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To help your nomination be successful, please fill out this form with as much information as possible.
Feel free to expand the answer fields as much as you require or append information to the form.

Please note that places which have been nominated during past three years will not be reconsidered by the South
Australian Heritage Council unless you can provide significant new information not provided through the previous
nomination and assessment.

For assistance with this form you may contact:
Your local historical society or heritage adviser may be of assistance OR you may telephone an assessment officer in

Heritage South Australia on (08) 8124 4960.

A. Nominated Place

1. Name
Name of Place / Object: Nantawarra Silo
Any other or former name(s):
Is the place already on another Not that I'm aware of
heritage list?
2. Location
Street Address: 18 Silo Road
Suburb / Town: Nantawarra Post Code: 5550
Local Council Name: Wakefield Regional Council
Land Description: Title: Volume: Folio: Parcel Type: | Parcel No:
(if known)
Plan Type: | Plan No: | Section: Hundred:
GPS Location/s: Longitude / Easting / X Latitude / Northing / Y (Datum = )
(If known)
3. Ownership

Name of Owner(s):

Contact person:
(if different from owner explain relationship)
Postal Address:

Phone Number:

=
e
I
N
I
Ownership History: -
I
—
E—
I
I

4. Nominator (your details)
Your Name/s:

Organisation/Position:
Daytime Phone:

Fax:

Postal Address:
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B. Description

5. Description of nominated place or object

Description of the nominated place or object and
its current condition:

Four concrete vertical silos, built in 1956.

Foundations dug to a depth of 23 feet. It is 100 feet high, 40
feet in diameter and has a holding capacity of 420,000 bushels.
It's located next to the national rail line that links Australia.
Appears to be in good, structurally sound condition.

Are you aware of any modifications or additions
to the place or object?
Can you provide dates for these changes?

Does not appear to be modified or any additions.

Do you believe there may be historical items
under the ground?

Should an archaeological investigation

be considered?

Unsure

Date you inspected the place or object:

Thursday May 4, 2023

Have you had any contact with the Owner?

No

Current use of the place or object:

Unused

Original or former use(s):

Bulk handling of grain

Are there any current or long term threats
to the nominated place or object?

Yes — demolition, to occur in May, possibly as early as
TODAY, FRIDAY MAY 5, 2023. The community was made
aware of Viterra’s intention to demolish the silo on May 1, 2023,
giving almost no time for the community to make
enquiries/investigate.

Name of Builder:

S. Haunstrup & Company

Any other information:

C. History

6. Origins and history

Years of Construction:

Start: June 1956 Finish: January 1957

Name of Designer / Architect:

Unsure

History of the nominated place or object:

Up until 1956, local farmers delivered their grain in bags to the
rail siding at Nantawarra, which were loaded onto trains and
taken to Port Adelaide.

Bulk handling began in South Australia in1952 (at Ardrossan)
and revolutionised the state’s rich agricultural sector.

The bulk handling facility at Nantawarra was built in 1956 and
used up until 2004.

Drillings for the silo began in June 1956 to obtain test samples
before its construction could proceed. Foundations were
excavated in late June to a depth of 23 feet. In early July it was
announced that the silo would be 100 feet high, 40feet in
diameter and have a holding capacity of 420,000 bushels. The
contractor would be S Haunstrup & Company. A continuous
pour of concrete began in October. Power for the installation
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would be supplied by a large diesel engine.

Before silo was completed, 25,000 bushels of wheat were
received into a centre bin section on a trial basis. Edward
Herbert (jun.) had the honour of delivering the first load.
However, general receivals did not begin until January. The first
shipment of 8,000 bushels from the new silo was railed in March
to Port Adelaide.

Over its four decades of use, the silo was utilised by local
farmers, and was regularly filled to capacity in bumper harvests,
particularly during the 1960s and 1990s.

In later years, farmers came from long distances to deliver grain
because it offered cheaper freight costs due to it being on the
main rail link, direct to Port Adelaide.

It was decommissioned as a bulk handling facility in 2004 when
the major grain handling facility at Bowmans was built to service
the entire lower north region.

Historical sources used to support

your nomination:

Please attach copies of pages from publications or
newspaper articles as appropriate.

“Fertile Valley to Open Plain” — The Nantawarra and Beaufort
Districts.

263 pages, 1982.

Written by Rex Penna, Published by Peacock Publications,
Frewville, 5063
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7. Statement of State Significance - Why is the place or object important to South Australia?

It is of State heritage significance because it was one of the first concrete vertical silos in South Australia. It was built in
1956, the same year as Paskeville silo on the Yorke Peninsula.

Bulk handling is a very important part of South Australia’s history.

Although other states of Australia had bulk handling for many years and despite much discussion and arguments, South
Australia remained a bagged state for much longer.

It wasn't until the 1950s that the first bulk handling installation was opened at Ardrossan and the success was
instantaneous.
Bulk handling silos began popping up across the state taking two forms — horizontal or vertical concrete elevators. The
Nantawarra silo was a vertical concrete elevator, as was Redhill and Gulnare.

The tall white cylinders were towering landmarks that could be seen from every farm in the Hundred and beyond. These
first-generation silos were often the largest structure that had ever been built in their districts.

As Nantawarra Silo is located alongside the railway track, it's also been a magnificent, historical landmark for anyone
travelling on the Indian Pacific and the Ghan. As recent as 2021, during the Covid19 pandemic when international travel
was banned, tourism operator Journey Beyond ran “Taste of the Ghan” services. Passengers travelled on the Ghan
from Adelaide to Nantawarra where they disembarked at the iconic silo, and hopped on buses to travel to the nearby
Clare Valley wine area for the day. They returned to Nantawarra and headed back to Adelaide on the Ghan.

The Nantawarra silo is a significant landmark for anyone travelling on National Highway One as it's very visible from the
highway (which runs parallel to the railway line).

8. Significance Criteria

The South Australian Heritage Places Act 1993 lists seven criteria by which places are assessed as ‘State significant.’
Please tick the criteria you feel the place demonstrates and explain your reasons.

X

It demonstrates important
aspects of the evolution or
pattern of the State's history.

Bulk handling revolutionised the agricultural/grain industry. Previously grain
was delivered in bags to railway sidings and loaded onto trains — an
extremely labour-intensive exercise. Bulk handling eliminated the need for
bags, and allowed farmers to deliver/unload their grain to a facility (silo) in
bulk. This made grain handling much more efficient.

It has rare, uncommon or
endangered qualities that are of
cultural significance.

It may yield information that will
contribute to an understanding of
the State's history, including its
natural history.

Many vertical silos are being knocked down, so preserving the Nantawarra
silo will serve as an example for future generations to understand &
appreciate how grain was stored for many decades, and the important part
these silos played in our agricultural history.

It is an outstanding
representative of a particular
class of places of cultural
significance.

It demonstrates a high degree of
creative, aesthetic or technical
accomplishment or is an
outstanding representative of
particular construction

At the time it was built, the construction of vertical silos was a new way of
storing grain in South Australia.
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techniques or design
characteristics.

(] It has strong cultural or spiritual
associations for the community
or a group
within it.

[] It has a special association with
the life or work of a person or
organisation or an event of
historical importance.

E. Additional Information

9. Images/Maps/Diagrams/Site Plans
A full range of images including maps, site plans, and photographs will help your nomination.
Please provide:
e aclear outline of the place or object being nominated within any maps or plans provided
« high quality images of the place or object (please list the total number of images being provided)
« the subject of each image
« the date each image was created
e the author of each image, and

« the copyright holder of each image (if known)

y
=

Paste images here:

Nantawarra Silo, photo taken May 4™ 2023 G- _
Shows how prominent the silo is in the Nantawarra e
landscape.

Map of Nantawarra Silo
location, 18 Silo Road,
Nantawarra
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Nantawarra Silo, photo Nantawarra Silo, photo
taken May 4th 2023 i} taken May 4t 2023 il
I I

Nantawarra Silo,
shows close proximity
to National Highway

Nantawarra Silo and vehicles travelling on National
Highway 1. There are thousands of vehicles that use this
1. Taken May 4t 2023 road every day. The silo is a prominent landmark for

I travellers. Taken on May 4 2023 IEEEEGEGEE
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“Fertile Valley to Open Plain: The
Nantawarra & Beaufort Distrcts” —
written by Rex Penna.

“Fertile Valley to Open Plain: The
Nantawarra & Beaufort Distrcts” —
written by Rex Penna.

g

“Fertile Valley to Open
Plain: The Nantawarra
& Beaufort Distrcts” —
written by Rex Penna.
Published by Peacock
Publications, 1982.

Published by Peacock Publicasi,
207(3kn()ﬂnmwinw£3£gzzz S
Copyright © R. Penna 1982
First . ’
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Nantawarra Silo in course of construction, 1956

Nantawarra Silo
ﬁlﬂwugh Zt::r States of ;quus;ﬂ: ‘::ham bulk handling for many years, despite much
ustrs ined a bagged State for much longer,
::‘em until 1952 that the first bulk handling installation was opened at Ardr::ssm‘.mﬁgﬁ?ﬂ
opening Oer:mony occurred on 25 November and the success of the terminal was
Nmmwmwuselemdlsth:simforthcﬁm i
B 5 3 concrete vertical silo i ustralia.
m ::gn: xl June 1956 10 obtain test samples before its o:s:u‘::t‘i:nmAprM
! wlc:e t ﬁ:ems:;oinw;uld be a vertical type with a capacity of 400,000 bushels.
m"’“"ddw‘“"“’sﬂo ““be "wo !elumtoldepthofzsfeet.lnmlyjuly it was announced
uwmb"m% fect high, be 40 feet in diameter, and hay holding capacity of
- The contractor &("pm S of
w@m began in . gt jiutinuous pour
e i Oriohes uld always be suppiid by 8 b
Before the silo \
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G
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o, 7 hother farmer used 1o drive up o i £E "™ aloag oy
G talation t ts very Foundation spee SEIPTIlge g ot Weghig oo the
,,,uap““"" siloin _l9€l,ms!cac_] of follows; gmnlus Were s °Lp4h.,“id\ Womer,
:’ y cels below. This is only 6 inches wiey > EVaYS, Walked o wﬂ“‘“‘p‘\MMnﬂ.x
Mwﬂ

Goyder Railway Station

4 on the railway between Nantawarra and
il ve long and valuable service i (- 2OYMANS in
e also gave long le Service in the shigy. the
8 £ 70 he railway commenced in 1923 are oo U7 OF grain, No pecr 55 the Goyder
e bl bt many g om0 e cary
beet y Interest haye

December 1933 J.E.A. Baum, agent for McGi
b‘x}rl:y. One ye,nr he gave 2 pair ]:;vllgg;‘[wimg wm- i
) . Of new season’s wheat, which was mad:h"r i
November 1937: ;‘hc first load of new season’s wheat w:sy«'l?;ic Sn:lh S
3 ; i ivered to F. H,
Wil - The variety was
15 bushels per acre off stubble

“Fertile Valley to Open Plain” history
book reports Nantawarra Silo as the first
vertical silo built in SA.

“Fertile Valley to Open Plain™ history
book — ‘the old and the new’ - of the
new silo behind stacks of bagged grain.

Line up of trucks at Nantawarra Silo,

photo taken in 1964, I

Train at Nantawarra Silo, photo taken

in 1970s
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HANDLING PLAN

Details have been announced of the
£4,313,960 bulk wheat handling plan
for South Australia, published in last
week’s issne of “The Chronicle.”

~_Grain  silo  plants,  eouti

a £1,872,000 each, are planned f:g

- Wallaroo within a year, for Port Lin-
coln in two years, with another later
at Port Pirie.

The schem h
‘ e by bave been made to
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- within about eight vears s .&e .?‘A,
mm storage for
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| DETAILS OF £4M. BULK
\ 3
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Newspaper clipping, The Chronicle, Sept ? 1954, detailing the plans

for bulk grain handling in South Australia — a pivotal point in South
Australia’s agricultural history.
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Y/ ITERR) Bsgm

1 May 2053

Dear resident,

NOTIEY
CATION of REQUIRED DEMOLITION WORKS at NANTAWARRA

Followin
5 g the EXpiry of our lease agreement with the State

'S plans to progress d Government
Silo Road, Nantawars, emolition and remediation of the non-opera{cf;:: av:‘v;tt;gcat:tms:to:.

This work is required as part of th

landowner. and will j
" nclude the dem, |
silos, the weighbridge ang casaifcaton ofee, "% ° 1 NESCtre g fos corce

e for approximatel will commence in May and
% Yy eight wegks, In accordance with Wakefield Regional Council’s demolition

Our contractor, McMahon Services will
7pm and all activities will adhere to En\lflir:g:::'r(\: :@m’: gﬂ?}éﬁfgﬁ:ﬁ:&tm" 7aer|and
best practice requirements. During the demolition, local residents may experience addmoncgrnolse
traffic, and notice the use of dust control equipment associated with the project, i
Safety is our highest Ppriority. All works will
- We have identified asbestos at the site, which will be managed by McMahon Services who
2 certified, have an asbestos division and dispose of the material at approved facilities. Viterra
gae‘d‘alm concrete materials, recycle steel and salvage spare parts.

acknowledge the role the Nantawarra silos have played in the evolution of the grain industry.
in our network at sites that suit the changing needs and delivery patterns of
Y ) ‘the most efficient, sustainable and cost-effective

be completed with safety and dust management plans

. wi? (| T g il
_ D T ™ i

Letter displayed at Nantawarra Post Office boxes, dated MCIY 1,
2023, informing residents of demolition plans of Nantawarra Silo,
believed to begin on Friday May 5, 2023. Photo taken |G

on May 4, 2023.
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A historical event - the first Adelaide to Darwin
train passes through Nantawarra in 2004.

Photo taken |

nrnlnmppednmntzwm
the first time in decades. Residents
and train watchers stationed themselves

3 around the Nantawarra silos to watch
o pasengelsdlsembmkﬂ\echmonns

youngste:
Reid, seven, William Young, 12, Brianna
10 and June Reid, four, alongside
ric train.

Being on the national rail line, the Ghan & Indian Pacific trains pass
through Nantawarra regularly, giving a wide range of people the
opportunity to see this historic structure.

In 2021, the Ghan stopped at Nantawarra silo (rather than just passing
by), for people to disembark. Front page of The Plains Producer
newspaper, October 13, 2021.
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The South Australian Heritage Council is committed to transparency in relation to the listing process and wishes to
enhance public confidence in the nomination, listing and decision-making process. The Council’s policy is to make
nominations for State heritage listing and submissions on provisional entries publicly available via webpage or to interested
parties. The Council will adhere to the Privacy Principles and your name and personal details will not be released.

Ve, I

nominate Nantawarra Silo, 18 Silo Road, Nantawarra, 5550
to be heritage listed.

The information I/we have provided is correct to my/our knowledge.

Your Signature/s: Date:

May 5%, 2023

Nomination Form Checklist
Please check that your nomination includes:
[]A clear indication of the location of the place or object (including map/s). Where a number of features are
nominated, show the location of each and/or a boundary surrounding the significant elements of the site.
[_]A history of the place or object explaining important aspects relevant to the nomination.
This should generally help support arguments of cultural significance.
[]A clear description of the nominated place or object/s.
[]A statement of significance and indication on how the place or object satisfies one or more
of the significance criteria.
[] Have you taken the opportunity to discuss the nomination with a heritage assessment officer? It is
strongly advised you to do so prior to submitting this nomination.

Email: DEWHeritage@sa.gov.au

Post: Executive Officer, South Australian Heritage Council
Department for Environment and Water
GPO Box 1047, Adelaide SA 5001



RE: EVIDENCE TO PROOVE NANTAWARRA WAS THE FIRST VERTICAL CONCRETE SILO

Please find attached excerpts from, “The Golden Era — Celebrating 50 years of Bulk Handling in South Australia”, written by
David Thomas, Published by ABB (Australian Barley Board), in 2006.

| am forwarding it as strong evidence that Nantawarra was the FIRST VERTICAL CONCRETE SILO in SA.

The book mentions that Paskeville was the first built country silo, opened in January 1956. Which | believe is correct.
Construction on Nantawarra Silo began in June 1956.
However, this book shows that Paskeville was not a vertical concrete silo ..... it was a horizontal storage shed made of

corrugated iron.

A concrete silo was a later addition (Paskeville’s original storage shed is still standing today, behind its newer concrete
silos).

This book shows:
PAGE 27 — a photo of Nantawarra silo, stating it was built in 1956, and was the first vertical concrete silo built in SA.

PAGE 29 — An official photo of the opening of Paskeville silo from The Advertiser. The official party is sitting in front of the
silo, which is clearly corrugated iron.

PAGE 134 — It clearly states that Paskeville was a shed, when detailing a story from the official opening. “The various
interconnecting conveyors and augers from the receival hopper to the one in the shed were not interlinked electronically,
and had to be started individually for the entire system to work.”

I have attached other relevant information from this publication, that relates to Nantawarra silo and the introduction of
bulk handling across the state.

I implore you to look at this new information as you assess the nomination.
Thank you for processing this nomination with urgency, due to the immediate threat the silo is under.

Work began at the silo on Friday (May 5, 2023) with fencing erected and machinery delivered, ready for demolition to
begin tomorrow morning (Monday May 8, 2023).

SUMMARY OF WHY NANTAWARRA SILO SHOULD BE HERITAGE-LISTED

The iconic Nantawarra Silo is about to be demolished.

Viterra informed the community of its intentions to demolish the silo last Monday May 1, 2023.

Demolition work began just five days later, on Friday May 5, 2023.

The community strongly believes this silo SHOULD NOT BE DEMOLISHED and should be preserved for future generations.
This silo holds significant historical value and is a prominent landmark in the district. It is a massive part of Nantawarra's
identity.

It is located on the national rail link and very visible to the thousands of vehicles who use National Highway One every day.
It was built in 1956, and was the FIRST CONCRETE VERTICAL SILO built in South Australia, when bulk handling was
introduced. These silos have become iconic in farming communities across the state.

Bulk handling revolutionised the agricultural/grain industry in SA.

Previously grain was delivered in bags to railway sidings and loaded onto trains — an extremely labour-intensive exercise.
Bulk handling eliminated the need for bags, and allowed farmers to deliver/unload their grain to a facility (silo) in bulk. This
made grain handling much more efficient.

There is a strong, deep connection between the silo and it’s past and present residents.

Nantawarra Silo signifies a bygone era of a once thriving, tight-knit farming community, that our forebears worked so hard
to establish.

Many vertical silos are being knocked down, so preserving the Nantawarra silo gives future generations the opportunity to
see, understand & appreciate how grain was stored for many decades.

Nantawarra Silo played an extremely important part in, not only our local history, but the rich agricultural history of South
Australia.

It should be saved from demolition and preserved.

Once buildings like these are gone, they are sadly lost forever.
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CHAPTER THREE

Build, build, build

After the major efforts to get the company established and garner grower support, it was
important then to deliver on expectations. Over the next 15 years, the new company
made a Herculean effort to establish handling facilities across the state to satisfy the pent
up demand from gmwers.' However, there were still some battles left to fight before it

could be claimed that the company had delivered on its original charter and finally come
of age.

The first silo owned and operated by the company was the one million bushel bin at
Ardrossan. On November 10th 1955, SACBH purchased this from the AWB for the
depreciated price of £220,368 following completion of agreements with the SA Harbors
Board for lease of land and with BHP for use of its shipping belt. As part of the sale,
SACBH was appointed by the AWB as sole licensed receiver for all wheat at Ardrossan.

The first load received by the company occurred on that very day, and was delivered by
Greenshield Bros of Nantawarra, 36 miles away from the terminal. The wheat was the
Gabo variety and was of good EA.Q. standard. Over that harvest period wheat literally
flooded into the terminal, with intake exceeding 100,000 bushels on
nine separate days. The terminal became a major focus for bulk wheat

shipments, with more than 4,000,000 bushels being exported in 21
ships by August of the following year.

Not all of this grain was delivered by growers, however it represented
a significant quantity of bagged wheat from the Yorke Peninsula
hinterland, and from depots where bagged wheat was cut to bulk in
order to load bulk carriers. The practices at these depots however,
clearly represented major inefficiencies, and the pressure quickly
mounted to build bulk country storage tributary to the Ardrossan
terminal and to make bagged depots redundant in the future. These
Issues were quickly addressed, and the premier, Sir Thomas Playford,
officially opened the first built country silo at Paskeville on January 6th
1956. While the timing was late for that season’s harvest, a significant

Nantawarra, the first concrete

vertical silo erected in SA in

1956. Capacity 12,000 tonnes.
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amount of grain was received — 12,253 bushels on the first day. A similar storage .

- s Wi

was completed at Bute soon after. All storages were designed by the ccﬂ’“F"‘*‘Frr 23
. , , un!
consulting engineer, Mr Allan Stephenson, and they incorporated 2 number of Ul

. . . . . . | , Com an}f
design features. It is interesting to note that during its formative year thed h lzthe
L] . ¥ ¥ l [ H
taced many difficult choices in relation to silo design. Many growers consice®

sively
Hompany should copy the low cost horizontal wood and iron storage used EX:; the
In Western Australia to get a bulk handling system rapidly established. HOWE*=

mainten . ] _ wer
ance and operation costs associated with these types of storage

| the
there . _ . [psteads
3 were only rudlmentary methods for filling and recovering graif. : oading
an : s S
s reclaim .faCIhIIIES, and sealed floors to minimise grain loss. The ability :
Dthert‘:l;t grains and grade types was also important in SA where larger volum
Cr than W : :
heat, in particular barley, were grown compared to WA. N
ng guaf&ntees 1 nt, a i
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0 be submijrred provided by the State Go

0
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From The Advertiser, January
1956: The new bulk wheat

recetval bin ar Paskeville was

opened by the Premier, Mr
Playford. The official party

1s shown on the dais with the
secretary of SA Co-operative Bulk
Handling Co. Ltd, Mr Stort MP
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Wddas feg rwra Bilciy £
. PHone 308 4

Port Lincolns first silos under
construction, showing workers’
vehicles parked at the shore end of
Brennens jetty in June 1958,

Proto courtesy the Eric O'Connor

Collection, Southern Eyre
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Port Adelaid, terminal undey

construction, Photg ¢, urtesy of
Advertiser Newspapers,

Early in 1956, the company received approy,|

500 {]{]{]-—bUShEI storages at Balaklavn_, f";ﬂDWt{]wn, BYth

Brin}kWUfth* a 350,000-bushel storage at Hﬂyletnn, and g
[gp

400.000-bushel storages at Nantawarra, Redhj]| and GU]nare =
latter were to utilise the company’s standard concrege L o ThE
state’s silo network was now rapidly underway. :

Wallaroo was selected as the site for the company’s fir .
commissioned terminal, but the project highlighted one of the Ddditie-
of the South Australian grain handling system whic, did noy DCCu:
elsewhere in Australia. SACBH only had responsibility fo, receivi;

and storing grain up until the wharf. It was the Stape GD"’Emmené
responsibility via its Harbors Board to provide ship lnading facilities
and place the grain onboard vessel. The method of lgading ol e
decision where facilities were placed came under the Jurisdiction of

this body, not SACBH.

While generally there were not many problems with the arrangement.
major difficulties occurred at Wallaroo because of the Harbors Board
proposal to load vessels with a rail truck jetty-tip method instead of
with an endless belt conveyor. The former would have been highly
inefficient, and would severely restrict loading operations. SACBH
strongly opposed the plan, but it took a protracted public debate to
convince the Public Works Committee and Harbors Board to back
down from its Impractical proposals. A seamless stlo-to-ship operation
under the control of one organisation was many years away; it was not
until 1997 when the State Government privatised the shipping bels
and sold them to SACBH that South Australia came into line with
the standard practice and operations of grain handlers in other states and overseas. Once
Iﬂc.atiun and ship loading issues were resolved, work on the new terminal progressed
quickly. On Decemper 3rd, 1957 the Premier, Sir Thomas Playford, officiated at anothet

silo opening when the 1,600,000—bu5hel vertical cell silo complex was completed. In OV
Ortyears, a new terming] and

: : a1 Is of
I3 upcountr sil ting 10 million bushe
Storage had beep completed, by i Ayl oprescnting

_ the demand for more was escalating,
With majo, demand fo bulk hand

- : . o [iDﬂ
' lin faciliti d prioritsa
ction an 3
nf sites ﬁ) R £ g CS across th{": Statﬂ, SEIE P

fuction of storg
a key Criterion, byt given

In the mid. cructe
: Mid-north Lo express their desire for a terminal to be com

< her
. ; e hlgh
CIVice the needs of growers in the region and avoid th



1.250 (}UO—bushel concrete vertical silo at Port Lincoln, as well
3; awo of 1ts standard 6 cell 400,000-bushel facilities at Kimba
.nd Rudall During the 1958/59 harvest the company was

able to proudly report ‘hat these had all filled to capacity, with
iving more than 1 million bushels — more than two

s its capacity. This was only possible thanks to the
rmance of SA Railways, which moved more than
s of grain from these country silos during the
y harvest period. These overflow harvest
re to become a regular feature of grain

Kimba rece
ﬂﬂd- hﬂ.lf timE

excellent perﬁ:}
one million bushel

December and Januar

crucking arrangements we
dling in the state, helping to overcome situations where there

han
orage shortfalls, particuiarly in high production years.

were St
[nterestingly, growers on the Upper Eyre Peninsula had bulk-
shipping facilities before growers in the Port Adelaide production
~one. Fortuitously for growers in this area, the mining of gypsum
deposits on Lake Macdonnell created the need for bulk-loading
Ccilities at Thevenard. As early as 1955, the Public Works
Committee recommended after an enquiry that facilities be
installed by the Harbors Board “to handle gypsum, wheat and
other suitable commodities” at an estimated cost of £160,000.
It took yet another enquiry in 1960 before the plans became a
reality. Work started that same year on concrete vertical cells sited
on the high ground overlooking the harbour, and these were
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SACBH general manager

Perce Sanders studies a model of
the pmpﬂsm’ new Port Adelaide

bulk handling terminal in 1962.

Photo caurtesy of- Advertiser

Newspapers.

Wallaroo terminal in 1957.
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A GOLDEN ERA
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various designations, given that Perce Sanders saw himself as the on'v - - in the
company.
He remembers that at the beginning it was a very small operation, wi 11y abouyt
: § i T Al B .
8 employees, including Senior Engineer Corbett, Jim Gowan (Mechanical Engineer)
3

and accountant Arthur Raw. There was also SA Wheat and Woolgrower Association

Secretary Tom Stott, who doubled as company secretary and, up until the appointment

of Sanders, its de facto Chief Executive.

Ted believes that the company’s greatest success was the establishment of an extensive
silo network in a very short time frame. While he is somewhat disapproving of Perce
Sander’s autocratic management style, he gives the General Manager full credit for his

achievements. “It would not have been possible without Perce,” he says, concurring with
the sentiments of many others who served in the grains industry at that time.

The overwhelming priority was to get storage established at almost any cost, and any
possible shortcut was taken to achieve this goal. Occasionally the results were less than
desirable. At Nantawarra, the silo was commissioned and used for grower receivals before
the roof was completed. When rain occurred, staff had to scrounge rail truck tarpaulins
to cover the top of the concrete cells and prevent grain from being damaged. This
incident earned Perce Sanders a sharp rebuke from the Railways Commissioner, who was
unimpressed about SA Railways property being shanghaied in this fashion. However,
scrounging of materials and equipment were to be a regular feature of the company in

those early years.

The official opening of Paskeville, the state’s first country storage, also had an element
of farce, Ted remembers. The various interconnecting conveyors and augers from the
receival hopper to the one in the shed were not interlinked electrically, and had to be
started individually for the entire system to work. When Premier Playford pressed the
button to receive the first load, Ted and others had to work covertly out of sight behind
the scenes to activate the start buttons of other augers and conveyors to give the illusion
of a completely integrated system. Even then there was a problem, as one of the conveyors

had been wired with the wrong polarity, so that it went into reverse and showered grain
on invited guests.

After the ﬁrft few silos were buile, the Company decided that for economy and speed
of .cnnstructmn, it wanted to have a standard type of silo based on the first silo to be
built at Owen. This was being frustrated by what the Company considered was the

ultra- ' ' ' ! |
: conservative recommendations of the Mines Department, based on their analysis
ot some of the core samples taken at prospective silo sites.

Zf;c;ulint EE Joined (and create a fifth small interstice cell), but should be independent
vertiacl ﬂ; A 806 Rt 0 .hlgh. ACCﬂl‘diﬂgl}’, Mallala finished up with cells that were not
cal silos, as the cell diameter was greater than its height, A similar situation arose at

©I€ Was to once again put the four cells in line, but to make them

bell-
ell-shaped at the base, to spread the load, Following Mallala and Redhill, a standard







RE: ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE NANTAWARRA WAS FIRST VERTICAL SILO IN SA

1. Please find attached, newspaper clippings from the local newspaper “The Producer”
regarding Nantawarra Silo, around the time it was built.
The first article, (June 28, 1956) states that it’s believed to be the first vertical silo in
South Australia.

2. Please find below a link to a government report, “Heritage of the Upper North”,
2000.
Page 42 — 43 discuss the introduction of bulk handling and the first silos erected in
the state.
This report states Nantawarra was among the first generation of silos. But most of
the other silos were horizontal tin sheds. Only Nantawarra, Redhill & Gulnare were
vertical concrete silos.
https://data.environment.sa.gov.au/content/heritage-surveys/upper-north-
(heritage-of-the)-vol-1.-general-report-2000.pdf

There are now 3 sources that state Nantawarra was the first vertical silo:

1. “Fertile Valley to Open Plain — The Nantawarra and Beaufort Districts”, by Rex Penna,
Published by Peacock Publications, 1982

2. “The Golden Era — Celebrating 50 years of Bulk Handling in South Australia”, by David
Thomas, Published by ABB (Australian Barley Board), 2006

3. “A Wheat Silo for Nantawarra”, The Producer newspaper, June 28, 1956.

And in support, the Government report, “Heritage of the Upper North” states it was a
vertical silo, rather than a horizontal tin shed like its predecessors.

| ask you to please consider these additional pieces of evidence with urgency, due to the
immediate threat the silo is under.
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‘The firm is well-known for
its silo construetion work 1in

NSW and Queensland and in

the latter State it is now com-
pleting a wheat terminal
Pinkenba, Brisbane.
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3 To Test Assessments Lol |

_ Ow_ner_s f)f three propertje-
In the District Council!  of
‘Balakiava have civen notice
that they intend to appeal to
2 Court of Summary Juris- |
dgiction regardine  their as-
sessment appeals which were
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= sat as a Court of Apnenl
@ | earlier this month.
& | Adelaide solicitors to deal
& | with the bproceedings have
® | been engaged by all parties.
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RE: EVIDENCE TO PROOVE NANTAWARRA WAS THE FIRST VERTICAL CONCRETE SILO

Please find attached further evidence that Paskeville was a horizontal tin shed. These are
screenshots from Viterra’s website. This photo shows very clearly that Paskeville wasn’t a
vertical silo.

This is the link: https://www.viterra.com.au/Who-we-are/Our-history
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6 Back to Who we are

1956 1998 1999 2000 2003 2004

1956

SACBH built its first country silo at
Paskeville, Yorke Peninsula
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