and
training. Find others in your learning
community who want to work
together. Set up a working group with
support and commitment from your
leadership and governing council.

Shared

Vision

Make a plan

Take the time to develop a shared
vision and identify your underpinning
values. Involve people from across your
wider school community. Set realistic
and achievable goals for the short,
medium and long term. We recommend
creating a Site Environmental
Management Plan (SEMP) which will

aid in planning and evaluation.
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Become climate resilient

Take action to improve your carbon
footprint and reduce your energy and
water use. Plant trees to create a cooler
school. Investigate solutions for local
climate change issues. Support students,
staff and families to make sense of
climate data and to make informed and
effective decisions for their environment.
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Involve students

Collaborate with students to set the
agenda and progress whole school
initiatives to become more sustainable
and climate resilient. Green Adelaide
has resources and programs to
support youth voice and meaningful
involvement of students at your school.
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Teach sustainability

Ensure the Sustainability cross-
curriculum priority or EYLF Outcome

2 is integrated across your site.

Develop knowledge, skills, values and
behaviours. Embed critical thinking

and a deep understanding of key
sustainability concepts in your programs.
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Foster active citizenship

Support students to take action in
their communities. Connect with

local community groups, participate
in community tree planting days, be
Trees for Life volunteer growers, join
beach clean-up days, and participate
in council events. Teach students how
they can have a voice in local, state
and federal government decision-
making for the environment.

Value Kaurna history
and knowledge

Identify and work with your local
Kaurna networks. Raise awareness
and build capacity about Aboriginal
cultural knowledge, values and
lore. Go to the Narragunnawali:
Reconciliation in Education website
to learn more and find out how to
create a Reconciliation Action Plan.

Review your policies
and procedures

Review existing policies (for example,
your purchasing policy) to align with
your sustainable values. Develop a
dedicated sustainability policy which
sets out and supports your school’s
commitment to be sustainable

and to ensure sustainability is
effectively taught across the years.
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Be a hub for sustainability

Display a Sustainable Schools sign
to let people know you are taking
action on sustainability. Regularly
share your story beyond the school
to families and the wider community.
Use newsletter articles, open days,
display gardens and site tours to
inspire others. Host workshops

and create learning opportunities
for families and other schools.
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Investigate your site

Measure and record a baseline to
identify areas for action and to allow for
monitoring over time. Find out about your
school’s energy and water use, plant
and animal biodiversity, and thermal

hot spots (using heat mapping). Find
out about the knowledge, attitudes and
values of your whole school community.
Audit your school resources and find
out who in your school community

has specialised knowledge.

D

Create a wildlife-
friendly school

Increase the number of native plants at
your school to support native butterflies,
lizards, birds and other wildlife. Make
bee hotels, frog ponds and nesting
boxes. Increase your green spaces and
canopy cover. Create a cooler, greener
and wilder school environment.

Celebrate your successes

Recognise the wins big and small.
Maintain a sense of positivity to help
keep you going. Ensure everyone knows
the work they are doing is highly valued.
Share your successes with your wider
community to encourage more people
to take action and to join in your efforts.



Education for sustainability (EfS) develops the

knowledge, skills, values, and world views necessary to -

act in ways that contribute to creating a more ecologically i

and socially just world through informed action. ""' r
N.

Source: Australian Curriculum, Assessment and 4
Reporting Authority (ACARA)
Education for Sustainability Principles
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« Transformation and « Critical thinking and L‘
change reflection

lifelong learning

« Education for all and - Participation . -
|
« Partnerships for change F’

» Systems thinking

« Envisioning a better
future

Visit the Green Adelaide website for a range of resources
including planning templates and teaching resources.

Contact the Green Adelaide Education team for training,

resources and support.

greenadelaide.sa.gov.au/
sustainable-schools/contacts
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