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To: 
The Hon Ian Hunter MLC 

 

Minister for Sustainability, Environment and Conservation 

 
 

This annual report is presented to Parliament to meet the statutory reporting 

requirements of the Public Sector Act 2009, the Public Sector Regulations 2010, the 

Public Finance and Audit Act 1987, section 24 of the South Eastern Water 

Conservation and Drainage Act 1992 and meets the requirements of Premier and 

Cabinet Circular PC013 Annual Reporting. 

This report is verified to be accurate for the purposes of annual reporting to the 

Parliament of South Australia.  

Submitted on behalf of the South Eastern Water Conservation and Drainage Board, 
Department of Environment, Water and Natural Resources by: 
 

Francis Newman Brennan 

Presiding Member 

 

 

 

                                                                                           27 September 2017 

______________________________________        
Signature 

____________________ 
Date 
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Section A: Reporting required under the Public Sector Act 

2009, the Public Sector Regulations 2010 and the Public 

Finance and Audit Act 1987 
 

Agency purpose or role  

 

Our Vision 

To balance the needs between sustainable and productive agriculture and healthy water 
dependant ecosystems across the south east (Limestone Coast) of South Australia. 
 
Our Role 

To manage and conserve the quality and flow of water in the south east of South Australia 
by effectively managing flooding, redirecting water to areas of greatest need and reducing 
salinity. 
 

The State Government's allocation of $2.295 million into the 2500km drainage 
infrastructure benefits primary producers, groundwater systems and the environment. 

Objectives  

 

 To provide an effective and efficient system for managing the surface water of the 
non-urban lands in the south east, by conserving, draining, altering the flow of or 
utilising that water in any manner. 

 To carry out works for the purpose of lowering the level of the water table of lands 
in the south east. 

 To undertake, assist or promote research in the fields of water conservation, 
drainage and management. 

 To give advice and assistance to others in the fields of water conservation, 
drainage and management. 

 The enhancement or development of natural wetlands and the natural environment 
generally in the south east.  

 

Key strategies and their relationship to SA Government objectives  

 

Key strategy SA Government objective 

Goal 1: Manage the drainage network and 
infrastructure to retain water and flows to 
benefit agricultural production, connected 
groundwater systems and wetlands - 
sustain and enhance water regimes of 
water dependant ecosystems across the 
south east through optimal management, 
operations and maintenance of drains, 
channels and flood ways.  

Economic Priority 1: Unlocking the full potential 
resources, energy and renewable assets.  

Economic Priority 2: Premium food and wine 
produced in our clean environment and 
exported to the world.  

Economic Priority 6: Growth through Innovation.  
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Key strategy SA Government objective 

Goal 2: Develop and maintain our land 
and infrastructure assets – Optimal 
investment for capital upgrades, 
maintenance and operation of the south 
east drainage network infrastructure. 

Economic Priority 2: Premium food and wine 
produced in our clean environment and 
exported to the world. 

Economic Priority 5: South Australia- a growing 
destination choice for international and domestic 
travellers. 

Goal 3: Apply good governance, financial 
management and administration - 
Informed and engaged South East 
landholders and other stakeholders 
working with the South Eastern Water 
Conservation and Drainage Board to 
produce mutually beneficial outcomes.  

Economic Priority 1: Unlocking the full potential 
resources, energy and renewable assets.  

Economic Priority 2: Premium food and wine 
produced in our clean environment and 
exported to the world.  

 

Agency programs and initiatives and their effectiveness and efficiency  

 

Program name Indicators of 
performance/effectiveness/efficie
ncy 

Comments  

Department of 
Environment Water 
and Natural 
Resources 
(DEWNR)  
Corporate Plan 
2016-19 

Managing Water for the Future – whereby a 
sustainable fit for purpose supply of water is 
available from a range of sources to support 
the health of the environment, industry, 
communities and the economy.  

The drainage system 
throughout the south 
east of South Australia 
operates within the 
design parameters up to 
a 1 in 20 year flood 
event. 

 

Legislation administered by the agency 

 

The Board is responsible for complying with the South Eastern Water Conservation and 
Drainage Act 1992, which is administered by DEWNR.  
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Organisation of the agency  

 

The Board consists of eight members. Members are appointed in accordance with section 9 of 
the South Eastern Water Conservation and Drainage Act 1992.  

 

The Board membership and remuneration is reported in the South Australian Government 
Board and Committee Information Annual Report. 

Other agencies related to this agency (within the Minister’s area/s of 

responsibility) 

 

Department of Environment, Water and Natural Resources  

South East Natural Resources Management Board 

 

Employment opportunity programs 

 

The Board has no staff of its own and utilises the services of DEWNR. Reporting on this 
matter is contained in the DEWNR Annual Report 2016-17. 
 
Executive, administrative and project support were provided to the Board from existing 
DEWNR resources.  
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Agency performance management and development systems 

 

Performance management and development 
system 

Assessment of effectiveness and 
efficiency 

Government employees supporting the Board’s 
operations undertake a performance review and 
development program with their managers.  

Two sessions are held on an annual basis. 
This is considered to be effective.  

 

Occupational health, safety and rehabilitation programs of the agency and their 

effectiveness 
 

Occupational health, safety and rehabilitation 
programs 

Effectiveness  

This Board abides by the relevant health and 
safety policies and procedures that have been 
adopted by DEWNR to meet whole of 
government and legislative requirements.  

Reporting on this matter is contained 
within the DEWNR Annual Report 2016-
17. 

 

Fraud detected in the agency 
 

Category/nature of fraud Number of instances 

It is declared that there were no instances of fraud 
detected in the activities undertaken by the Board in this 
reporting period. 

0 

 

Strategies implemented to control and prevent fraud  

Strategies to detect instances of fraud are reported in the DEWNR Annual Report 2016-
17. 

 

Whistle-blowers’ disclosure 
 

Number of occasions on which public interest information 
has been disclosed to a responsible officer of the agency 
under the Whistle-blowers’ Protection Act 1993  

 0 

 

Executive employment in the agency 

 

Executive classification Number of executives 

SAES Level 1 0 

For further information, the Office for the Public Sector has a data dashboard for further 
information on the breakdown of executive gender, salary and tenure by agency. 

 

 

http://publicsector.sa.gov.au/
http://publicsector.sa.gov.au/about/office-for-the-public-sector/dashboard/
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Consultants 

 

The following is a summary of external consultants that have been engaged by the agency, 

the nature of work undertaken and the total cost of the work undertaken. 

 

Consultants Purpose Value 

All consultancies below $10,000 each Advice on 
managing/upgrading various 
projects 

$26 523 

Consultancies above $10,000 each 

Total all consultancies $26 523 

 

See also https://www.tenders.sa.gov.au/tenders/index.do for a list of all external 
consultancies, including nature of work and value. See also the Consolidated Financial Report 
of the Department of Treasury and Finance http://treasury.sa.gov.au/  for total value of 
consultancy contracts across the SA Public Sector.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.tenders.sa.gov.au/tenders/index.do
http://treasury.sa.gov.au/
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Appropriation
99%

Other 
income

1%

SEWCDB Income

Financial performance of the agency 

 

The following is a brief summary of the overall financial position of the agency. The 

information is unaudited. Full audited financial statements for 2016-17 are attached to this 

report. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other financial information 

Nil to report. 

Administration
19%

Other services 
by the Board

14%

Infrastructure 
maintenance

11%

Operational 
Maintenance 

projects
33%

Board 
equipment 
expenses

1%

Depot 
maintenance

2% Capital 
expenditure

20%

SEWCDB Expenditure
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Other information requested by the Minister(s) or other significant issues 

affecting the agency or reporting pertaining to independent functions 

 

Key strategy Key Performance 
Indicators  

Data/ Information  

Goal 1: Manage the 

Drainage Network 
and Infrastructure to 
retain water and 
flows to benefit 
agricultural 
production, 
connected 
groundwater systems 
and wetlands   

Annual Flow data for 
the Morella Basin, 
Blackford Drain, 
Butchers Gap 
(Kingston), 8 Mile 
Creek, Drain L, Drain M, 
Reedy Creek Mt Hope 
(Lake Frome), Narrow 
neck, Lake Bonney, and 
8 Mile Creek 
catchments 

 

 

 

 

 

Management of 
Regulators 

 

 

 

 

Thirty four (34) managed with slides or logs closed for 
summer, and opened to full height within the network 
in August. Lake George Regulator opened in October 
2016. 

Goal 2: Develop and 
maintain our land 
and infrastructure 
assets 

Capital Works 
Program 

 

 

 

 

 

Number of Kilometres 
of drains sprayed 

Number of Kilometres 
of silt cleaning 

Completion of Bridges as follows:  

 Penola Lucindale Road 

 Bool Lagoon West Road 

 Murrabinna Blackford (3) 

 Piccaninny Lane Mount Hope Drain 

 Culvert Crossing (Facey)  

 

Six hundred & sixty two (662) km 

Ninety seven (97) km 

Goal 3: Apply good 
governance, financial 
management and 
administration  

Number of 
Occupational 
Licences Completed 

Number of Board 
Meetings  

Number of Private 
Works approvals 

Management Plan 
Revision  

Seven (7)  (including revision of Policy and 
Procedure)  

 

Six (6) including Field Visit, plus Four (4) Governance 
& Finance meetings 

Nine (9)   

 

Revised and approved by Minister 29 June 2017 

 

 

50.55
2.885

39.7

20.3

54.4
72.4

7.3

9.7

6.57

45.3

24

Annual Flow (Gigalitres) 

8 Mile Creek Area

Butchers Gap Kingston - Coastal
Area

Millicent Flats (no sites)

Reedy Creek - Mt Hope

Drain E system and Nyroca
Channel

Drain L system

Drain M system
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Section B: Reporting of public complaints as requested by 

the Ombudsman 
 

Summary of complaints by subject 
 

Public complaints received by the South Eastern Water Conservation and Drainage 

Board 

Category of complaints by subject Number of instances 

All complaints No specific complaints have 
been received by the Board. 

 

   

Complaint outcomes 

 
 

Nature of complaint or suggestion Services improved or changes as a result of 
complaints or consumer suggestions 

All complaints No complaints have been received or acted upon. 
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Appendix: Audited financial statements 2016-17  
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