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Port Adelaide boasts one of South Australia's most
signiﬁcant archaeological treasures — the largest and
most diverse ships' gravet ard in Australia accessible to
non-divers. [Eis erse&f over Ffve sites, in quiet
backwaters of the Port River, are the remains of a varied

group of sailingi(s’ceam, motor and service vessels which
ended their wor ing lives in Port Adelaide.

As these vessels fell into disrepair or were no ‘onger
viab!e, harbour authorities needed to cater for their
disposal. Because of South Australia's relativelg shallow
GuﬁC waters, scu’c’c[ing at sea was not gencra”q an option.
The alternative was that most obsolete vessels were
beached and broken up at various sites around Port
Adelaide. The legacy is that Port Adelaide now has a
unique cultural l'weritage site rePresentin signhcicant
chapters in South Australia’s maritime %\istorq and
Eroviding)ins}(ights into shwicp~bui!ding and Proriulsion

CCI’N’]OlOgICS rom t]’1€ ecra o sai[ and steam.

Toclag the remains of at least 1Cort5 vessels lie embedded
in silf and washed b(j the tides. The diverse collection,
rangin from majesﬁc windjammers and steamships to
coastal traders and harbour cragt, represents maritime
activitg from the mid-nineteenth to the mid-twentieth
centuries. It is a substantial reminder of an era when
shipﬁing dominated world transPort and traclq and when

the Port of Adelaide was a thri\/ing commercial centre.
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Maritime Hcritagc Trails have been established b
Heritage SA in many coastal areas of South Australia
anc} along the River Murray to Promote the State's
maritime _history and to encourage communit
involvement in the protection and conservation o
historic shipwrccks and related sites.

Shipwreck remains are non-renewable resources which
Provi&e uniciue windows into the Past. Shipwrecks and
shipwreck artefacts are Protectecl under Historic
Shlpwrecks !egislation‘
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For further information or to rePort awreck or shipwreck relics contact:
Heritage South Australia
Depar‘hnent for Environment and Herifage
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Telephonc: 8204 9245
URL: www.herftage.sa.gov.au
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GARDEN ISLAND

The Garden Island Ships’ Gravegarc{) in the Port River's
North Arm, is the largest a andonment site in Port
Adelaide, with at least 25 vessels known to have been
scuttled in the area between 1909 and 1945. T|’7€‘maioritg
of these wrecks lie along the southern shore of Garden
Island with two vessels \%’ae Dorotfnj H Stcr/r’ng and the
53ntliago) further east. )

The collection includes the wooden and iron remains of
arge and smal Saf]ing and steam slﬁips as well as erries,
redges and pontoons. Many of these vessels P]ie
international and Australian waters while others remaine
within South Australia or even locally within the Port
River. Many were built in Europc or the United States,
others interstate and two at Port Adelaide qards. THCL)
carried cargo an passengers or were service cratt whic

suPPor’tcd the functions of the harbour.

Today their extensive|g salvaged remains lie on the
mudg’ats‘ shielded nj encroaching mangroves and
artia ly covere b(? the tides. The areais a playgroun
or dolphins, a ree ingground or many bird species an
habitat for a host of marine creatures.”

r’uruhfu; f'.f,:ﬂ".:rr'llrmg (1920-1929)

The six-masted wooden schooner Dorothy H Stsr/mg was built in
Orf:gon, USA. It was one of the ]argf:st 5aiﬁng vessels ever [Wu]]t, but
became a victim of the Great Depression after arriving,in Port Adelaide
in 1929. It was eventually sold and dismantled bcrorc the hull was
broken apart for Firﬁwooéﬁ)q the unempbgcd. Todaq the remains are
covered by silt and colonised bl} mangrovés, Formmg a small island at
the eastern end of the North Arm.

Santiago (185-1945"

The last and oldest vessel abandoned in the era\'cgard was the I)arquc
Santiago which was hulked in Port Adelaide 5190(5 and used as a coal
llg]'] ter until 1945. TOClal’ the most[(’ intact hull is exPosed above the river
level, at the eastern end of the North Arm. The Santiago is a rare
6)\'8“7P|€ (7F an ear[ﬂ ir(m-l?ul]t 5ai|ing VESECI an(‘l !"185 I?Eﬁﬂ dﬁ(’.]a)'ﬁd an
historic shipwrcck under the Historic Shipwrccks Act 1981.

.
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The steamer Glaucus traded int&rnationa“(,’ until the f:arh’ 1880s when it
transferred to the Australian coastal rL]n, transporhﬁg gooc{s and
Pr’()Auce between the states. It became a grain hulk in Port Adelaide in
1929 and was abandoned at Garden Islaﬂa in 19%5. ,A\lthough the bow
section has been c()mplctc[y sal agcd, the intact stern Post and rudder
make this vessel casih} identifiable in the C-ravegard todag.

.“iunfﬁc-;Jm 1857-1910)

The I)arquc Sunbeam was built in Scotland in 1857 and traded
intcrnationa”q before bc{ng converted to a coal hulk in 1886. It was the
first iron vessel abandoned in the Gravegar‘c] and todalj is g&ﬂdra”g
intact along its entire lcr\gth. Sunbeam is casih) r@cogﬂ?sab!c with its
" bow Fa(.mg the water and a boiler of unknown origjn |1’ing on the

starboard side. )

JERVOIS BASIN

Jervois Basin, in the upper reaches of the Port River, was
the ma'ﬁor s Ci;)—brealcm% site in Port Adelaide between
the early 1900s and the Tate 1960s.

Little Phﬂsica| evidence remains of the many vessels
roken up in this Basin as most were entireg lismantle
with the sites comP|ctelq cleared. 1t is also likely that
reclamation has covered other vessel remains, inc?udin
the historica”q significant wooden Sl’]iP Fitzjames (1852),

which became a oating re ormatory at Lar"gs B;ag.

Wooden and some iron wreckage is evident howevcr} on
the western bank. The remains of four vessels have been
identified - the wooden ketch Alert and four-masted
schooner Fides, the composite addle steamer
Traﬂa/gar and a wooden pontoon. OEc}mr unidentified
material has also been located.

Todag the vessel remains are uncovered on the mudflats
at low tide. Pelicans, ibis, cormorants an olp ins are
frequent visitors to this part of the Port River where an
adjacent stand of mangrove has been success?u“q
rcgcncratcc] . A

| :5|‘| .’~.-’|;::'L;c-.t' Fontoon

For many years this wooden Prmt()on was moored at the Port Adelaide
Fish Market, beside the Jervois Bridg@. Todag lower sections of the
bargt: are still intact and form a Prcdom\'nant feature on the site.

Tratalgar 1877-1947)
=

.
The composite Padd!c steamer Tra)‘}a/garorigina“q carried passengers
and cargo on the River Murrag] and was later converted to a Ba)gﬁﬂ It
was bmught to Port Adelaide in 1947 for conversion to a ketch but was
\ﬂStCaA l)ﬂ(i(.[’]ﬂA EiﬂA broken UP n t]ﬁﬁ JC!'V’()‘S h(iSfﬂ. —IE)(L"]L’ t]’lﬂ
Tra Va(gar's_ remains are a major feature in the C.mvsgard,' with

substantial ework and timbérs still on site.

BROAD CREEK

From the ear|9 to mid 1900s Broad Creek was associated
with the importation and distribution of exP|osives
stored in magazines at Dry Creek.

Two abandoned vessels have been identified in the area.
A wooden schoon@r Dorot/n/ S is located in Bream
C_reek, a branch of the [argér Broad Creék while the
remains of an iron hulk lie near tthc’r’ty at the end of the
Creek.

Todaz:) Broad Creek is acliacent to the Penrice salt fields.
The relativelq shallow waterway is a natural estuar\

ounde o] stands of mangrove and hometoa varietq o
irds and marine creatures.

Iron Hulk

This vessel was origﬁna”q a cfre(!ge which was converted for use as a
Hoating Cxplosivcs mag:ﬁzinc. In 1915 the hulk was condemned and
floated ashore west of the Broad Creek jetty, where
store explosives for some years. Toclag f%e vessel shows evidence of
sa!vagc Euf is Iargch’ intact, with construction timbers and drcdgs
structure evident.

it continued to

[Por rfhfj 5 (1508-1923)

The small schooner Dorof/n/ 5 was built in Victoria in 1868 and
transferred to Port Adelaide in 1922. BL) 1926 it was derelict at Garden
1sland but was moved to Bream Creek (off Broad Creek) in 1928, for
the unusual purpose of housing two }njdmplancs. Todaq substantial
wooden remains, {mcludfng an intact bow stem and wooden P‘ankmg,
are located in the mangroves above th water mark.

MUTTON COVE

In the 194-0s Mutton Cove, at the northern end of Lefevre
Peninsula, was the abandonment site for two derelict
vessels — an iron steamer and a comPosite ex-Murray

Pa&d]cr.

Toclaq the area is a samphire swamp, isolated from the
Port River and adjacent industries by reclamation an
embankments Timbers from the addler are mosthj
covered 139 mud, but the steamer's extensive remains are
evident at all times.

Excelsior (1897-1945)

After many years service in the Pacific and South Australian waters, the
steamer Excelsior was converted for l{g;]'wtering, coal to the steam-
Powcrcc{ drcclgcs worlq'ng in Port Adelaide. 1n 1945 it was laid up and
abandoned in a tidal creek at Mutton Cove. Today the rus ng vessel is
a Pr@domir}anf feature east of Outer Harbor. The bow is intact but
sections of the stern have (.ol[an,ecl.

..-’UPIf'r.'.r'

The c.omposwtc Paddler Jup/terwas the last mail steamer on the Murray

Lakes. In 19%3 it was brou\ ht to Port Adelaide and converted into
Australia's first F]ozatfng cran)?ish depot, but was eventual[u} abandoned
at Mutton Cove in the I;H-Oks, Today the hullis deICd”Lj intact to deck
|ev5:]1 but is Prerminantig covered‘fﬂ’ silt and water. Some detached
iron superstructure is LLJ)'Hg off the stern.

ANGAS INLET

Angas Inlet lies between_Torrens and Garden Islands. 1t
was origina y accessible from the North Arm but this entry

oint 1s now blocke y the causeway to the Torrens
sland Power Station. N

At low tide the unidentified wrcckage of at least seven
vessels is exposed in the Inlet. A small wooden and iron
ontoon is located ina sic]e.st_ream, ut other wrecks all la
a]ong the southern shore of Torrens Island, cast of the

power station outlet.

Most vessels in this collection appear to be small
recreational craft. However, signi icant timbers and other
material suggest that at least one of the sites contains the
remains o %ﬁarge wooden sailing vessel built in the mid to
late 1800s.

Todaq this quiet backwater Providcs a mooring basin for
the Garden'Island Boat _C]ub It borders the region's
mangrove forests and is a favourite haunt of dol Phins and
seabirds.




KLITTON COVE SHIPS GRAVTYARD
Mutton Cove is accessible ELJ land via
embankments and reclaimed areas north
of the Submarine CorPoration‘ The
extensive remains of the Excelsior can
be viewed at all times, but the JuID/'tcr’s
timbers are a Proached thx‘ough
sampl'ﬁre and mufand are only exposed
at low tide.

JEENCHS BASIM SHIFS® GRAYEYARD

Vessel remains are readily accessible by

land at low tide. The Graveyarcl s
acljacent to a small P%rL and viewing area,
while a boardwalk through the nearbg

— .
mangroves also overlooks the site.

d

Angas Inlet is most easilg visited bg boat or
kagak, the latter also a”owing access to
the smaller sidestreams. Low tide is the
best vicwing time for the wrecks.

Vessel remains can be seen from the
Garden Island E)ric{ge, but are most easil
viewed using a kagak or boat. Lang
access to some wrecks is Possible via a
athway which is uncovered at low tide,
Eut gur’ier access involves a trek through
L mud and mangroves. The SA Maritime
Museum's vessel Archie Badenoch
sonducts regu]ar cruises to the Gravegard.

The “Garden Island S/NPS' Graveyarc/
Maritime Heritage Trai/, which includes six
signs and a 50~Page guide ]:)ook,
in’cerPrets this site. Three on-water signs
have been installed in the North Arm,
adjacent to the main group of wrecks. Two
on-land signs are located at the Garden
Island Boat Ramp with another at the
nearbg Adelaide SPeedboat Club.

Broad Creek is most casi]y visited bﬂ
kagak or small boat. The entrance
channel from Barker Inlet is narrow and

best navigatecl at high tide.
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Five abandonment sites have been identified within the Port.
The largest is the Garden Island Ships' Graveyard, in the North
Arm omc%'ne Port River, with other Gravegarcls ocated at
Jervois Basin, Mutton Cove, Broad Créek and Angas Inlet.



