












































































































Contributory Item Review - Heritage Survey (2019) Recommendation: Local Heritage Place 

NAME: Dwelling, ‘Aviemore’ PLACE NO: DPLG ID: 8658 

LOCATION: 158 Stephen Terrace, Gilberton 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA: Town of Walkerville 
LAND DESCRIPTION: Section 475, Hundred of Yatala 

CT 5673/727 

OWNER: 

REGISTER STATUS: Contributory Item 
HERITAGE BRANCH FILE NO.: NA 

PHOTOGRAPH: 

‘Aviemore’, 158 Stephen Terrace, Gilberton
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Contributory Item Review - Heritage Survey (2019) Recommendation: Local Heritage Place 

NAME: Aviemore PLACE NO: DPLG ID: 8658 

DESCRIPTION: 

C.1900-01 Federation residence with extensive c.1925-6 ‘Arts & Crafts’ additions
constructed of rough-cast rendered masonry with smooth rendered quoins, surrounds and
reveals and bluestone plinth. Hipped and gabled roof with early corrugated galvanised iron
sheeting with painted brick chimneys. Combination of masonry and timber ‘Arts & Crafts’
gables with timber bargeboard and half-timber infill with ‘pebbledash’ render infill. Roofline
extends to verandah with painted timber posts, friezes and handrails with replacement cast
aluminium balustrading. Several windows to Stephen Terrace elevation have been modified
or replaced.

STATEMENT OF HERITAGE VALUE: 

The c1900-1901 Federation dwelling with c.1925-6 ‘Arts & Crafts’ style additions at 158 
Stephen Terrace, Gilberton, is representative of the residential consolidation of the area 
known as Gilberton North which followed the early settlement. It is associated with the 
‘gentrification’ of the northern part of Gilberton as a desirable and popular location for grand 
houses built for Adelaide city-based trade, finance, government, professional and political 
families from the late 1870s to the early 1900s.  

The dwelling is of added significance for its association with Sir Ross and Sir Keith Smith 
and their parents. The ‘Arts & Crafts’ style additions likely commissioned by Jessie Smith, 
are of architectural merit. 

RELEVANT CRITERIA (Under Section 23(4) of the Development Act 1993): 

(a) It displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to the
local area, (land and settlement), as a surviving dwelling of relatively high
integrity built during the period of the ‘gentrification’ of North Gilberton as a
desirable and popular location for grand houses built for Adelaide city-based
trade, finance, government, professional and political families from the late
1870s to the early 1900s.
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Contributory Item Review - Heritage Survey (2019) Recommendation: Local Heritage Place 

NAME: Aviemore PLACE NO: DPLG ID: 8658 

BRIEF HISTORICAL BACKGROUND: 

‘Aviemore’, 158 Stephen Terrace, Gilberton was built in 1900-01 for Harriet Wimble, a 
divorcee. Wimble acquired allotment 46 of Section 475 of Gilberton in January 1899.1 The 
Town of Walkerville rate assessment records describe a ‘residence in course of construction’ 
by 1900; an eight roomed residence assessed at £60 per annum was completed by 1901.2 
Wimble sold the residence to Florence Hicks in February 1903, who subsequently sold the 
house to Florence Martha Goyder, wife of George Arthur Goyder, assayer in May 1905.3 By 
1906 ‘Aviemore’ was valued at £1400 with an annual rate of £70. By 1911 the house was 
sold to Andrew Smith, station manager who resided at the property until his death in 1925;  

‘Aviemore’ then valued at £1900.4 Smith’s wife Jessie inherited the property and likely 
undertook the extensive ‘Arts & Craft’ additions to ‘Aviemore’ between 1925-6, as valuation 
of the property greatly increased to £2500 by 1926 with an annual assessment rate of £125.5 
Jessie Smith resided at the property until her death in 1941.6 Subsequent owners of 
‘Aviemore’ include the Reid family (1948- ).7  

Despite the long occupancy of the Reid family from the mid-20th century, the most significant 
owners of ‘Aviemore’, 158 Stephen Terrace, Gilberton are the Smith family, Andrew & Jessie 
Smith being the parents of Sir Ross Macpherson Smith and Sir Keith Macpherson Smith; 
significant figures in aviation history having completed the first flight from England to 
Australia in 1919.8 The Smith brothers, along with Sergeant James Mallett Bennett and 
Sergeant Wally Shiers, flew from Hounslow Heath Aerodrome, England on 12th November 
1919, flying their Vickers Vimy aircraft to Darwin, Northern Territory by 10th December; a 
journey of less than 28 days with 135 hours of flight time.9 The Smith brothers and their co-
pilots shared a £10,000 prize money sponsored by the Australian Government, receiving 
knighthoods for their achievement. An ‘ace’ pilot and distinguished war veteran of the First 
World War, Sir Ross Macpherson Smith was pilot of T. E. Lawrence (known as ‘Lawrence of 
Arabia’), fighting in several combat missions in the Middle East. Sir Ross Smith is mentioned 
several times in T. E. Laurence’s book Seven Pillars of Wisdom. Sir Ross Smith was 
tragically killed during aircraft testing in England in 1922 and was given a state funeral in 
Adelaide.10 Following his brother’s death, Sir Keith Smith became an agent for Vickers, later 
becoming vice-president for British Commonwealth Pacific Airlines, a director of Qantas 
Empire Airways and Tasman Empire Airways before his death in Sydney in 1955.  

Architecturally, the c.1925-6 ‘Arts & Crafts’ additions appear to consist of most of the 
Stephen Terrace frontage, the older c.1900-01 property sitting behind the additions to the 
south-west, as indicated by the roofline and chimney stacks. The architect of either periods 
of construction have not been identified, though the attractive c.1925-6 additions are likely 
the work of a leading practitioner. 
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NAME: Aviemore PLACE NO: DPLG ID: 8658 

EXTENT OF LISTING: 

External form, materials and detailing of the c.1900-01 dwelling and c.1925-6 additions 
including masonry walls with pebbledash render and smooth rendered details, hipped and 
gabled roof, timber battened gables with pebbledash infill, brick chimneys, timber framed 
verandah and timber joinery. 

REFERENCES: 

1 CT Vol. 641, Fol. 198. 
2 City of Walkerville rate assessment records, 1900, 1901.  
3 CT Vol. 641, Fol. 198. 
4 CT Vol. 1289, Fol.165; City of Walkerville rate assessment records, 1926. 
5 City of Walkerville rate assessment records, 1926. 
6 CT Vol. 1289, Fol. 165.  
7 CT Vol. 1289, Fol. 165; CT Vol. 4244, Fol. 536. 
8 http://sahistoryhub.com.au/places/aviemore, accessed 19/4/2020.  
9 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ross_Macpherson_Smith, accessed 19/4/2020.  
10 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ross_Macpherson_Smith, accessed 19/4/2020. 
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