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SA Heritage Register 
Nomination form 

To help your nomination be successful, please fill out this form with as much information as possible.   

Feel free to expand the answer fields as much as you require or append information to the form.  

It is important that you attach images and a map of what you are nominating by email or by fax.  

Please note that places which have been nominated during past three years will not be reconsidered by the South 

Australian Heritage Council unless you can provide significant new information not provided through the previous 

nomination and assessment. 

For assistance with this form you may contact:  

Your local historical society or heritage adviser may be of assistance OR you may telephone an assessment officer in 

Heritage South Australia on (08) 8124 4960. 

 

A. Nominated Place 
 

1. Name 

Name of Place: Underground Water Tank and Water Conservation Reserve 

Any other or former name(s): old water tank, government water tank  

Is the place already on another 

heritage list? 

No 

 

2. Location 

Street Address: Old Water Tank Road  

 Suburb / Town: Coober Pedy                                 Post Code: 5723 

Local Council Name: District Council of Coober Pedy 

Land Description: 

(if  known) 

Title:  

      ; 

Volume: 

      

Folio:  

      

Parcel Type: 

      

Parcel No:  

      

 Plan Type: 

       

Plan No: 

      

Section: 

      

Hundred:  

      

GPS Location/s: 

(If known)  

Longitude / Easting / X 

      

Latitude / Northing / Y (Datum =       ) 

      

 

3. Ownership 

Name of Owner(s): 

 

District Council of Coober Pedy 

Contact person: 

(if different from owner explain relationship) 

      

      

Postal Address: Street Address: Hutchison St 

Suburb / Town: Coober Pedy    Post Code: 5723 

Phone Number: 86724600 

Ownership History: 

 

      

 

4. Nominator (your details) 

Your Name/s:  

Organisation/Position:  

Daytime Phone:  

Fax:   

Postal Address:  

 

Email Address:  
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B. Description 
 

5. Description of nominated place 

Description of the nominated place and its 

current condition: 

 

The nominated place is a 500,000 - gallon concrete water tank 

in good condition, currently used for water storage. 

Are you aware of any modifications or additions 

to the place?   

Can you provide dates for these changes? 

No 

Do you believe there may be historical items 

under the ground?   

Should an archaeological investigation  

be considered? 

No 

Date you inspected the place: I have not inspected the place.  It is surrounded by a fence and 

locked gate.  I took a photo of it on 25-8-19. 

Have you had any contact with the Owner? Yes, the secretary and I (treasurer) of the Coober Pedy 

Historical Society discussed the heritage value of the tank and 

the water reserve with the acting CEO of the District Council of 

Coober Pedy on 23-8-19.  We agreed to nominate the tank and 

the water reserve for the State Heritage Register.  A draft copy 

of the completed nomination form was sent to him. 

Current use of the place: Backup water storage 

Original or former use(s): Water collection and storage 

Are there any current or long term threats 

to the nominated place? 

 

No 

Name of Builder: 40 volunteer opal miners, 20 each fortnight, built the tank 

 

Any other information: 

 

Construction of this tank began in June 1921 and was finished 

in June 1922.  In 1926 enough rain fell to fill the 500,000 - 

gallon tank 

  

 

C. History 
 

6. Origins and history 

Years of Construction: Start: 1921 Finish: 1922 

Name of Designer / Architect: None 

 

History of the nominated place: ‘Stuarts Range Opal Field Water and a Warning,’ article in the 
Register 3/5/1919 carries a warning from Director of Mines, LK 
Ward, to prospectors of the need to bring their own supplies and 
water.  
 
A petition for a water reserve was presented to the Minister of 
Mines on 20/7/20 
 
The 120-acre Reserve for Water Conservation Purposes was 
gazetted on 18/4/1922 to protect the catchment. 
 
In 1960 volunteers from the community cleaned the tank. (See 
photo 1960 0094) 
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See the attached articles (PDF Page 6 June 5 2014 and PW 
0003) for more complete histories of the tank and the water 
conservation reserve. 

Historical sources used to support  

your nomination: 

Please attach copies of pages from publications or 

newspaper articles as appropriate. 

PW 0003 Watertank Reserve, Kath Crilly, Coober Pedy Times 
21/3/90  
 
HS 00071 Old Water Tank Road, S Britt, Coober Pedy Regional 
Times 6/6/14 
 
MA 00010 1959 Map, Bailey, showing Water Conservation 
Reserve 
 
HS 00034 O’Neill Court, S Britt, Coober Pedy Regional Times 
25/10/12   
  
LK Ward Biography. Bernard O’Neil, Australian Dictionary of 
Biography, Vol 16 (MUP) 2002 
 
HS 00031 Ward St, S Britt, Coober Pedy Regional Times 
30/8/12 
 
PDF Register 3/5/1919 
 
OB 00003 Core drilled from original cement floor of old water 
tank showing evidence of damage done in transit by camel train 
from William Creek.  It appears moisture got into some bags 
and they had to break it up and use it as aggregate. 
 
Photos: 
1950 0132 Man using hand pump to pump water into a tank in 
the back of a utility 
1960 0094 Community volunteers cleaning the tank 
1960 0398 Queue for water ration 
1956 0112 Tank in 1956 
2007 0011 EWS Water Conservation Reserve sign 
2019 Current picture of Water Tank & reserve 
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D. Heritage Significance 
 

7. Statement of State Significance - Why is the place important to South Australia?   

The Old Water Tank and Water Conservation Reserve are of State heritage significance because of the crucial role 

water played in the existence of Coober Pedy and the development of opal mining. It demonstrates the importance the 

State Government at the time placed on opening the north.  The construction of the tank was also an early illustration of 

multiculturalism, a testament to the cooperation of men from different countries with diverse skills to overcome isolation 

to build a utility that is still serving the community after 97 years.  

 

 

8. Significance Criteria 

 

The South Australian Heritage Places Act 1993 lists seven criteria by which places are assessed as ‘State significant.’  

Please tick the criteria you feel the place demonstrates and explain your reasons. 

 

 It demonstrates important 

aspects of the evolution or 

pattern of the State's history. 

The opening of the far north was an early priority of the South Australian 

government as was the development of mineral resources.  This place 

illustrates the crucial role water played in the evolution of the State’s 

history.  

 It has rare, uncommon or 

endangered qualities that are of 

cultural significance. 

      

 It may yield information that will 

contribute to an understanding of 

the State's history, including its 

natural history. 

The importance of water, particularly in the north of the state, is illustrated 

by the challenges overcome to build this huge concrete tank. 

 It is an outstanding 

representative of a particular 

class of places of cultural 

significance. 

      

 It demonstrates a high degree of 

creative, aesthetic or technical 

accomplishment or is an 

outstanding representative of 

particular construction 

techniques or design 

characteristics. 

Given the isolation of Coober Pedy and its lack of water, the building of this 

tank demonstrated a high degree of technical adaptation to the conditions. 

 It has strong cultural or spiritual 

associations for the community 

or a group 

within it. 
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 It has a special association with 

the life or work of a person or 

organisation or an event of 

historical importance. 

Director of Mines, LK Ward, was instrumental in the survival of the Coober 

Pedy opal fields.  The construction of the tank was an example of the many 

ways he supported the mining community. 

 

E. Additional Information 
 

9. Images/Maps/Diagrams/Site Plans 

A full range of images including maps, site plans, and photographs will help your nomination.  

Please provide: 

 a clear outline of the place being nominated within any maps or plans provided 

 high quality images of the place (please list the total number of images being provided) 

 the subject of each image 

 the date each image was created 

 the author of each image, and  

 the copyright holder of each image (if known) 

 

Paste images here: 

A zip folder is appended: 

. 

PW 0003 Watertank Reserve, Kath Crilly, Coober Pedy Times 21/3/90  
 
HS 00071 Old Water Tank Road, S Britt, Coober Pedy Regional Times 6/6/14 
 
MA 00010 1959 
 
HS 00034 O’Neill Court, S Britt, Coober Pedy Regional Times 25/10/12   
  
LK Ward Biography. Bernard O’Neil, Australian Dictionary of Biography, Vol 16 (MUP) 2002 
 
HS 00031 Ward St, S Britt, Coober Pedy Regional Times 30/8/12 
 
PDF Register 3/5/1919 
 
OB 00003 Core drilled from original cement floor of old water tank showing evidence of damage done in transit by 
camel train from William Creek.  It appears moisture got into some bags and they had to break it up and use it as 
aggregate. 
 
Photos: 
1950 0132 Man using hand pump to pump water into a tank in the back of a utility 
1960 0094 Community volunteers cleaning the tank 
1960 0398 Queue for water ration 
1956 0112 Tank in 1956 
2007 0011 EWS Water Conservation Reserve sign 
2019 Current picture of Water Tank & reserve 
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The South Australian Heritage Council is committed to transparency in relation to the listing process and wishes to 

enhance public confidence in the nomination, listing and decision-making process.  The Council’s policy is to make 

nominations for State heritage listing and submissions on provisional entries publicly available via webpage or to interested 

parties.  The Council will adhere to the Privacy Principles and your name and personal details will not be released.  

 

I/we 

to be heritage listed.   

 

The information I/we have provided is correct to my/our knowledge. 

 

Your Signature/s:                                                                           Date:  

 

 

A heritage officer may contact you to discuss aspects of the nomination. 

 

 

Nomination Form Checklist 

Please check that your nomination includes: 

A clear indication of the location of the place (including map/s). Where a number of features are nominated, show the 

location of each and/or a boundary surrounding the significant elements of the site. 

A history of the place explaining important aspects relevant to the nomination.  

This should generally help support arguments of cultural significance. 

A clear description of the nominated place. 

A statement of significance and indication on how the place satisfies one or more  

of the significance criteria. 

A heritage officer may contact you to discuss aspects of the nomination. 

 

Email: DEWHeritage@sa.gov.au 

Post: Executive Officer, South Australian Heritage Council 

Department for Environment and Water 

GPO Box 1047, Adelaide 5001  

 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:DEWHeritage@sa.gov.au
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