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To help your nomination be successful, please fill out this form with as much information as possible. 
Feel free to expand the answer fields as much as you require or append information to the form. 

Please note that places which have been nominated during past three years will not be reconsidered by the South 
Australian Heritage Council unless you can provide significant new information not provided through the previous 
nomination and assessment. 

For assistance with this form you may contact: 

Your local historical society or heritage adviser may be of assistance OR you may telephone an assessment officer in 
Heritage South Australia on (08) 8124 4960. 

A. Nominated Place

Name of Place / Object: 
Any other or former name(s): 
Is the place already on another 
heritage list?

'Wattle Hills" 
currently named Brentwood Park 
Register of Historic Places (ID# 4074) National Trust South Australia 

i,Locatiori < ... ··••···•· .. ·.•·· . < <,', ,::,_, ,--:-: ,--,-,,,_>: '/, :---_ \'/:::,_, \ :-__ , :\,:<_/,-_:,:\--:/<-:,:, '-::',:<, >_-,', :->: ',< --,', , < ··. •·· •• . · . ...... 

Street Address: 5515 Main South Road 
Suburb /Town: WATTLE FLAT Post Code: 5203 

Local Council Name: YANKALILLA 
Land Description: Title: Volume: Folio: Parcel Type: Parcel 
(if known) Memorial Book No 409 No: 

Plan Type: Plan Section: Hundred: 
No: 495 MYPONGA 

GPS Location/s: Longitude / Easting / X I Latitude / Northing / Y (Datum = ) 
(If known) 

Name of Owner(s): 

Contact person: 
(if different from owner explain relationship) 

Postal Address: Street Address: 
Suburb / Town: Post Code: 

Phone Number: 

Ownership History: 

Your Name/s: 

Organisation/Position: 
Daytime Phone: 
Fax: 
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Postal Address: Street Address: 

Suburb /Town: 

Email Address: 

Poge 2 
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B. Description 

South Australian 
HERITAGE COUNCIL 

s.Desdriptio1Jofno111iriatec1i,1aceorobject .... ··• i .. • .. · .. ;/_;< .. >.it.;•-· .;/ ··.•·· .. · · .. •· .,,..... .:. •·t . ·· ... •.• --\·: ·.·: .. •• .. : .. 

Description of the nominated place or object and Original 'one up one down' stone and render homestead 

its current condition: built 1838 when my great grandfather John Clarke squatted on 

Section 495, in excellent condition, added to in 1850s after he 

had made money at Victorian goldfields. Photos included in this 

submission. Added section also stone render, inhabited, in 

excellent condition, photos included in this submission, labelled 

on back. Apparently the cellar remains and is also usable. The 

stables (described on map as cowshed) down by Main South 

Road are also stone and render, some original iron roofing, but 
looking a bit neglected. 

Are you aware of any modifications or additions All of the interior of the house has been modernised 

to the place or object? - outside good original condition. I understand some 

Can you provide dates for these changes? original features remain inside the farmhouse. (Ceilings, 

exposed portions of stone walls etc). Older 1838 building 

appears to be in most original condition & well preserved. 

Do you believe there may be historical items Quite possibly - their rubbish had to go somewhere! 

under the ground? 

Should an archaeological investigation 

be considered? 

Date you inspected the place or object: I drive past frequently. 

Have you had any contact with the Owner? I advised the owners of my application for National Trust 

listing by letter and phone message & invited comment but 

received no reply. 

Current use of the place or object: Working farm. 

Original or former use(s): 

Are there any current or long term threats The stables, which are small but beautiful, look in need of 

to the nominated place or object? rather urgent restoration. Other stone sheds on the property of 

which I am unaware may also be in similar condition. 7 lJocI- '\ 
Name of Builder: John & Catherine Clarke 

Any other information: 

C. History 

Years of Construction: Start: 1838 Finish: 1850s 

Name of Designer/ Architect: 
John and Catherine Clarke 
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History of the nominated place or object: 

Historical sources used to support 

your nomination: 

Please attach copies of pages from publications or 

newspaper articles as appropriate. 

South Australian 
HERITAGE COUNCIL 

John Clarke, from Rowalston Ireland, arrived in SA in 

1836 aboard the Tam O'Shanter, See attached letter written by 

his son James Clarke. He attended the Proclamation 

Ceremony, and in 1838 squatted on Section 495 Hundred of 

Myponga until he could purchase it in 1848. He is said to be the 

first Caucasian inhabitant of the area, and learned much from 

the local aboriginal tribe about their interpretation of the 

seasons, edible food, the location of water etc. Governor 

Hindmarsh, whom he knew from Adelaide, is said to have 

visited Wattle Hills before departing the colony in 1838, naming 

'Lovely Valley" on his way he then visited Arthur Lindsay at 

Glen Lindsay and Encounter Bay. (I am seeking personal 

journals of Gov Hindmarsh & Arthur Lindsay to verify this but 

have had no luck so far. I note a Heritage Council member has t 
D 

the name of Deborah Lindsay and wonder whether she may be 

related. Arthur Lindsay also squatted on his land in 1838.) In J 
1840 John Clarke married Catherine Taggart who arrived in the 

colony on the William Nichol, in Holy Trinity Church and they 

lived at Wattle Hills, Wattle Flat all their lives, having 13 children 

11 of whom survived to adulthood. John was a founding 

member and later chairman of the Myponga Council, which 

reverted to the Yankalilla council in the 1860s and the first JP in 

the area. After John and his son Thomas successfully mined for 

gold in Victoria in the early 1850s there was sufficient money to 

extend the farmhouse; he also bought much more land in Wattle 

Flat, Myponga, Yankalilla and NT, and the part town acre 188 

in Adelaide. The farmhouse was used for Catholic church 

services - mass, christenings and weddings - before and 
sometimes after St Peters Catholic church was built at 

Normanville in 1858. Sometimes when the priest from Morphett 

Vale was detained, John would conduct services. A hot lunch 

was provided for all attendees. John gave stone and building 

materials and lent his bullock wagon (purchased from Tasmania 

in 1838) to build St Peters Church. 

1.To Find the Way, R F Williams Pages 59, 60 & 241. 

2.Essay: To What Extent did John Clarke's Leadership & 

Legacy Contribute to the Growth of the Yankalilla District -

Caitlin Prentice 2016- copy including Bibliography attached. 

3.St Peter's Catholic Church Normanville 1858-2008 David 

Salkeld 

4.Letter of James Clarke 8th child of John and Catherine Clarke 

5.lnclusion in the Time Capsule at St Peter's Church, 

Normanville collated by Rae Clarke, Box 163 Pt Lincoln from 

articles collected by Hazel Clarke. 
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D. Heritage Significance 

South Australian 
HERITAGE COUNCIL 

7. Stafiarrient 6f State Significance 2 Wfiy;s thia place orobject important to Souu, AUsfralia/ .. . .• ·. •· •·.·· .· •·.·. •·••· .. ·. ·.· .• 
It is of State heritage significance because It is an old house. with stables, as early as any in the state, and well 

preserved - possibly the oldest in the Yankalilla area - and steeped in the history of the rural development of the area, 

(see attached essay by Caitlin Prentice) as well as having spiritual significance for the descendants of families who 

attended church and were married/baptised there. John, having experienced all the hardships of those first colonists, 

became an important and infiuential landowner in the district in his time. (See attached articles). 

The South Australian Heritage Places Act 1993 lists seven criteria by which places are assessed as 'State significant.' 

Please tick the criteria you feel the place demonstrates and explain your reasons. 

It demonstrates important 

aspects of the evolution or 

pattern of the State's history. 

D It has rare, uncommon or 

endangered qualities that are of 

cultural significance. 

D It may yield information that will 

contribute to an understanding of 

the State's history, including its 

natural history. 

D It is an outstanding 
representative of a particular 

class of places of cultural 

significance. 

D It demonstrates a high degree of 

creative, aesthetic or technical 

accomplishment or is an 

outstanding representative of 

particular construction 

techniques or design 

characteristics. 

It has strong cultural or spiritual 

associations for the community 

or a group 

within it. 

This substantial farmhouse still exists as an example of those built in 

the earliest settlement of our State. It evolved into a larger home when 

funds derived from the Victorian Goldfields were available in the 1850s and 

continues as a working, viable farm. I would like to see the stables down 

by Main South Road better preserved as they are looking fragile. 

The home was used for Catholic church services for colonists in the 

district, until the construction of St Peters Catholic Church, Normanville, in 

1858, and sometimes afterwards. The home would be of significance to 

descendants of those who were baptised/married there, and who attended 

the church services. John was significant contributor to the construction of 

St Peter's Church (detailed earlier). He sometimes conducted services at 

his home when the priest was delayed/unavailable. 
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I 
~ It has a special association with 

the life or work of a person or 

organisation or an event of 

historical importance. 

E. Additional Information 

9)imagesilVias/[)iagrainstsiteiSfans•· ·• 

South Australian 
HERITAGE COUNCIL 

It was both the life and work of John & Catherine Clarke, earliest 
settlers in the Wattle Flat region, who built the first section of the home, a 
one up one down, then added to it as funds became available from the 

goldfields in the 1850s John became a successful grazier and landowner 
in the district, and as said before, a JP and member and chairman of the 
Myponga council when it existed. 

A full range of images including maps, site plans, and photographs will help your nomination. 

Please provide: 

• a clear outline of the place or object being nominated within any maps or plans provided 

• high quality images of the place or object (please list the total number of images being provided) 

• the subject of each image 
• the date each image was created 
• the author of each image, and 
• the copyright holder of each image (if known) 

Paste images here: 

Photographs of the farmhouse, stables, and interior plan authored by Harcourtsd Brock 
Williams, for the last sale of the property in 2012, and who stated in the advertising spiel that the house was 

circa 1836. I don't actually know the movements of my great grandfather 1836-1838- he may have gone to 
the Wattle Flat area before 1838. The photographs, labelled on the backs, are in enclosed envelope. 
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South Australian 

HERITAGE COUNCIL 

The South Australian Heritage Council is committed to transparency in relation to the listing process and wishes to 
enhance public confidence in the nomination, listing and decision-making process. The Council's policy is to make 
nominations for State heritage listing and submissions on provisional entries publicly available via webpage or to interested 
parties. The Council will adhere to the Privacy Principles and your name and personal details will not be released. 

I/we, : 
to be heritage listed. 

nominate '\.Jct.c+llec . H ,I !s-,1 ,-,..(;VV
f3,re,v,.rwooo1 f A.VI<

,5; � I J V)/\ 0,1 ,.., :> 0 �,-,, )(,;,{ 

vJ ct:fHe Re,.,/-, [;, 14' S:-..2,o._J' 
23 �3�.2-02..1, 

�ase check that your nomination includes: 
l,LIA clear indication of the location of the place or object (including map/s). Where a number of features are 
_,,nominated, show the location of each and/or a boundary surrounding the significant elements of the site.
l.:,lA history of the place or object explaining important aspects relevant to the nomination. 
,..../' This should generally help support arguments of cultural significance.
12:'./A clear description of the nominated place or objecUs. 
0A statement of significance and indication on how the place or object satisfies one or more 

of the significance criteria. 
9Have you taken the opportunity to discuss the nomination with a heritage assessment officer? It is 
strongly advised you to do so prior to submitting this nomination. 

Email: DEWHeritage@sa.gov.au 
Post: Executive Officer, South Australian Heritage Council 
Department for Environment and Water 
GPO Box 1047, Adelaide SA 5001 
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I 
Caitlin Prentice 
764971E 

12RP 2016 
Outcome 

To \/Vhat Extent Did John Clarke's Leadership and Legacy Contribute to 

the G1·owth of the Yankalilla Dist1·ict? 
John Clarke left Ireland in 1836 and became the first white resident in Wattle Flat (Williams, 1986). 

He initially survived in a tent on a diet of native animals, but later raised a family of 13 children and 

established himself as a wealthy land owner. Clarke embodied the pioneering spirit and became a 

community leader assisting the growth of the district. His leadership gathered a group of Catholic 

pioneer farmers who literally cultivated the district's expanding agricultural sector (Salkeld, 2016). 

Clarke was a leader in public life and his actions led to the development of the local economy and 

contributed to the wellbeing of early settlers (Morgan, 2016). Whilst Clarke's leadership made an 

important contribution to the growth of the Yankalilla district in its early years, his massive dream 

for the potential of the district could not be completed throughout his lifetime. Since his death, 

Clarke's descendants and the local community inspired by his vision, continue his legacy. Many 

believe that Clarke's leadership and legacy made a significant contribution to the growth of the 

Yankalilla District, although Clarke's story remains largely unknown in South Australia and he lacks 

recognition as an influential pioneer. 

John Clarke's leadership of Catholic pioneer farmers resulted in the development of a community 

necessary for the post-colonial growth of the Yankalilla district. Due to multifactorial setbacks in 

Ireland during the 1850s, the district witnessed significant immigration of Irish farmers, eager for a 

new beginning. As Clarke had lived in the district for approximately 10 years, the new arrivals looked 

to him for guidance (Salkeld, 2016). Clarke utilised his connections, wealth and energy to develop 

the community. When many of the pioneers sought the emotional comforts of home, Clarke 

supported them in a faith-filled community. He welcomed them to his home for Mass and a hot 

meal before a Church was built in Willunga, organising for a priest to travel from Morphett Vale to 

preside (Williams, 1986). Occasionally when there was no priest, Clarke performed the rituals of 

communion service and is known to have performed baptisms and marriages (Salkeld, 2008). Using 

his connections with Bishop Murphey, Clarke led the movement to build St Peter's Catholic Church, 

Normanville, providing building and transportation materials (Salkeld, 2016). Clarke's leadership in 

the creation of a Church clearly contributed to a fledging sense of unity which he nurtured. His 

tireless work made the district more attractive to Irish Catholic pioneers, knowing they would not be 

so isolated in their ventures. As such, Clarke's mentoring and efforts where "he fed the hungry and 

clothed the poor", increased the number of Irish Pioneers whose agricultural backgrounds were vital 

for the growth of the district (Anon., 1890). They adapted their rural knowledge and skills to 

develop the most important sector of the Yankalilla district, agriculture. Practically, the community 

Clarke fostered assisted the pioneers through difficult periods for the benefit of the district, instead 

Word Count: 1,999 
1 



Caitlin Prentice 
764971E 

12RP 2016 
Outcome 

of moving to more profitable districts as some did during the 1870s (Salkeld, 2016). I attended Good 

Friday Mass in St Peter's Church Normanville this year and witnessed the Church is well maintained 

and observed a strong and resilient functioning parish. John Clarke's leadership in the Catholic 

Community, can be seen in the sound buildings and thriving parish life of this community today. 

Clarke's leadership in Yankalilla public life was extremely beneficial for the growth of the district. In 

1856 Clarke accepted a request by the Myponga community to become a forming member of the 

District Council of Myponga (Trove, 1856). In 1864 he became the Chairman of the Council and only 

resigned from this position due to age regulations (Clarke & Clarke, 2016). In council, Clarke 

championed many initiatives, including a transcontinental railway to transport the district's produce, 

increasing trade and employment possibilities (Trove, 1887). By becoming the first Justice of the 

Peace in the district, Clarke oversaw legal and official processes that otherwise would have occurred 

in Adelaide, increasing the district's independence. Clarke also assisted organisation of community 

fundraising events, the proceeds of which were directed towards local schools (Trove, 1928). The 

education of the district's children was vital to keep families in the area and for the future prosperity 

of the district. In supporting these social services, Clarke assisted the well being of the early settlers. 

As an isolated community, it was important that the pioneers could rely upon each other for support 

during difficult periods and for companionship (Morgan, 2016). Family events and meetings were 

the perfect opportunity for people to meet and form relationships. Thus, Clarke's actions in forming 

a strong, resilient community were vital for the viability of the Yankalilla District. 

Initially, Clarke's interactions with the local Aboriginal people were turbulent as retold in memoir 

notes of his son, James Clarke circa 1880-1930. Clarke's son, Thomas was kidnapped by a group of 

Aboriginal people who were in need of food. Thomas was returned and Clarke provided them with 

food and clothing and then informed them that they were welcome to K 

Kld.?71}.N 
'CUI ff.JI./[. 

. 
/ 
/ ,/ 

his home if in need (Clarke, n.d.). A similar conflict occurred later with 

another family, however, Clarke intervened and peacefully resolved it, 

establishing a trusting relationship with the Aboriginal people of the 

area (most likely to have been the Ka urn a People according to the 

Tindale Map - Figure 1). Clarke gained important geographical 

information from local Aborigines, such as local food, water sources and 

seasonal weather patterns needed to understand the strengths and 

limitations of the land (Clarke, n.d.). This information helped others to 

develop prosperous businesses, necessary for the growth of the district. 

Figure 1 Tribal Boundaries in Aboriginal 
Australia (Tindafe, 1974). YankoJilla lies in the 
region of the Kaurna People. 

2 
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Clarke created his own large successful grazing business, owning 25 rural sections of land in the 

Myponga District Council, 4 allotments at Myponga and some land in the Northern Territory (Clarke, 

2008). As 'agriculture ... provided the impetus for settlement in the Yankalilla area', Clarke assisted 

the birth of what is the district's most valuable sector today (Yankalilla Area School, 1986). Clarke's 

successful grazing business attracted interest to the district, 

employment opportunities, provided 

food and brought money to the local 

economy (Clarke & Clarke, 2016). His 

work in this area led to a section of 

land in the Myponga district being 

named Clarke Hill. Clarke's 

enthusiastic work in the public life of 

Yankalilla was extremely important in 

developing the district. 

Figure 2 Depicts Clarke's Nill (RAA, n d.) 

Whilst Clarke made a significant impact in the district, his dreams for its potential could not be 

realised in one lifetime. His descendants and others in the community worked to continue to fulfil 

his vision and realise the district's potential. At the 150th celebrations of St Peter's Catholic Church 

at Normanville, Bishop Greg O'Kelly highlighted how the legacy of pioneers continues today. O'Kelly 

honoured the pioneers' work, recognising the importance of their actions in inspiring others to 

continue celebrating their faith (O'Kelly, 2008). Similarly, Mr David Salkeld, a current leader at St 

Peter's Church, believes the legacy of Clarke and other pioneers is significant in driving the 

community today. He stated that "today's Catholic community draws strength from the knowledge 

of its pioneers and in keeping with broad Christian principles, involves itself in combined 

denominational programs aimed at supporting the less well off in the wider local population" 

(Salkeld, 2016). Consequently, the Normanville Catholic Community contributes to the viability of 

the district as it continues Clarke's generosity by working to support those in need in the wider local 

population. The community also continues providing strength to one another through their faith 

and relationships. Clarke's descendants are now involved in various Christian Churches where their 

work assists the formation of resilient and welcoming communities, necessary for a prosperous 

future (Lush, 1979). Clarke's descendants remain involved in the community by working in the 

council and continuing family farms. Many descendants were at the forefront of council initiatives 

including implementing programs to assist preserve the environment (Trove, 1978). These will assist 

the district's tourism sector - a major source of future income. The continuation of the family farm 

3 
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in the district continues supporting the local economy. The fact that multiple descendants have 

created businesses in this sector greatly contributes to supplying food and employment for others in 

the district and the state. The discovery of Uranium at Wild Dog Creek by Clarke's grandsons, W.F 

and J.J Wen ham, brought publicity and revenue to the district with the South Australian mines 

department extracting 340 tonnes of ore 1953-55 (Williams, 1986). Clarke's generous spirit was also 

continued by the work of his son George and his wife Ellen, who were involved in caring for orphans 

of the district. Mr and Mrs Ken and Rae Clarke, descendants of John Clarke, today also reflect with 

pride, claiming that "Clarke ... inspired ... his grandchildren ... to continue his work ethic and of 

particular note ... " were those who fought and lost their lives in war to ensure the future of the 

district (Clarke & Clarke, 2016). Conversely, member of the Yankalilla Historical Society, Mr Bob 

Fairchild believes that war did not contribute to the district as men were removed from farms and 

during that period, the local economy suffered due to a lower workforce (Salkeld, 2016). As the 

district was not involved in weapons manufacture he views war as a hindrance to the growth of 

district. Whilst in the short-term, war may have not been beneficial for the district, Yankalilla is 

clearly proud of its heroes who fought for a peaceful future as evidenced by the local War Memorial 

and Jetty Road Memorial Trees, planted by Mr R Clarke, a descendant of Clarke (Russo, 2015). 

Whilst Clarke's dreams were only partially realised in his lifetime, his legacy has greatly contributed 

to the district's growth and viability through the work of his descendants. 

Despite the achievements of Clarke and his descendants, there is controversy surrounding how 

significantly Clarke contributed to the growth of the Yankalilla District, as he remains unrecognised 

in wider South Australia. Books on South Australian history and its pioneers fail to recognise Clarke. 

Pastoral Pioneers of SA contains 300 biographies of this state's pioneers and colonists and is believed 

to be the 'most comprehensive collection of biographies ever produced in relation to the pastoral 

industry of any state' (Cockburn, 1974). Clarke however, does not make a single entry. As a direct 

descendant of Clarke, I was unaware of his actions and legacy until researching my family tree this 

year. Clarke made a significant contribution to the growth of the district and it is disappointing such 

pioneers are not well documented. Books such as Pastoral Pioneers of SA overlook the contributions 

of all the pioneers who worked for benefit of state. Rather, the author selected the pioneers whom 

he considered to have made the most outstanding contribution to the state. As Clarke was also 

raising a large family, he was unable to dedicate all of his time to realising his dream. Even then his 

vision for the growth of the district required a massive amount of work that could only be completed 

by a dedicated group of pioneers, descendants and others inspired by Clarke to continue his legacy. 

Whilst Clarke was able to make a significant contribution to the district, it is clear that to fulfil his 

desires, his work will need to be continued by future generations. 
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Outcome 

Through his leadership and legacy, John Clarke worked tirelessly to realise some of his dreams for 

the potential of the Yankalilla District. Perhaps because he worked for the betterment of others and 

did not seek self-promotion his contribution was minimised with time. His vision for the district was 

enormous, making it extremely difficult to realise all of his aspirations within his lifetime. 

Nevertheless, he contributed to the formation of a strong Catholic Community which is continuing to 

benefit the lives of residents and visitors. Additionally, he contributed to public life where he 

improved the local economy. Clarke bequeathed a lasting legacy and continues to be a positive role 

model for his descendants and the local community who continue to work towards realising his 

dreams. Although Clarke is not officially recognised as a South Australian Pioneer, it is clear that 

through his leadership and legacy, he has made a significant contribution to the growth of the 

Yankalilla district. Hopefully other researchers will uncover similar unsung stories of the many 

intrepid pioneers who emigrated to our fledging settlement to establish a new colony, which was so 

unfamiliar compared to the homeland they knew. Such stories need to be documented to bring a 

depth of understanding to our own State's history. 
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Chapter 2. 

JOHN CLARKE was the first known white resident at Wattle Flat. He arrived in the 
colony from Ireland on the Tam-o'-Shanlerin November, 1836, purchased a town acre in 
Adelaide, imported a horse and dray, which cost £35 ($70) each, from Tasmania, and 
came to Wattle Flat in 1838. 

He built a home, which he called "Wattle Hills", and returned to Adelaide in 1840 to 
meet and marry Catherine Taggart, who had ani.ved from Cork, Ireland. They returned 
to "Wattle Hills" and lived there for the rest of their lives. 

Seven sons and four daughters were born to them at "Wattle Hills". 
John, a well educated man, was the first Justice of the Peace in the district and also 

became a member of the District Council. Before Willunga had a Catholic Church the 
priest would ride from Morphctt Vale and Mass was held in John's home. On these 
occasions a hot midday dinner would be served. It is known that John christened 
several babes and that weddings were celebrated in the home. 

A story is told that one day while Mass was being held the young children 
disappeared. ·when dinner was ready not a child could be found. A frantic search was 
made and the children were found unconsciously drunk in John's cellar. 

It was a grand sight to see John, Catherine, the four daughters and the maids in the 
wagonette and the seven sons on horseback on their way to Mass at Normanville. One 
Parish Priest, Father O'DonneU, was often late for Mass and sometimes never arrived 
and on these occasions John would serve Mass. 

John owned 21 Sections of land in VVattle Flat and as each of his children married he 
gave them several Sections. He used to send to Ireland for his household linen, which 
was embossed with the Clarke crest. 

The seven sons were tall, handsome men, full of laughter and good humour. George, 
the fourth son, walking across to visit his brother Jim, who lived near "Wild Dog Gully", 
came upon a huge black snake. He picked up a stick and hit it on the head. When he 
arrived at his brother's home he said, ''I saw a big black snake on the sand track, this 
morning. I picked up a stick to kill it and when I saw the blood flow from its nosbils I 
thought of Good Friday and let it go." 

A son, George, married Ellen Walsh from Second Valley. They had no family, but 
cared for other children who needed homes. Matthew and his wife were accidentally 
burned to death in 1914 when their home caught alight at night. 

Son James married Ada Berry and eight sons and four daughters were born to them. 
Their eldest son James Junior and Hartley Newbold grew up together at Wattle Flat, 
went to the Boer VVar and fought at Ladysmith and Mafeking. After the wur they were 
chosen to represent Australia at the Coronation of King Edward VII in 1902, and were 
entertained at Buckingham Palace. 

Three of James and Ada's sons enlisted in World War I. Francis lost his life at 
Gallipoli at the age of 30 years and Arthur was killed at Lone Pine in France, aged 25 
years. Sydney, a lad of 17 years, unbeknown to his parents joined the 9th Light Horse 
Regiment. He was well on his way to the front before his parents were aware of his 
action. 

In 1902 James' wife Ada died suddenly and later James married Rose Mundy. 
Another four sons and four daughters were born making James the father of 20, with 
sons serving in the Boer War, World War I and World War II. 

Two sons from the second maniage and fifteen grandsons from the first marriage 
served in World War II, one great-grandson fought in Korea and two in the Vietnam 
War. 

Pi?neer John Clarke gave generously to St. Peters Church, Normanville. The plaque /J1ol- On /,. ( S 
on his grave reads:- \._ 1 

"He feel the hungry and clothed the poor". 3,,--ccvc., - hi.S 
241 ) 

Vhe..A/L-, OV\-a,/ , 



became home to great numbers of these Irish emigrants, South 
Australia received a relatively small proportion, and so the many 
who came to this region signifies a quite remarkable event. From 
those who found their way to our district, their legacy includes our 
parish community and the church building we still use today, largely 
unchanged from its original form. 

From the diocesan archives, the cemetery records, the existing 
histories and other sources, the following individuals or families have 
been recorded as being resident in the district at the beginnings of the 
church and arguably, can be regarded as our pioneers. 

Ahern Honn er Murphy 
Callaghan Hefferan O'Connor 
Carroll B.ickey O'Donoghue 
Clarke Kearney Pyne 
Cleary Kelly Quinn 
Comerford Kenny Sheehan 
Dahill Lawless Tomney 
Feehan 
Ferguson 

Leonard 
Meegher 

These Irish settlers brought ,vitl1 tl1em an abundance of the 
characteristics long attributed to tl1eir homeland; a capacity for hard 
work, doses of piety and humility, but in tum an enthusiasm for life and 
colour and no lack of rollicking good humour. The annual celebration 
of St Patrick's Day at Normanville was an occasion of great jubilation 
and involved the whole town. The location was an area just north 
of Ferguson's mill, located across the road from the church, where 
a marquee was erected for tl1e festivities. Sports events occupied the 
afternoon and a grand ball took place in the evening. 

In those early days, many parishioners would walk to mass from as 
far away as Second Valley and the Myponga Jetty area, some carrying 
young children with tl1em. Such was the dedication of those pioneers 
for the expression of their faith. 

It is not easy today to determine if this list of pioneers is complete 
or if others were here tl1en but who now have been overlooked or 
forgotten. Even with respect to the names preserved, there is little 

G 

C c~i--t '-0 I I' C C,{.·t...{AfU-," / z.s;r 

,- 2.b Cl'£< 

documented about tl1e lives and what legacies tl1ey left. A few, however, 
have left something of tl1eir tunes, tl1eir families or tl1eir lives. 

Cameos of a few of tl1e pioneers 
Clarke 
John Clarke emerges as a very significant beneficiary of tl1e early 
Normanville church as well as an important figure in the local 
community. He arrived in tl1e colony in 1836 from Rowalstown in 
Dublin, Ireland and ultimately settled at Wattle Flat. He married 
Catl1erine Taggart, also from tl1e Dublin area, in 1840, and tliey built 
ilieir home which still stands today, in an elevated position above tl1e 
main Soutl1 Road. Prior to tl1e building of tl1e church, tl1eir house 
often became tl1e site for mass, as well as for baptisms and marriages. 
Later, his three sons also provided tl1eir homes as places for religious 
celebrations, even after tl1e construction of the church. 

John was a successful farmer and grazier and became a very substantial 
landowner. He was also appointed one of tlie very early JPs in tlie area 
and was a member of tl1e District Council. His contribution to tlie 
builcling of tl1e church has been noted earlier and from his family 
records we are told tl1at he remained an involved member of tl1e 
church tliroughout his life. John Clarke died in 1890 and tl1e report 
of his funeral in The S011them Cross, makes interesti.tlg reading. It is 
appended to tliis document. 

Ahern 

The contribution of tlie Ahem family to tl1e church and to civic 
affairs was quite outstanding. The catliolic arcliives state tl1at the 
family (probably William and Mary) arrived from Lismore in County 
Cork in 1855. From tlie church cemetery records it appears that tl1ey 
had 9 children, the first of whom was Patrick, born in 1862 and who 
was possibly the only one to marry. Four of tl1e family died relatively 
young. John Francis, tl1e second son of William and Mary, born in 
1863, evenh1ally became clerk of ilie Yankalilla Council and held iliat 
position for a great many years. Two of his many sisters were (from 
archival notes) employed in tl1e Posts and Telegraphs Department. 
These may have been Honorah and Catl1erine, botl1 of whom lived 
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The below resume was written by James Clarke, son of John Clarke. The paper is fragile and 
faded. The writing in parts is unreadable ........... These dots represent the missing words and 
sometimes whOle sentences. 

John Clarke 

Father left Ireland July 1836, for all his belongings he was allowed twenty cubic feet of space 
(equal to 4 feet long, 2 feet wide and 2 feet six inches deep). Extra freight had to l:le i:iaid for. 
When he arrived at Holdfast Bay in December 1836, he had to carry his belongings through the 
water to the beach, then through the sand hills to the new settlement. At the settlement he and 
others from the ship had to organise their tents or, build reed huts - in fact they had to learn to 
suivive.There were no shops or farms, there were no sheep or cattle for meat. milk or butter, no 
bread, no vegetables, nothing was as they knew it. Everyone had to walk and with basic 
equipment he and his friends had to cut their way through the thick bush to get anywhere. They 
often suffered from heat exhaustion that first summer in 1836/37. 

When Governor Hindmarsh arrived, father attended the Proclamation Ceremony. They all 
enjoyed a meal of salted meat and ale from the ship. 

Kangaroos, fish and parrots became their main diet. He spoke of the fourty whales seen playing 
in the gulf not far from the shore and how they all enjoyed fishing after they made rods and nets 
to fiSh with. Fishing became a sport as well as a necessity. 

He had a great sense of humour, was a fun loving man and could laugh and joke about most 
things. 
He had a beautiful singing voice, we would all sing along with him and realiy enjoy ourselves. 
We had mouth organs, accordions, as well as the ............ My mother could ............ . 

My mother Catherine Taggart arrived from Ireland in1840 with her parents, brother John, sisters 
Margaret and Mary. She married my rather in September that year at the Holy Trinity Church, 
the first Church built in SA. · 

They came a long way from those early days to farm at Wattle Hills. Firstly father built a slab hut 
with a thatched roof, next he built a stone and slab shed, then they built their dream homestead. 

Father valued his tools which were very important for survival. His gun was also a valued 
possession. He only used it to kill kangaroos, emus or any animal or bird for food. No one knew 
when the next shipment of shot would anive. Money couldn't buy what was not available. 

Two shepherd boys came home with my father when he bought his first sheep. He already had 
the holding yards built which were used during the night . There was a little slab hut built at each 
end of the yards. Also places where fires were lit each night to keep the wild dogs away. 

Dad had already worked out a way to catch these animals. He invented a trap, using meat as a 
bait. He hung it in a little slab hut built in the comer of a yard. When the wild dogs came in and 
took hold of the meat, the trap door would Close behind them. He caught many dogs this way. 

The Government in 1837 put out a reward for catching and killing wild dogs. Seven shillings for 
every female, five shillings for the males and two shillings for every pup taken to the colonial 
secretary's office. I do not know for haw long this lasted. The dogs eventually all died out from 
distemper. 

The little well kept cemetary with a railing fence around it, had beautiful carving on the crosses in 
the form of an angel with flowers. They always had fresh fem or wild flowers on the graves. 
My father gave the price of the land for a Catholic Church lo be built at Normanville. Mass was 
held in our home until. .......... . 

We loved to ride our hOrses ta the beach where we fished from the rocks and when lhe tide went 
out we could reach down and pick the cray fish off the rocks. We had some wonderful days with 



• 

I have a great love for the birds. I've studied them well. l knew their breeding habits, nests and 
can identify any of their eggs. The yellow tailed black coskaloos always fiy in pairs and the native 
hen seems to breed in the hundreds. There's the wedge taileo eagles, the sea eagles, the 
whistling eagle hawk. chicken hawk, spotted swamp hawk and crows. There's various ducks, 
spoonbills, ibis, then there·s the night birds. The Mopoke owl, that makes a mopoke sound, the 
barking owl that barkS and sometimes screams and like the parrots they build their nest in a 
liollow in a tree. TM nerons make a loud croak at night, the curlews all gather together at niQht 
to make a hideous wailing sound. I saw the Cheeky little whis'Jing Golden Ring bird, with rt's 
yellow collar and breast feathers, mesmerised by a snake, then eaten. There's the pretty little 
kingfishers that ny along the creeks. There·s the larks, reed warblers, spotted thrush, magpies, 
honey eaters. red robins, tom-tits, blue wrens, wattle birds, willy wagtails and the list goes 
on ...................... We aiways wake up to me laughter of kookaburras. 

One of our neighbours had whiskers growing down to his knees. We often wondered what birds 
built their nests in his beard. It fascinated us to see his wife smoking a clay pipe. · 

The spotted cat is not one of my favoY1it€i animals. They killed the bandicaots, kangaroo rats and 
they used to get under the wings of the geese and suck the blood out and kill them .............. . 

The Aborigines roamed from one place to another, we would hear that they were at Inman 
Valley, next Yankalilla, then to our place. My father and a mend told how during the earty days 
they saw the local Aborigines carrying their dead and wounded after they had a war with an up 
Murray tribe. They didn't know what the battle was aoout out to !fiem it was a dreadful massacre. 
Apparently they killed each other with spears and waddys. Their injuries were horrific and some 
of the wounded died later from infections. That war reEl1a1Ged the number of black people in the 
tribe, not that there were that many to start with. 

An event that my parents witnessed was when some men had a tribal fight near our place. They 
actually threw spears at each other. A spear entered one man's throat and he died instantly. The 
Aborigines later built a structure using forked wattle sticks ar.d rushes they laid the dead man on 
this then the Aborigine wailing echoed around the hills. After Uiis ceremony they all disappeared. 
We never went near that place - ever. 

In all the years that our family have lived in the district there was only one incident with the 
Abocignes and that happened during the early days when my brother Torn was a baby. The elder 
of the tribe kidnapped him from his pram and he wouldn't return him unlll father gave liim 
blankets and food. While this was going on mother clung to my brother John in case he took him. 
After dad gave him wnat ne wantt!i:I t1e handed Tom back.The old man tried this trick with 
someone else. They didn't appreciate tt and father rescued him. They became goods friends 
after that, we always fed and clothed them whenever they wandered our way. The old man and 
his tribe knew that they had a good friend in father and all our family. 

Bulloci-s pulled our wagons filled with goods. They plodded along for miles, it took hours lo get 
anywhere. Horses were our greatest help. 

The first coach ride I ever ventured on took ten times longer than I could have ridden my horse 
to our destination. After weeks of heavy rain and noods the weather cleared and the creekS were 
supposed to be passable, but the rain fell down and by the time we'd travelled through mud and 
Slush, then up the steep Clarke·s Hill, down the other side to lt\e 1166dea creek, we had to push 
the coach and horses through this, then through the mud and slush again. We had to get out and 
push once more when the coach and horses became bogge(!, By the time we reached the 
Myponga Hotel we were wet through and covered in mud and muck. When ....•......•..................••• 

We. used to out hay with .................. ., ...... and then tie it up with a piece of hay made into twine. 

Ada and I lived at Haney Suckle Flat where Ul,Jim, Tom and Min were born. we ...........•........• 

We hope that your book will be a success. We will all look forward to reading the ............ . 

The other pages are now fragments of paper and the writing undecipherable 

C ( c,vi<e 
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John Clarke 
Born: Abt. 1812; Died: 28th November] 890 ( Aged 78yrs) 

Married: 1840 

Catherine Taggart 
Born: Abt. 1821; Died:131h Atay, 1893 ( Aged 73yrs) 

1. John Clarke 
2. Thomas Lawrence Clarke 
3. Catherine Clarke 
4. Mary Jane Clarke 
5. Matthew Michael Clarke 
6. Emma Clarke 
7. George Clarke 

Children 
8. James Andrew Clarke 
9. Charles Clarke 
10. Peter Clarke 
1 1. Susan Ann Clarke 
12. Elizabeth Clarke 
13. Margaret Alice Clarke 

John Clarke arrived in South Australia from Ireland aboard the Tam O 'Shanter, a 
three masted barque, under the cmmnand of Captain Whiteman Freeman. The Tam 
0 'Shanter departed London on 20th July 1836, loaded with timber for Goverrunent 
House, iron bedsteads, building materials, provisions and huts for the emigrants. 
Passengers consisted of 57 adults and 17 children. After a voyage of 123 days the 
vessel arrived, via Kangaroo Island, in Holdfast Bay (Glenelg) on the 16th December, 
1836. She discharged her main cargo and then proceeded to try to enter the port but 
got stuck on a sand spit where she remained for three days. When the ship struck the 
sand bar many things were washed overboard, including building materials. The wood 
was collected later as it washed ashore. Much of the cargo in the hold was also spoilt 
due to flooding. The Tam O 'Shanter was the 8th ship to arrive in South Australia and 
the first ship, along with the Rapid, to enter the tidal inlet of the Port River on 22

nd 

December 1836. The two boats were preceded by Colonel Light in a small boat. 

James Clarke, 8th child of John Clarke, recorded the following of these early days: 
'He had to carry his belongings through the water to the beach, then through the sand 
hills to the new settlement. At the settlement he and others from the ship had to 
organise their tents or build reed huts - in fact they had to learn to survive. There 
were no shops or farms, tl1ere was nothing as they !mew it. Everyone had to walk and 
with basic equipment he and his friends had to cut their way through the thick bush to 
get anywhere. They often suffered from heat exhaustion the first summer in 1836/37. 
Kangaroos, fish and parrots became their main diet. He spoke of the forty whales 
seen playing in the gulf not far from the shore and how they all enjoyed fishing after 
fuey made rods and nets to fish with. Fishing became a sport as well as a necessity.' 

John Clarke was among the 200 colonists assembled to hear Captain John Hindmarsh 
aIL11ounce the commencement of govermnent in South Australia on 28

th 
December, 

1836. 'They all enjoyed a meal of salted meat and ale from fue ship.' 

Being the only member of the Clarke family to arrive in South Australia and with no 
details other than his name on the passenger list of the Tam O 'Shanter, no definite 
information on his life in Ireland previous to this time has been located._ 



On 7'h July, 1840 Cathe1ine Taggart, accompanied by her family, arrived in South 
Australia aboard the William Nichol. They had sailed from Dublin, a voyage of 96 
days. The Taggarts' had registered as Emigrant Labourers under the 'Free Passage to 
South Australia' scheme. Records under this scheme list the family as Michael, aged 
38, labourer; his wife, aged 37 (Catherine nee Fagan), and a young child (Margaret). 
The other members of the family were Mary, aged 19, farm servant; Catherine, aged 
18, farm servant and John, aged 17, labourer. The address in Ireland for the family 
was recorded as Yellow Walls. 

John Clarke and Catherine Taggart were married in the Holy Trinity Church, 
Adelaide, (built 1838) on 7tli September, 1840. Catherine signed with an X. 
John records his last address as late of the Parish ofRowlaston, County Dublin, 
Ireland and Catherine' s is recorded as late of the Parish of Swords, County Dublin. 

It is believed that by 1838 John Clarke had 'squatted' on la11d at Boords Flat, later 
known as Wattle Flat, situated between Yankalilla and Myponga. During that year 
Governor Hindmarsh, whom he had known in Adelaide, called in on his way to 'Glen # 
Lindsay' and Encounter Bay before he left the colony in July 1838. It was on his way 
to visit John Clarke that Governor Hindmarsh named 'Lovely Valley'. John 
purchased a horse and dray from Tasmania which he had shipped over in 183 8 at a 
cost of35 pound each. 

Land surveyed by the 17tl1 May, 1838 included 5,400 acres in the vicinity of 
Y aiilcalilla. Due to wrangles and delays it was to be some years before the purchase 
of many sections in the district were finally settled. John Clarke's home block, 
Section 495, was purchased for one pound per acre in 1848. He used to send to 
Ireland for his household linen, which was embossed with the Clarke crest. John 
Clarke's reputation for being a fair man is reflected in his will. Not only had he 
helped each child as they married but also included his wife and all living children as 
well as the grandchildren of his deceased daughter in this document. All received a 
share of the land and other assets which he had accumulated over the years. }I.is land 
consisted of 25 rural sections in the District Council of Myponga, four allotments at 
Myponga (including one rural) as well as land in the Northern Territory. No doubt 
unusual for the time his will also stated: 'I direct that the share of all females of or 
under this my will shall be for their sole and separate use free from the control of any 
husband whom they may marry'. 

Of those early years James Clarke's memories of his parents state: 'They came a long 
way from those early days to farm at 'Wattle Hills'. Firstly father built a slab hut with 
a thatched roof, next he built a stone and slab shed, then they built their dream 
homestead. Father valued his tools which were very important for survival. His gun 
was also a valued possession. He orily used it to kill kangaroos, emus or any animal 
or bird for food. No one knew when the next shipment of shot would arrive. Money 
couldn't buy what was not available. 

Two shepherd boys came home with my father when he bought his first sheep. He 
already had the holding yards also places where fires were lit each night to keep the 
wild dogs away. Dad had already worked out a way to catch these animals. He 
invented a trap, using meat as a bait. He hung it in a little slab hut built in the corner 
of a yard. When the wild dogs came in and took hold of the meat, the trap door would 



close behind them. He canght many dogs this way. The Government in 1837 put out 
a reward for catching and killing wild dogs. Seven shillings for every female, five 
shillings for the males and two shillings for every pup taken to the colonial secretary's 
office. I do not !mow how long this lasted. The dogs eventually all died out from 
distemper. 

In all the years that our family have lived in the district there was only one incident 
with the Aborigines and that happened during the early years when my brother Tom 
was a baby. The elder of the tribe kidnapped him from his pram and he wouldn't 
return him lmtil father gave him blankets and food. While this was going on mother 
clnng to my brother John in case he took him. After dad gave him what he wanted he 
handed Tom back The old man tried this trick with someone else. They didn't 
appreciate it and father rescued him. They became good friends after that, we always 
fed and clothed them whenever they wandered our way. The old man and his tribe 
]mew that they had a good friend in father and all our family.' 

The Myponga District Council was formed in 1856 with John Clarke selected as a 
member. It is also said that he was the first Justice of the Peace in the district. 

The fimeral of John Clarke was used to further the case for a new Catholic Church to 
be built in Yankalilla, as per the following article from 'The Southern Cross' 
newspaper, dated 19th December, 1890: 

YANKALILLA- Our correspondent; writing on December 8, says:-"On November 
28 one of our oldest Catholic residents, John Clarke, died. The fimeral was one of the 
largest ever held in the district. Punctually at 2 p.m. the funeral arrived at the very 
inconveniently situated church three miles outside the township. Part of the burial 
service having been read in the church, the coffin was borne to the family vault. It 
speaks well for the faith of the Catholic people that so many feeble old people walk 
such a distance regularly to Mass. No person is convenienced by the present church, 
so it is to be hoped that a church will soon be started in the township. Were this done, 
and accommodation provided for the visiting priest instead of being compelled to stop 
in the hotel, we might reasonably expect that we would get Mass oftener than once a 
month on Sundays." 

John Clarke and Catherine Clarke (nee Taggart) are both buried in the cemetery of the 
little Roman Catholic Church of St Peters, Norrnanville, South Australia which had 
been built by the early Irish settlers of Y ankalilla. John Clarke gave stone and other 
materials for its construction and lent his bullock wagon for the cartage. Their 
headstone inscription ends with- ~ ~ V"---1 • .,._.z 

THEY FED THE HUNGRY AND CLOTHED THE POOR ,'!..A.) e<-0, ~~,,,11 ~ 
RIP #__~ r- Cl/V'-0'1 C-1,c.'0-}(.,..e, 

fVV'--' IC,'ifOf) ~ 

References: Articles collected by Hazel Clarke (great grand-daughter of John Clarke. '1 e~ ,,,vv, 
'To Find the Way' - Yankalilla and District 1836-1986 (R.F. Williams).,(_ ocouv,vv, ,,,,;, 

Collated by: Rae Clarke, Box 163, Port Lincoln SA 5606 Phone: 08 86822357 or t'Yl c,,,u-vv;i,c,.,..,,d. 
0428822359 0 U 
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HARCOURTS BROCK WILLIAMS ADVERTISEMENT FOR 2012 SALE OF "WATTLE 
HILLS" 

A magnificently restored, refurbished and renovated farm house and cottage 

An award winning Pool House overlooking a stunning black granite pool with infinite 
rural views 

A renowned Arabian horse stud with stables, tack room, 11 paddocks and historic barn. 

Either of these 3 options would raise the stimulation levels alone, but when all unite as 
'Brentwood Park', they become an exceptional property worthy of your close 
consideration. 
'Brentwood Park' formerly 'Wattle Hills' is one of the Fleurieu Peninsulas most significant 
historic homesteads. Located at Wattle Flat, its an easy commute along the southern 
express way via the southern wine growing region and between the country townships of 
Yankallila and Myponga. 
There are 3 distinct "homes" within this property. The original two storey cottage was 
established in 1843 as the first home for the Clarke family immigrating from Ireland. As 
the Clarke family expanded the homestead was created with room for the clan of 11 
children and a plethora of stories, adventures and warm memories. After recent full 
restoration of the cottage and homestead the current owner established a romantic, 
guest room/ pool house to further add to this unique offering. 
Finally; the fences, stables and stud operating facilities were created and this magnetic 
property was complete. 
Words and pictures fail to describe the fixtures , features and ambience of Brentwood 
Park, so let's leave that for your on-site inspection. Take a drive of discovery to this 
enchanting lifestyle property on 25 acres and all it's glory. 

'Brentwood Park' - Circa 1843 - Renovated 2006 to 2010 
- 1 O Main Rooms. Constructed from Stone and Render. 
- Original ceilings, Jarrah floors, open fireplaces, leadlight windows. 
- French Provincial kitchen with walk though store room, European commercial grade 
gas oven and cook top, Miele dishwasher, black granite benchtops. 
- 4 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms (Master suite with walk in robes and ensuite). 
- Formal lounge, dining and family rooms. 

'WATTLE HILL COTTAGE' - CIRCA 1836 
- Original stone building over two levels. 
- Kitchen, living room, gas heating and open fireplace. 
- Bedroom with ensuite, ceiling fans. 

OUTBUILDINGS 
The old stone dairy. 
Original stone shearing shed, storing up to 1000 bales of hay. 
Foaling stable with direct access to foaling paddock. 
12m x 30m implement shed. 
Tool shed. 
All outbuildings have power, lights and concrete floors. 



POOL HOUSE/RETREAT/CABANA 
- 7.6 x 5.2 Open plan living and accommodation, timber ceilings and floors, R/C Air 
Cond. 
- Alfresco entertaining area overlooking stunning black granite in ground salt water pool. 
- Observation deck with night lights. 

THE LAND 
Approximately 25 acres divided into 9 paddocks and 2 smaller holding yards. 
Lined colour bond horse shelters and watering troughs to each paddock. 
Post and rail fencing, 4 strand sita-wire, 2 x electric fencing, units. 
4 metre breezeways. 
Running up to 15 horses at a time. 
2009 - Limed, fertilized and re seeded with hill horse mix. 
2009 - Producing 1200 bales of hay. Excellent weed control principles applied. 

WATER SUPPLY 
Mains water to all paddocks, domestic buildings and grounds. 
50,000 litres of rainwater for gardens. 
Bio Cycle system to grounds. 

POWER SUPPLY 
Mains power and lighting to all buildings other than horse shelters. 
Shearing shed with separate power metre. 
Automatic entrance gates with lighting. 
Ground lighting by solar power. 
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South Australian Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1858 - 1889), Monday 12 July 1869, page 3 

National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article31991019 



Es from Victoria Arrived in Adelaide 5th 

J olm Clarke to Catherine Clarke - 5 ozs 15 dwt. 

Thon1as Clarke to T. Clarke .. 13 9 ozs 
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1856: South Australian Register 31 October 1856 
MYPONGA 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 28. 
The first District Council of Myponga was held on Tuesday, the 28th October. Present at the meeting- Messrs. 
Archibald Greenshields, John Clark, C. T. Hewett. and John Tapley. 
Resolved, that C T. Hewett be Chairman. Mr. Hewett was called to the chair. Resolved, that the Chairman do procure 
the necessary stationery. Resolved, that the Chairman do apply to the Government for the Acts necessary for the 
Council; also, for a sum as given to other districts to proceed to business with. Resolved, that the meetings of this 
Council be on the second and last Monday in each month, at I pm. 
Resolved, that the Clerk do write to the District Council of Yankalilla, requesting them to furnish the District Council 
of Myponga with the names of persons in this district who have taken depasturing, timber, or slaughtering licenses, 
and what amount has been received for each for the present year. Resolved, that the Clerk write to inform His 
Excellency the Governor and the Central Board of Main Roads of the election of Mr. C. T. Hewett as Chairman of this 
Council for this year. Resolved, that Mr. Tilly be Clerk, as per agreement, till the 1st of March 1857, and that he be 
gazetted to that office. Resolved, that the Clerk-write to the Observer and Dispatch newspapers the minutes of this 
meeting; also, to give the regular notice of the public meeting to be held in November. Resolved, that the Council do 
bank with the Union Bank in Adelaide. Resolved, that the Chairman enquire the price of a map of the district. 
Resolved, that the Chairman attend the next meeting of the Board of Main Roads. Adjourned till Monday, the 11th 
of November. 

1874: Residents of Myponga: As per S.A. Almanac - District of Myponga. 

1876: 

Budd, William Alfred 
Cameron, Alexander, pound-keeper 
Clarke, George. Clarke, James. 
Doke, Joseph - school teacher 
Foggo, George 
Forrest, Helen Forrest, James 
Hewett, E.E 
Hunt, John 
Jeffries, Richard 
McCarthy, Michael 

Hunt, James 

McGuinness, Thomas - station man 
Palmer, Robert 
Pavy, Richard 
Rogers, Oliver 
Spencer, James - farmer 
Strudewicke, Alfred 
Vanstone, John Vanstone, Philip 

? 

Cameron, John - storekeeper 
Clarke, John Clarke, John jnr. 
Everard, William - Hillsley 
Forbes, Charles - store & post office 
Harrison, James - clerk D.C. 
Hoskins, Charles - blacksmith 
Hunt, Matthew 
Johnston, John 
McCormack, James - shoemaker 
Oldfield, Henry Oldfield, John 
Patil, George Paul, F Paul, Matthew 
Polden, Robert 
Rowley, Maria 
Stacey, George 
Symonds, Henry 
Wakeley, John - bailiff 

District Council of Myponga: Robert Palmer {chairman) Councillors - John Clarke, Robert Polden, 
James Forrest, Matthew McGuinness Auditors - F.G.H Boys & J. Doke Clerk - James Harrison 
Royal Mail Coaches: John Hill & Co. 
Adelaide to Normanville - once daily, leaves 2.45 pm. Normanville to Adelaide - leaves at 3.30 a.m. 

Residents of Myponga: 
Budd, William Alfred 
Clarke, Charles. Clarke, George. Clarke, James. 
Doke, Joseph - school teacher 
Foggo, George 
Forrest, Helen 
Hunt, John snr 
Johnston, John 

Forrest, Thomas jnr 
Hunt, Matthew 

McCormack, James - shoemaker 
Oldfield, Henry Oldfield, John 
Paul, Elizabeth Paul, Matthew 
Sampson, Alexander 

Cameron, Alexander, pound keeper 
Clarke, John jnr. Clarke, Thomas. 
Everard, William - Hillsley 
Forbes, Charles - store & post office 
Harrison, James - Mt Terrible 
Jeffries, Richard 
McCarthy, Michael 
McGuinness, Thomas - station man 
Palmer, Robert 
Rowley, Maria 
Spencer, James - farmer 



Stacey, George Stacey, Thomas · Myp Jetty 
Symonds, Henry 
Vanstone, Simon 
Whitelaw, Robert• Myp Jetty 

Struclewicke, Alfred 
Vanstone, John Vanstone, Philip 
Wakeley, John· bailiff 

District Council of Myponga: Oliver Rogers· Lovely Valley (chairman) Councillors· Matthew Hunt, John Clarke, 
Robert Polclen, F. Stacey Auditors· C.W. Hoskin & J Tyson Clerk· Charles Forbes 

Royal Mail Coaches: John Hill & Co. 
Adelaide to Normanville • once daily Normanville to Adelaide - leaves at 3.00 a.m. 


