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NAME: ‘Clovelly’ (also ‘Cramond House’), 2 Prescott Terrace, TOORAK GARDENS  
 

 
 

CURRENT USE: Dwelling 

FORMER USE: Dwelling 

DATE(S) OF CONSTRUCTION: 1910-12 with later additions and minor alterations 

 
 

LOCATION: 2 Prescott Terrace, TOORAK GARDENS 

LAND DESCRIPTION: CT 5189/802, Portion of Block A, portion of Section 275 
laid out as Toorak Gardens, Hundred of Adelaide. 

 
 

OWNER:   

 
 
 
 
   

 
 
2 Prescott Terrace, Toorak Gardens (https://www.realestate.com.au/property/2-prescott-tce-toorak-gardens-sa-

5065/, accessed 14/07/2023) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

NAME: ‘Clovelly’ (also ‘Cramond House’), 2 Prescott Terrace, TOORAK GARDENS  
 

 
DESCRIPTION: 
 
A large and finely crafted 1910-12 Federation Bungalow with Federation Queen Anne and 
Federation Arts & Crafts detailing, designed by architect F. W. Dancker (1852-1936). 
Constructed of rock faced concrete blocks with fine Federation Arts & Craft rendered 
detailing, ‘picturesque’ hipped and gabled roof form with Marseilles tiling, original rendered 
masonry chimneys and Federation Arts & Crafts style decorative timber bargeboards with 
original second-storey enclosed viewing platform. Original, finely crafted timber framed door 
and window elements, Classical entrance portico with Classical columns. Highly significant 
interior with extensive original fabric to principal rooms, including finely crafted custom 
fireplaces, panelling, rails and built-in furniture, vaulted ceiling to entrance hallway with 
Federation Arts & Crafts/Classical columned archway, etc. Extensive original fabric through 
interior, including early fireplaces, fittings, doors and windows.  
 
Original masonry entrance gates and boundary fencing, likely also designed by the architect. 
Early motor house survives but is now extensively altered.  
 

 
STATEMENT OF HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE: 
 
‘Clovelly, (also ‘Cramond House’), 2 Prescott Terrace, Toorak Gardens is of State heritage 
significance as an important, architecturally designed and highly intact example of a 
Federation Bungalow with high quality Federation Queen Anne and Federation Arts & Crafts 
detailing, displaying all the principal characteristics of these styles. The dwelling retains its 
highly significant, custom designed internal fittings which represent the affluence and artistry 
of the Federation period prior to the outbreak of the First World War.  
 
The dwelling was designed by F. W. Dancker (1852-1936), a leading Adelaide architect of 
the Federation period specialising in internationally informed residential design. The dwelling 
represents an artistic high-point in an important transitional period of the architect’s career, 
between the publication of Dancker’s Modern Dwellings in 1904 and the commencement of 
the father-son partnership of F. W. Dancker & Son in 1913 which took the practice in a new 
artistic direction. The design also incorporates design elements featured in proposal designs 
found in the 1904 Modern Dwellings and its subsequent c.1906 Supplement. 
 

 
RELEVANT CRITERIA (As defined in Section 16 of the Heritage Places Act 1993) 
 
e) it demonstrates a high degree of creative, aesthetic and technical accomplishment or is an 
outstanding representative of particular construction techniques or design characteristics; 
‘Clovelly’, (also ‘Cramond House’), 2 Prescott Terrace, Toorak Gardens is an outstanding 
example of an architecturally designed transitional Federation Bungalow dwelling with 
elements of Federation Queen Anne and Federation Arts & Crafts detailing, displaying many 
characteristics of these important styles. The dwelling retains highly significant, 
architecturally designed and high intact internal fittings to its principal rooms, reflecting the 
affluence and artistry of the period prior to the outbreak of the First World War.   
 
g) it has a special association with the life and work of a person or organisation or an event 
of historical importance; ‘Clovelly’ (also ‘Cramond House’), 2 Prescott Terrace, Toorak 
Gardens has been identified as the work of architect Frederick William Dancker (1852-1936), 
a leading Adelaide architect specialising in internationally informed residential design during 



 

this period. Featuring stylistic elements and considerations introduced in Dancker’s 1904 
Modern Dwellings catalogue, ‘Clovelly’ represents an artistic high-point in an important 
transitional period of the architect’s career; bridging the 1904 publication of Modern 
Dwellings and the 1913 formation of the father-son partnership of F. W. Dancker & Son, 
which took the practice in a new artistic direction. The dwelling’s design also incorporates 
design elements featured in proposal designs found in Dancker’s 1904 Modern Dwellings 
and its subsequent c.1906 Supplement. 
 

 
RELEVANT HISTORIC THEMES:  
 
Heritage South Australia: Historic Themes for South Australia  
 
THEME 4: BUILDING SETTLEMENTS, TOWNS AND CITIES 
       4.3 Shaping the suburbs (including pre and post World War 2) 
       4.8 Making homes for South Australians 
 

 
BRIEF HISTORICAL BACKGROUND: 
 
2 Prescott Terrace, Toorak Gardens was initially surveyed and assessed as part of 
McDougall & Vines’ 1999 Burnside Local Heritage Review. The 1999 Review identified that 
the dwelling was constructed in 1912 for Frederick Metters, of the Adelaide metal 
manufacturing firm Metters Ltd. Metters originally named the property ‘Clovelly’. The 
property was later purchased by J. G. Mosley, M.P. The 1999 Review described the property 
as a large residence with an upper projecting clear storey section, constructed in rock face 
concrete blocks with terracotta tiled roof and picturesque roofline. The fence, particularly the 
entrance gate and pillars, were contemporaneous with the house and form a significant part 
of the complex. The 1999 Review noted that the property was previously used as offices for 
Mental Health Services, when it was named ‘Cramond House’ (after Dr. William A. 
Cramond) but had recently returned to use as a private residence.1 No mention of the 
property’s significant interiors was provided at this time.  
 
The 1999 Review found that the house and fence fulfilled criteria a), d) and e) under Section 
23 (4) of the Development Act 1993 as a place of local heritage value.2 The property was 
subsequently entered into the SA Heritage Register as a Local Heritage Place on 11th March 
2005 (Heritage ID 8336). The current extent of listing includes the “External form and fabric 
of the 1912 two storey residence. Key features include expansive complicated roof form with 
projecting clear storey section, projecting gables to front elevation with timber boarding, 
projecting porch with Tuscan columns and return verandah, and cast-off stone blockwork 
walls.” 
 
New research has now identified heritage values that may elevate the previously understood 
heritage values of the property to State heritage level.  
 
The earliest identified Lands Title records relating to 2 Prescott Terrace, Toorak Gardens  
date to July 1910 with the site (comprising a portion of Block A of a portion of Section 275 
laid out as Toorak Gardens) was acquired Frederick Metters, merchant of Adelaide.3 Metters 
also later acquired two adjoining blocks to the immediate north of his original allotment 
meeting Kensington Road (including portions of Block A of Section 275) in February 1911.4 
A mortgage was registered by Metters on both titles in August 1912. The Sands & 
McDougall Directory of 1912 is the first to document a ‘Metters, Fredk’ as residing on 

 
1 McDougall & Vines, 1999, Burnside Local Heritage Review, p.17. 
2 McDougall & Vines, 1999, p.17. 
3 CT 837/155 
4 CT 860/171 



 

Prescott Terrace by this time,5 indicating the residence was completed and occupied by this 
time. With consideration to the lengthy construction process of large, elite residences such 
as ‘Clovelly’, it is likely that constructed commenced around the time of Metter’s initial land 
acquisition. This suggests a construction period of 1910-12. 
 
Metters would later transfer the entire property to the Moseley family by October 1917.6 The 
Moseley family retained ownership until ‘Clovelly’ was sold to Clare Albert Thomas 
Thornquest in October 1943.7 At this time, Thornquest undertook the first subdivision to the 
property’s Kensington Road frontage.8 The Moseley family retained ownership of this new 
allotment, which was later developed into the late 20th century apartment complex now 
occupying this site.9 The property was later sold to ‘Clovelly Limited’ in August 1956 and 
later transferred to ‘Clovelly Proprietary Limited’ in 1966.10 The property was subsequently 
sold to the Crown Lands department in 1968; it is understood that the property was likely 
used around this time as offices for Mental Health Services and renamed ‘Cramond 
House’.11 The property returned to private ownership in 1987 when the dwelling was 
purchased by . The property was again sold in 1987 to  

.12 Subsequent sales are recorded in 1995, 2003 and 2017.13 While a majority of 
the property’s significant interiors remained intact throughout this period, some additions and 
minor internal alterations did occur during the later part of the 20th century. SAPPA satellite 
imaging indicates that external landscaping and some demolition of 20th century additions 
and alterations has recently occurred.14 
 
An important early house to the development of the elite and artistic Toorak Gardens 
precinct from c.1910 onwards, ‘Clovelly’ (also ‘Cramond House’), 2 Prescott Terrace, Toorak 
Gardens has now been identified as the work of architect Frederick William Dancker (1852-
1936), a leading practitioner of the period specialising in internationally informed residential 
design. A 1915 real estate advertisement provides an image of ‘Clovelly’ at that time, 
describing the property as the work of F. W. Dancker. This description is provided as follows:  
 

“Clovelly”, Rose Park (now Toorak Gardens)  
 
For Private Sale, under instructions from Mr. Fred Metters.  
 
One of the finest of the Beautiful Homes for which Adelaide is so justly celebrated 
throughout Australia. 

 
From every point of view, “Clovelly” is desirable. The design is most elegant, and the 
Architect, Mr. F. W. Dancker, has exercised all his skill and ingenuity in making the 
residence not only attractive in appearance, but to the last degree convenient, 
homelike, and comfortable. The Residence contains Lounge (20 x 20 (feet)) Dining 
Room (27 x 23), Study, Five large Bedrooms (averaging 20 x 20 each), Bathroom (18 
x 12, tiled floor, enamel bath and basin, gas heater), Kitchen (24 x 18), Maid’s Room 
(18 x 16), Scullery, Servery, Pantry, Linen Room, Cupboard Rooms, Two large 
Underground Rooms, &.c, &.c. The rooms are lofty and exceedingly well ventilated 
by a special and effective system. 

 
The appointments throughout are of the highest class. Fireplaces, Mantelpieces and 
Electric Fittings are of the latest and most artistic design, and no expense has been 
spared in making the equipment of the house complete in every respect. A Special 

 
5 Sands & McDougall Directory, 1912, p.190. 
6 CT 837/155; CT 860/171 
7 CT 837/155; CT 860/171 
8 CT 860/171 
9 CT 1820/54. 
10 CT 1820/54. 
11 CT 1820/54. 
12 CT 1820/54; 4355/920 
13 https://www.realestate.com.au/property/2-prescott-tce-toorak-gardens-sa-5065/, accessed 14/07/2023 
14 https://sappa.plan.sa.gov.au/, accessed 14/07/2023.  



 

Features is the broad terrace on which the house is raised. This gives it a very 
Commanding Appearance, and beautiful views of the hills are obtainable. Outside 
there area all the surroundings and conveniences of a gentleman’s residence. Motor 
House, Laundry, Man’s Room, Shadehouse, large Underground Tank (40,000 galls), 
&.c, &.c. 

 
The land has a frontage of 200 ft. to Prescott Terrace and contains One Acre, which 
has been systematically laid out in Flower Garden with Lawns, Shrubbery, &cl a 
portion is also in Fruit Trees in Full Bearing. There is a Well of Fresh Water equipped 
with Windmill, Tanks, &c. The property is situated within Two Miles From the City and 
is close to the Marryatville and Burnside Electric Trams.15 

 
Frederick William Dancker (1852-1936) was born in Macclesfield, South Australia. Educated 
at a private school in Aldinga, Dancker travelled to England to undertake training to become 
a naval architect. Ultimately this proved fruitless and Dancker returned to Australia, 
undertaking architectural training in Melbourne. Returning to Adelaide in the 1870s, Dancker 
was articled to architect Daniel Garlick before opening his own architecture office in 1880. 
Dancker married Clara Anne Phillipps, sister of prominent businessman William Herbert 
Phillipps in 1883 and together they had three children, Reginald Fritz (died aged 14), Gladys 
Clara and Eric Phillipps Dancker. F. W. Dancker managed a successful sole practice until 
1905 when he took his son Eric into his practice as an articled pupil. Eric was admitted to 
partnership in 1913 and from this time the firm practiced as ‘F. W. Dancker & Son.’ An 
inaugural member of the South Australian Institute of Architects (SAIA) in 1886, both 
Frederick and Eric Dancker joined the re-formed SAIA in the 1920s. F. W. Dancker practiced 
until 1931 when, after being injured in an accident, he retired aged 79. Dancker died in 1936 
and Eric Dancker continued the practice until approximately 1944.16  
 
F. W. Dancker is best remembered today for designing large, finely crafted houses in a 
variety of internationally informed styles in the Adelaide suburbs. The residential work of F. 
W. Dancker is of particular significance in South Australian history due to the publication of 
Dancker’s catalogue Modern Dwellings: 100 Selected Designs in 1904 with a subsequent 
c.1906 Supplement; one of few autobiographical accounts of residential design 
considerations in South Australia from the early 20th century. In Modern Dwellings, Dancker 
documented a large body of significant residential designs, many of which now number 
among the most important residential buildings of the Federation period in South Australia. 
In addition to an extended discussion regarding his personal design ethos and design 
elements for ‘modern’ residential design, Dancker also included several proposal designs, 
elements of which can be occasionally glimpsed in subsequent identified commissions.  
 
‘Clovelly’, 2 Prescott Terrace, Toorak Gardens is perhaps the last important house designed 
by F. W. Dancker during an important transition period for the architect’s practice; from the 
publication of Modern Dwellings in 1904 to the commencement of the father-son partnership 
of F. W. Dancker & Son from 1913 onwards. Design elements featured in Modern Dwellings 
become evident in Dancker’s work after 1904, while Eric Dancker’s interest in the Inter-War 
‘Old English’, ‘Spanish Mission’ and ‘Georgian Revival’ styles took the firm in a different 
artistic direction after 1912; a change reflected in buildings produced by the firm after this 
time. Residential works designed by F. W. Dancker between 1904-1912 also reflect stylistic 
transitions from the established Federation Queen Anne style to emerging Inter-War styles 
such as the Inter-War Californian Bungalow style, etc. The construction of the Federation 
Old English ‘Woodgate’, 5 Fitzroy Terrace, Thorngate (1913), recently State Heritage listed, 
strongly marks the new artistic direction of the father-son partnership from this time onwards.  
 
Other important known residential designs by F. W. Dancker dating from the transitional 
period of 1904-1912 include:  

 
15 Property and Real Estate News, The Mail, Sat 20 Nov 1915, p.21.  
16 Collins, Julie, 'Dancker, Frederick William', Architecture Museum, University of South Australia, 2008, Architects of South 
Australia: [http://www.architectsdatabase.unisa.edu.au/arch_full.asp?Arch_ID=12], accessed 14/07/2023.  



 

 

• 167 (166-168) Mackinnon Parade, North Adelaide (1904) (Local, HID 823, 

photographed in c.1906 Modern Dwellings Supplement) 

• 32 Avenel Gardens Road, Medindie (1905) (execution of a Modern Dwellings 

proposal design) (Contributory, LGA Ref. 8765) 

• 5 Colton Street, Crystal Brook (1906) (unlisted) 

• ‘Leigh Grange’, 32 Avenue Street, Millswood (1907, attributed) (heavily altered in the 

c.1940s, recently reconstructed) (unlisted) 

• 1 Giles Street, Toorak Gardens (1907-8, attributed) (Local, HID 8326) 

• ‘Buxton Manor’, 67-75 Buxton Street, North Adelaide (1908) (State, SHP 13472) 

• 43-47 Clifton Street, Malvern (1910, attributed) (Contributory, LGA Ref. 28004) 

• Wilpena, 4 Victoria Avenue, Unley Park (c.1910-12, attributed) (Contributory, LGA 

Ref. 4130) 

• ‘The Poplars’, 42 George Street, Hawthorn (1911) (unlisted) 

• 25 Northcote Terrace, Medindie (1911, attributed) (unclear if LHP) 

• 7 Giles Street, Toorak Gardens (1911-12, attributed) (Contributory, LGA Ref. 20028) 

• 42 Bevington Road, Glen Osmond (1912) (unlisted) 

 

 

     
(above left) 167 Mackinnon Parade, North Adelaide (1904), featured in the c.1906 Modern Dwellings Supplement (image 

source: Dancker, 1904, Modern Dwellings; c.1906, Supplement, p.4); (above right) ‘Leigh Grange, 32 Avenue Street, Millswood 
shortly after completion in 1907, extensively altered in the mid-20th century and recently reconstructed (image source: private 

collection) 
 

 

 
1 Giles Street, Toorak Gardens shortly after completion in c.1908. (image source: private collection) 

 

 



 

 
1922 photograph of ‘Buxton Manor’, 67-75 Buxton Street, North Adelaide (1908) (image source: The Register, Tue 2 Mar 1922, 

p.5).  

 
1913 photograph of ‘Wilpena’, 4 Victoria Avenue, Unley Park (c.1910-12) (image source: Critic, Wed 15 Jan 1913, p.15) 

 
 

 
1913 photograph of ‘The Poplars’, 42 George Street, Hawthorn (1911) (image source: A Charming Residence, The Mail, Sat 11 

Jan 1913, p.6) 

 
 



 

 
c.1922 photograph of ‘Athlone’, 42 Bevington Road, Glenunga (1912) (image source: SLSA PRG 280/1/34/308) 

 

 
While many of Dancker’s designs from the Federation period are now State or Local 
Heritage places, relatively few designs dating from this transitional period of Dancker’s 
career are reflected on the SA Heritage Register. Of the above examples, most are unlisted 
or Contributory places, generally with little heritage control over their often significant 
interiors which are an intrinsic part of the architect’s artistic vision. Many of these properties 
have now also undergone extensive internal alterations which have detracted from their 
significance as a representation of the architect’s work. 
 
Of the above examples, only ‘Buxton Manor, Buxton Street North Adelaide (1908) is 
currently listed as a State Heritage Place. While an extremely fine example of Federation 
Arts & Crafts design, it could be claimed that ‘Clovelly’, 2 Prescott Avenue, Toorak Gardens 
is perhaps a better representation of Dancker’s artistry and skill, being grander in scale and 
finer in detail and execution while retaining a higher degree of significant internal fabric than 
‘Buxton Manor’ does.  
 
Dancker’s design for ‘Clovelly’ also reflects elements of proposal designs shown in 
Dancker’s 1904 Modern Dwellings and subsequent Supplement. For example, the use of 
external Classical elements (ie. entrance portico and Classical verandah columns) at 
‘Clovelly’ reflects similar treatments found in elaborate proposal designs in Modern 
Dwellings; a feature not often seen in Dancker’s work during this period. The unusual design 
of Clovelly’s large, vaulted entrance hall/ballroom, lit from above by the vault’s lantern 
window, is a reflection of the description of Sketch No.2 from Dancker’s 1906 Modern 
Dwellings Supplement, which describes a “rising dome shaped into the roof, and lighted from 
a lantern over…”17 
 
As such, ‘Clovelly’, 2 Prescott Terrace, Toorak Gardens presents as one of the finest houses 
designed by F. W. Dancker during this transitional period of his career between 1904 and 
1912, retaining a high degree of external and internal fabric and reflecting design 
considerations established with Dancker’s 1904 Modern Dwellings and its 1906 Supplement. 
This finely-crafted dwelling effectively demonstrates the transitional stylistic nature of the 
period as Federation Bungalow dwelling with Federation Queen Anne and Federation Arts & 
Crafts detailing with some early Inter-War Californian Bungalow and Inter-War Georgian 
Revival detailing. The dwelling’s principal rooms, including entrance hall, dining room, 
lounge room and principal bedrooms, are among the grandest of Dancker’s oeuvre with 
some of the most finely executed Federation Arts & Crafts detailing of the architect’s career. 
While some subsequent additions have taken place, these alterations have not altered 
Dancker’s original vision for the interior’s principal rooms. The property also retains its 
original boundary fence, most likely customed designed by F. W. Dancker for this dwelling, 
which is also of significance, as noted by the 1999 Survey. The original motor house remains 
but is now extensively altered.  
 

 
17 F. W. Dancker, c.1906, Modern Dwellings Supplement, p. 2.  
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SITE MAPPING: 
 

 
Site of 2 Prescott Terrace, Toorak Gardens (Planning SA SAPPA)  

 
 
 

 
 1936 aerial photograph of 2 Prescott Terrace, Toorak Gardens (ICSM Historical Aerial Photography, MAP885, 

Run 7, Frame 4259, 2/08/1936, https://imagery.aerialphotography.fsdf.org.au/, accessed 14/07/2023). 

 
 



 

 
 

 
HISTORICAL IMAGES:  
 

 
1915 real estate advertisement for ‘Clovelly’, 2 Prescott Terrace, Toorak Gardens. The description above 

identifies the dwelling as the work of architect F. W. Dancker (The Mail, Sat 20 Nov 1915, p.21). 
 
 

 
1897 image understood to be of architect F. W. Dancker (1852-1936) (SLSA PRG 631/2/497) 



 

 

 

 
OTHER IMAGES:  
 

 
Principal west elevation of 2 Prescott Terrace, Toorak Gardens with entrance gate from Prescott Terrace (image source: 

https://www.realestate.com.au/property/2-prescott-tce-toorak-gardens-sa-5065/, accessed 15/07/2023) 
 
 

 

 
South elevation of 2 Prescott Terrace, Toorak Gardens with entrance gate from Prescott Terrace (image source: 

https://www.realestate.com.au/property/2-prescott-tce-toorak-gardens-sa-5065/, accessed 15/07/2023) 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
North elevation of 2 Prescott Terrace, Toorak Gardens (image source: https://www.realestate.com.au/property/2-prescott-tce-

toorak-gardens-sa-5065/, accessed 15/07/2023) 

 
 
 

 
North elevation of 2 Prescott Terrace, Toorak Gardens (image source: https://www.realestate.com.au/property/2-prescott-tce-

toorak-gardens-sa-5065/, accessed 15/07/2023) 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Grand entrance hall of 2 Prescott Terrace, Toorak Gardens with vaulted ceiling and very fine Federation Arts & Crafts detailing 
to internal finishes (image source: https://www.realestate.com.au/property/2-prescott-tce-toorak-gardens-sa-5065/, accessed 

15/07/2023) 

 
 

 
Grand entrance hall of 2 Prescott Terrace, Toorak Gardens with vaulted ceiling and very fine Federation Arts & Crafts detailing 
to internal finishes (image source: https://www.realestate.com.au/property/2-prescott-tce-toorak-gardens-sa-5065/, accessed 

15/07/2023) 

 
 



 

 
Lounge room of 2 Prescott Terrace, Toorak Gardens with very fine Federation Arts & Crafts detailing to internal finishes (image 

source: https://www.realestate.com.au/property/2-prescott-tce-toorak-gardens-sa-5065/, accessed 15/07/2023) 

 
 
 

 
Dining room of 2 Prescott Terrace, Toorak Gardens with very fine Federation Arts & Crafts detailing to internal finishes (image 

source: https://www.realestate.com.au/property/2-prescott-tce-toorak-gardens-sa-5065/, accessed 15/07/2023) 

 
 



 

 
Study of 2 Prescott Terrace, Toorak Gardens with very fine Federation Arts & Crafts detailing to internal finishes (image source: 

https://www.realestate.com.au/property/2-prescott-tce-toorak-gardens-sa-5065/, accessed 15/07/2023) 

 
 
 

 
Main bedroom of 2 Prescott Terrace, Toorak Gardens with fine Federation Arts & Crafts detailing to internal finishes (image 

source: https://www.realestate.com.au/property/2-prescott-tce-toorak-gardens-sa-5065/, accessed 15/07/2023) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
APPENDICES:  
 

 
 

c.1915 real estate advertisement description of ‘Clovelly’, 2 Prescott Terrace, Toorak Gardens (The Mail, Sat 20 Nov 1915, 
p.21).  

 




















