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What are we doing 
to improve resilience 
to flooding?
The Gawler River is an important river system stretching from the 
Barossa and Adelaide Hills to the coast. Over many decades, from 
time to time the river has flooded , and while this changing water 
level is natural and often important for the native plants and 
animals that live in and around the river,  water level rises can 
have a significant impact on people and property. 

Many residents have experienced the impact of flooding. As the 
population increases and the landscape becomes more 
developed, the chance of floods causing damage to homes, 
businesses, food production and infrastructure also increases. 

Effective flood management can enable a community to be as 
resilient as is possible. Our aim is to increase awareness of and 
preparedness for a flood event, by government, individuals, 
businesses and industry, whilst still supporting the native plants 
and animals that need water. And, reducing property damage, 
economic losses and disruption to assets and services.

Who is doing this work? 
The State Government has committed to partnering over three 
years with six local councils and the Gawler River Floodplain 
Management Authority (GRFMA), a regional subsidiary of these 
councils – Adelaide Hills Council, Adelaide Plains Council, Barossa 
Council, City of Playford, Town of Gawler, and Light Regional 
Council. 
The GRFMA was created to coordinate the financing, 
planning, construction, operation and maintenance of flood 
mitigation infrastructure for the Gawler River. 

All projects are intended to complement ongoing council and 
GRFMA projects, and the work of the local Landscape Boards.

In bringing together First Nations, state and local government, 
industry and the broader community, we can further develop our 
flood management.

Gawler River Floodplain 
Management Authority

We acknowledge that the work we are undertaking is on 
the traditional lands of the Kaurna, Ngadjuri and Peramangk 
nations. We will work closely with them to ensure work 
is respectful and cultural sites are well protected.

Imagery date: 11/17/18–newer Camera: 9,602 m 34°37'20"S 138°39'52"E 36 m900 m

Edition 1  |  January 2022

* Project 4 encompassess the entire length of the lower Gawler River as shown 
above. We will work with landholders to identify the exact location of works.
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How can I get more information?
Email DEWFloodProjects@sa.gov.au

For general flood preparedness information, 
visit ses.sa.gov.au/flood

For information about complementary 
workvisit landscape.sa.gov.au/ny

Four short-term projects 
are being undertaken 
to manage the local 
flood risk. 

1. Hillier fire ground rehabilitation works
Weeds and fallen trees will be removed from the Hillier fire ground 
to reduce the likelihood of them getting into the river and blocking 
the flow of water down the river channel. 

This project is being delivered by the Town of Gawler via a grant 
from the Stormwater Management Authority. The Town of Gawler 
is contributing financially to this project.

2. Carmelo and Park Roads drain
A new drainage system will be built on Carmelo and Park Roads, 
Virginia, to enable excess water to drain away more quickly, 
reducing the amount of time roads are closed and crops are 
impacted by flood waters. This will help provide reliable access to 
Old Port Wakefield, Carmelo and Park Roads and facilities such as 
Windamere Park. 

Field surveys are complete and the engineering design is 
underway. The project is due to be completed before the end of 
2022. This project is being delivered by the City of Playford via 
a grant from the Stormwater Management Authority. The City of 
Playford is contributing financially to this project.

3. Improved flood forecasting and warning
To improve the ability to forecast when and where there will be 
a flood, monitoring systems installed across the region will be 
improved with changes at existing locations and more locations 
added. These improvements will enable more accurate warnings, 
allowing the community to make informed decisions when taking 
action before and during floods. 

Work is under way to assess end-user requirements and 
select the most appropriate monitoring locations for the future. 
Installation work will take place in stages during 2022. This 
project is being delivered by Department for Environment and 
Water with a financial contribution from GRFMA.

4. River survey, levee repair and vegetation
management
This project will improve the river’s capacity to carry water by 
removing woody weeds and silt which can reduce, or even block, 
water flow. It will also repair levee banks to reduce the likelihood 
of water spilling out into the surrounding area. 

This project will undertake works up to June 2023, with 
management and repairs likely to be ongoing thereafter. The 
Department for Environment and Water is collaborating with all 
partners and will engage with local landholders to deliver this 
project.
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Planning, engagement, design and site works

Stage 1: Planning, engagement and design

Stage 1: End-user assessment

Stage 1: Planning, engagement and design

Project 1 $0.625 m

Project 2 $3.9 m

Project 3 $1 million

Project 4 $3.8 m

2023

Stage 2: On site works and engagement

Stage 2: On site works

Stage 2: On site works and engagement

• 1000 square kilometre catchment
flows into the Gawler River

• Most recent flood was in 2016

• $10.4M being invested in flood
management between 2020 and 2023

• Collaboration across state and local government

• Long term planning for a resilient future




