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To: 
The Hon David Speirs MP 
Minister for Environment and Water 
 
This annual report will be presented to Parliament to meet the statutory reporting 
requirements of the Public Sector Act 2009, the Public Sector Regulations 2010, the 
Public Finance and Audit Act 1987, section 24 of the South Eastern Water 
Conservation and Drainage Act 1992 and the requirements of Premier and Cabinet 
Circular PC013 Annual Reporting. 
This report is verified to be accurate for the purposes of annual reporting to the 
Parliament of South Australia.  
 
 
 
Submitted on behalf of the SOUTH EASTERN WATER CONSERVATION AND 
DRAINAGE BOARD by: 
 
Mr Brett Nicholas McLaren 
 
Acting Presiding Member 
 
 
 

Date:    6 October 2020        Signature:       
 
 
 
 
Delay of report due to technical problems in the uploading of assets into the Board’s 
asset register affecting the completion of financial statements. 
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Overview: about the agency 
Our strategic focus 

Our Purpose To manage and conserve the quality and flow of water in the south 
east of South Australia by effectively managing flooding, redirecting 
water to areas of greatest need and reducing salinity. 

Our Vision To balance the needs between sustainable and productive agriculture 
and healthy water dependent ecosystems across the Limestone Coast 
of South Australia. 

Our Values South Australia Public Sector Values and Behaviour Framework 
 Service 
 Professionalism 
 Trust 
 Respect 
 Collaboration and Engagement 
 Honesty and Integrity 
 Courage and Tenacity 
 Sustainability 

Our functions, 
objectives 
and 
deliverables 

To provide an effective and efficient system for managing the surface 
water of the non-urban lands in the south east, by conserving, 
draining, altering the flow or utilising that water in any manner. 
To carry out works for the purpose of lowering the level of the water 
table of lands in the south east. 
To undertake, assist or promote research in the fields of water 
conservation, drainage and management. 
To give advice and assistance to others in the fields of water 
conservation, drainage and management. 
The enhancement or development of natural wetlands and the natural 
environment generally in the south east. 
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Our organisational structure 

 

Changes to the agency  

From 1 July 2019, there were the following changes to the agency’s structure and 
objectives as a result of internal reviews or machinery of government changes. 

• Department for Environment and Water restructure into four divisions, 
including the Water and River Murray Division.   

• The South East Drainage Operations team (working on behalf of the South 
Eastern Water Conservation and Drainage Board) reporting to the Director, 
Water Infrastructure and Operations, Water and River Murray Division.  
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Our Executive team 

Francis Newman Brennan  Board Presiding Member (to 31 December 2019) 
Brett Nicholas McLaren  Acting Presiding Member (from 1 January 2020)    

-Elected Landholder 
John James Mullins  Board Member-Elected Landholder  
Miles Weston Hannemann  Board Member-Elected Landholder 
Pip Lynette Anne Rasenberg  Board Member-Ministerial Appointment 

(from 5 September 2019) 
Anna Elizabeth Hooper   Board Member-Ministerial Appointment 
Michael Harvie Bleby Board Member-Ministerial Appointment 

(from 5 September 2019) 
Jane Frances Fetherstonhaugh  Board Member-Local Government Association 

(from 21 November 2019)  
Alex Cameron Thamm  Board Member-Ministerial Appointment 

(from 25 June 2020) 
Sue Hutchings Director, Water Infrastructure Operations 
Lee Morgan  Manager, South East Drainage Operations. 
 

  

Legislation administered by the agency 

The Board is responsible for complying with the South Eastern Water Conservation 
and Drainage Act 1992, which is administered by DEW. 
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The agency’s performance 
Performance at a glance 

The Board met all requirements of its Management Plan including retaining water 
and flows to meet the dual purpose of benefitting primary production and providing 
water to the environment and wetlands. Improved flows data with the aim of 
calculating a water-balance (precipitation and receiving flows versus flows directed 
to receiving environments (marine, wetlands, ground water)), whilst the capital works 
program, drain maintenance (silt cleaning and spraying) and statutory requirements 
were achieved. 

Agency contribution to whole of Government objectives 

Key objective Agency’s contribution 

Protecting our precious 
coastline  

In meeting the Department for Environment and Water goal of 
securing water for the future, the Board works to retain water 
in the South East Drainage Network to improve the 
productive capacity of the South East and deliver 
environmental flows to lakes and wetlands in the region, 
which reduces discharge to the coastal environment. 

Reforming landscape 
management   

The Board worked with the former South East Natural 
Resources Management Board to develop the Drainage and 
Wetland Strategy. This strategy will assist the Board to 
maintain flows to benefit primary production, groundwater 
systems and the environment. 

Regional roads and 
infrastructure 

A Board goal is to develop and maintain land and 
infrastructure assets valued at $260 million that include 
repairs and replacement of the bridge and crossing network 
across the South East Drainage Network. 
Ongoing asset management and resultant upgrades of the 
bridge network takes into account the priorities of the local 
government road network and the green triangle freight plan.  
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Agency specific objectives and performance 

Agency 
objectives 

Indicators Performance 

*Goal 1 

Manage the 
Drainage 
Network and 
infrastructure to 
retain water and 
flows to benefit 
agricultural 
production, 
connected 
groundwater 
systems and 
wetlands. 
 

Provide 
Annual Flow 
data for the 
Morella Basin, 
Blackford 
Drain, 
Butchers Gap 
(Kingston), 8 
Mile Creek, 
Drain L, Drain 
M, Reedy 
Creek/Mt Hope 
(Lake Frome), 
Lake Bonney 
and 8 Mile 
Creek 
catchments. 

 
*Goal 2 
Develop and 
maintain our land 
and infrastructure 
assets    

Asset 
Management 
Completion of 
capital works 
program 
Number of 
kilometres of 
drains sprayed 
Number of 
kilometres of 
drain cleaning 

Apply the asset management framework principles 
including: 
 The DEW Asset Management Framework 
 Board policy and procedure development  
 Development and management of the asset register 
Valuation of drainage channels and infrastructure 
assets (replacement cost $260 million) 
Completion of capital works (bridges and crossings) for: 
 Mount Hope Drain - Wire Paddock Road box culvert 

crossing 
 Blackford Drain 7 - Occupation Crossings (2) 
 Drain C - Occupational Crossing 
 Drain C - Arisaig Road box culvert crossing 
 Grey Riddoch Drain - Occupational Crossing 
 Blackford Drain - Bridge upgrades (2) 
Drains Sprayed: 718km (including 100km of aerial 
spraying) 
Drain Silt Removal: 18km (mainly Drain L, Drain 20B, 
Drain 31 (Lossie Road), and Bunbury Drain). 

*Goal 3 
Apply good 

Financial 
report 
approved by 

See Appendix  
71 occupational licences finalised.  
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governance, 
financial 
management and 
administration 

the Auditor 
General. 
Number of 
Occupational 
Licences 
completed 
Number of 
Private Works 
approvals 
Board 
Management 
Plan 

Eight (8) applications for private water management 
works were approved. 
Revision for the Management Plan to 2022 was 
approved for consultation by the Minister for 
Environment and Water on 20 January 2020, and 
approved by the Board on 8 June 2020. 

* Note: The above goals refer to the approved 2019-20 Management Plan. These goals were 
amended in the revised Management Plan to 2022 approved by the Board in June 2020. 

   

Corporate performance summary 
Employment opportunity programs 

Program name Performance 

 The Board have no staff of its own and utilises the 
services of the Department for Environment and Water. 
Reporting on this matter is contained in the Department 
for Environment and Water Annual Report 2019-20. 

 

Agency performance management and development systems 

Performance management 
and development system 

Performance 

Department for Environment 
and Water employees 
supporting the Board's 
operations undertake a 
performance review and 
development program with their 
Manager. 
 

Two sessions are held on an annual basis, and this 
applies to all staff. 
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Work health, safety and return to work programs  

Program name  Performance  

This Board abides by the 
Department for Environment 
and Water's work, health and 
safety policies and procedures 
that have been adopted to meet 
whole of government legislative 
requirements 

Reporting on this matter is contained within the 
Department for Environment and Water Annual Report 
2019-20 

 

Workplace injury claims Current 
year 

 2019-20 

Past year 
2018-19 

% Change 
(+ / -) 

Total new workplace injury claims 0 0 0% 

Fatalities 0  0 0% 

Seriously injured workers* 0 0 0% 

Significant injuries (where lost time exceeds a 
working week, expressed as frequency rate per 
1000 FTE) 

0  0 0% 

 
*number of claimants assessed during the reporting period as having a whole person impairment of 30% or more 
under the Return to Work Act 2014 (Part 2 Division 5) 
 

Work health and safety regulations Current 
year 

2019-20 

Past year 
2018-19 

% Change 
(+ / -) 

Number of notifiable incidents (Work Health and 
Safety Act 2012, Part 3) 

0 1 -100% 

Number of provisional improvement, improvement 
and prohibition notices (Work Health and Safety Act 
2012 Sections 90, 191 and 195) 

0 0 0% 

 

Return to work costs** Current 
year 2019-

20 

Past year 
2018-19 

% Change 
(+ / -) 

Total gross workers compensation expenditure ($) 0 0 0% 

Income support payments – gross ($) 0 0 0% 
**before third party recovery 
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Data for previous years is available at: https://data.sa.gov.au/data/dataset/south-
east-conservation-and-drainage-board-annual-report-data  
 
 

Executive employment in the agency 

Executive classification Number of executives 

Classification level and/or description 0 

 
The Office of the Commissioner for Public Sector Employment has a workforce 
information page that provides further information on the breakdown of executive 
gender, salary and tenure by agency. 

https://publicsector.sa.gov.au/
https://publicsector.sa.gov.au/about/office-for-the-public-sector/workforce-information/
https://publicsector.sa.gov.au/about/office-for-the-public-sector/workforce-information/
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Financial performance 
Financial performance at a glance 

The following is a brief summary of the overall financial position of the agency. The 
information is unaudited. Full audited financial statements for 2019-20 are attached 
to this report. 

 
 

 
 

Administration
19%

Other services by the 
Board
11%

Infrastructure 
maintenance

11%Operational 
Maintenance 

projects
33%

Board 
equipment 
expenses

1%

Depot maintenance
2%

Capital expenditure
23%
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Consultants disclosure 

The following is a summary of external consultants that have been engaged by the 
agency, the nature of work undertaken, and the actual payments made for the work 
undertaken during the financial year. 
 
Consultancies with a contract value below $10,000 each 

Consultancies  Purpose  $ Actual payment 

All consultancies below 
$10,000 each - combined 

None $ 0 

 
Consultancies with a contract value above $10,000 each  

Consultancies  Purpose  $ Actual payment 

Attorney General 
Department – Crown 
Solicitors Office  

None  $ 0 

 Total $ 0 

 
See also the Consolidated Financial Report of the Department of Treasury and 
Finance for total value of consultancy contracts across the South Australian Public 
Sector.  

Contractors disclosure 

The following is a summary of external contractors that have been engaged by the 
agency, the nature of work undertaken, and the actual payments made for work 
undertaken during the financial year. 
Contractors with a contract value below $10,000 

Contractors Purpose  $ Actual payment (GST 
Inclusive )  

Swart & Sons  Bridge Post repairs Old 
Robe Road, Avenue K Drain 

$ 2,123 

AECOM Design of repair to Bridge 
posts Baxter Hill Road, 
Drain L 

$ 2,574 

AECOM Design advice for bridge on 
Blackford Drain regarding 
welding repairs 

$ 1,353 

http://treasury.sa.gov.au/
http://treasury.sa.gov.au/
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Contractors Purpose  $ Actual payment (GST 
Inclusive )  

Dennis Richards  Specification Southend 
Bridge Pier 

$  2,640 

South West Freight Deliver box culverts to:  
• Grey Riddoch Drain  
• Wire Paddock Road Mt 

Hope Drain 

$    668 

Humes Manufacture additional box 
culverts for Grey Riddoch 
Drain 

$  1,386 

Cooke Precast Concrete Manufacture additional box 
culverts for Wire Paddock 
Road Mt Hope Drain 

$  1,408 

Rocla  L Shape retaining wall units 
Grey Riddoch Drain 

$  4,840 

 Total $16,992 

 
Contractors with a contract value above $10,000 each  

Contractors  Purpose  $ Actual payment (GST 
inclusive)  

Tonkin Consulting Asset Valuation Services  $ 39,412 

Swart & Sons  
 

Bridge Post repairs Cape 
Buffon Drive, Southend 

$ 13,707 

Swart & Sons  Bridge maintenance painting 
for two bridges on the 
Blackford Drain  

$ 201,973  

Swart and Sons  Bridge repairs – Baxter Hill 
Road  

$ 14,850  

Densley Earthmoving  Embankment on REFLOWS 
Channel  

$ 27,742 

Helifarm Aerial Spraying services  $ 32,813 

Dennis Richards  Bridge inspection and 
surveillance activities 
Blackford Drain bridge 
painting and repairs 

$ 22,044 

AECOM  Bridge Assessment and 
design Cape Buffon Drive 

$ 22,498 
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Contractors  Purpose  $ Actual payment (GST 
inclusive)  

Southend 

Rocla Pty Limited  L Shape retaining wall units 
Blackford 7 Drain and Drain 
C 

$ 20,205 

Australian Aquatic Solutions  Reed cutting for Eight Mile 
Creek, Bool Lagoon  

$ 32,980 

 Total $ 428,224 

 
Data for previous years is available at: https://data.sa.gov.au/data/dataset/south-
east-conservation-and-drainage-board-annual-report-data  
The details of South Australian Government-awarded contracts for goods, services, 
and works are displayed on the SA Tenders and Contracts website. View the agency 
list of contracts. 
The website also provides details of across government contracts. 

https://www.tenders.sa.gov.au/contract/buyerIndex
https://www.tenders.sa.gov.au/contract/buyerIndex
https://www.tenders.sa.gov.au/contract/search?preset=organisationWide
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Risk Management 
Risk and audit at a glance 

The Governance and Finance Committee met four times during 2019-20. Key 
outcomes of the year included the approval of the Management Plan, Operational 
Project Plan, and Business Continuity Plan. Policies were revised relating to finance, 
assets, and the fencing of drainage reserves and drainage reserves for recreational 
use. New procedures were developed for asset inspections and bio-security. 
 

Fraud detected in the agency 

Category/nature of fraud Number of instances 

It is declared that there were two instances of fraud 
detected with the cyber hack of a credit card that was not 
misappropriated by an employee. SAicorp were advised 
and the Board was reimbursed by the banking institution. 

2 

NB: Fraud reported includes actual and reasonably suspected incidents of fraud.  

Strategies implemented to control and prevent fraud 

Strategies to detect instances of fraud are reported in the DEW Annual Report 2019-
2020. 

Public interest disclosure  

Number of occasions on which public interest information has been disclosed to a 
responsible officer of the agency under the Public Interest Disclosure Act 2018: 

0 

Data for previous years is available at: https://data.sa.gov.au/data/dataset/south-
east-conservation-and-drainage-board-annual-report-data  
Note:  Disclosure of public interest information was previously reported under the Whistleblowers 
Protection Act 1993 and repealed by the Public Interest Disclosure Act 2018 on 1/7/2019.  
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Reporting required under any other act or regulation 
 

Act or Regulation Requirement 

Nil Nil 

 
 

 

Reporting required under the Carers’ Recognition Act 2005 

Not applicable 
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Public complaints  
Number of public complaints reported  

Complaint 
categories 

Sub-categories Example Number of 
Complaints 
   2019-20 

All categories Staff attitude 
competency, 
professional 
behaviour, systems, 
technology, policy, 
service quality, 
complaints 

Nil 
 

No specific 
complaints 
have been 
received 
about the 
Board. 

  Total 0 

 

Additional Metrics  Total 

Number of positive feedback comments Zero written comments 
- however numerous 
positive verbal 
comments regarding 
works (construction of 
bridges and crossings, 
spraying and drainage 
works) received.  

Number of negative feedback comments Zero written comments, 
though the Board is 
involved in legal action 
regarding a drainage 
dispute between two 
landholders.  

Total number of feedback comments 0  

% complaints resolved within policy timeframes N/A 
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Service Improvements resulting from complaints or consumer suggestions 
over 2019-20  

• Approval and implementation of a biosecurity procedure conform to the State 
Biosecurity Policy (PIRSA) 2017-2021 to reduce the risk of pest and disease 
incursions in the region by implementing a risk management approach of 
biosecurity essentials to defend against pests and diseases. 

• Approval of policy and procedure for asset review and verification based on asset 
class (bridges, culverts, fords, regulator weirs, drains, and roadways) in 
accordance with Australian Accounting Standards for fair value measurement 
(AASB 13) and property, plant and equipment (AASB 116).  
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Appendix: Audited financial statements 2019-2020  
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