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Native Vegetation Council

To: The Honourable Paul Caica, MP and
Minister for Environment and Conservation

In accordance with the requirements of the Native Vegetation Aect 1991 (the Act), 1 have
pleasure in forwarding to you the Annual Report of the Native Vegetation Council (NVC) on
the administration of the Act for the year 2009-10.

The twelve months covered in this annual report have seen the NVC take initiatives in relation
to native vegetation management for the benefit of the environment and the people of South
Australia,

Following the Ministerial review of Native Vegetation and Bushfire 2009, variations to the
Native Vegetation Regulations 2003 were gazetted in September 2009, In particular, variation
to Regulation 5 - Exemptions — general and the development of a new Regulation 5A. The
development of the new regulation facilitated the implementation of a simple, local, expert and
planned approach to bushfire protection and management, with greater emphasis on local
decision making through the South Australian Country Fire Service (SA CFS) and stronger
emphasis on the development of bushfire management planning. In this regard the changes
complement changes to bushfire planning processes introduced via amendments to the Fire and
Emergency Services Act 2003,

Officers from the Native Vegetation Biodiversity Management (NV&BM) Unit of the
Department of Water Land and Biodiversity Conservation (DWLBC), with support from
Department for Environment and Heritage (DEH) undertook the training of SA CFS officers on
the amendments to the bushfire regulations to ensure a smooth transition to the new decision
making processes, NV&BM officers have been involved in ongoing information and training
sessions with SA CFS, local councils and the community on these changes.

The NVC supported the whole of government campaign 'Reduce the Impact of Bushfire' in the
development of ‘A Guide for Managing Native Vegetation to Reduce the Impact of Bushfire’
(the Guidelines), being a revised version of the Native Vegetation Code of Practice. The NVC
also contributed $40 000 towards the whole of government communication and marketing
campaign ‘Bushfire Ready — Prepare, Act, Survive'.

Regulation 5 (1)(Ib), introduced in September 2009, allows for the clearance of vegetation
necessary to protect public safety. This has enabled the development of a framework to address
clearance of native vegetation around airstrips, along roads and at rail crossings, where that
vegetation may be seen as a public risk. This framework is, at present, out for targeted
consultation and tries to balance public safety with the need to protect important remnant stands
of native vegetation.
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As part of the NVC support for strong integration of native vegetation and natural resources
management, several regional visits were undertaken this financial year. The NVC seeks to
undertake at least one regional visit a year. Following this year’s highly successful trip in April
to the Mid North region, the NVC will endeavour to undertake two regional trips per year in the
future. The Mid North trip focused on meeting with applicants that had been successful in
gaining funding for restoration projects under the NVC SEB Grants programs, together with
meeting and identifying issues with regional councils and NRM Boards.

Other regions visited this financial year were the South East and Eyre Peninsula. Both visits
focused on the variation to the Native Vegetation Regulations and the changed role of the SA
CFS in decision making of native vegetation clearance. These visits and other communication
initiatives have assisted in raising broader community awareness of fuel reduction and the
clearance of native vegetation pre and post bushfires.

Other highlights from the year include the allocation of $2.5 million from the Native
Vegetation Fund to various projects working towards the protection, maintenance and
enhancement of native vegetation in South Australia, including $318 840 provided by the Fund
for the ongoing protection and management of native vegetation on privately owned land held
within Heritage Agreement areas. That program is administered through the Department for
Environment and Heritage (DEH).

The following annual report provides a comprehensive overview of the activities of the Native
Vegetation Council for 2009-10.

Dennis Mutton
Presiding Member
Native Vegetation Council

Date:
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1. THE NATIVE VEGETATION ACT 1991

The Native Vegetation Act 199] (the Act) was proclaimed on 18 April 1991. The Act
controls the clearance of native vegetation in addition to assisting the conservation,
management and research of native vegetation on lands outside the National Parks and
Wildlife (NPW) parks and reserves system. The major feature of the Act is:

« The appointment of a seven-member Native Vegetation Council (NVC) responsible for the
effective administration of the Act, including decisions on clearance applications and the
provision of advice on matters pertaining to the condition of native vegetation in the State
to the Minister for Environment and Conservation (the Minister) as Minister responsible
for the administration of the Act.

The objects of the Act, in summary, include:

s Prevent further:
o reduction of biological diversity and degradation of land and its soil, and
o loss of quantity and quality of native vegetation in South Australia; and
o loss of eritical habitat.

« The provision of incentives and assistance to landholders in relation to the preservation,
enhancement and management of native vegetation.

» The encouragement of research into the management of native vegetation.
» The encouragement of the re-establishment of native vegetation.

Historically, high levels of vegetation clearance have occurred in South Australia and the
majority of remnant native vegetation is outside the formal NPW parks and reserves system.

The effective administration of the Act by the NVC is contributing to the implementation of
South Australia’s Strategic Plan (SASP), specifically, Target 3.1 Lose no Species (lose no
known native species as a result of human impacts) and Target 3.2 Land Biodiversity
(establish five biodiversity corridors aimed at maximising ecological outcomes particularly in
the face of climate change) by 2010.

Major Provisions of the Native Vegetation Act 1991
Native Vegetation Fund

The Act establishes the Native Vegetation Fund (the Fund), monies from which are made
available for the management of Heritage Agreement areas, research into the preservation,
large scale conservation, restoration and management of native vegetation once established or
reinstated on cleared land. The Fund consists of an annual allocation appropriated by
Parliament, clearance application fees, monies paid into the Fund to achieve a Significant
Environmental Benefit (SEB), and penalties from civil and summary enforcement
proceedings. The Act provides that monies paid into the Fund as SEB payments or penalties
must be managed by the NVC to establish or regenerate native vegetation in the region where
the clearance or breach has occurred. All receipts and payments in relation to the Fund must
be kept by the NVC. The Auditor General may at any time, and must at least once in each
year, audit the accounts of the Fund.



Heritage Agreements

The Act provides for the establishment of Heritage Agreements over areas of native
vegetation. The Minister must not enter into, vary or terminate a heritage agreement without
first consulting and obtaining the approval of the NVC.

The landholder retains legal ownership of the land under a Heritage Agreement. A Heritage
Agreement is registered on the title of the land and passes on to, and is binding on, any
subsequent owners for the term of the agreement. Agreements are generally written in
perpetuity. An owner of land that is subject to a heritage agreement may apply to the NVC
for management assistance. The NVC must keep a register of Heritage Agreements entered
into under this Act,

Principles of Clearance

Clearance means any activity that could cause substantial damage to native plants, including
cutting down, removal, burning, poisoning, slashing of understorey, removal of branches (for
example, brush cutting or woodcutting), drainage or flooding of land and, in some
circumstances, grazing.

An important part of the Act is the set of provisions relating to clearance applications lodged
by landholders. In deciding whether to consent to an application to ¢clear native vegetation,
the NVC must refer to the Principles of Clearance listed in Schedule 1 of the Act. The
principles relate to, amongst others, plant species diversity, significant remnants, wetlands,
soil erosion and the potential for clearance to exacerbate flooding. In general the NVC must
not make a decision that is seriously at variance with these principles. In its deliberations on
clearance applications the NVC also considers practical aspects of farm management,
bushfire management, and it may consent to clearance under specified conditions. Any
clearance approved by the NVC in ordinary circumstances, may be subject to conditions
ensuring that the approved clearance is offset by a Significant Environmental Benefit (SEB).

The SEB may be achieved ‘on ground’ through revegetation, regeneration or protection
works on the same or adjacent properties or a payment into the Fund.

Compliance

The Act provides for civil and summary enforcement proceedings for any infringement of the
Act. Significantly, any conviction for the illegal clearance of native vegetation requires the
NVC to initiate proceedings in the Environment Resources and Development Court seeking
an order to ‘make good’ that breach.

To monitor and review the condition of native vegetation across the State, the NVC has an
ongoing change detection program utilising satellite imagery.

Native Vegetation Regulations 2003

Associated with the Act are the Native Vegetation Regulations 2003. A number of the
regulations describe specific circumstances where clearance of native vegetation can be
undertaken without the need for a formal consent from the NVC. Other regulations, while
excluding the need to formally apply for the clearance of native vegetation, have quite
detailed provisions that need to be fulfilled to the satisfaction of the NVC in order for the
action to be considered exempt. This might include the need to establish an SEB. The
regulations extend the definition of native vegetation to include the protection of certain dead
trees where they provide, or have the potential to provide habitat for animals of a listed
threatened species.

9.



Clearance of native vegetation enabled by a regulation does not apply to land protected under
a Heritage Agreements except where explicitly stated by that regulation.

In some cases, even though clearance may be exempt by the Native Vegetation Regulations,
there may be constraints under other legislation which need to be complied with, such as the
River Murray Aet 2003, Water Resources Act 1997, Natural Resources Management Act
2004, Development Act 1993, Adelaide Dolphin Sanctuary Aet 2005 and the Commonwealth
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999,

Variations to the Native Vegetation Regulations 2003

The Native Vegetation Variation Regulations 2009 came into operation on the 10 September
2009,

New Regulation 5(1)(Ib) permits the clearance of native vegetation necessary for public
safety. The Minister for Environment and Conservation may authorise by notice in the
government gazette, a person or body to approve clearance necessary to maintain public
safety. A gazettal for this purpose was established 17 December 2009 with the approval
authority given to those persons holding the positions of Presiding Member NVC, Executive
Officer NVC and Manager, Native Vegetation Management and Biodiversity Unit, DWLBC.

The making of new Regulation 5(A) establishes a new process for vegetation clearance
associated with bushfire protection and management, with much of the decision making on
clearance issues being made under authorisation of the NVC by the SA CFS. The
amendment, amongst other things, allows a landowner, with the approval SA CFS, to
undertake the clearance of native vegetation for the purposes of fire protection or control,
where the clearance is more than 20 metres from a prescribed building or more than 5 metres
from a prescribed structure,

The Native Vegetation (Miscellaneous) Amendment Bill 2008
The Native Vegetation (Miscellaneous) Amendment Bill 2008, introduced to Parliament in
2008, lapsed when Parliament was prorogued.

The key provisions of the Bill related to offsets for vegetation clearance, and membership of
the Native Vegetation Council. The Bill also provided for improved flexibility for the
delivery of SEB offsets for vegetation clearance outside of a region where the clearance
occurred.



2. THE NATIVE VEGETATION COUNCIL

Functions

The NVC's principal functions pursuant to the Act include:

to keep the condition of the native vegetation of the State under review

to advise the Minister about matters pertaining to the preservation and management of
existing native vegetation, and the re-establishment of native vegetation

to determine applications for consent to clear native vegetation

to encourage research into research into the preservation, enhancement and management
of native vegetation and the re-establishment of native vegetation on cleared land the re-
establishment of native vegetation

to administer the Fund.

Membership

The Act establishes the NVC, allowing for the appointment of seven members by the
Governor. All members of the NVC must have some knowledge of, and experience in, the
preservation and management of native vegetation.

The Governor appointed the present NVC on 3 September 2009 for a two-year term expiring
on 2 September 2011. The new Council held its first meeting on 27 October 2009.

Presiding Member
Dennis Ray Mutton, Nominee of the Minister for Environment and Conservation

Members
Jennifer Anne Lillecrapp, Nominee of the South Australian Farmers Federation

Ali Ben Kahn, Nominee of the Conservation Council of 5.A.

Penelope Ann Paton, Nominee of the Natural Resources Management Council

Jayne Alison Bates, Nominece of the Local Governmeni Association Inc.

Bruce Conrad Munday, Neminee of the Minister for Environment and Conservation

Deputy Members
Kent Martin (Depulty to Lillecrapp)

Fraser James Vickery (Deputy to Ben Kalin)

Evelyn Grace Poole (Deputy to Paton)
Barry Kym McHugh (Deputy to Bates)
Joseph Lindsay Keynes (Deputy to Munday)

The Commonwealth Minister has advised the Minister for Environment and Conservation
that the Commonwealth will no longer nominate a member for the NVC, In the absence of a
Commonwealth nominee the NVC consists of six members and five deputies. No Deputy
Presiding Member has been appointed.

Executive Officer:  Craig Whisson
Secretary: Trudi Duffield



The previous NVC membership term lapsed on 17 August 2009 and its final meeting was
held 13 August 2009. Membership at that time consisted of:

Presiding Member
Dennis Ray Mutton, Nominee of the Minister for Environment and Conservation

Members
Mark Dennis, Nominee of the South Australian Farmers Federation

Ali Ben Kahn, Nominee aof the Conservation Council af 5.4.

Penelope Ann Paton, Nominee of the Natural Resources Management Council
Jayne Alison Bates, Nominee of the Local Government Association Inc.

Bruce Conrad Munday, Noeminee of the Minister for Environment and Conservation

Deputy Members
Kent Martin (Deputy to Dennis)

Fraser James Vickery (Deputy to Ben Kahn)
Evelyn Grace Poole (Deputy to Paton)

Kym McHugh (Deputy to Bates)

Janice Roslyn Kelly (Deputy to Munday)

Subcommittees

Native Vegetation Assessment Panel
Chair: Bruce Munday (The Minister’s representative)

Ali Ben Kahn (Conservation Council of SA nominee)

Jennifer Lillecrapp (SA Farmers Federation nominee)

Native Vegetation Council Grants Subcommittee

Chair; Dennis Mutton (Presiding Member Native Vegetation Council)
Penny Paton (Natural Resources Management Council nominee)
Bruce Munday (The Minister’s representative)

Native Vegetation Council Fire Subcommittee .

Chair: Ali Ben Kahn (Conservation Council of SA nominee)
Adam Gray (Local Government nominee)

Andrew Lawson (SA Country Fire Service nominee)

Deputy to Ben Kahn: Joe Keynes

Deputy to Gray: David Hitchcock

Deputy to Lawson: Leigh Miller



Staffing

The NVC is assisted by the Secretary, the Executive Officer and as required by other officers
employed by the DWLBC under the Public Sector Act 2009.

The numbers and expertise of departmental staff working on native vegetation issues are of
critical importance to the NVC, as it relies almost solely on the DWLBC officers, in
particular members of the Native Vegetation and Biodiversity Management (NV&BM) Unit
for administration, technical and scientific advice.

The NVC has appreciated the high level of service provided by all Departmental staff.



3. KEY ACTIVITIES OF THE COUNCIL FOR 2009-10

During 2009-10 five formal meetings of the NVC were convened with an extraordinary
meeting in April being held in the Mid North as part of the NVC regional trip. Details of
business undertaken by the NVC during the 2009-10 financial year are as follows:

Policy Matters

During 2009-10 the NVC continued to focus on policies and procedures for native vegetation
clearance applications.

Management of Native Vegetation to reduce the impact of Bushfire

As part of the Ministerial review of Native Vegetation and Bushfires an accredited training
manual and training program was jointly developed by the NVC, DWLBC, DEH and SA
CFS for SA CFS Regional Prevention Officers, SA CFS Regional Planning Officers and
relevant SA MFS Officers. In September 2009, on behalf of the NVC, officers from
NV&BM Unit conducted two training sessions for SA CFS and SA MFS officers. The key
component of the training involved a comprehensive understanding of the new ‘Guidelines
for the Management of Native Vegetation and Bushfire' and its role as a tool for achieving a
consistent and planned approach to bushfire protection and management of fuel hazards
across South Australia.

Variations to the Native Vegetation Regulations 2003 (introduced September 2009) saw SA
CFS established as the approving authority for vegetation clearance associated with bushfire
protection matters. The Chief Officer (or authorised delegate under the Fire and Emergency
Services Act 2005) of the SA CFS may authorise clearance beyond 20 metres of a prescribed
building or beyond 5 metres of a prescribed structure,

The clearance of native vegetation for fire prevention and control (under Regulation 5A) does
not require an SEB.

Public Safety

Concerns for public safety led to the development and introduction of Regulation 5(1)(Ib) in
September 2009. This new Regulation allows for the clearance of native vegetation to be
exempt, where that work is necessary to protect the public. It does not stipulate
circumstances where it may apply or the area of clearance. The new regulation facilitates
actions such as clearance impacting on safe approach and departure of flight paths at local
council controlled airports and has enabled issues to be addressed around the clearance of
native vegetation along roads and at rail crossings where the vegetation may be seen as a
public risk.

In consultation with the Department of Transport, Energy and Infrastructure (DTEI), the
Local Government Association (LGA) and the NVC a framework is being developed to
implement Regulation 5(1)(Ib) to ensure clear understanding and consistency for the
clearance of roadside and rail crossings native vegetation to protect public safety.

The clearance of native vegetation for public safety (under Regulation 5(1)(lb)} does not
require an SEB.

Variation to the Native Vegetation Regulations 2003
Pursuant to Native Vegetation Regulation 5A., the Minister for Environment and
Conservation authorised, by notice in the government Gazette (22 October 2009), all lands

-7 -



under the care and control of the Minister for Forests and all lands held, owned and managed
by SA Water to be a class of land within South Australia where the clearance of native
vegetation may occur for the purpose of reducing combustible material on that land. These
fuel reduction works are to be undertaken in accordance with a Standard Operating Procedure
(SOP) approved by the NVC.

Following amendments to the Native Vegetation Regulation 5(1)(zd) the NVC adopted the
policy to vary the SEB requirements following authorised clearance of native vegetation for
the construction of pipelines (petroleum industry and water supply). The SEB determination
will be consistent with the NVC document Guidelines for a Native Vegetation Significant
Environmental Benefit Policy for the clearance of native vegetation associated with the
Mining and Petroleum Industry.

In consultation with DEH the NVC resoived to adopt a policy position on collection of
*whole plants’ when undertaken in accordance with a Scientific Research Permit , as being a
clearance consent under the terms of the Native Vegetation Aet 1991, This policy is in
recognition of potential conflict with Regulation 5(1)(zb) wording.

Regional Visits
Mid North Regional Trip

The NVC seeks to undertake a trip to regional South Australia during the course of each year
as an opportunity to identify and discuss issues with regional communities and an opportunity
to improve processes and procedures while still recognising the need to maintain the
objectives of the Act. Following this year's regional trip NVC are looking to undertake two
regional trips per year, taking in SEB areas and areas of compliance.

On Wednesday 28 April 2010, the NVC travelled to Bimbowrie Conservation Park and
Boolcoomatta pastoral lease, held by Bush Heritage Australia. The tour of Bimbowrie
involved an inspection of the weed control works funded by Exco Gold to achieve the SEB
requirements associated with clearance of native vegetation for the establishment and
operation of the mine. Weed control is being undertaken under the supervision of DEH
within the South Willows Dam and the Bimbowrie Creek areas of the reserve. The NVC also
inspected the rangeland recovery and total grazing pressure management (destocking and
feral goat management) being undertaken on Bimbowrie, including mulga regeneration and
benefits to the Yellow Footed Rock Wallaby (YFRW) population on the reserve. There is
clear evidence that there has been an increase in the population of the YFRW on the reserve
as a result of these management actions and the significant reduction in grazing pressure.

The NVC also travelled to the adjacent Boolcoomata property to meet with the Bush Hentage
Australia staff and view works undertaken using the NVC SEB grant monies. Those works
are aimed at establishing management planning strategies and practices, including the re-
establishment of historical drainage patterns across the reserve and effective reduction in total
grazing pressure to complement similar works being undertaken by DEH on Bimbowrie.
Both projects reinforced the values of establishing and supporting complementary landscape
scale projects of this nature. NVC members were impressed with the level of works,
commitment and local knowledge associated with the implementation of these two projects.

On Thursday 29 April, the NVC met with Regional Council of Goyder, Clare & Gilbert
Valleys Council, the SA Arid Lands, Northern Yorke and SA Murray Darling Basin NRM
Boards to identify and discuss issues of concern to those bodies. Issues discussed were the
increased impact of off road motor bikes and the associated destruction to native vegetation
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in road reserves and council reserves, bushfire management and other vegetation clearance
issues.

South East

In October 2009 the NVC Presiding Member and the NVC Executive Officer met with the
District Council of Grant to discuss ongoing issues associated with the clearance of native
vegetation for the future expansion of the Port MacDonnell Cemetery. Discussions focussed
on the potential options for the establishment of additional areas for grave sites that would
not need further (or minimal) clearance of native vegetation. The District Council of Grant
agreed to undertake the development of a 50 year plan covering the operational issues of the
cemetery grave sites and the management of native vegetation. That plan has been prepared
and considered by the Native Vegetation Assessment Panel (NVAP), with a small amount
(0.06ha) of additional vegetation clearance endorsed to facilitate the effective operation of the
cemetery.

During this same trip discussions were also held with the District Council of Grant and SA
CFS regional staff around the need for fuel reduction and bushfire prevention works
associated with Tarpeena and other townships in the district. The NVC were able to confirm
that the changes to the Native Vegetation Regulations in September 2009 now allow for
decision making on fuel reduction issues to be managed by the Regional SA CFS. This
matter has been resolved consistent with the amended regulations.

Eyre Peninsula

In February 2010 the NVC Presiding Member, the NVC Executive Officer and the Chief
Officer SA CFS visited Port Lincoln to meet with the Port Lincoln Bushfire Prevention
Committee and key community members to discuss native vegetation management rules and
the separate responsibilities of the various organisations including local councils, the NVC
and the SA CFS. Port Lincoln has an approved bushfire management plan (covering both
private and public land) which gives local council and landholders the responsibility to
implement fuel reduction works. A key factor for Eyre Peninsula and bushfire prevention is
the continued education and training on issues related to fuel reduction (particularly around
dwellings and other buildings).

Heritage Agreement Applications

The NVC and NVAP considered 30 applications over 8990.91 ha for the Minister to enter
into Heritage Agreements. This protected land supports the wider state reserve system under
the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1972

Clearance Issues

Since the enactment of the Native Vegetation Management Act 1985 and the Native
Vegetation Act 1991, South Australia has been a national leader in managing the clearance of
native vegetation. This has had important outcomes for the protection of biodiversity and for
control over land degradation, including salinisation.

With the exception of clearance provided for by Native Vegetation Regulations, the clearance
of intact native vegetation with significant biodiversity value is not permitted by the Act
without approval,

Following the introduction of the Native Vegetation Regulations 2003, the range of activities
and development able to be assessed under the Regulations has broadened. Since 2003 there
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has been a trend towards a higher proportion of matters seeking clearance approval under the
Regulations rather than formal clearance applications under Section 28 of the Act.
Summary of Clearance Applications under Section 28 of the Native Vegetation Act

During 2009-10, 38 clearance applications were approved' with clearance consent bein§
granted to over 1074.24 ha’of native vegetation. This included the clearance of 356 trees
and 999 ha of brush r:.ut'tin,g‘i (Melaleuca uncinata) that is anticipated to regenerate naturally.

The SEB established to offset the above clearance included the management or restoration of
320 ha of native vegetation and payments into the Native Vegetation Fund of $39 804.

Detailed information on Section 28 applications is presented in Appendix 1.

Summary of Clearance matters under the Native Vegetation Regulations

In 2009-10, 259 clearance matters consistent with the Native Vegetation Regulations were
approved’ of which 142 were assessed by the NV&BM Unit, 42 under authorisation to the
SA CFS and 75 under delegation as set out in Table 1.

Table 1: Clearance decisions under Regulations by delegation 2009-10

Organisation with delegated officers Number of clearance decisions under
Regulation

Primary Industry & Resources SA 6
SA Water 22
Department of Transport Energy & 37
Infrastructure

Forestry SA 9
ElectraNet 1

In addition to the clearance outlined above an unknown area was cleared under regulations
that do not require consultation with the NVC or officers from the DWLBC e.g. clearance to
establish and or maintain fence lines, tracks etc.

A number of regulations require the establishment of an SEB. During the 2009-10 financial
year, SEB payments for matters considered under the Regulations totalled $1 405 529.
Because payment is not triggered until clearance oceurs, some of these payments may not be
received until 2010-11 financial year.

' 58 clearance applications in 2008-09 (under Section 28)

; 3841 ha of native vegetation in 2008-09 (under Section 28)
479 trees in 2008-09 (under Section 28)

*3744 ha brush cutting in 2008-09 (under Section 28)

* 233 clearance applications in 2008-09 (under NV Regulations)
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Delegations

In the reporting period 2009-10 the NVC made no request for new delegations of powers and
functions to the Minister for Environment and Conservation, the Minister to whom
administration of the Act is committed.

Native Vegetation Council Subcommittees
Native Vegetation Assessment Panel (NVAP)

In September 2007 the NVC established the Native Vegetation Assessment Panel (NVAP) as
a subcommittee, to determine vegetation clearance matters, Heritage Agreement applications
and other operational issues pursuant to the Native Vegetation Act 1991 and the Native
Vegetation Regulations 2003.

The NVAP is a panel for operational decision-making, under the delegation of the NVC, It
hears representations from proponents in relation to matters under the Native Vegetation
Regulation and pursuant to Section 29(10)(b) for clearance applications. In making
decisions, the NVAP has regard to comments as required, including Regional NRM Board
comment (under 5. 29(5) of the Act) and local government comment. The NVAP also has
delegation to initiate civil proceedings in the Environment. Resources and Development
Court (ERD Court) and provide direction on the terms of any order sought from the ERD
Court to make good a breach of the Act.

The Minister's representative, Dr Bruce Munday, chairs the NVAP meetings with the balance
of the three-member committee being Ms Ali Ben Kahn (Conservation Council of SA
nominee) and Ms Jennifer Lillecrapp (SA Farmers Federation nominee). Ms Lillecrapp was
appointed to the committee at the NVC October meeting. The members’ deputies support the
subcommittee in the absence of a member., The NVAP has established clear policy on
decision-making and has access to outside expertise as required.

In 2009-10 the NVAP held nine meetings to consider 30 Clearance Applications (including
15 under Regulations) and 13 Management Plans. The NVAP also considered three Heritage
Agreements, eight amended Heritage Agreements and reviewed a further two Heritage
Agreements,

Native Vegetation Council Grants Subcommittee (GSC)
Significant Environmental Benefit Grants

The NVC launched the Significant Environmental Benefit (SEB) Grants Program in October
2008. The NVC Grants Subcommittee oversees the SEB grants, establishes SEB priorities,
and assesses application for the allocation of funds.

The SEB grants are an opportunity for organisations seeking funding for biodiversity projects
that will assist in the large-scale conservation, restoration and management of native
vegetation across NRM regions at a landscape scale. Funding of approved SEB projects are
sourced from monies paid into the Fund.

SEB Grant applications are assessed against the NVC priorities and consistency with
strategies and priorities identified in regional NRM plans. To date the NVC has supported 20
projects and approved $3.3 million under the SEB grant program since 2008.

The 2009 SEB grant ‘Grassy Woodland Restoration — Woodcutters Road’, saw the discovery
of three native plants (Veronica derwentiana ssp. Homalodonta commonly known as Mount
Lofty Speedwell, the extremely rare Brachymcome diversifolia commonly known as the Tall
Daisy, and the endangered Todea barbara known as King Fern) on an Adelaide Hills
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property included as part of the larger group of properties managed under the grants scheme.
The Mount Lofty Speedwell is believed to be one of only 200 growing in South Australia and
cannot be found anywhere else in the world.

In 2009 the NVC Grants subcommittee considered an SEB Grant application for the purchase
of Witchelina Station by the Nature Foundation SA to protect and maintain habitat for rare
and threatened species. The property is south of Lake Eyre. The subcommittee recognised
that there were insufficient funds for that NRM region and while supporting the concept,
suggested alternative and additional funding be identified that would enable the project to
proceed. The Nature Foundation SA managed to secure additional funding and, as an
alternative to an SEB Fund Grant and following consultation, the NVC supported the direct
approach to mining and petroleum companies to assist in funding the purchase as a
mechanism to offset their SEB obligations under the Act.  Witchelina Station was purchased
in February 2010 by the Nature Foundation SA and is recognised for its biodiversity
outcomes as an SEB outcome, consistent with the terms of the Act.

The 2010 round for SEB grants were advertised for two weeks beginning 15 May 2010 in the
Adelaide Advertiser, NRM Jobs and SA Biz with a closing date 30 June 2010. All
applications will be assessed in July 2010,

Some projects extend over several years, reflecting the long-term nature of these projects.

Research Grants

The NVC Grants Subcommittee also oversees the NVC's annual call for Research Grants,
establishes research priorities, assesses and makes decisions for the allocation of funds for all
applications against the NVC priorities.

The 2009-10 call for native vegetation research grant applications ran from 18 July to 25 July
2009 in the Adelaide Advertiser, NRM Jobs and SA Biz with a closing date of 4 September
2009. The Subcommittee held a formal meeting in October 2009 to assess 39 applications of
which 11 applicants were successful. The NVC approved expenditure of $197 135 from the
Fund, including the $84 262 committed to research from the 2008-09 round. The NVC
endorsed the expenditure of $119 143 to support grants continuing over several financial
years. Continued funding of these grants will be reviewed annually, subject to an acceptable
Progress Report and the availability of funds.

Throughout the year the Grants Subcommittee held ten on-line meetings to consider 28
Progress and 15 Final Reports on previously approved research grants.

Final reports of projects will be made available to the public via the NVC website. Where
applicants intend to publish the results of the research in journals, upon request to the NVC,
publication rights of authors will be protected for a period of up to 24 months from project
completion, providing an abstract and likely source of publication is provided with the final
report,

Native Vegetation Council Fire Subcommittee

The NVC Fire Subcommittee was established by the NVC in 2006 and has delegation under
Section 15(8) of the Native Vegetation Act 1991 for all matters involving the clearance of
native vegetation in relation to fire. In October 2009 the NVC elected Ms Ali Ben Kahn as
the Chair and Mr Joe Keynes as Deputy to the NVC Fire Subcommittee. Representatives of
the SA CFS and the LGA were re-clected. The subcommittee is elected for a term of two

years and under its Terms of Reference (ToR) may, at the end of the two year term, be re-
elected.
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Amendments to the Native Vegetation Regulations and amendments to the Fire and
Emergency Services Act 2005 have changed the role of the Fire Subcommittee from a
decision making body on native vegetation clearance associated with bushfire prevention
plans to that of an advising body on the planning process associated with bushfire prevention
plans. The subcommittee continues to approve burmn plans for DEH, ForestrySA and SA
Water in accordance with their SOP. The ToR for the Fire Subcommittee has been amended
to reflect the changed role. The subcommittee continues to report all fire related matters and
outcome of fire related issues to the NVC meetings.

During 2009-10 the NVC Fire Subcommittee held two *on site’ meetings and eight electronic
meetings to consider 13 Fire Management Plans.

DEH are developing a landscape approach to fire management in the development of fire
management plans for National Parks and Wildlife reserves incorporating adjoining
landowner and Heritage Agreement land. This approach is supported by the NVC.

Roadside Vegetation Management

In April 2009, the NVC proposed a review of issues surrounding the management of roadside
vegetation including streamlining the processes involved in developing Roadside Vegetation
Management Plans for District Councils. This review was subsequently supported by the
LGA.

The review will be conducted with the aim of simplifying the existing Roadside Vegetation
Management Plan guidelines under Native Vegetation Regulation 5(1)(y), and to develop a
series of associated fact sheets and operational templates for District Council’s and
practitioners.

A Working Group consisting of representatives from the LGA, DWLBC, NVC Secretariat
and District Council Regional NRM Officers has been established to implement the review.

The implementation of the review has begun. However its progress has been delayed
because of priority work on the development and rollout of the recent Bushfire Guidelines,
and the development of an operational framework to define the circumstances where Native
Vegetation Regulation 5(1)(Ib) — Clearance for Public Safety, should apply to clearance of
roadside native vegetation. An indicative timeline for completing the review is the end of
August 2010,

During the 2009-10, the NVC approved and finalised five Roadside Management Plans
submitted by District Councils and approved three Plans for finalisation awaiting District
Council clarification.

Vegetation Management Activities

The NVC maintained its on-going program to support Heritage Agreement landholders in the
management of native vegetation protected under Heritage Agreement. An amount of
$85 085 was spent from the Fund for grants to Heritage Agreement landholders. This will
assist in the improved management of the protected areas and assist in the administration of
the projects. The NVC spent $233 755 on the provision of fencing to exclude stock or to
minimise grazing pressure from the Heritage Agreement areas. This program has been
critical for the effective management of areas protected under Heritage Agreements by
supporting and enhancing landowner commitment to the management of these important
areas.
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Native Vegetation Information System

The DWLBC undertook an analysis of requirements for information systems needed to
support the administration of the Act in 2008. This confirmed the need to update existing
Native Vegetation databases currently in use by the Agency and replace those now
unsupported systems with what has become known as the Native Vegetation Information
System (NVIS). Following commitment of funding by the DWLBC and in partnership with
the NVC, the Department’s existing customer relationship management platform has been
leveraged and extended to support the administration of the Act. The new functionality, due
to come on line in July 2010, will improve tracking and reporting of clearance applications,
matters under regulation, heritage agreements and unauthorised clearance reports and, in
doing so, will raise levels of customer service.

Significant Environmental Benefit Monitoring

A process was trialled in 2009-10 for monitoring on-ground SEB offsets for their compliance
with consent conditions. A total of 43 sites across four NRM regions were assessed for
compliance with consent conditions and their biodiversity value, with the management of
each site discussed with the landholder. This information will be used to inform the
development of the monitoring and compliance program for SEB offsets into 2010-11 and
beyond.
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4. COMPLIANCE WITH THE NATIVE VEGETATION ACT
Reports Received 2009-10:  Alleged Illegal Clearance

During 2009-10 the Compliance and Monitoring Unit within the NV&LM Unit, received 255
reports alleging clearance of native vegetation contrary to the Native Vegetation Act 1991.
These reports are presented by NRM region in Table 1 alongside data for the five preceding
financial years.

Table 1: Reports Received by NRM Region 2004-05 to 2009-10

NRM Region 04-05 | 05-06 | 06-07 | 07-08 | 08-09 09-10
Adelaide & Mount Lofty Ranges 41 60 54 59 77 49 (19%)
Eyre Peninsula 16 29 15 25 31 48 (19%)
Kangaroo Island 14 27 12 4 10 18 (7%)
Northemn & Yorke 26 23 17 11 23 37 (15%)
COutback 9 ] 8 2 2 1(1%)
SA Murray Darling Basin 3l 36 2] 30 44 48 (19%)
South East 26 48 31 30 36 54 (21%)
TOTAL 163 229 157 161 223 155

The number of total reports received for 2009-10 is the highest amount recorded over the six
years of collecting data. The 2005-06 and 2008-09 financial years are the closest to 2009-10
with 229 and 223 reports respectively. Of the 255 reports 55 or 22 percent were detected
using the Change Detection Program (CDP). The CDP uses Satellite imagery as a
mechanism to detect changes in native vegetation cover.

Across the NRM Regions the Eyre Peninsula, Northern and Yorke and the South East all
reported significant increases over previous years. The increase across the three NRM
regions has been influenced by the number of reports detected though the CDP, in particular
the Eyre Peninsula where 14 of the 53 reports came through this program.

The most prominent difference from previous years is the reduction in reports received for
2009-10 from the Adelaide & Mount Lofty Ranges NRM region with the second lowest
reports received since 2004-05. Only 19 percent of reports for 2009-10 came from the
Adelaide & Mount Lofty Ranges NRM Region compared to 34 percent from 2008-09
financial year.

Action taken from Reports received 2009-10: Alleged lllegal Clearance

A range of options are available to resolve a report of illegal clearance. The Native
Vegetation Compliance Guidelines provide direction to officers on the use of the various
compliance and enforcement tools. These Guidelines provide transparency and consistency
in the enforcement of the Act and are important principles of administration. The following is
a list of options available to resolve a report of clearance:
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o Exempt Non-native - Where clearance has been investigated and assessed to be non-
native vegetation as per the Act.

o FExempt — Native Vegetation Repulation 2003 - Where clearance has been
investigated and assessed to be in accordance with the Native Vegetation Regulation
2003.

e No Further Action — Investigation has not been able to determine the offender or the
clearance has occurred outside of the jurisdiction of the Act.

s Education Letter — Where clearance is assessed to be trivial as per the Mative
Vegetation Guidelines and occurs by accident or through ignorance. An educational
letter is sent that states the clearance that has occurred and includes information about
native vegetation, its value and obligations for its protection.

o  Written Caution — Where clearance is trivial, or minor and accidental or mistaken, and
not a repeat occurrence, a formal caution is issued.

» Enforcement Notice (section 31E of the Act) — Expressly authorised officers may
issue this administrative order where they have reasonable grounds to believe that
clearance has occurred. These notices are commonly referred to as ‘Stop Work® or
‘Make Good” notices. A make good order requires the landowner to undertake minor
remedial works to rectify clearance actions and can only be issued if the clearance is
assessed to be minor,

* Expiation — A $500 fine may be issued by an authorised officer, with the authority of
the NVC. This is issued when the clearance is assessed to be minor.

e Refer for Investigation — action is taken where it is believed that a moderate or serious
offence under the Act has occurred and an investigation is required to gather further
evidence to pursue legal proceedings.

» Pending Further Information — New clearance reports still in the process of

investigation within the Native Vegetation and Biodiversity Management Unit.

Figure 1 summarises the actions taken from reports of alleged illegal clearance for 2009-10
financial year. Of the 255 reports received for the financial year 68 reports or 27 percent
where consider to be exempt under the Native Vegetating Regulations 2003. The majority of
the exempt clearances were related to bush fire protection around dwellings or detected
though the CDP and verified to be planted vegetation, seasonal variation in cover or wild
fires.
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Figure 1: Action taken from Reports Received for 2009-10 financial year
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Change Detection Program

The use of satellite imagery as a mechanism to detect changes in native vegetation cover and
subsequent possible breaches of the Native Vegetation Act 1991 has been established through
the Change Detection Program since 2004. The objectives of the program are to monitor for
any loss in quantity or quality of native vegetation in the rural agricultural regions of South
Australia. The program seeks to meet the objectives of the Act though the conservation,
protection and enhancement of the native vegetation of the State, in particular remnant native
vegetation.

Landsat satellite imagery and data used is currently sourced for cost of supply only from the
Australian Commonwealth Department of Climate Change (DOCC). The images and data
provided form the basis of products of the National Carbon Accounting System. The DOCC
give priority on delivery for the CDP understanding the time constraints, however the
processing of the original data is done by external contractors producing variables on the
timing of delivery for which DOCC have no control over. Late last year imagery from both
2008 and 2009 was provided at the same time with data comparing 2007 with 2008 and 2008
with 2009 (imagery is acquired during the summer period of each year).

Of the 255 reports (Figure 1) received from 2009-10, 54 were detected though the CDP. The
following table lists, by NRM region, reports detected though the CDP.
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Table 2: Reports Received by CDP by NRM Region 2009-10

Adelaide & Mount Lofty Ranges 2
Eyre Peninsula 14
Kangaroo Island 7
Northern & Yorke 9
Qutback 0
SA Murray Darling Basin 9
South East 13
TOTAL 54

A verification process was undertaken to consider the causes of the changes detected, which
include planted vegetation, approved or exempt clearances, seasonal variations and wild fires.
Of particular note there were a large number of relatively small sites on Eyre Peninsula. This
was due to the availability of recently acquired high resolution aerial imagery. When used in
support of the satellite imagery this imagery led to further detection of areas that were
originally seen on the lower resolution satellite imagery.

Incidences that suggest a possible breach of the Act are referred to the Native Vegetation
Compliance Steering Comunittee for recommendation on further action. This includes referral
to investigation with a view to prosecution. A summary of actions taken during 2009-10
using CDP data and imagery is presented in the Figure 2.
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Figure 2: Action taken from CDP Reports received for 2009-10 financial year.

{2



Archived CDP satellite imagery, along with reports from other sources, was accessed to assist
in determining if an area cleared was regrowth and subsequently meeting the requirements
for exemption, under the Native Vegetation Act.

Native Vegetation Compliance Steering Committee

The operation of the Native Vegetation Compliance Steering Committee continued as an
effective mechanism to review and establish directions and priorities for investigations into
possible breaches of the Act. The membership of the Committee comprises representatives
from DWLBC, NVC and DEH,

The formation, from 1 July 2010, of the Department for Water and the Department of
Environment and Natural Resources will not impact on the membership of the Committee. A
revised ‘Terms of Reference’ for the Committee is being prepared to reflect the formation of
the two new Departments.

Criminal Prosecutions

For the 2009-10 financial year there were three successful prosecutions through the Adelaide
Magistrate Court with penalties ranging from $9 000 to $244 000 and a total of $333 000.
The fine of $244 000 imposed on a South Australian company and its director for the illegal
clearance of 244 hectares from land near Barmera in the Riverland is one of South
Australia’s largest-ever unlawful clearances of native vegetation.

There are currently five ongoing prosecution matters before the courts and a further two
incidents have been referred to the Crown Solicitor’s Office for advice as to sufficiency of
evidence to proceed to prosecution.

Civil Proceedings

The Native Vegetation Act 1991 makes provision for the Environment, Resources and
Development (ERD) Court to issue an order to ‘make good® the illegal clearance of native
vegetation. That order can include requirements to re-establish native vegetation on the areas
cleared, provide for the payment into the Native Vegetation Fund for exemplary damages and
a payment taking into account any financial benefit the respondent may have gained, or could
reasonably expect to gain from the illegal clearance. The ERD Court can also require the
respondent to publicise the environmental and other consequences that would follow the
breach and the terms of the order made by the Court. This is an important process to
discourage the clearance of native vegetation and the consideration of any subsequent
penalties by the proponent as a ‘cost of development’.

Under Section 26{2a) of the Act, the NVC must initiate civil proceedings in the ERD Court
where the Magistrates Court have recorded a conviction of clearing native vegetation without
consent. The Act also allows the NVC to initiate civil actions separately without a prior
conviction being made. Civil ‘make good’ proceedings in the ERD Court can also be
initiated for a breach of a Heritage Agreement.

The ERD Court finalised one matter during 2009-10 financial year. This matter related to the
clearance of native vegetation in the Riverland over 0.2 hectares. The Court issued an order
for payment into the Fund.

The NVC has ten continuing actions in the ERD Court to *make good’ the illegal clearance of
native vegetation. [t is anticipated that at least three of these will be finalised early in the
2010-11 financial year. There are a further thirteen matters likely to proceed to the ERD
Court before the end of 2010,
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During 2009-10 the DWLBC, on behalf of the NVC, initiated a program of monitoring the
outcome of earlier orders issued by the ERD Court. One matter is currently the subject of
further investigation for failure to comply with the terms of an ERD Court order.

5. ADDITIONAL MATTERS
Equal Opportunity Programs

The gender balance of the NVC is always taken into consideration as required by the Act
when members are nominated. Following the Governor's appointment of a new NVC on 3
September 2009 the gender balance shifted from three males and three female members to
two males and four female members. In the same reporting period (1 July 2009 to 30 June
2010) the gender balance for deputy members remained at two female and three male deputy
members. The NVC has no staff of its own and so does not have any equal opportunity
programs. Members of the NVC are aware of and abide by the equal opportunity policies
and programs of the DWLBC.,

Reporting on this matter can be viewed in the DWLBC Annual Report for 2009-10.
Fraud

It is declared that there were no instances of fraud detected in the activities undertaken by the
NVC.

Financial services are provided to the NVC by the DWLBC.

Reporting on strategies to detect instances of fraud is contained in the DWLBC Annual
Report for 2009-10.

Occupational Health Safety and Welfare

There were no incidents reported by the NVC in the reporting period.

As a user of the DWLBC facilities and equipment, the NVC is aware of and abides by the
DWLBC’s OHS&W Policies. Reporting on this matter is contained in the DWLBC Annual
Report for 2009-10.

Consultants

The NVC hired no consultants during the reporting period. However, the NVC has utilised
the advice and services of Rural Solutions 5A, SA Country Fire Services, DWLBC, other
government agencies, industry and the community sector. The NVC wishes to thank those
persons who have been so generous in sharing their knowledge and experience with the
members.

Overseas Travel

It is declared that no member of the NVC has travelled overseas on the business of the NVC
during the reporting period.

Contractual Arrangements

During the reporting period the NVC did not enter contractual agreements exceeding
$4 million in value.
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Account Payment Performance

The DWLBC provides the administrative resources for processing account payments for the
NVC. Reporting on this matter is contained in the DWLBC Annual Report for 2009-10.

The Auditor General audits the Native Vegetation Fund annually.

Disability Action Plan

Members of the NVC are aware of and abide by their obligations under the Commonwealth
Disability Discrimination Act 1992 and the SA Equal Opportunity Act 1984.

Reporting on this matter is contained in the DWLBC Annual Report for 2009-10.

Freedom of Information

As a DWLBC administered entity, the NVC participates and abides by the arrangements
outlined in the DWLBC Freedom of Information regime.

Reporting on this matter is contained in the DWLBC Annual Report for 2009-10.

Whistleblowers Protection Act 1993

Reporting requirements against the Whistleblowers Protection Act 1993 require the NVC to
report on the number of occasions on which public interest information has been disclosed to
a Responsible Officer of the agency. There were no disclosures made during the 2009 - 2010
financial year.

Energy Efficiency Action Plan Reports

The NVC uses the facilities and services of staff of the DWLBC,

Reporting on this matter is contained in the DWLBC Annual Report for 2009-10.

Regional Impact Assessment Statement

The NVC undertook no Regional Impact Assessment Statements in 2009-10.
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6. FINANCIAL STATEMENT OF THE NATIVE VEGETATION FUND FOR THE
YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2010

Audited financial statements are attached (Appendix 4).
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Appendix 2: Native Vegetation Clearance Under Section 28 2009-10

Comparison of Last Ten Financial Years
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Appendix 3: Matters considered under the Native Vegetation
Regulations
Regulation Description No of Applications | No of Applications
2008-09 2009-10
Dwellings and Associated 43 32
5(1)(a) Structures
5(1)(ab) Residential Sub-division 10 2
Prescribed buildings and 1
structures other than
5(1)(b) dwellings
Development subject to S48 1
5(1)(c) — Development Act
Public Interest or 64+30%+10° 49+13°+1 7
5(1)(d) Infrastructure
Minor Clearance - 1 3
5(1)(da) Developments
Repair or Maintenance of s 1
5(1) (g) Infrastructure
r 14374
5(1)(h) Commissioner of Highways
5(1)(1) Safety 24 . 24
Fire Prevention and 1247 0
5(1)}m) Protection
5(1)(t) Vehicle Track 1 6
5(1)w) Fuel Breaks 2
S(1)(y) Roadside Vegetation 1 1
5(1)(zc) & Mining Exploration & 2+2" 6"
(zd) Operations
5(1)(zfa) Regrowth Management Plan | 3 6
5(1)(zj) Management Problems 8 3
*
Preserving, Enhancing 1 249
5(1)(zi) Biological Diversity
Council Reserves, Fire 1 0
5(1)(z) Control
Clearance for Fire 0 9% +42"
prevention and control — fuel
5A breaks
TOTAL 233 248

* applications assessed by SA Water under delegation from the NVC
4 applications assessed by DTEI under SOP endorsed by the NVC

® applications assessed by PIRSA Mining under delegation from the NVC

» applications assessed by Forestry SA under delegation from the NVC
o applications assessed by ElectraNet under delegation from the NVC
0 applications assessed by SA CFS under NV Regulation 5A
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT £ 37\ Sovernment of South Australia
- /5 Auditor-General's Department

oy

TRk

Oth Floor

State Administration Centre
200 Victona Squate
Adelaide 54 5000

DX 56208
Victona Squarne

Tel +518 8226 9640
Fan +618 8226 9688

ABN 53 327 061410

audgensa@audit sa gov.au

To the Presiding Member LA o

Mative Vegetation Council

As required by section 31 of the Public Finance and Audit Act 1987 and section 22(2) of the Native
Vegetation Act 1991, 1 have audited the accompanying financial statements of the Native Vegetation
Fund for the financlal year ended 30 June 2010. The financial statements comprise:

e A Statement of Comprehensive Income

= A Statement of Financial Position

= A Statement of Changes in Equity

= A Statement of Cash Flows

e Notes to and Farming Part of the Financial Statements and

= A Certificate from the Presiding Member, Native Vegetation Council and the Director, Finance and
Business Services of the Department for Water.

The Responsibility of the Members of the Mative Vegetation Council for the Financial
Statements

The members of the Native Vegetation Councll are responsible for the preparation and the fair
presentation of the financial statements in accordance with the Treasurer’s Instructions promulgated
under the provisions of the Public Finance and Audit Act 1987 and Australian Accounting Standards.
This responsibility includes establishing and maintaining internal controls relevant to the preparation
and fair presentation of the financial statements that are free from material misstatement, whether
due to fraud or error; selecting and applying appropriate accounting policies; and making accounting
estimates that are reasonable in the circumstances.

Auditor's Responsibility

My responsibility is to express an opinion on the financial statements based on the audit, The audit
was conducted in accordance with the requirements of the Public Finance and Audit Act 1987 and
Australian Auditing Standards. The Auditing Standards require that the auditor complies with relevant
ethical requirements relating to audit engagements and plans and performs the audit to obtain
reasonable assurance whether the financial statements are free from material misstatement.

An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit evidence about the amounts and disclosures
in the financial statements. The procedures selected depend on the auditor's judgement, including the
assessment of the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, whether due to fraud or
error. In making those risk assessments, the auditor considers internal control relevant to the entity’s
preparation and fair presentation of the financial statements in order to design audit procedures that
are appropriate in the circumstances. An audit also includes evaluating the appropriateness of the
accounting policies used and the reasonableness of accounting estimates made by the members of the
Mative Vegetation Council, as well as the overall presentation of the financial statements,

I believe that the audit evidence 1 have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for my
auditor’s opinion.



Auditor's Opinion

In my opinion, the financial statements present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of
the Mative Vegetation Fund as at 30 June 2010, and its financial performance and its cash flows for
the year then ended In accordance with the Treasurer's Instructions promulgated under the provisions
of the Public Finance and Audit Act 1987 and Australian Accounting Standards.
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5 O'MNeill
AUDITOR-GEMERAL
9 November 2010



Native Vegetation Fund

Certification of the Financial Statements

We certify that the attached general purpose financial statements for the Native Vegetation Fund:

= comply with relevant Treasurer's Instructions issued under Section 41 of the Public Finance and
Audit Act 1987 , and relevant Australian Accounting Standards -

s are in accordance with the accounts and records of the Native Vegetation Fund; and

e present a true and fair view of the financial position of the Native Vegetation Fund as at 30 June
2010 and the results of its operations and cash flows for the financial year.

We certify that the internal controls employed by the Native Vegetation Fund for the financial year over

its financial reporting and its preparation of the general purpose financial statements have been
effective throughout the reporting period.

/
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\l Danny De Cesare Dennis Mutton
Director, Finance and Business Services Presiding Member
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Mative Vegetation Fund

Statement of Comprehensive Income
For the Year Ended 30 June 2010

Mote 2010 2008
£'000 £000

Expenses
Supplies and services 4 94 143
Grants and contributions 5 2619 1296
Other expenses 84 5
Total expenses 2774 1439

Income

Fees and charges 1473 2413
Interest revenue 7 258 322
Grant revenue 8 933 572
Total income 2 664 3 307
Met cost of providing services (110) 1 868
Net result (110) -
Total comprehensive result (110) 1868

The net result and comprehensive result are atfributable to the SA Government as owner

The above stalement should be read in conjunction with the accompanying notes



MNative Vegetation Fund

Statement of Financial Position
As at 30 June 2010

Note

Current assets
Cash a
Receivables 10
Total current assets

Total assets

Current liabilities
Payables "
Total current liabilities

Total liabilities

Net assets

Retained earnings
Total equity

The total equity is attributable to the SA Government as owner

Contingent assels and liabilities 14
Unrecognised contractual commitments 16

The above statement should be read in conjunclion with the accompanying notes

2010 2008
§'000 §'000
7 376 7198

345 285
7721 7493
7721 7483

346 8

346 8

346 8
7 375 7 485
7375 7 485
7375 7 485




Native Vegetation Fund

Statement of Changes in Equity
For the Year Ended 30 June 2010

Balance at 30 June 2008

Met result for 2008/2009
Total comprehensive result for 2008/2009
Balance at 30 June 2009

Met result for 2008/2010
Total comprehensive result for 2009/2010
Balance at 30 June 2010

All changes in equity are attributable to the SA Government as owner

Retained Total
Earnings
£'000 §'000
5617 5617
1868 1 BEB
1868 1 868
7 485 T 485
(110) (110)
(110) (110)
7375 7 375

The above slalement should be read in conjunction with the accompanying nofes



Mative Vegetation Fund

Statement of Cash Flows

For the Year Ended 30 June 2010
Mote

Cash flows from operating activities
Cash outflows
Payments for supplies and services
Payments of grants and contributions
Other paymenls
Cash used in operations

Cash inflows
Interest revenue
Fees and charges
Grant receipls
Cash generated from operations
Met cash provided by operating activities 12

Met increase in cash and cash equivalents

Cash and cash equivalents at beginning of period
Cash and cash equivalents at end of period 812

2010 2009
§'000 £'000
(81) (44)
(2 281) {1 296)
- {103)
(2 372) (1 444)
250 346
1367 2230
933 572
2 550 3148
178 1704
178 1704
7198 5404
7376 7198

The above stalement should be read in conjunction with the accompanying notes
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Mative Vegetation Fund

Motes to and forming part of the Financial Statements
For the Year Ended 30 June 2010

Objectives of the Native Vegetation Fund

The Mative Vegetation Fund (the Fund) is established under Section 21 of the Native Vegelation Act 19917 (the Act). The major purpose of
the Fund is to provide funds to be applied for research, preservation, enhancameni and management of native vegelation in South Australia
and encouraging the re-establishment of native vegelation on land from which it has been previously cleared.

The Mative Vegetation Council (the Council) is respansible for the adminisiration of the Fund in accordance with the Act.

In accordance with the provisions of the Act, the council has delegated cenain functions to officers within the Depariment of Waler, Land and
Biodiversity Conservalion (DWLBC), who provide technical and agministrative support including the use of certain plant and equipment,
alfice accommodation and various administrative services, These services areé provided by DWLBC at no charge fo the council and have
not been recognised in the financial stalemenis of the Fund as it is impractical to determine the valua of these senvices.

2 Summary of significant accounting policies

{a) Statement of compliance

The financial statement Is a general-purpose financial stalement. The accounis have been prepared in accordance with relevant Ausiralian
accounting standards and Treasurer's instructions and accounting policy statements promuigated under the provision of the Public Finance
and Audit Act 1987,

Excepl for the amendments to Ausiralian Accounting Standards, AASB 2002-12, which the beard has early adopled, Ausiralian accounting
standards and Interpretations that have recently been issued or amended bul are not yel effective have not been adopted by the board for
the reporting period ending 30 June 2010. Thesa are outllined in Note 3.

The preparation of the financial statements requires:
- the use of cerain accounting estimates and requires managemenl lo exercise Hs judgement in the process of applying the Fund's
accounting policies. The areas involving a higher degree of judgement or where assumplions and estimates are significant 1o the
financial statements, these are oullined in the applicable noles;

- sccounting policies are selected and applied in a manner which ensures that the resulting financial information satisfies the concepts of
relevance and refiability, thereby ensuring that the subslance of the underlying transactions or other events are reporied, and

- compliance with accounting policy stalements issued pursuant to section 41 of the Public Finance and Audif Act 1987, In the interest of
public accountability and transparency the accounting policy statements require the following note disclosures, which have been included
in this financial report:

- Mative Vegetation Council/Committee member and remuneration information, where a councilicommittee member is enlitled to receive
incoma fram membearship other than a direct out-of-pocket reimbursement,

The Fund's Stalement of Comprehensive Income, Statement of Financial Position and Statement of Changes in Eguily have been
prepared on an accrual basis and are in accordance with hislorical cost convention,

The Statement of Cash Flows has been prepared on a cash basis.

The fingncial slalerments have been prepared based on a twelve month period and presented in Australian curmency,

The accounting policies sel oul below have been applied in preparing the financial statemenis for the year anded 30 June 2010 and the
comparative infermation presented, for the year anded 30 June 2009,

(e} Reporting entity

The financial activities of the Fund are primarily conducted through an interest bearing deposit account established pursuant to seclion 8 of
the Public Finance and Audit Act 1987 and held with the Depariment of Treasury and Finance (OTF).

The Fund consists of monbes contributed by Siate Government approprialion together with income derived from fees and charges logether
with penalties handed down by the Courts and paymanis made by landowners, companies and government agencies 1o enable the Council
to achieve an environmental gain offsetling any approved clearance.

{d) Comparative information

The presentation and classification of lems in the financial statements are consislent with prior pericds except where specific accounting
standards andfor accounting policy stalements has required a change.

Where preseniation or classification of (tems In (he financial statements have been amended, comparative figuras have been adjusied fo
conform to changes in preseniation or classification in these financial stalements unless impracticable.

The restated comparative amounis do not replace the original financial statemants for the preceding period.

(e} Rounding

All amounts in the financial statemenis and accompany noles have been rounded fo the nearest thousand dollars (3'000).

{f} Taxation

The Fund is not subject lo income tax. The Fund is liable for fringe benefils tax and goods and services lax (GST).



The Fund is included within the DWLEC tax group for GST purposes and as such the Fund's GST is reporied by DWLBC. Receipls,
payments, receivables and payables (n these financial statements are recognised net of the amount of GST.

Cash flows are included in the Statement of Cash Flows on a gross basis.

{g) Events after the end of the reporting period

Adjustmenis are made 1o amounis recognised in the financial statements, where an evenl occurs after 30 June and before the dete the
financial statements ara authorised for issue, where those evenls pravide information about conditions that existed at 30 June.

Mote disclosure is made aboul evenls between 30 June and the dale the financial statements are authorised for issue where the evenis
relate to a condilion which arose after 30 June and which may have a material impact on the results of subsaquent years,

{h} Income

U]

Income is recognised to the extent thal it s probable that the Now of economic benefits to or from the Fund will occur and can be reliably
measured,

Income has been aggregaled according 1o its nalure and has not been offsel unless required or permitled by a specific accounling standard,
or where offsatting reflects the substance of the transaction or othar avent.

The notes accompanying the financial statements disclose the income where the counterpartyftransaction is with an enfity within the SA
Government as af reporling dale, classified according to their nature.

The Fund has attempted 1o ideniily all relevant iransactions with SA Governmen! enlities / non-SA Government entities.
The follewing are specific racognition criferia:

Fees and charges
Revenues from fees and charges ane derived from the provision of goods and services to other SA Governmeni agencies and lo the public.
This revenus is recognised upon delivery of the service 1o the clients or by reference fo the stage of completion

Grants and confributions received

Granls and contributions are recognised as an assel and income when the Fund obtains controd of the grants/contributions or obtains the
right to recelve the grants/coniributions and the income recognition criteria are mel (i.e. the amount can be reliably measured and the flow of
resources is probable).

Generally, the Fund has obtained conirol or the right to receive for.
- Grants/contributions with unconditional stipulations - this will be when the agresment bacomes enforceable e, the earfier of when the
faceiving antity has formally baen advised that the grant'coniribution (2.g. grant application) has been approved; agreement/coniract is
executed; and/or the grant/contribution is received.

- Granis/contributions with conditional stipulations - this will be when the enforceable stipulations specified in the agreament occur or are
salisfied; that is income would be recognised for granisicontributions received or receivable under the agreement,

All grantsicontributions received by the Fund have been grantsicantnibutions with unconditional stipulations attached and have baean
recognised as an assel and income wpon receipl.

Revenues from SA Government

Appropriations for program funding are recognised &s revenues when the Fund obtains control over the funding. The Fund receives iis
approprialion income &8s an intra-government transfer via DWLBC, Conirol over appropriations is normally obtained upon receipl.

Where money has been appropriated in the form of a loan, the depariment has recorded a loan receivable.

Where money has been appropriated in the form of an equity contribution, the Treasurer has acquired a financial inlerast in fhe net assels of
the fund and the appropriation is recorded as coniributed equity.

Expenses
Expenses are recognised to the extent that it is probabile that the flow of economic benefits 1o the Fund will occur and can be reliably

measured.

Expenses have been aggregated according to their nature and have not been offsel unless required or permitted by a specific accounting
standard, or where offsetting reflecis the substance of the transaction or other evenl.

The notes accompanying ihe financial stalements disclose the expenses where the counterpartyfiransaction is with an entity within the SA
Government separately to those fransactions with non-5A Government entities as at the reporting date, classified according to their nature.
Tha Fund has attempied to identify all relevant iransactions with SA Govarnment entities / non-54 Government entities.

The following are specific recognition criteria:

Employee banefils expenses
Mo emplovee benefit axpenses ara recognised by the Fund as all costs refaled fo employment including wages and salaries, non-
monetary banefits and leave enlittements are recognised by DWLEC.
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Granis and contributions
For grants and contributions payable, the granticontibution will be recognised as a liability and expense when the entity has a presant
ohiigation lo pay the grant/centribution and (he expense recognition criteria are mel.

All grants and contributions paid by the Fund have been granis/contributions with unconditional stipulatiens attached.

Assets
Assels have been classified according o their nalure and have nol been offsel unless required or permitted by a specific accounting
standard, or where offsetling reflecis the substance of the transaction or other event,

Where an assel line item combines amounts expeciad 1o be seflled within Iwehe months and more than twelve monlhs, the Fund has
saparately disclosed the amounis expecied lo be recovered afler more than twelve manihs.

The notes accompanying the financial stalements disclose financial assets where the counterparty/transaction is with an entily within the SA
Government, separataly to those transactions with non-5A Govarnment entifies as ai the reporting date, classified according o their najura,

The Fund has attempted to identify all relevant transactions with SA Government entifies [ non-SA Government enfities

Cash and cash equivalents
Cash and cash equivalents in the Staiement of Financial Position includes cash deposits held al call that are readily converled 1o cash and

are used in the cash management function on a day-to-day basis.

For the purposes of the Statement of Cash Flows, cash consists of cash as defined above,
Cash is measured at nominal value

Receivables

Recefvables arse from fees and penalties and compensation paymenis recovered in respect to offences against the Acl. Receivables are
generally setflad within 30 days afler the issue of an invoice.

(k) Liabilities

Liabilities have been classified according to their nalure and have not been offset unless required or permitted by a specific accounting
standard, or where offsetting reflects the substance of the transaction or other event.

Where a liability line item combines amounts o be expecied 1o be seltled within hwalve moniths and more than twebie months, the Fund has
separately disclosed the amounts expecied io be setled after more than twelve monihs.

The notes accompanying the financial slatements disclose financial assets where the counlerpartytransaction is with an entity within the S&
Governmaent, separalely to those transaclions with non-5A Government entifies as al the reporing date, classified according to their nature.

The Fund has attempted to identify all relevant ransactions with SA Government entities / non-SA Governmenl entities

Payables
Fayables inclede creditors and accrusd expenses.

Creditors represent the amounts owing for goods and sendices received prior 1o the end of the reporting pericd thal are unpaid at the the end
of the reporling period. Creditors include all unpaid invoices received relating to the normal operations of the MNative Vegetation Group.

Accrued expenses represent goods and services provided by the other parties during the period thal are unpaid at the end of the reporting
period and when an invoice has not been recaived.

All payables are measured at thelr nominal amound, are unsecured and are normally settled within 30 days from the dale the invoice is first
recaved.

Mew and revised accounting standards and policies
The Fund did not veluntarily change any of is accounting policies during 2009-10.

Excapl for the amending standard AASE 2008-12, which the Fund has early-adopted, the Australian accounting standards and inerpretations
that have recently been issued or amended but are not yet effective, have not been adopted by the Fund for the period ending 30 June 2010
The Fund has assessed the impact of the new and amended slandards and interprefations and considers lhere will be no impact on the
accounting policies or the financial statements of the Fund.



Native Vegetation Fund
Motes to and forming part of the Financial Statements

For the Year Ended 30 June 2010

4 Supplies and services 2010 2008
5000 £000

External auditors remuneration 8 B
Contraclors 16 103
Advertising 3w 12
Printing and publishing 11 10
Orthear 18 10
Total Supplies and services B 143

External auditor's remuneration
Audit fees paid or payabla to the Auditor-General's Depariment were 58 000 (2009 55 000). Mo ofher services wers provided by the Auditor-Generals

Depariment.

5 Grants and contributions 2010 2009
$000 £'000

Contribution to Depariment of Emvironment and Henlage (BEH) for Herlage Agreements 282 aaz
Contribution to DEH for Hertage Agreement Granl Schames 126 11
Contribution to DEH for councl rate rembursement assocalad with Hentage Agreements 10 10
Contribution o the Native Vepetation Council Secretariat for conlract position B2 B4
Contribution o the Nathve Vegetation Council Secratanal for pholocopser and mainienance 15 15
Contribution o DWLEC for stalewide vegetalion cover monitoring 178 145
Contribution 1o DWLBC for change delecton program 178 o1
Contribution 1o DWLBC NVIS Business Development Plan 20 .
Contribution 1o Banksia Maniloring i 3
Conftribution o Couniry Fire Senace campaign » 50
Research granis 1620 422
Local Governmient granis 2 38
Other grants 8 17
Total Grants and contributions 2819 1286

Grants and contributions paid/payable to entities within SA Government
The following grants and coniributions (included in the grants and confributions amounts shown above) wene provided bo anfites withn the SA Govemment

210 2009

$'000 $7000

Contribution to Department of Environmant and Hentage (DEH) for Hentage Agresments 92 232
Contribution ta DEH for Heritage Agreement Granl Schemes 126 111
Conbribution to DEH for council rate reimbursement associated with Hertage Agreements 10 10
Coantribulion to the Native Vegelation Council Secrelarat for conlract position 62 a4
Cantribution to the Natve Vegelation Council Secrelatial for photocopier and massianance 15 15
Contribution to DVWLBC for slalawide vegetation cover monilonng 178 145
Contributian to DWLBC for change detection program 178 9
Contributian to Banksia Monitoring - 3
Contribubon to Country Fire Service campaign , 50
Contribution to DWLBC NVIS Business Development Plan 20 -
Research granis 1 0ED 45
Total Grants and contributions paid/payable to enlities within SA Govesnment 1 861 [T]
& Revenue from fees and charges 2010 2008
000 §'000

Fines and penaities a7 80
Application lees 7 16
Significant environmantal benefils 1368 2337
Total Revenue from fees and charges 1473 2413

Foes and charges received/recaivable from entities within the SA Government

The following fiees and charges {included in the fees and charges revenues shown above) wers received/receivable from entities within the SA Government

2010 2009
$000 5000
Sigrificant environmental benefits . O,
Tota! fees and charges recenedirscshable from entities within fha SA Governmen! fees and charges 514 823
7 Interest revenue 2010 2008
000 5000
Interest from SA Government 258 322
Total interest revenue 258 a22




Mative Vegetation Fund

Notes to and forming part of the Financial Statements
For the Year Ended 30 June 2010

8 Grantrevenue 2010 2009
5000 5000

Other intra-government transfers from DWLEC 33 562
Ohar . 10
Total Grant revenua 833 512

8 Cash and cash equivalents 2010 2009
5000 5000

Deposils with the Treaswer 7178 7 188
Total Cash and cash equivalents 7 376 158

At 30 June cash of $7.278 million was held In an interesi-bearning Deposit Account with the Treasurer.

10 Receivables 2010 2009
000 000
Current
Receivables 383 T
Less allowance for doubiful debts 84) =
9 27
Accrued inlemst 26 18
Total Current receivables 345 205
Receivables from entities within the SA Government
The fobowing recesvabies (included in the receivables shown above) were recevedineceivable from entibes within the SA Government:
2010 2009
5000 §000
Recenvables 236 .
Accrnsed infenes 26 18
Total Recetvables from entities within the SA Governmend 282 18

Movement in the allowance for doubtful debis
The allowancs for doubtful debls (allowance for impaénment loss) is recognised when there is objective evidance (|.e. calculated on past experience and curment
and expected changaes in client credil rating) that a recevable is impaired. An aliowance for impairment loss has been recognised in ‘other expanses’ in the
Statement of Comprehensive Income for specific deblors and deblors assessed on a collective basis for which such evidence exists. The allowance for
doubtiul debd was increased by $64 000 in 2009-10

Irferest rate and credif risk
Receivablas aro raised for all goods and senvices provided for which payment has nol been received. Receivables are normally settled within 30 days.
Recervables are non-interes! bearng, The carrying amound of receivables approximatas ned fair value due 1o being receivable on demand. There ks na
conceniration of cradit risk.

11 Payables 2010 2008
£000 $000

Current
Creditors 45 8
Total Payables 45 B

Current payables to entities within the 53A Governmant
The toliowing payables (included in the payables shown above) were payable 1o enlities within the SA Government:

010 2008
Foon §000
Creditors 234 ]
Total Current payables o enlities within the 54 Governmant 234 B

Interest rata
Credidors and accruals are raised for all amounts biled bul unpaid.  Sundry creditors are normally seltled within 30 days. All payables are non-interest bearing.
The carrying amount of payables represents fair value due to being payable on demand.



Hative Vegetation Fund

HNotes to and forming part of the Financial Statements
For the Year Ended 30 June 2010

12 Cash flow reconciliation

13

Reconciliation ol cash and cash equivalenis at the end of the reporing period
Cash at year end as per;
Cash and cash eguivalents disclosed in the Statemend of Financial Pasition
Balance as per the Stalemant of Cash Flows

Reconciliation of net cash provided by operating activities to net cost of providing services
Mat cash provided by operating activities
Addi{less) non-cash items:

Bad debls expense
Movement in assets and liabilities
Increase in recaivables

(incresse)/decrease in payables
MNat cost of providing services
Financial instruments/financial risk management

Categorisation of financial instrumants

2010 2008
$'000 £000
776 7198
7378 7188
178 1704
(B4) -
114 155
(338} §
(110) 1 864

Details of the significant accounting policies and mathods adopled mcluding the criena for recognition, the bases for measwement and the basis on which
income and expenses are recognised with respect fo each class of financial asset, financial liability and equily instrument ane disclosad in Note 2 "Summary af

significant accounting poficies”
2010 2004
Statement of financial position line tem Category of financial asssts and Nobe
financial limbility Carrying | Failr Carrying Fair
amount | valua BTNt valug
£'000 57000 000 §000
Financial assels
Cash Cash ] TaTe| Tave 7198 71948
Recesvables Recafvables (at cost) 10 345 345 205 265
Financial labilities
Payables Financial abdties (al cost) 1" 345 346 B B
Credit risk

Credil risk anses when there is the possib@ly of the Fund's deblors defaulting on their contractural obligations resulting in financial loss to the fend. Tha fund

maasunes credd risk on a Tar value basis and monitors risk on a regular basis

Thie Fund has menamal concaniration of credd risk.  The Fund has policies and procedures in place fo ensure that iransactions occur wih cusiomers with

appropriate cnedit history, The Fund does nol engage in high nisk hedging for s financial assets.

Ageing analysls of financial assets
The following table discloses the ageng of financal assets and the ageing of impaired assets

Owerdue for Owerdue for Dwerdue for
=30 days 30-80 days =60 days. Total
§'000 $'000 $'000 ] $'0:00
2010
Hot impaired
Receivables 257 33 55 35
Impaired
Receivables = (&4} (54)
2009
Not impaired
Receivables n 73 295
Impaired
Recehvables - - -




Mative Vegetation Fund

HNotes to and forming part of the Financial Statements
For the Year Ended 30 June 2010

Maturity analysis of financial assets and liabilities

The foliowing table discioses the maturity analysis of financial asseis and financial kabidiies.

Contractural maturities
Carrying
=1 yoar 1-5 yoars =5 years armaaent
£'000 £'000 $°000 5000
2010
Financial assets
Cash and cash equivalénls T3Te TaTe
Receivables 345 - 345
Total finencial assets 7721 - 7721
Financial liabilities
Payables 346 346
Total financial liabiljties 346 - EX T
2008
Financial assots
Cash and cash equivalents 7188 71688
Recenvables 205 285
Total financial assols T 483 7 483
Financial liabilities
Payables B ]
Total financial abilities [] []

14 Contingent assets and liabilities

As at tha reporfing date, criminal proceedings have commencod againg several landowners who have been alleged fo have breached the Native Vegalalion
Act 1891 . Chvil procesedings had also commanced agains! landowners who have bean convicied of breaching the Nalive Vegelstion Act 1881

The potential amount of fines andlor damages 1o be received should the proceedings be succassiul are nol quantifiable and as such no estimale of the potantial

financial effect can be made. There i5 also the polential for costs to be awanded against the council for any unsuccessiul proseculions

15 Restrictions on contributions received

Thie Council is resincted on its use of monses in the fund according to the provisions of the Native Vegetation Act 1991, Seclion 21(6} of the Native Vegetation
Act specifies that the Native Vegetation Councill must as far as practicable, use monies paid ino the Fund lo achieve a significant environmental benefil 1o
offsat the approved clearance of native vegelation, Expiation fees. penatlies handed down by the Courl, financial benefils (as determined by the ERD Court)

gained from ilegal clearance and axemplary damages (s datermined by the ERD Court), must be spent within the sams region of the Stabe as the and

cleared.

Fuies, penallies and charges of significant envronmanial benefil are 1o ba wilised in the following areas:

South East Natural Resources Managemen| Board

Mt Lofty Ranges Greater Basin

SA Murray Daring Basin Natural Resources Management Board
Kangaroo Island Natural Resources Managemen! Board
MNorthem & Yorke Agrcultural District

SA And Lands Natural Resources Managemant Board

Eyra Peninsula Natural Resources Managament Board
Alinytjara Wilurara Natural Resources Managament Board

Total Restrictions on contributions received

16 Unrecognised contractual commitments

Within ona year
Later than one year but no longer than five years
Total restrictions on conltributions received

2010 2008
000 000
TE8 583
1555 1180
2173 27T

a 62
550 256
338 89
ABG 518
TEB 894

5 656 5431
010 2009
§'000 000
1411 23274
80 942
1 701 3216

The fund's committments include payments 1o a number of arganisations for research grants, the Department of Water, Land and Biodiversity Consarvation for
the change detection program and funding of the research officer, and the Depariment of Environmeant and Heritage for hestage agreaments and gran henfage

sgreement schemes.



Mative Vegetation Fund
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17 Council members
The fofiowing Council members were enlitied to recaive remuneration during the 2010 financial year. This remuneration was paid for by DWLBC

Bates J A Keily Janice jrred 1702008 * Munday B C
Ban Khan A Keynas J L isppeined 10ar00) Mastton D R
Diennis M retees 1 TOR008) Lillecrappa J A (apsomied MOST005) Paton P A
Gray A (appoissed 280020 * Martin M K Poole EG *
Hilzheock D E (spposmes 201 02008) * McHugh B K* Vickery F J
* Denotes nd ramunaration
The number of members whose remuneration received or receivable falls within the following bands:
2010 2009
o, of Ma, of
members membars
50-59999 - T
S10 00D - 518 960 1 1
10 ]

Remunaration of members raflects all costs of performing board mambar dubes incleding silting foes, superannuation conlnbutions, fringe benafits lax and
any other salary sacrifice arrangemants.  The total remuneration recelved or recaivable by members was $40 900 (2009 542 500),

Amounts paid 1o a superannuation plan for board members was 33 100 (2009, 33 200)

in accordance with the Departiment of the Prermser and Cabinat’s Circular PCO16 Remuneration for Govemment Appomiment Part Time Boards and
Commitfees, government employees did not receive any remuneration for boardicommitiee dulies duning the financial yeas

Unless othensise disciosed, transactions between membars am on conditons no mone favourable than those that is reasonable bo expect the entity would
have adopled if dealing with the related party ai arm's length in the same circumstances.

For the purposes of this tabie, travel afiowances and ofhor out-gf-pockel expenses paid o members have not been included as remunerabion as i is
considered 1o ba reimbursamant of direct oul-of-pocket expenses ncurmed by relevant members.

18 Events after the reporting period

Machinery of Governmant

On 18 May 2010 the Govermmand announced ita inlenion 1o wnderake a ‘Machinery of Government’ restructure, effective from 1 July 2010, The Nafive
Vegetation Fund is impacted by the restructune as the responssdities of the Department for Waer [DFVW) will refocus on all aspects of water resources
management in the Stata. Adminisirative activities pravieusly undertaken by DFW in refation to natural resources management aclivilies will be transferred to
the Deparmant for Emvironment and Matural Resources (DEMNR)






