


 

 

South Australian   

   HERITAGE COUNCIL 

Page 2 

SA Heritage Register 
Nomination form 

Email Address:  





 

 

South Australian   

   HERITAGE COUNCIL 

Page 4 

SA Heritage Register 
Nomination form 

would be supplied by a large diesel engine. 

Before silo was completed, 25,000 bushels of wheat were 

received into a centre bin section on a trial basis. Edward 

Herbert (jun.) had the honour of delivering the first load. 

However, general receivals did not begin until January. The first 

shipment of 8,000 bushels from the new silo was railed in March 

to Port Adelaide. 

Over its four decades of use, the silo was utilised by local 

farmers, and was regularly filled to capacity in bumper harvests, 

particularly during the 1960s and 1990s. 

In later years, farmers came from long distances to deliver grain 

because it offered cheaper freight costs due to it being on the 

main rail link, direct to Port Adelaide.  

It was decommissioned as a bulk handling facility in 2004 when 

the major grain handling facility at Bowmans was built to service 

the entire lower north region.  

Historical sources used to support  

your nomination: 

Please attach copies of pages from publications or 

newspaper articles as appropriate. 

“Fertile Valley to Open Plain” – The Nantawarra and Beaufort 

Districts. 

263 pages, 1982. 

Written by Rex Penna, Published by Peacock Publications, 

Frewville, 5063  
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“Fertile Valley to Open Plain: The 

Nantawarra & Beaufort Distrcts” – 

written by Rex Penna. 

“Fertile Valley to Open Plain: The 

Nantawarra & Beaufort Distrcts” – 

written by Rex Penna. 

 

“Fertile Valley to Open 

Plain: The Nantawarra 

& Beaufort Distrcts” – 

written by Rex Penna. 

Published by Peacock 

Publications, 1982. 
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“Fertile Valley to Open Plain” history 

book reports Nantawarra Silo as the first 

vertical silo built in SA. 

“Fertile Valley to Open Plain” history 

book – ‘the old and the new’ - of the 

new silo behind stacks of bagged grain. 

 

Line up of trucks at Nantawarra Silo, 

photo taken in 1964, . 

Train at Nantawarra Silo, photo taken 

in 1970s . 



 

 

South Australian   

   HERITAGE COUNCIL 

Page 10 

SA Heritage Register 
Nomination form 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newspaper clipping, The Chronicle, Sept 9 1954, detailing the plans 

for bulk grain handling in South Australia – a pivotal point in South 

Australia’s agricultural history. 
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A historical event - the first Adelaide to Darwin 

train passes through Nantawarra in 2004. 

Photo taken . 

Being on the national rail line, the Ghan & Indian Pacific trains pass 

through Nantawarra regularly, giving a wide range of people the 

opportunity to see this historic structure. 

In 2021, the Ghan stopped at Nantawarra silo (rather than just passing 

by), for people to disembark. Front page of The Plains Producer 

newspaper, October 13, 2021.  





RE: EVIDENCE TO PROOVE NANTAWARRA WAS THE FIRST VERTICAL CONCRETE SILO 
 
Please find attached excerpts from, “The Golden Era – Celebrating 50 years of Bulk Handling in South Australia”, written by 
David Thomas, Published by ABB (Australian Barley Board), in 2006. 
 
I am forwarding it as strong evidence that Nantawarra was the FIRST VERTICAL CONCRETE SILO in SA. 
 
The book mentions that Paskeville was the first built country silo, opened in January 1956. Which I believe is correct. 
Construction on Nantawarra Silo began in June 1956. 
However, this book shows that Paskeville was not a vertical concrete silo ….. it was a horizontal storage shed made of 
corrugated iron. 
 
A concrete silo was a later addition (Paskeville’s original storage shed is still standing today, behind its newer concrete 
silos). 
 
This book shows: 
PAGE 27 – a photo of Nantawarra silo, stating it was built in 1956, and was the first vertical concrete silo built in SA. 
 
PAGE 29 – An official photo of the opening of Paskeville silo from The Advertiser. The official party is sitting in front of the 
silo, which is clearly corrugated iron. 
 
PAGE 134 – It clearly states that Paskeville was a shed, when detailing a story from the official opening. “The various 
interconnecting conveyors and augers from the receival hopper to the one in the shed were not interlinked electronically, 
and had to be started individually for the entire system to work.”  
 
I have attached other relevant information from this publication, that relates to Nantawarra silo and the introduction of 
bulk handling across the state. 
 
I implore you to look at this new information as you assess the nomination. 
 
Thank you for processing this nomination with urgency, due to the immediate threat the silo is under. 
Work began at the silo on Friday (May 5, 2023) with fencing erected and machinery delivered, ready for demolition to 
begin tomorrow morning (Monday May 8, 2023). 
 
SUMMARY OF WHY NANTAWARRA SILO SHOULD BE HERITAGE-LISTED 
The iconic Nantawarra Silo is about to be demolished. 
Viterra informed the community of its intentions to demolish the silo last Monday May 1, 2023. 
Demolition work began just five days later, on Friday May 5, 2023. 
The community strongly believes this silo SHOULD NOT BE DEMOLISHED and should be preserved for future generations. 
This silo holds significant historical value and is a prominent landmark in the district. It is a massive part of Nantawarra's 
identity. 
It is located on the national rail link and very visible to the thousands of vehicles who use National Highway One every day.  
It was built in 1956, and was the FIRST CONCRETE VERTICAL SILO built in South Australia, when bulk handling was 
introduced. These silos have become iconic in farming communities across the state. 
Bulk handling revolutionised the agricultural/grain industry in SA. 
Previously grain was delivered in bags to railway sidings and loaded onto trains – an extremely labour-intensive exercise. 
Bulk handling eliminated the need for bags, and allowed farmers to deliver/unload their grain to a facility (silo) in bulk. This 
made grain handling much more efficient. 
There is a strong, deep connection between the silo and it’s past and present residents. 
Nantawarra Silo signifies a bygone era of a once thriving, tight-knit farming community, that our forebears worked so hard 
to establish.  
Many vertical silos are being knocked down, so preserving the Nantawarra silo gives future generations the opportunity to 
see, understand & appreciate how grain was stored for many decades. 
Nantawarra Silo played an extremely important part in, not only our local history, but the rich agricultural history of South 
Australia. 
It should be saved from demolition and preserved. 
Once buildings like these are gone, they are sadly lost forever. 
 

























RE: ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE NANTAWARRA WAS FIRST VERTICAL SILO IN SA 
 

1. Please find attached, newspaper clippings from the local newspaper “The Producer” 
regarding Nantawarra Silo, around the time it was built. 

The first article, (June 28, 1956) states that it’s believed to be the first vertical silo in 
South Australia. 
 

2. Please find below a link to a government report, “Heritage of the Upper North”, 
2000. 
Page 42 – 43 discuss the introduction of bulk handling and the first silos erected in 
the state. 
This report states Nantawarra was among the first generation of silos.  But most of 
the other silos were horizontal tin sheds. Only Nantawarra, Redhill & Gulnare were 
vertical concrete silos. 
https://data.environment.sa.gov.au/content/heritage-surveys/upper-north-
(heritage-of-the)-vol-1.-general-report-2000.pdf 

 
There are now 3 sources that state Nantawarra was the first vertical silo: 
 

1. “Fertile Valley to Open Plain – The Nantawarra and Beaufort Districts”, by Rex Penna, 
Published by Peacock Publications, 1982 

2. “The Golden Era – Celebrating 50 years of Bulk Handling in South Australia”, by David 
Thomas, Published by ABB (Australian Barley Board), 2006 

3. “A Wheat Silo for Nantawarra”, The Producer newspaper, June 28, 1956. 
 
And in support, the Government report, “Heritage of the Upper North” states it was a 
vertical silo, rather than a horizontal tin shed like its predecessors. 
 
I ask you to please consider these additional pieces of evidence with urgency, due to the 
immediate threat the silo is under. 
 



















RE: EVIDENCE TO PROOVE NANTAWARRA WAS THE FIRST VERTICAL CONCRETE SILO 
 
Please find attached further evidence that Paskeville was a horizontal tin shed. These are 
screenshots from Viterra’s website. This photo shows very clearly that Paskeville wasn’t a 
vertical silo. 
 
This is the link: https://www.viterra.com.au/Who-we-are/Our-history 
 








