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Native Vegetation Council

Hon Ian Hunter MLC

Minister for Sustainability, Environment and Conservation
Parliament House

North Terrace

ADELAIDE SA 5000

Dear Minister

In accordance with the requirements of section 17 of the Native Pegeiotioiz, 4ct 1991, the Public
Sector/ICt 2009, the financial reporting requirements of the Public Finance andrlzid^I der 1987
and the Department of Premier and Cabinet Circular DPC013 - Armual Reporting Requirements,
I have pleasure in presenting the armual report of the Native Vegetation Council for the year
ended 30 June 2015.

The Norive Pegeia!ion lid 1991 remains a key legislative instrument supporting South
Australia's Strategic Plan, the Planning Strategy for South Australia and the State Natural
Resources Management Plan.

Under subsection 11(I) of the Native Pege!alto" dell9911 have served as the Acting Presiding
Member to the Native Vegetation Council following the resignation of the appointed Presiding
Member Caroline Schaeffer on 31 August 2014.

I take this opportunity to thank the Members of the Native Vegetation Council for their
commitment and contribution in delivering on the Strategic Directions of the Council. I also wish
to acknowledge the significant work and support from the Native Vegetation Management Unit
staff of the Department of Environment, Water and Natural Resources in assisting the Native
Vegetation Councilconduct its business.

The following annual report provides a comprehensive overview of the activities of the Native
Vegetation Council for 2014-15.

Yours sincerely

y

Acting Presiding Member
Native Vegetation Council

UC
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PLANS AND OBJECTIVES

The Native Vegetation Council(NVC) provides expert advice on the Nanve Pegeioiionrlc! 1991
(the Act) to the Minister for Sustainability, Environment and Conservation (the Minister) and
monitors the overall condition of the state's vegetation and makes decisions on a wide range of
matters concerning native vegetation in South Australia. Its responsibilities include:

review the condition of the native vegetation of the state
advise the Minister in relation to-

(a) the preservation, enhancement and management of existing native vegetation
(b) the re-establishment of native vegetation on land where native vegetation has been
cleared or degraded
(c) research into the preservation, enhancement and management of native vegetation and
the re-establishment of native vegetation on cleared land
keep the principles of clearance of native vegetation under review and to advise the Minister
of any changes to the principles that it considers are necessary or desirable
determine applications for consent to clear native vegetation under Part 5 of the Act
assess and respond to applications rel;arred to Council under the DevelopmeniAci 1993
encourage research into the preservation, enhancement and management of existing native
vegetation
encourage the re-establishment of native vegetation on land from which native vegetation
has been cleared

administer the Native Vegetation Fund PUTSuant to Division 3 of the Act
such other functions as are assigned to the Council under this or any other Act.

The NVC provides decisions that seek to further the objects of the Act. Decisions are made that
consider ecological, economic and social outcomes to enable the effective protection,
maintenance and restoration of our native vegetation. The NVC has a vision where the
community will be into rined, knowledgeable and justifiably proud of its native
vegetation and the steps it is taking to enhance it. To further the objects of the Native
Pegeiaiion der 1991, the NVC Strategic Plan endorsed in September 2014, lists four priorities
and a range of specific strategies to be implemented over the next two years, which are:

. Relationship management - Coinm""icaiio"Iesiablishing undsire"gihening
I'e/orionshjps.

. Education and training - Sharing know^edge and encowroging innovation,

. Climate change - Research and science to enhance knowledge and addp! to chorege.

. Monitoring and evaluating - Montio, .ing the sidle of our biodiversity to edwcaie and
PI'ovide grounds/o1' Ihe imporlance of pro^Clion.

The NVC when performing their functions must take into account the provisions of the State
NRM Plan, and any other relevant NRM plan. These strategic priorities align strongly with State
NRM planning for 2012-17.1ts vision suggests that 'we care for the land, water, air and sea that
sustain us' and its goals are:

I. People taking responsibility for natural resources and making informed decisions.

2. Sustainable management and productive use of land, water, air and sea.

3. Improved condition and resilience of natural systems.

Native Vegetation Council2014-15
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By being involved and working together with the NRM regions, local government and
coriumunities, the NVC supports the State NRM Plan with the implementation of progra!us to
assist the ongoing improvement in the condition of our native vegetation.

OPERATIONS ANDINITIATIVES

POLICY AND LEGISLATIVE MATTERS

Review of N"live Pege, "ito, , Reg"folio, ,s 2003 under the Native Peget@ti0, , 11ct 1991

The aim of the review is to reduce the current complexity of the Regulations without increasing
the potential impacts of clearance activities. Two options for revising the regulations have been
proposed, and presented to major stakeholders in a report. The options are:

I, Refinement of the current activity based permitted clearing regulations, and streamlining of
associated processes

2. Introduction of a risk-based approach, where the impact of the clearance on biodiversity
conservation (explicitly, priority biodiversity values) is considered rather than the activity
that the clearance is for.

Major stakeholders, including the Department for Planning, Transport and Infrastructure (DPTl),
Department of Primary Industries and Resources of South Australia (FIRSA), Department of
State Development, SA Water, Conservation Council of SA, Primary Producers SA and Local
Government Association (LGA) were directly engaged on the two options for streamlining the
clearance application, assessment and approval processes. In addition, over 90% of regional
councils were contacted to discuss issues relative to the Regulations, to help inform our review
process.

Based on feedback from these stakeholders a 'hybrid' model that clearly establishes different
pathways of assessment and approval processes for different clearance activities is being
developed. A risk-based approach has been included as one of the pathways. It is believed that
this model provides greater certainty by having transparent approval processes clearly stated up-
front for the various clearance activities.

Drafting instructions for the Regulations have been prepared for formal public consultation, due
to commence in the next financial year.

N"five Pege, "troll illf'iscell",, eons) 11", e, ,din, e, ,incl20/3, Regulation and reforms

Sig, ,;17c",, t E, ,itro, ,", e, ,t"IBe",:/it Reg"Intro, Is

The Nan\, e Vegetation Act 1991 was amended by the Nunve Pegeiaiion innsce/laneo".$,)
Amend, "e, trad 2013 (Amendment Act). The Amendment Act was proclaimed on Monday 15
December 2013. The amendments included sections related to credit, assignment and third party
establishment of environmental benefits. However, these sections have remained suspended until
work is undertaken to prepare associated policy, regulations and a public register.

The NVC, with the assistance of the Native Vegetation Management Unit (NVMU) has been
developing regulations as required by the Amendment Act. In particular, the regulations will
establish the process for becoming an Accredited Third Party Provider and will establish the
information that needs to be captured within the Significant Environmental Benefit (SEB)
Register. The regulations will also prescribe the accompanying tees.

On 16 March 2015, Cabinet approval was granted for the drafting of regulations by
Parliamentary Counsel and to undertake public consultation on the draft regulations. The draft
regulations, Nani, e Pege!unon (Crediifor Environme"InI Bendii$) Reg"IQiio"s 2015, were
released for public comment on 22 May 2015, and open for a period of six weeks.

Native Vegetation Council2014"15
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It is anticipated that the Regulations will come into operation during the 2015-16 financial year.

Significant E, ,I, ironme, ,t"IBe, ,</irMetrics Review

An SEB is intended to be an action that provides an environmental gain over and above the
impact of an approved clearance activity. An action typically involves the management and
protection of an area. of land for conservation.

The SEB Metrics review was undertaken by the NVC, in conjunction with NVMU to examine
how SEB requirements are determined. This included a review of existing processes and
development of new processes for the following:
. Vegetation assessment methodologies used to assess areas proposed to be cleared or areas

proposed to be established as an SEB. This was intended to provide more quantitative and
rigorous assessment methods and included the development of separate methods for both the
agricultural and and regions of the state.

. The calculation for dererrnining the area required for SEB in order to offset the impacts of a
clearance application. This was intended to align the SEB requirements as determined
through different vegetation assessment methods,

. The calculation of the amount needed to be paid into the Native Vegetation Fund (the Fund)
in lieu of providing an on ground SEB. This was to ensure that payments mude into the Fund
reflected the real cost of managing native vegetation.

The review was undertaken over a three year period and involved significant public consultation.
The consultation stage was finalised in October 2014 with the NVC endorsing a new Metrics.

Supporting policy documentation is currently being developed with the intent to introduce the
new Metrics during the 2015-16 financial year.

Sjg, ,incl, ,, tE, ,viro, ,Meint"! Be, ,</it Policy

A new SEB Policy is currently under development. The policy will set out matters that the NVC
or its delegate will take into account when considering what constitutes an SEB. This will ensure
that the new Metrics and Credit, Assignment and Third Party Significant Enviromnental Benefits
are introduced in a clear and consistent manner. It will also help maximise the environmental
gains through the establishment of SEB areas and will provide clearance applicants with certainty
and clarity when providing an SEB,

The policy has been released within the Department of Environment, Water and Natural
Resources (DEWNR) for coriument and will be made available for public coriument during the
2015 calendar year. The policy will be introduced at the same time as the new Metrics.

Standard Operating Procedures - Department of Planning, Transport and Infrastructure

Certain regulations under the Nonve Pegeiuiion Regulario"s 2003 allow clearance to occur in
accordance with a Standard Operating Procedure (Sop). This provides agencies, who undertake
regular clearance activities, a mealrs by which to manage those activities on an ongoing basis.

The Department of Planning, Transport and Infrastructure (DPTl) applied to the NVC to make a
number of amendments to their current Sop.

At the NVC February 2015 meeting, the NVC approved the amendments to the Sop. The
Minister, following the recoinmendations of the NVC, by notice in the South Australian
Government Gazette authorised a position within DPTl to approve clearance under regulation
S(I)(Ib).

Native Vegetation Council2014-15
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The changes were intended to streamline the approval process and included the following:

I. When it is proposed to clear native vegetation under one of the Native Vegetation
Regulations, DFTl will no longer assess the native vegetation impact against the Principles
of Clearance.

2. DPTl have amended the definition of Level I and 2 impact categories to remove the
requirement that a project be assessed at the next level if it is seriously at variance with the
Principles of Clearance,

3. DFTl requested to be authorised to assess and approve the following applications under
Native Vegetation Regulation 5(I)(Ib):
. all Category I applications,
. Category 2 applications which fall within the current Sop Level I removal quantities

(less than or equal to 20 native trees and/or between 0.2 ha and 0.5 ha (inclusive) of native
vegetation).

4. DFTl will no longer seek Natural Resources Management (NRM) Board comment for native
vegetation clearance

Standard Operating Procedures - SA Power Networks

SA Power Networks wishes to develop a sustainable vegetation management plan that reduces
the need for tree trimming over time that improves the amenity of vegetation around power-lines.
This could include the removal of inappropriate, fast growing or large trees in consultation with
local government and the community. The program of tree removal and replacement would
provide an alternative to the current cutting practices to achieve clearance near power-lines.

In order to have certainty for what clearance activities can be undertaken and to ensure an
efficient and streamlined assessment and approval process for this clearance the NVC at its
February 2015 meeting supported SA Power Networks' request to develop an Standard
Operating Policy.

NATIVE VEGETATION COUNCIL GIIIDELINES

Under section 25 of the Act and pursuant to various regulations the NVC must prepare draft
guidelines in relation to the management of native vegetation. The NVC, by public advertisement
and the South Australian Government Gazette, invite members of the public and stakeholders to
comment on the draft guidelines within no less than two months following publication of the
advertisement. The following guidelines have been either finalised or are in development.

Review of the Guidelines for Native Vegetation SEB Policy for the Clearance of Native
Vegetation Associated with Minerals and Petroleum Industry

Review of the Guidelines for Native Vegetation SEB Policy for the Clearance of Native
Vegetation Associated with Minerals and Petroleum Industry has continued through 2014-15.

Mining has potential impact on fauna and flora, accelerated weed spread, increased erosion and
flooding. This impact needs to be minimised as far as reasonably practicable. The guidelines are
to provide operators involved with activities under the Mining, 4ci 1971 and PetroleMm ACi 2000
with an understanding of the processes involved for applicants to comply with the clearance of
native vegetation and the SEB requirements under the Native Pegeioiion ACi 1991.

Guideline for Expansion or Internsification of Grazing under Regulation 5(I)(zh) for land
held under Pastoral Lease

This revised guideline refers to grazing management rather than being focused on water points
and is limited in its operation to pastoral lands only, although the regulation 5(I)(all) has

Native Vegetation Council2014-15
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application to the whole of the state. It informs landowners and land managers of the information
that should be considered and included in the preparation of a management plan for the grazing
of domestic stock on pastoral land, in a manner and at a rate that will not cause permanent
degradation of the native vegetation. The NVC sought feedback from key stakeholders on the
revised guideline. Taking the continents into consideration the NVC released the final guideline
in July 2014, available to the public at hti : WWW. environment. sa. ov. atVinana in -natural-
resources/Native ve etation/Maria in native ve etation/Clearance uidelines#s cific

Guideline for Prescribed Burning (includes Cold Burn) of native vegetation

The Act and Regulations provide for the clearance of native vegetation by application of fire.
Fire is used to manage native vegetation for reducing fuel loads to protect lift3 and property and
for planned ecological outcomes.

However, for subsection 27(4a)(a) of the Act the development of a guideline relating to Cold
Burn is required, as burning is a type of clearance that can occur in the course of the application
o f fire .

The NVC consulted and released an Interim Guideline for Prescribed Burning (includes Cold
Burn) of native vegetation in 2013. Following stakeholder and public comment the NVC is
revising the guideline for release in October 2015.

Guideline for Clearance of native vegetation through Aboriginal resource use activities
under regulation 5(I)(zi)

Aboriginal traditions and culture are me xiricably tied to the Australian landscape and its
biodiversity, where cultural practices have influenced biodiversity patterns over thousands of
years' The purpose of this guideline is to provide a basis for formal recognition of Aboriginal
people and their cultural practices, which previously had not been recognised under the Act. The
guidelines provide specific guidance in relation to the clearance of native vegetation by
Aboriginal communities consistent with cultural resource use activities. The final guideline was

public atreleased in January 2015 and is available to the
htt : WWW. environment. sa. ov. atVinana in -natural-
resources/Native ve elation/Maria in native ve etation/Clearance uidelines#s ecific

Draft Guidelines to change of stock species to camels on pastoral lease land and draft
Guideline for clearance by grazing - change stock species under Regulation 5(I)(zh)

The draft guidelines have been developed as an outcome of the 90 Day Change Project relating
to the establishment of a camel industry on pastoral leasehold land. This was achieved through
a partnership between Primary Industries and Regions SA, DEWNR and the NVC. The aim of
the draft guidelines is to ensure that grazing of domestic stock does not cause significant or
permanent degradation of native vegetation. A key mechanism to enable grazing while also
protecting native vegetation is via approved management plans. The draft guidelines released for
public con^nent in March 2015 guides landowners and land managers in the preparation of the
management plan. During the financial year 2015-16 the NVC will take into consideration
comments from the public to finalise the guideline and to develop policy in relation to the
guideline,

NATIVE VEGETATION COUNCIL STRATEGIC DIRECTIONS

In September 2014 the NVC finalised and endorsed its Strategic Plan 2014-16.

The NVC set the following strategic priorities:
I . Relationship management

Native Vegetation Council2014-15
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2. Monitoring and evaluation
3. Education and training
4. Climate change.

The Strategic Plan's four priorities are supported by a range of specific strategies to be
implemented over the next two years' The NVC is focusing on delivering actions to achieve these
priorities: relationship management, education and training, climate change, and monitoring and
evaluation.

The Vision of the NVC is to provide balanced ecological, economic and social outcomes in order
to deliver the effective protection, maintenance and restoration of South Australia's native
vegetation, These outcomes will lead to an informed and knowledgeable community that is
justitiably proud of its native vegetation and of the steps it is taking to enhance it.

RELATIONSHIPS MANAGEMENT

Communication

Promoting the understanding and awareness of coriumunity wellbeing, sustainable production
and environmental outcomes relating to native vegetation in South Australia is of concern to the
NVC, This financial year the NVC released eight issues of the online eNews with the readership
levels increasing to over 400. This year the NVC has encouraged new networks, relationships
and community understanding through the media exposure of news bulletins, news iterns,
regional publications and radio interviews, The SEB Metrics and Policy Review process enabled
the strengthening of stakeholder relationships, which are being built upon during other native
vegetation reform discussions.

The successful development of the 90 Day Change Project to develop camel grazing guidelines
in collaboration with PIRSA and NRM staff also demonstrated the ability of NVC members to
communicate across agencies to achieve new initiatives.

Native Vegetation Councilsuivey

The objective of this survey is to record views on key areas of native vegetation management,
This will assist the NVC to develop actions during 2015 and 2016. The target audience consists
of consultants, local governnients, stakeholders of the Act, agency staff, Heritage Agreement
owners, SEB parties and NVC grant recipients. The survey was conducted between July and

the DEWNR homeAugust 2015, through 'Have Your Say' atpageon

htt : WWW. environment. sa. ov. atrlHome.

BHFB Naturelinks Concept Plan

In November 2012, the Olympic Darn Corporation (ODC) coriumitted to investigating the
Naturelinks Concept, as one of a number of activities, during the four-year extension of the
availability period for the amended Olympic Darn and Stuart Shelf Indenture to be triggered, In
2013, 00C formally submitted an outline of the Naturelinks Concept to the Olympic Dam Task
Force and NVC. In December 2013, the NVC gave in-principle support to progress the
investigation of the concept, including collecting details of the quality and sustainability of the
proposed SEB offset. ODC worked with representatives from DEWNR and the Department of
State Development to further develop detail required for the Concept Plan.

The Concept Plan proposes to implement an offset management strategy that promotes
conservation and sustainability at a landscape scale as opposed to the more traditional SEB onset
management strategies, which involve targeted actions for smaller parcels of land.

Native Vegetation Council2014-15
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The Concept Plan proposes to satisfy several criteria that make it a high priority to achieve a
SEB, including 1.6 million hectares directly benefiting from varying degrees of management
actions including stock removal in some areas, reduced stocking, natural regeneration and where

Additionally the Naturelinks Concept optimiseswarranted, rehabilitation measures.
environmental, social and economic co-benefits through provisions such as targeted and
landscape scale research and training and educational opportunities, The ODC have proposed to
implement the Naturelinks Concept through a staged approach. The NVC on 19 May 2015
endorsed Stage I of the Naturelinks Concept Plan and gave in-principle support for Stage 2.

Regional visits

The NVC seeks to undertake one trip to regional South Australia during the course of each year
as an opportunity to identify and discuss issues with local conrrnunities, local government and
NRM Boards. This is an opportunity for the NVC to strive towards improving processes and
procedures for the clearance and preservation of native vegetation while still recognising the
need to maintain the Objectives of the Act. The NVC take this opportunity to enhance
relationships with stakeholders, collununity and regional NRM Boards, view progress of
clearance approvals, SEB Grant projects and SEB offset areas.

In June 2015 the NVC visited areas within Natural Resources Adelaide and Mount Lofty Ranges
region, including on the first day, the South Eastern Freeway access at Bald Hills Road at Mount
Barker, where Department of Planning, Transport and Infrastructure staff discussed design
changes to reduce the construction footprint and minimise the native vegetation impact. NVC
also viewed proposed locations that could provide an SEB.

At Langhorne Creek the NVC inspected the renegetation of CMV Farms, The 2002 clearance
application required an offset of 750 trees. CMV Farms have expanded this to 20 000 trees via
direct seeding and tube stock with revegetation continuing, The NVC also toured the recently
purchased site at Currency Creek of the Nature Foundation SA 'Watchalunga', a nature reserve
protecting wetlands of the Finniss River and habitat of the Southern Emu Wren. Plans to manage
and establish more suitable habitat for this and other threatened species were expounded.

On the second day of the trip the NVC viewed the work of Friends of Moores Road, Norton
Summit on the Monalta to Coralinga Biolink Project where they are linking private landholdings
to allow movement of native flora and fauna across the landscape with habitat enhancement.
Two significant fauna species sighted include the Southern Brown Bandicoot and the Chestnut-
rumped Heathwren (both endangered), Two rare (at state level) flora species have been identified
along with seven species that are uncommon within the Mount Lofty Ranges. Improving
biodiversity on properties surrounding and including CTomer Conservation Parks west and east
were also visited. The sites have received SEB grants over several years and this visit provided
the opportunity to view progress on several sites.

Two community forums were held: one at Mount Barker and another at Gawler. Invitees
included the SA Country Fire Service (SA CFS), NRM Boards, local government, Members of
Parliament, Regional Development Associations, agriculture groups and enviromnent
organisations, Presentations were provided which outlined policy changes to SEB offsetting by
third parties and credit creation, as well as the transition process for Natural Resources South
Australia to become the first point of contact for native vegetation enquires. This was followed
by a question and answer session with the attendees. Questions focused on legislative reform and
policy changes.

Native Vegetation Council2014-15
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MONITORING AND EVALUATION

Civil Court Orders Monitoring

The NVC continues to support the Civil Court Orders Monitoring program developed to ensure
compliance with the Nanve Pege!ajion ACi1991. Outstanding fines and civil payments are traced
and recovered through a monitoring regime. Site visits continue to ensure compliance with Civil
Court Orders issued by the Environment, Resources and Development Court (ERD Course) that
require reinediation works and/or management of native vegetation to be carried out, payments
into the fund or a combination of both management and payment

EDUCATION AND TRAINING

Crown Solicitors Office Education sessions

Due to resourcing this financial year the NVC and DEWNR staff were unable to support
education sessions, conducted by the Crown Solicitors' Office, in relation to the Nunve
Pegeioiio" ACi 1991 and the Native Pegeiotio" Regulations 2003.

NVC Accredited Consultant Training Program

In 2014-15 the NVC supported the development of a new training program to support NVC
Accredited Consultants, NRM Officers, delegated authorities and related contractors. The NVC
Accredited Consultants are utilised by landholders to provide technical skills and information to
assist in biodiversity conservation and management. This includes the identification of SEB
offsets and assets such as vegetation communities, flora and 1:1una and the management of
threats.

Four workshops were held with current consultants to ascertain training needs and to ensure the
systematic maintenance, improvement and broadening of skills within the NVC Consultancy
area. Outcomes from the workshops are being used in the planning and design of the new training
program. The new accredited NVC Consultant Training Program will be launched in early 2016
and will support over 200 consultants.

CLIMATE CHANGE

Climate change has never been more important with the projections of warmer and drier
conditions and increased likelihood of severe weather events across the State. During the 2015-
16 financial year, the NVC will be seeking to work with government, the community and
industry to support their climate change initiatives that align with native vegetation management.
The opportunity to quantify and demonstrate the importance of native vegetation in carbon
sequestration is important. For example, the vegetation within South Australian Heritage
Agreements under the Act captures approximately 73 million ton of carbon equivalent per
year. Other initiatives in primary production and through the Carbon Farming legislation that
aligns with the work of the NVC will also be progressed during the next financial year.

CLEARANCEISSl. JES

Since the enactment of the former Nonve Pege!alto" Mu?jugemeni AC! 1985 and the Norive
Pege!alton ACi 1991, South Australia has been a national leader in managing the clearance of
native vegetation. This has had important outcomes for the protection of biodiversity,
maintaining ecosystem services and for managing land degradation processes such as
sannisation.

With the exception of clearance provided for by Nunve Pege!diion Regularions 2003, the
clearance of intact native vegetation with significant biodiversity value is not pennitted by the
Act without approval.
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Following themtroduction of the Native Pegeioiioiz Regulations 2003, the range of activities and
development able to be assessed under the Regulations has broadened, Since 2003, there has
been a trend towards a higher proportion of matters seeking clearance approval under the
Regulations rather than formal clearance applications under section 28 of the Act.

SUMMARY OF CLEARANCE APPLICATIONS UNDER SECTION 28 OF THE
NIIl'/FF VEGETATION, 4CT1991

During 2014-15.19 clearance applications were approved with clearance consent being granted
to 90.9 ha of native vegetation. One extension and one new brush cutting (:1.1e!o1euca uricinoia)
applications were granted in this reporting year. However, no new clearance requests were
received,

For 2014-15, SEB established to offset the above clearance included the management or
restoration of 143.35 ha of native vegetation and agreed payments into the Native Vegetation
Fund of $104/5. Detailed information on section 28 applications is presented in Appendix I.

SUMMARY OF CLEARANCE APPLICATIONS UNDER THE NAT/!'E' PEGE7;4T/ON

REGUL/17'10NS 2003

In 2014-15,205 clearance matters consistent with the Nanve Pegeiaiio" Regulations 2003 were
approved of which 93 were assessed by the NVMU, 98 assessed under delegation (as set out in
Table I) and 14 by Native Vegetation Assessment Panel (NVAP). The total clearance of native
vegetation, under the Regulations for this reporting year was 2326.65 ha and 10/6 trees. The
high number of trees cleared in this financial year includes 622 trees removed for the Mount
Barker SE Freeway EXchange, In 2014-15,531 trees were approved for pruning.

A number of the Regulations require the estabhshment of an SEB. During the 2014-15 financial
year, SEB payments established for matters considered under the Regulations, including those
under delegation totalled $733333.31 with other clearance requirements of an on ground SEB
offset of 581.8 ha. From previous years approvals, a further $121 098 was paid into the Native
Vegetation Fund by DPTl, being payment for works on the Dukes Highway and $34770 being
payment for further works on the Southern Expressway.

It should be noted that there is an ability to clear under the Regulations that does not require
consultation with the NVC, e. g. clearance around prescribed building or structure under
Regulation 5(I)(k). Hence the amount of this clearance is unknown.

In addition to clearance outlined in Table I, DEWNR conducted 34 prescribed burns for fuel
reduction totaling 4262.8 ha and six ecological burns totaling 45.3 ha in South Australia*s parks
and reserves.

Organisation with delegated
officers

DSD Mining

DSD Ener

SA Water

DPTl

Forest SA

ElectraNet

8.9
SA CFS

Table I: Clearance decisions under Regulations by delegation 2014-15

No of clearance

decisions

4

4

11a Native

Vegetatiom
cleared

58.24

12

66

Native Vegetation Council2014-15
Page - 12 -

7

413.0

148.78

4

Trees

Removed

34.74

194

.267

o

22
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Financial Year 2013-14 Financial Year 2014-15Clearance

1924CC Application under section 28
90.9142Ha under section 28

46127Trees under section 28

205184CC under Regulations
3335 2326.65Ha under Regulations

10/6261Trees under Regulations

$ SEB under Regulations 733333.31I 533752.00

$ SEB under section 28 35725.00 10 414.84

Ha SEB offset under Regulations 581.88165

874 143.35Ha SEB offset under section 28

Table 2: Clearance statistics for comparison of financial year 2013-14 and 2014"15

Adelaide & Mount Lofty Ranges

A1inytjara Wilurara

Eyre Peninsula

Kangaroo Island

Northern and Yorke

NRM Region

SA Murray Darling Basin

South Australian Arid Lands

South East

No of

clearance

decisions

Table 3: Clearance decisions under Regulations by NRM Region 2014-15

NATIVE VEGETATION COUNCIL COMMITTEES

The NVC has the power to establish a committeds under section I O of the Act. There are three
coriumittees established by the NVC.

88

Ha Native

Vegetation
cleared

7

NATIVE VEGETATION ASSESSMENT PANEL

In September 2007 the NVC established the Native Vegetation Assessment Panel (NVAP) as a
subcoinmittee, to determine vegetation clearance matters, Heritage Agreement applications and
other operational issues PUTSuant to the Norive Pegetaiion Act 1991 and the Norive Pege!ajion
Regularions 2003.

The NVAP is a panel for operational decision-making, under the delegation of the NVC. It hears
representations from proponents in relation to matters under regulation and PUTSuant to
subsection 29(10)(b) for clearance applications. In making decisions, the NVAP has regard to
comments as required, including regional NRM Board coriument (under subsection 29(5) of the
Act) and local government comment. The NVAP also has delegation to initiate civil proceedings
in the ERD Court and provide direction on the ternis of any order sought from the ERD Court to

24

5

146.77

20

34

25.12

116.18

10

17

Trees

Removed

474

8.61

320.67

1147.94

28.55

532.8j

5

4

29

4/6

o

87
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make good a breach of the Act. The NVAP has established clear policies on decision-making
and has access to outside expertise as required. During 2014-15, the NVAP held seven meetings.

NATIVE VEGETATION COUNCIL FIRE COMMITTEE

The NVC Fire Coriumittee was established by the NVC in 2006 and has had delegation under
regulation 5(I)(y) of the Nonve Pegeioiion Regulations 2003 for all matters involving the
clearance of native vegetation by, or on behalf of; a local council complying with a management
plan approved by the NVC and regulation 5(I)(zi) for the purpose of the clearance to preserve
or enhance ecological processes,

The membership of the Fire Committee has been made up of a member from the NVC, a
representative from SA CFS and a representative from the LGA. Members are elected in
September, for a terni of two years and under the Committee's Terms of Reference may, at the
end of the two year term, be re-elected.

As part of the Premier's Boards and Committee Reform amiounced in July 2014* DEWNR
identified that the NVC Fire Committee's duties and functions needed to be reviewed. For the

financial years 2013-14 and 2014-15 members did riot meet. NO Fire Management Plans have
been assessed this financial year. The Coriumittee will not be re-appointed in September 2015.
The duties and functions will be absorbed into the Fire Management Unit of DEWNR.

Although the State Bushfire Coordinating Committee is now abolished the NVC has
representation on the Ecological Technical Reference Group to provide technical and policy
support. This group provides advice to CFS regarding Bush Fire Area Management Plans.

NATIVE VEGETATION COUNCIL GRANTS COMMITTEE

The NVC Grants Coriumittee was first established in 1998 and consists of a Chairperson and two
other members nominated by the NVC from its membership. The Grants Coriumittee informs
processes and procedures associated with the Native Vegetation Incentives Program (NVIP),
including setting of priorities for the range of NVC Grants in the conservation, restoration and
management of native vegetation, reviewing guideline documents associated with calling and
implementing the range of NVC Grants and setting the levels and types of support available
under each of the grants.

Significant Environmental Benefit Grants

The NVC launched the SEB Grants Program in October 2008. Funding for these works is
provided from payments into the Native Vegetation Fund by landowners, developers,
government agencies and mining companies to achieve the SEB required to offset the approved
clearance of native vegetation in South Australia. The SEB Grant Program creates opportunities
to work at a landscape scale and allow strategic investment at an appropriate scale.

Since the introduction of the SEB Grants Program, the NVC has supported more than 71 projects
across the eight NRM regions resulting in over 200 000 hectares of on ground works, committing
to over $13 million for conservation enhancement and landscape management works in an effort
to improve biodiversity.

In July 2014 the NVC resolved to not hold new rounds for the SEB Grants 2014-15 financial
year. This decision was made in order to undertake a thorough review of the SEB Grants Program
and to continue improving the innovative and exciting Program. The SEB Grants Program will
resume in the 2015-16 financial year.

Research Grants

The NVC Research Grants were introduced in 1998 to provide funding for research into
preservation, enhancement and management of native vegetation in South Australia. The
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provision for Research Grants is consistent with section 14(e) of the Native Pegeia!ionAci1991
and section 13(2) of the Nonve Pegeioiion Regularions 2003. The grants have been available to
private landholders, local government, state government agencies, organisations, community
groups and research institutes.

The NVC in July 2014 resolved to suspend the Research Grants for this financial year, pending
a review of the program. Since its introduction in 1998, the Research Grants Program has enabled
support of 163 research projects across the state and contributed over $1.6 twillion in funding for
native vegetation related research,

Heritage Agreement Grants

The Heritage Agreement Grant Scheme was instigated in 1995 in response to landholder requests
for assistance (in addition to fencing) to manage Heritage Agreement areas. Over the past 18
years, landholders have shown considerable interest in receiving grants to improve biodiversity
in Heritage Agreement areas.

The NVC in July 2014 resolved to suspend the Heritage Agreement Grants for this financial
year, pending a review of the program. Since 1998 the NVC Heritage Agreement Grants Scheme
has supported over 800 projects across the state. Over $1.25 million in grants have been provided
to landholders, who have matched these contributions with in-kind labour.

VEGETATION MANAGEMENT ACTIVITIES

Heritage Agreement Applications

This innovative program was started in 1980 because of concern over excessive native vegetation
clearance in the agricultural region of the state and pioneered formal 'off park' conservation in
Australia. It has been wellsupported by South Australianlandholders; there are now 2831 native
vegetation Heritage Agreement areas ensuring the long-term protection of over one million
hectares of the state's original vegetation.

During 2014"15 seven new Heritage Agreements applications were received. Seven requests for
variations and subdivisions to existing Heritage Agreements were received. Seventeen Heritage
Agreements were registered by the Minister.

Stand out activities in 2014-15 include a Heritage Agreement being entered into over a
significant area of land within the South Australian Murray Darling Basin (SAMDB) NRM
Region's Calperum and Taylorville Stations. Together the stations comprise a total of 331238
ha that will contribute to protected areas on private land. Both properties are declared as critical
habitat for species conservation under Coriumonwealthlegislation. In addition, Calperum Station
includes the western portion of the internationally important Riverland Ramsar wetlands, The
key management vision for the properties is 'to promote the conservation and sustainable
development of Calperum and Taylorville Stations through community involvement, local
capacity-building and innovative approaches to land management*,

Additionally the NVC focilitated amendments to the Little Sahara Heritage Agreement on
Kangaroo Island, Little Sahara is the name given to the mobile sand dunes partly located within
this Heritage Agreement. It is a widely promoted tourist attraction on Kangaroo Island. The area
is visited by 50 000 people per year resulting in high adverse impact on biodiversity within the
Heritage Agreement. Mutually agreed sustainable outcomes were achieved to ensure that the
Heritage Agreement area is not further degraded and that tourism can continue to operate and
provide a source of income to the Island.

Heritage Agreement Fencing

Consistent with section 14(e) of the Act, as one of a limited number of incentives* Heritage
Agreements include a clause to allow the Minister to provide fi=ncing to exclude stock from the

Native Vegetation Council2014-15
Page - 15 -



Heritage Agreement area. This is on the condition that the landholder maintains the fencing over
the remainder of its useful life. Financial assistance for the f^ncing of Heritage Agreements is
prioritised by need and availability of funds, In 2014-15 the NVC expended $48 023.04 over
6.18 kilometres across six Heritage Agreements and in doing so contributed to the ongoing
conservation and protection of a total of 841.04 hectares.

Roadside Vegetation Management

Road reserves have developed beyond providing for vehicle transport, to include provision of a
variety of services including telecommunications, gas, electricity, water and emuent mains. This
vegetation is extremely valuable from a biodiversity perspective and can contain important
Tellinant vegetation within heavily cleared areas. Road reserves often contain the only significant
remnants of native vegetation in rural areas of South Australia. The NVC supports local
government road authorities in meeting riot only their commitment to road management but also
their aim of maintaining and improving roadside native vegetation by offering an allocation from
the Fund for projects such as roadside conservation markers and/or roadside vegetation surveys.
In 2014-15 the NVC continued the ongoing support for 56 Roadside Vegetation Management
Plans. This financial year the NVC approved four Roadside Management Plans.

COMPLIANCE WITH THE NIITl!,'E PEGE7>1710N, 4CT1991

The Act provides for civil and summary enforcement proceedings for any infringement.
Significantly, any conviction for the illegal clearance of native vegetation requires the NVC to
initiate proceedings in the ERD Court seeking an order to 'make good' that breach. Offences
against the Act lie within the criminal jurisdiction of the ERD Court. This includes foilure to
comply with a Heritage Agreement.

To monitor and review the condition of native vegetation across the state, the NVC supports an
ongoing change detection program that utilises satellite imagery.

Reports Received 2014-15: Alleged Illegal Clearance

During the 2014-15 financial year the Compliance and Monitoring Team received or detected a
total of 130 reports of potential clearance of native vegetation contrary to the Nani, e Pege!alto"
11c! 1991. These reports are presented according to each NRM region in Table 4 below alongside
data for the seven preceding financial years,

NRM Region

Adelaide &

Mount Lofty
Ranges

A1inytjara
Wi!urura

Eyre Peninsula

Kangaroo
Island

Northern &
Yorke

SA Arid Lands

SA Murray
Darling Basin

07-08 08-09

59 77

09-10

25

4

49

10-11

31

11

50

10

11-12

2

48

23

30

53

12-,. 3

18

34

2

37

44

61

14

13-14
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28

60

48

15

14-15

17

29

21(1691")

36

10

22

24

36

11

34(26%)

4(3%)

8(6%)

2

25

34 34 22(17%)



South East

Sub-total

Change
Detection

Program

TOTAL*

30

Table 4: Reports received by NRM Region 2007-08 to 2014-15

The number of total reports, 130, received for 2014-15 is below the average number recorded
over the past nine years of collecting data. Of the 130 reports, 28 (22%) were detected through
the Change Detection Program (CDP), The CDP analyses satellite imagery on an aimual basis to
detect changes in native vegetation cover.

Action taken from reports received 2014-15: a"eged illegal clearance

A range of actions are available following a report of illegal clearance. The Native Vegetation
Compliance Guidelines provide direction to officers on the use of the various compliance and
enforcement tools available in the Act. The Compliance Guidelines provide transparency and
consistency in enforcement of the Act.

The following is a list of options available to resolve a report of clearance:

. Exem t non-native - Where clearance has been investigated and the vegetation is
assessed to be non-native.

. Exem t Nanve re eru!ion Re lofto, ,s 2003 - Where clearance has been investigated
and assessed to be exempt under the Regulations.

. No further action - Where the offender or exact location of the clearance cannot be

36

161 223

33

255 211 231

23

177

determined or clearance has occurred in accordance with a formal clearance approval or
is outside of the statutory timerTames orjurisdiction of the Act, no further action is taken.

. Education letter - Where clearance is assessed as trivial, occurs b accident or throu h

13(10%)

102

215

22

199

ignorance, an educational letter may be sent that identifies that clearance has occurred
and provides information about native vegetation, its value and obligations for its
protection.

2802, ,

. Written caution - Where clearance is trivial, minor, accidental or mistaken, and not a
repeat occurrence, a formal caution may be issued.

. Enforcement notice section 31E of the Act - Ex ressl authorised officers in a issue

130

this administrative order where they have reasonable grounds to believe that clearance
has or may occur. These notices are conrrnonly referred to as 'stop work' or 'make good'
notices. A make good order requires the landowner to undertake minor remedial works
to rectify clearance actions and can only be issued if the clearance is assessed as minor.

. Ex iation - A $750 fine may be issued by an authorised officer, with the authority of the
NVC, This is issued when the clearance is assessed to be minor.

. Refer for investi atton - Where it is believed that a moderate or serious offence has

occurred, an investigation is required to gather further evidence to pursue legal
proceedings.

. Pendin further information - This status is given to new reports of clearance still in the
investigative stage.
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Figure I sunrrnarises the actions taken from reports of alleged illegal clearance for the 2014-
15 financial year, and Figure 2 averages out the actiorrs taken across a six-year period from
the 2008-09 financial year to 2014-15 financial year.

Of the 130 reports received this financial year a total of 44 reports (33%) were considered to
be either NO Further Action required (23%) or Exempt - Regulation (10%) under the Nanve
Pegeioiion Regal10no"s 2003. The majority of the exempt clearances related to fence line
clearance, roadside safety, bushfire protection around dwellings or detected though the CDP
and verified to be planted vegetation, seasonal variation in cover and the result of wild fires.
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Native Vegetation Compliance Steering Committee

The operation of the Native Vegetation Compliance Steering Cornmittee continued as an
effective mechanism to review and establish directions and priorities for investigations into
possible breaches of the Act. The membership of the Steering Committee comprises: Director,
Conservation & Land Management (DEWNR), Director, Regional Coordination (DEWNR) and
the Manager, Native Vegetation Management Unit (NVC representative). The Steering
Coriumittee held four meetings in the financial year 2014-15.

Criminal Prosecutions

For the 2014-15 financial year there were no finalised court matters.

There are currently three ongoing prosecution matters before the courts and three matters being
investigated with a view of prosecution.

Civil Enforcement Proceedings

In civil enforcement proceedings, the ERD Court may order a respondent to 'make good' an
illegal clearance of native vegetation. The order may require the respondent to re-establish or
rehabilitate native vegetation on the areas cleared or may require a payment into the Native
Vegetation Fund for exemplary damages, or an amount that represents any financial benefit the
respondent may have gained, or could reasonably expect to gain from the illegal clearance. The
Ban Court may also require the respondent to publicise the environmental and other
consequences that would follow the breach and the terms of the court order. This is an important
process to discourage landholders from future clearance of native vegetation.

There were no civil matters initiated during the 2014-15 financial year, however there are three
civil matters that have been lodged in the ERD Court and are 'on hold' pending the outcome of
the criminal prosecution. This is because the NVC must under section 26(2a) of the Act initiate
civil enforcement proceedings where an offender has been convicted of clearing native
vegetation without consent,

The Act also allows the NVC to initiate civil actions separately without a prior conviction being
made. Civil proceedings in the ERD Court may also be initiated for a breach of a Heritage
Agreement.

Native Vegetation Compliance Changes

As part of the DEWNR Compliance Reform Project, the re-structured Native Vegetation
Compliance Unit has been in operation as part of DEWNR's Compliance Unit for the 2014-2015
financial year. The NVC continued in the 2014-15 year to support the Native Vegetation
Compliance Unit with a budget of $187400.

Reports of unlawful clearance are received, assessed and actioned by the NVC Compliance
Coordinator in DEWNR's Compliance Unit under delegation of the NVC. The NVC Compliance
Coordinator is also responsible for monitoring civil court orders and investigations into serious
breaches of the Act.

The Prosecution Liaison Officer and Spatial Information Officer continue to provide assistance
when required on breaches of the Act. The transition of the compliance function to the regions
is in progress with Kangaroo Island regional staff recently appointed as authorised officers under
the Act to provide support to the NVC and the NVC Compliance Coordinator.

ROLE, LEGISLATION AND STRUCTURE

The Native Pegeioiion, 4ci1991 was proclaimed on 18 April 1991. Native vegetation is defined
under the Act as a plant or plants of a species indigenous to South Australia and includes a plant
or plants growing in or under waters of the sea. The Act controls the clearance of native
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vegetation in addition to assisting the conservation, management and research of native
vegetation on lands outside the National Parks and Wildlifi= parks and reserves system.

OBJECTS OF THE NATIV^ VEGETATION ACT

The objects of the Act are to provide for:

. the conservation, protection and enhancement of native vegetation in the state

. the provision of incentives and assistance to landholders in relation to the preservation,
enhancement and management of native vegetation

. the encouragement of research into the preservation, enhancement and management of native
vegetation.

Principles of clearance of native vegetation

Clearance means any activity that could cause substantial damage to native plants, including
cutting down, removal, burning, poisoning, slashing of under storey, removal of branches (for
example, brush cutting or woodcutting), drainage or flooding of land and, in some circumstances,
grazing.

An important part of the Act is the set of provisions relating to clearance applications lodged by
landholders. In deciding whether to consent to an application to clear native vegetation, the NVC
must ref;er to the Principles of Clearance listed in Schedule I of the Act. The principles relate to
plant species diversity, significant rerunants, wetlands, soil erosion and the potential for
clearance to exacerbate flooding. In general, the NVC must not make a decision that is seriously
at variance with these principles. In its deliberations on clearance applications, the NVC also
considers practical aspects of farm management, bushfire management, the River Murray Flood
Plain and the Adelaide Dolphin Sanctuary. The NVC may consent to clearance under specified
conditions. Any clearance approved by the NVC in ordinary circumstances, may be subject to
conditions ensuring that the approved clearance is offset by an SEB.

The SEB may be achieved 'on ground' through revegetation, regeneration or protection works
on the same or adjacent properties or by a payment into the Native Vegetation Fund.

Native Vegetation Fund

The Act establishes the Native Vegetation Fund (the Fund), monies from which are made
available for the management of Heritage Agreement areas, research into the preservation, large
scale conservation, restoration and management of native vegetation once established or
reinstated on cleared land. The Fund consists of an annual allocation appropriated by Parliament,
clearance application foes, monies paid into the Fund to achieve an SEB and penalties from civil
and summary enforcement proceedings. Current legislation provides that monies paid into the
Fund as SEB payments or penalties must be managed by the NVC to establish or regenerate
native vegetation in the NRM region where the clearance or breach has occurred. New legislation
will allow that money paid into the Fund as SEB payment or penakies may be used in a region
of the state other than the region where the relevant land is located.

The Auditor-General may at any time, and must at least once in each year, audit the accounts of
the Fund.

N"live Pegei"tio, , Reg"fujio, ,s 2003

Associated with the Act are the Native Pegeiaiion RegwlQiions 2003 (the Regulations). A number
of the Regulations describe specific circumstances where clearance of native vegetation can be
undertaken without the need for a formal consent from the NVC. Other regulations, while
excluding the need to fonnally apply for the clearance of native vegetation, have detailed
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provisions that need to be fulfilled to the satisfaction of the NVC in order for the action to be
considered exempt. This might include the need to establish an SEB.

The Regulations extend the definition of native vegetation to include the protection of certain
dead trees where they provide, or have the potential to provide habitat for animals of a listed
threatened species.

Clearance of native vegetation enabled by a regulation does not apply to land protected under a
Heritage Agreement except where explicitly stated by that regulation.

In some cases, even though clearance may be exempt by the Regulations, there may be
constraints under other legislation which need to be complied with, such as the River MMrrnylid
2003, Wafer Reso"rces ACi 1997, Norurol Resources Monogemeni11ci 2004, Developmeni ACi
1993, Adderide Dolphin Sonci"dry ACi 2005 and the Commonwealth Enviro"men! Proiec!ion
und Biodi^a, sity Conferrunon ACi 1999

Legislative reform

Amendments to the Act in 2013 gave clarification that the Act applies to part of the City of
Mitcham consisting of the suburbs Bellevue Heights, Blackwood, Coromandel Valley,
CTaigburn Farm, Eden Hills, Glenalta and Hawthorndene, Maps have been made available to
include these areas, The downloadable maps are available on the Enviro Data SA website at

OS: data. environment. sa. gov. au.

The overall map encompasses the whole of South Australia. Twelve local council area maps
(mainly metropolitan) provide a breakdown of council lands where there is a mix of locations
the Act does and does not apply in. An interactive map for professional use is available
via NatureMaDs.

ROLE OF THE NATIVE VEGETAION COUNCIL

The NVC is responsible for the conservation, protection and enhancement of the native
vegetation of South Australia and, in particular, rerunant native vegetation. This is in order to
prevent further reduction of biological diversity and degradation to land and soil, loss of quantity
and quality of native vegetation and loss of critical habitat.

In answer to Premier Weatherill's reform of the South Australian government boards and
committees, announced in July 2014, the NVC wrote to the Minister for Sustainability,
Environment and Conservation addressing a range of functions of the NVC. This gave necessity
to the requirement that the NVC remain as a separate statutory body from government and be
granted exemption from abolition, In October 2014 it was formalised that the NVC would be
retained. However, the NVC committees were subject to 'other reform', It has been the
responsibility of the NVC to ensure significant changes to capacity and capability of the NVAP,
the Grants Conitnittee and the Fire Committee, This will be formalised early in the new financial
year of 2015-16.

Functions of the Native Vegetation Council

The NVC's principal functions PUTSuant to the Act include to:
. keep the condition of the native vegetation of the state under review

. advise the Minister about matters pertaining to the preservation and management of existing
native vegetation, and the re-establishment of native vegetation

. take into account and seek to further the objects of the Act

. take into account and seek to further the principles of clearance of native vegetation
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. take into account the provisions of the State NRM plan and any other relevant NRM plan
under the Narurol Resozirces ManagemeniAci 2004

. determine applications for consent to clear native vegetation

. encourage research into the preservation, enhancement and management of native vegetation
and the re-establishment of native vegetation on cleared land

. encourage the re-establishment of native vegetation on land from which native vegetation
has been cleared

. administer the Fund.

MEMBERSHIP

The NVC is established under section 7 of the Act and consists of seven members appointed by
the Governor. All members must have some knowledge of; and experience in, the preservation
and management of native vegetation. Amendments have been made to the Act to allow for
someone with planning, mining or development expertise to be appointed to the NVC. This
membership replaces the Commonwealth Minister for Environment and Conservation who
declined nomination for appointment to the NVC. Nominations have been sought but to date no
appointment has been made. The Governor appointed the present NVC membership for a two-
year term from 3 September 2013 expiring on 2 September 2015.

As at 30 June 2014 the NVC membership was as follows:

Presiding Member

Vacant - remains unfilled

(Caroline Veronica Schaefer, Nominee of the Minister for Sustainability, Environment an
Conservation resigned 31 August 2014).

Members

Bruce Comad Munday, Nominee of the Minister for Sustainability, Environment and
Conservation

Penelope Arm Paton, Nominee of the Natural Resources Management Council
Maurice Colm Roche, Nominee of the Conservation Council of SA

Emie Louise Bonhwick, Nominee of the Primary Producers SA

Barry Kym MCHugh, Nominee of the Local Government Association Inc

Vacant, Nominee of the Minister for Sustainability, Environment and Conservation (in
consultation with the Minister for Planning)

Deputy Members

Joseph Lindsay Keynes (Deputy to Munday)

Roger Barrington Wicks (Deputy to Paton)

Vacant (Deputy to Roche) Jeanette Arm Genard resigned 16 June 2014

Roger David Fadey (Deputy to Bonhwick)

He Ien Anne MOODonald (Deputy to MCHugh)

Vacant (Deputy to nominee with planning, mining or development expertise)

The Chief Officer, South Australian Country Fire Service has a standing invitation to attend
meetings of the NVC,
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Committees

Native Vegetation Assessment Panel
Chair: Bruce Munday, Nominee of the Minister for Sustainability, Environment and
Conservation

Maurice Roche, Nominee of the Conservation Council of SA

Emie Bonhwick, Nominee of the Primary Producers SA

Native Vegetation Council Fire Committee
Chair: Kym MCHugh, Nominee of the Local Government Association Inc
NGville Hyatt, Nominee of the Local Government Association Inc
Leigh Miller, Nominee of the South Australian Country Fire Service
Deputy to MCHugh: Maurice Roche
Deputy to Hyatt: Adam Gray
Deputy to Miller: Richard Wald

Native Vegetation CouncilCrants Committee
Chair: Caroline Schaef;3r, Nominee of the Minister for Sustainability, Environment and

Conservation (3 September 2013 to 28 August 2014)
Chair: Penny Paton, Nominee of the Natural Resources Management Council (appointed

17 February 20 15)

Penny Paton Nominee of the Natural Resources Management Council (3 September 2013 to 16
February 2015)

Bruce Munday, Nominee of the Minister for Sustainability, Environment and Conservation
Maurice Roche (appointed 17 February 2015)

Meetings: General and Special
During the 2014-15 financial year six formal meetings of the NVC were convened including a
visit to the Adelaide and Mount Lofty Ranges NRM region in June 2015,

Attendance by appointed members at meetings:
Member Meetin Attendance

Caroline Veronica Scliaeffer

5

2

2

6

6

2

2

6

2

6

6

2

6

5

2

Bruce Conrad Munda

Penny Ann Paton

Maurice Colm Roche

Finie Louise Borthwick

Bany Kym MCHugli

Comments

Native Ve elation Council

Native Ve elation Council Out of Session
NVC Grants Committee
Native Ve etation Council

Native Ve elation Council Out of Session

NVC Grants Committee
Native Ve etation Assessment Panel

Native Ve etation Council
Native Ve elation Council Out of Session

NVC Grants Committee

Native Ve etation Council
Native Ve etation Council Out of Session

NVC Grants Committee
Native Ve etatioii Assessment Panel

Native Ve etation Council
Native Ve elation Council Out of Session
Native Ve elation Assessment Panel

Native Ve elation Council
Native Ve elation Council Out of Session
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Governance Arrangements

As required by section 16 of the Act the NVC was assisted by the Secretary, the Manager of
NVMU, the Coordinator Assessment and Stakeholder Liaison Officer and, as required, by other
officers employed by DEWNR under the Public Sector ACi 2009.

The numbers and the expertise of staff from DEWNR working on native vegetation issues are of
critical importance to the NVC, as it relies almost solely on DEWNR officers, in particular
members of the NVMU for legislative, technical, scientific and administration advice. Reporting
on this matter is contained within the DEWNR Annual Report 2014-15.

Management of Human Resources
The NVC members (no government employees) received the following remuneration as
determined by the Governor:

Native Vegetation Council Remuneration

Presiding Member: Annual stipend $18 000
Members: Sitting Fee $206 per four hours

Native Vegetation Assessment Panel

Chair Sitting Fee $221 per four hours
Member: Sitting Fee $177 per four hours

Native Vegetation Council Grants Committee Remuneration

Chair Sitting Fee $129 per four hours
Member: Sitting Fee $103 per four hours

Employee numbers, gender and status
The NVC has no staff of its own and relies on staff resources from DEWNR. Members of the
NVC are aware of and abide by the employment opportunity policies and programs of DEWNR.
Reporting on this matter can be viewed in the DEWNR Annual Report for 2014-15.

The gender balance of the NVC is taken into consideration when members are appointed. During
the period I July 2014 to 28 August 2014 the gender balance was three male and three female
members. During the period 29 August 2014 to 30 June 2015 the gender balance was three male
and two fomale members. For the financial year 2014-15 the gender balance for deputy members
was one fomale and three male deputy members.

The following matters are also contained in the DEWNR annual report 2014-15:

. Workforce Diversity

. Workforce Adaptation

. Executives

. Leave Management

. Performance Development

. Leadership and Management Development

. Employment Opportunity Programs

. Work Health and Satisty and Injury Management

. Reporting Against Corer's Recogniiion Act 2005

. Disability Access and Inclusion Plans

. Government Buildings Energy Strategy

. Public Complaints

. Sustainability Reporting

. Financial Performance

. Account Payment Performance

Native Vegetation Council2014-15
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CONTRACTUAL ARRANGEMENTS

During the reporting period the NVC did not enter into contractual agreements exceeding
$4 million in value.

FRAUD

Financial services are provided to the NVC by DEWNR. Reporting on strategies to detect
instances of fraud is contained in the DEWNR Annual Report for 2014-15.

It is declared that there were no instances of fraud detected in the activities undertaken by the
NVC during this reporting year.

CONSULTANTS

The NVC did not hire consultants during the reporting period. However, the NVC has utilised
the advice and services of SA CFS, DEWNR, Crown Solicitors Office, other government
agencies, industry and the community sector. The NVC wishes to thank those persons who have
been so generous in sharing their knowledge and expertise with the members.

OVERSEAS TRAVEL

It is declared that no member of the NVC has travelled overseas on the business of the NVC

during this reporting period.

ASBESTOS MANAGEMENTIN GOVERNMENT BUILDINGS

The NVC uses the focilities and services of staff of DEWNR, Reporting on these matters is
contained in the DEWNR Annual Report for 2014-15.

URBAN DESIGN CHARTER

The NVC in 2014-15 continued to maintain the Government of South Australia's con"nitment

to good urban design through the management of native vegetation in public places.

No events occurred in this reporting period that required the NVC to consider the principles of
urban design contained in the South Australian Urban Design Charter.

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION - INFORMATION STATEMENTS

As a DEWNR administered entity, the NVC participates and abides by the arrangements outlined
in the DEWNR Freedom of Information regime. Reporting on this matter is contained in the
DEWNR Information Statement published on the web WWW. environment. sa. gov. au.

WHISTLEBLO, ,/ERSPROTECT/ON/ICT1993

Reporting requirements against the IPhis!fob!infers Pro!eciion ACi 1993 require the NVC to
report on the number of occasions on which public interest information has been disclosed to a
Responsible Officer of the agency, There were no disclosures made during the 2014-15 financial
year.

REGIONALIMPACT ASSESSMENT STATEMENT

The NVC did not undertake any Regional Impact Assessment Statements during the 2014-15
financial year.

Native Vegetation Council2014-15
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RECONCILIATION STATEMENT

The NVC would like to acknowledge the land on which it meets is the traditional lands for the
Kaurna people and that it respects their spiritual relationship with their country. The NVC also
acknowledges the Kaurna people as the custodians of the Addaide region and that their cultural
and heritage beliefs are still as important to the living Kaurna people today.

In fulfilling its functions, the NVC is cognisant of the cultural and natural heritage of traditional
owners and strives to achieve positive outcomes wherever these matters are concerned.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

The NVC would like to thank the Minister and staff of DEWNR for the support and
encouragement that it has received over the year.
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Regulation

APPENDIX 2 : NATIVE VEGETATION CLEARANCE

UNDER REGULATIONS: 2014-15

5(I)(a)

5 ( I )(ab)
5 ( I )(b)

5(I)(d)

5(I)(da)

Dwellings and Associated
Structures

Residential Sub-division

Prescribed buildings and
structures other than dwellin s

Public Interest or Infrastructure

Minor Clearance -

Developments
Repair or maintenance works of O
the Crown

Repair or Maintenance of
Infrastructure

Commissioner of Hi hwa s

Clearance around prescribed
buildin and structure

Avoid Damage
Public Safe

Clearance for fenceline

Clearance for walking track
Roadside vegetation
(inaria ement)

Mining Exploration &
O erations

Re ro\vih Maria ement Plan

Maintenance of Pasture

Grazin of Native Ve etation

Preserving, Enhancing
Biolo ical Diversity
Maria ement Problems

Pest Plant & Animal

Clearance for fire prevention
and control

TOTAL

Description

5(I)(e)

5(I) (g)

5(I)(h)
5(I)(k)

No of Applications
2013-14

14

S(I)(I)

5(I)(Ib)
5(I)(s)

5(I)(u)

5(I)(y)

7

2

32 ' 100

2

5(I)(zc) &
(zd)

5(I)(zfa)

5(I)(zg)
5(I)(zh)

5(I)(zi)

No of Applications
2014-15

19

o

8

, , 8" ''

3 + 28A

5(I)(zj)
5(I)(zk)
5A

27

4

6

7 + 8'

3

13 +31'

O+

o applications assessed by SA Water under delegation from the NVC
' applications assessed by DPTl under Sop endorsed by the NVC
' applications assessed by DSD under delegation from the NVC
> applications assessed by Forestry SA under delegation from the NVC
o applications assessed by ElectraNet under delegation from the NVC
Q applications assessed by SA CFS under NV Regulation 5A

O + 18'

9

6 + 35'

O+

5

o

o

8 + 6*

3

O ' 20

O + 15' +

O + 8'

2

2

7 ' 40

184

Native Vegetation Council AimualReport 2014-15
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APPENDIX 3: FINANCIAL STATEMENT OF THE NATIVE

VEGETATION FUND FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2015

Audited financial statements are attached
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Native Vegetation Fund

Annual Financial Statements

For the Year Ended 30 June 20.5



We certify that the attached general purpose financial statements for the Native Vegetation Fund:

. comply with relevant Treasurer's Instructions issued under Section 41 of the Public Finance and Audit
Acti987, and relevant Australian accounting standards;

. are in accordance with the accounts and records of the Native Vegetation Fund; and

. present a true and fair view of the financial position of the Native Vegetation Fund as at 30 June 2045
and the results of its operation and cash flows for the financial year

We certify that the internal controls employed by the Native Vegetation Fund for the financial year over its
financial reporting and its preparation of the general purpose financial statements have been effective
throughout the reporting period

Certification of the Financial Statements

Native Vegetation Fu rid

Em y Jenke
Presiding Member
Native Vegetation Fund

October 2015

.

^I

(
Ŝandy Pitcher
Chief Executive

Department of Environment,
Water and Natural Resources

^October 2015

Michelle Gi hs

Chief Financial Officer

Department of Environment,
Water and Natural Resources

;I ^ October 2015

\



Expenses

Supplies and services
Grants and subsidies

Other expenses

Total expenses

Native Vegetation Fund

Statement of Comprehensive Income

For the Year Ended 30 June 20.5

Income

Revenues from fees and charges
Interest revenues

Total income

Net cost of providing services

Revenues from SA Government

Revenues from SA Government

Total revenues from SA Government

Net result

Total comprehensive result

The net result and total comprehensive result are attobutable to the SA Government as owner

Note

The above statement should be read in conjunction with the accompanying notes

20.5

$'000

6

7

72

2895

9

20.4

$'000

2976

8

9

327

2733

9

3 069

123

8.8

10

2.58

145

, 054

804

, 054

2265

(, I 04)

(, I 04)

, 031

I031

(I 234)

(I 234)



Current assets

Cash and cash equivalents
Receivables
Total current assets

Total assets

Current liabilities

Payables
Total current liabilities

Total liabilities

Native Vegetation Fund

Statement of Financial Position

As at 30 June 20.5

Net assets

Equity
Retained earnings

Total equity

The total equity is attributable to the SA Government as owner

Unrecognised contractual commitments
Contingent assets and liabilities

The above statement should be read in conjunction with the accompanyihg notes

Note

14
42

20.5

$'000

4304
,08

13

44.2
44.2

20.4

$'000

5245
96

225

225

5341

225

5341

4187

4.87

50

16

17

4.87

50
50

5291

5291

5291



Balance at 30 June 20'13

Net result for 2013-14

Total comprehensive result for 20*3-, 4

Native Vegetation Fund

Balance at 30 June 20.4

Statement of Changes in Equity

For the Year Ended 30 June 20,5

Net result for 2014-15

Total comprehensive result for 20.4-, 5

Balance at 30 June 20.5

All changes in equity are attributable to the SA Government as owner

The above statement should be read Ih conjunction wi!h the accompanying notes

Retained

Earnings

$'000

6525

(I 234)

Total

(, 234)

$'000

6525

(, 234)

529,

(I I 04)

(, 234)

(, , 04)

529,

4187

(I I 04)

(, , 04)

4.87



Cash flows from operating activities
Cash outflows

Payments for supplies and services
Payments of grants and subsidies
Other payments
Cash used in operations

Statement of Cash Flows

For the Year Ended 30 June 20.5

Note

Native Vegetation Fund

Cash inflows

Fees and charges
Interest received

Cash generated from operations

Cash flows from SA Government

Receipts from SA Government
Cash generated from SA Government

Net cash (used in) operating activities

Net (decrease) in cash and cash equivalents

Cash and cash equivalents at the beginning of the period

Cash and cash equivalents at the end of the period

The above statement should be read in conjunction with the accompanying notes

20.5

$'000

(72)
(2721)

(9)
(2802)

20.4

$'000

(327)
(31/9)

(9)
(3455)

682
,25
807

14

I 054
I 054

729
151

(94, )

880

11

I 031

(94, )_

I 031

5245

(, 544)

4304

(I 544)

6789

5245
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Objectives of the Native Vegetation Fund
The Native Vegetation Fund (the Fund) is established under section 21 of the Native Vegetat, bn AC! 7997 (the Act). The major purpose o1
the Fund is to provide funds 10 be applied for research, preservation enhancement and management of nalive vegetation in South
AUSlralia and encouraging the reestablish merit o1 native vegetation on and from Milch It has been previously cleared.
The Native Vegetation Council (me Council) is respq'ISIble for the adminstiation o1 the Fund in accordance with the Act.
In accordance with the provisions o1 the Act. the Counol has delegated certa n fund, ons to officers within Ihe Department o1 Environment,
Water and Natural Resources (DEWNR). vino providelechnica and adm nistrative supportirclL, dinglhe use orceftain plant and
equipment. office accommodation and various administrative services These services are provided by DEWNR at no charge 10 the
Council and have not been recognised in the financial slatemerits of the Fund as 11 is impractical to detennine the value o1 these services

Native Vegetation Fund

Notes to and forming part of the Financial Statements
For the Year Ended 30 June 2015

2 Summary of significant accounting policies
Iai Statement of compliance

These financial slate merits have been prepared in compliance with section 23 of the Pubfic F1hance and Audit Act 1987
The financial statements are general purpose finandal statements The accounts have been prepared in accordance with relevant
Australian Accounting Standards. and comply with Treasurer's Instructions and Accounting Polcy Statements promulgated under the
provision o111re Public Finance and Audit Ac1,987.
The Fund has applied AUStral an Accounting Standards that are applicable 10 not-for-profit entities, as the Fund is a not-for-profit entity.
Except for AASB 20's-7 chich the Fund has early adopted. Australian Accounting Standards and interpretations that have recen!Iy been
Issued or amended but are riot yet effective have riot been adopted by the Fund for the reporting period ending 30 June 2015 (refer note 3).

to) Basis of preparalon

The preparation of the financial statements requires

. The use of certain account rig estimates and requires management to exercise Its judgement in the process of applying the Fund's
accounting policies Areas Invo ving a higher degree of judgement or atIere assumptions and est mates are significant to the financial
statements. are outl ned in the appl, cable notes

. The selection and applicalion o1 accounting 001cies in a manner chich ensures that the resulting financial Information sat. sties the
concepts of relevance and reliability. thereby ensuring that the substance of the underlying transadions or other events are reported

Compliance with Accounting Policy Statements Issued pursuanllo section 41 of the Pub"c Finance and Audit Act I987. In Iheinterest
of public accountabi"Iy and transparerrey the Accounting Policy Statements require the foilo"rig note disdosures. chich have been
included in this financial report

(a) revenues, expenses, financial assets and I ab Ities there the counterpartylt, an saction Is with an entity within the SA Government
as at reporting date, class lied according 10 the r nature

to) Native Vegetalion Council/Committee member and remuneration information. there a counci committee member Is entitled to
receive 11^Qine from membersh p other than a d rect out^1-00ckel reimbursement

The Fund's Statement o1 Comprehensive Income, Statement of Financial Position and Statement o1Changes in Equity have been prepared
on an accrual basis and are in accordance with historical cost convention

The Statement of Cash Flows has been prepared on a cash basis

The financial statements have been prepared based on a 12 month period and presented in Australian currency

The acoounting policies set out below have been applied in preparing the financial statements for the year ended 30 June 2015 and the
comparative information presented

ICj Reporting entity
The financial adjvities of the Fund are primarily conducted through an Interest beating deposit account established pursuant to section 8 o1
the Public Finance andAudit Act 7987 and held with the Department of Treasury and Finance (DTF)

,

The Fund's sources of revenue in dude:

. money appropriated by Parliament for the purposes of the Fund

. lees payable in respect of applications to the Council 10 dear native vegetation

. expiation lees and penalties recovered in respect of offences against the Act

. interest from 'nvestment of the Fund

Id) Comparative information
The presentalion and dassification of Items in the f nancial statements are consistent with prior periods except there specific accou
standards andlor accounting policy statements have required a change

Where presentation or dassiiication of Items in the financial statements have been amended comparative figures have been adjusted I
conform lo changes in presentation or classification in these financial state menls unless impradicable
The restated compare!ive amounts do not replace the original financial stalemenis for the preceding period

tel Rounding
All amounts in Ihe financial statements and accompanying notes have been rounded to the nearest thousand dollars ($'000).



2 Summary of significant accounting policies (continuedI
in Taxatlon

The Fund is not subject 10 income tax. The Fund is liable for hinge benefits tax and goods and services lax (GST)
DEWNR prepares a Business Adjvity Statement on behalf of the Fund under the grouping provisions of the GST legislation. Under thes
provisions. DEWNR is liable for the payments and entitled to the receipts associaled with GST. Therefore the Fund's net GST
receivableIPayable Is recorded in DEWNR's Statement o1 Financial Position. GST cash flows applicable 10 the Fund are recorded in
DEWNR's Statement o1 Cash Flows

Unrecogn, red contractual commitments and contingencies are disclosed net of the amount of GST recoverable from or payable 10 the
Australian Taxation Office. " GST is not payable to. or recoverable from the Australian Taxation Office. the commitments and contingenc
are disclosed on a gross bas, s

Native Vegetation Fund

Notes to and forming part of the Financial Statements
For the Year Ended 30 June 20,5

(9) Events after the reporting period
Adjuslments are made 10 amounts recognised in Ihe financial statements. where an eveni occurs after 30 June and before Ihe date
financial statements are authorised for Issue. viere Innse events provide Information about condilions that existed at 30 June

Nole disclosure is made about events between 30 June and the dale the financial statements are authorised for issue there the ev
relate to a condition chich arose after 30 June and chich may have a material impact on the results of subsequent years

fin Income
Income Is recognised 10 the extent that it is probable that the now of economic hanems 10 the Fund will occur and can be reliably me asur

Income has been aggregated according to Its nature and has riot been offset unless required or permitted by a specific accounting
standard. or there offsetiing reflects the substance of the transadion or other event

The 10/10wing are specific recognition criteria

Fees and charges
Revenues from fees and charges are derived from the provision of goods and services to other SA Government agencies and 10 the publ;c.
Th s revenue Is recognised upon delivery of the service to the clients or by reference to the stage o1 completion

Revenues from SA Govern, rent

Appropriations for program funding are recognised as revenues men the Fund obtains control over the funding. The Fund Teceives its
appropriation income as an intra-government transfer via DEWNR. Control over appropriations is nonnally obtained upon receipt.

(1) Expenses
Expenses are recognised to the extent Ihat it is probable that the flow of economic benefits from the Fund will occur and can be reliably
measured.

Expenses have been aggregated according to their nature and have riot been offset unless required or permitted by a specific accounting
standard. or there offsetting reflects the substance of the transaction or other event

The following are specific recognition criteria

Grants and subsJ'dies

For contributions payable, the contribution will be recognised as a liability and expense then the entity has a present obligation 10 pay the
contribution and Ine expense recognition criteria are met
All contrlbulions paid by the Fund have been contributions with unconditional stipulations attached

q1 Current and noricurrent classification
Assets arxi liabilities are charadensed as either current or nori-current in nature Assets and liabilities that are 10 be sold. consumed o
realised as parlor the normal operating cycle even then they are riot expeded 10 be realised within 12 months after the reporting date
have been dassified as current assels or current liabilities. All other assets and liabilities are classified as non-current

Where asset arki liability line Items combine amounts expected to be realised wiihin 12 months and more than a2 months, the Fund has
separately disclosed the amounts expected to be recovered or settled after more than I2 months

(kj Assets
Assets have been classified according to their nature and have riot been offsei unless required or permitted by a specific accounting
standard. or there offsetting reflects the substance of the transaaion or other event
Where an asset line item comb nes amounts expected to be settled within, 2 months and more than 12 months. the Fund has separate!
disdosed the amounts expeded to be recovered after more than 12 months

Cash and cash equivalents
Cash and cash equivalents in the Statement of Financial Position include cash at bank and on hand.
For the purposes of the Statement of Cash Flows. cash and cash equivalents consists o1 cash and cash equivalents as defined above
Cash is measured at nominal value.

Receivables

Receivables arise from fees ar, d penalties and compensation payments recovered in respect to offences against the Act. Receivables ar
generally settled within 30 days after the issue o1 an Invoice or the goods/services have been provided under a contractual arrangement

Collectability of receivables is reviewed on an ongoing bas, s An allowance for doubtful debt Is raised when there is objective evidence that
the Fund will not be able to collect the debt. Bad debts are written o11 then identified



Natlve Vegetation Fund

Notes to and forming part of the Financial Statements
For the Year Ended 30 June 20.5

2 Summary of significant accounting policles Icontlnued)
1/1 Liabilities

Liabilities have been classified according to their nature and have not been offset unless required or permitted by a specific accounting
star^ard, or there offsetting reineds the substance of the transaction or other event.
Wt^re a liability line Item combines amounts to be expoded 10 be settled within 12 months and more than 12 months. the Fund has
separately disclosed the amounts expected to be settled after morelhan 12 months

Payabres
Payables include credi!ors and accrued expenses.

Creditors represent the amounts owing for goods and services received prior to the end o1 the reporting period that are unpaid at the the
end o1 the reporting period. Creditors in dude all unpaid invoices received relating 10 the normal operations o1 the Native Vegelalion Fund

Accrued expenses represent goods and services provided by the other parties during the period that are unpaid at the end of the reporting
period and where an invoice has not been received

All payables are measured at their nominal amount. are unsecured and are normally settled unthin 30 days from the dale the invoice is first
received

tin) Unrecognlsed contractual commitments and contingent assets and liabilities
Commitmenls Include operating, capital and outsourcing arrangements arising from contractual or statutory sources and are disclosed at
their nominal value

Conbngent assets and contingent liabilities are nol recognised in the Statement of Financial Position. but are disclosed by way of a note
and. 11 quaniiliab e. are measured at nominal value
Unrecognised contractual commitments and contingencies are disdosed net o1 the amount o1 GST recoverable from. or payable 10. the
Australian Taxation Office " GST Is not payable to. or recoverable from, the Australian Taxation Office. the commitments and
contingencies are disclosed on a gross basis

3 New and revised accounting standards and policies

Accounting Standards
Except for MSB 2015-7 chich the Fund has early adopted, AUStra"an Accounting Standards and InIerpretalions that have recently been
issued or amended but are riot yet effective, have not been adopted by the Fund for the period ending 30 June 2015. The Fund has
assessed the imp^I of the new and amended standards and Interpretations and considers there will be no impact on the accounting
policies or the finarreia! statements o1 the Fund
The new AASB 1055 Budgelary Reporting. witich become effective forthe first time in 2014-15 has no impact on the Fund as the budgetary
Info, matbn is riot separately identified and presented to Parliament in the original budgeted financial statements in respect of the reporting
period (2014-15 Budget Paper 4)

In accordance with Ire new AASB to Conso dated Financial Statements ar^ MSB 11 Joint Arrangements. which became effective for the
first timein 2014-, 5.1he Fund has, ev, ened Its conlrol assessments (I e Ite Fund s Involvement with the entity; protective and substantive
rights; ability 10 direct major relevant activities etc. ) in accordance with AASB 10 and Its classification assessments in acoo, dance with
MSB I I and has concluded that there Is no Impact. The Fund does riot currently control another entity and does riot have anyjoinl
arrangements within the score o1 AASB I I

4 Activities of the Fund

In achieving its objectives, the Fund conducts all of IIS activities through Ihe one program - to provide funds to be applied for research.
preservation, enhancement and management o1 native vegetation in South Australia and encouraging the reestablish menl of native
vegetation on land from willch It has been previously cleared



5 Supplies and services

Aceommodairon and properly
Travel arc atcoinmodalion
VeF"tos - Aircra"
Collarederg
Fee for scoree
Mirror works
General admir"stration
0:1rer

Total Supplies and service,

6 Grants and subsidies

Native Vegetation Fund

Notes to and forming part of the Financial Statements

For the Year Ended 30 June 20's

Payment o1 Heritage Ageemeni Grant Scrremes
Coinr^unto to Native VanetalioriCorricil ScoreiarBifor NVC MinimstraiNe SIPcorl
Conlribtniori to me Native Vanerelion Conicil Secretarial for Biodiversily Assessment Furrslton
ContrbLitiorilo iha Hall^, Vonelation Conicil Secretarial for contrad positions - NV Incentives Pronram Mariaqe"enl
Conlribu!, onto to Native Voo, hipn Coursil, or CoyridlOPera!rig Cosls
Cornribu!10n 10 DEWNR for Marener Native Veqeiaiiori Maneqemeni Unit
Cornribu!, on 10 tie Native Veoelaion Coursil Secretar, 81 for contraci POS, "n . ProsecL, ,on Liaison Officer
Cordrby!or 10 lire Halve Veqetalqi Coursil Sandaret for contract POS, ^I - NVC Coinmu^con and Engagement Officer
Coin^'10/1 to DEWNR for Condi, ^^'. Assessment Bad SI^eha^r Liaison
Con"bit^, to 1.10 Nane Vegeta!mm Coursil Secte!arLat Iq'It" Coinmur^and. Strategy BushRAT
ConU^", to DEWNR for CoddirElo, . Gover. alto am AdmiralTallon
Coral, futon 10 DEWNR 10r Reamal mrs. ion NV dregs
Cunt, hymn 10 DEWNR 10r Opening Cosls NVMU
Contrb. 1110nlo DEWNR lines!19aliq'Is and CornplLa, "o Urn
Camr^, Iron to Ite Native VegeLalon Cent, I Seereia, jailer Sadala Coinmpnj
CoriumR^'110 the Name Vegetal", Conic, I Sec, elana! ,or Piered"', g Vegetation Under the NV Act
Coinri"linto me mustIV Sunom coree, SA fuki Lar^s Req, on
Coin, futon io DEWNR for Stalewide VCgelaiori Cover Monitoring
Centribu!, onto DEWNR for Change Deleciiori Picoram
ConlrbiJ: 10 DEWNR 10r 5001h East Woodland Resioraiion goq, am
Resea, ch gains
Local Goverfuneni panis
01rrer grants
Toml Grants and .ubsidios

Grants and ,ubsldie, paidoayable to e""lies within SA Government
Tha following granls a, xi subsides (,, clL, ded in lire gains and 5051dies amou, !s shown above I were provided to onlines within the SA Govenmnenl:

20's
3'000

59
,63
58

143
52

129

PavingIt o1 Hanaoe Aryeemeni Gram Setemes
Conlrb. ,Inn 10 un Native Veoe!etcn Cowlc, I Secretarial jin' NVC Adminisiretwe Sumorl
ConlribL, 10,110 lie Name VODe!alum CoursJISeaetarbtlo' Biodiversity Assessment Furc!10n
Conlribtd, onto tire Nalwe Venelal, ", Cours. I Sodaarbt Ior contract DOSdions . NV Incentives Program Management
ConlribL, 10n to It, Nalwe Veqetalui COULDllor Cours, Operating Costs
Coinribu!10n to DEWNR jin Manurer Nal"e Veoelali^I Manurernem Un"
CoinribLi!10n to Ile Name Voneta!in Comicil Sadelar^110r comacl POSnion - Pro^CL, 10n Liaison 01,100r
Comb, ton 10 lite Name VBneiaiion Con, cil Sodeiarinl for connect DOSHnn - NVC Coinmuncaiion and Endaqemen101/1ce,
Cadrbu!unto DEWNR jar Condinelor. Assessmer" and Slatercolder Liaison
Cornr, but co lo trio NatNe Vanelalion Combl Secreiariai for IP" Communication Sireteav BushRAT
CoinrbL"10,110 DEWNR for CoqdirBlor. Govemnrree a, xi Administrat, on
Con8rbiJ1"110 DEWNR for RogerIai Transiiio, . NV tincers
Corium, ron 10 DEWNR for Operat, n Costs NVMU
GorierI^iton 10 DEWNR lines Loand:s Bad Compliance Ural
Conlrtr, !on to in NORIve Veoelaiqi Cow^11 Seaeia"Ifu' Err^Ia Comment
ConUi^,, on 10 It. Nanvo Vegataim COLICil Seerelar, 81 I0r Proiedir. q Vone!8110ri U!der tile NV Act
Corn, by, on tofu Natwe Vonet. Iron Coneil Secretsi, all"' mm!coopier and maintenance
Conicionion to lire Industry Sun^I oncer S^L Ream
Cornri^. I'mn to DEWNR 101 Sialonide Vaneiatot Cover Merinonriq
Camri^nipn to DEWNR lot Change Doled, or, Promarn
Conlriimion 10 DEWNR for Sonh East Woodlarxi Rosieralton quqra"
Research granis

Total Grants and subsidies paldlpayable to entities within SA Government

20.5

5'000
14

2014

3'000
11

7
2

26
24

244
13

2
47

3
6

72̂
^

2015

$'000

59
163
58

143

52
129

327

7 Other expenses

2014

3'000

122
101
100
147

ALr, :I fees

Bad ard doub"L, deois
Other

Total Other axpenses

61

1/7

7

104

175

28

187

43
40

ALidil fees paidpayab!e ID the Audilor-Generals Department relating to the Budil of financial SIalements
Total Audit fees

2

119
475

970

47

2.95

a

7
50

193
250

^^

1577

98

2733

20.4
$'DOD
122
101
100
147

61
117

7
104
,75
28

187

43
40

2

1/9
475

534

24.1

3
7

50
tea
250

20.5

5000

10

(1)

538

a 596

^^

2014

$'000

a

9

10
10

9

a
a



7 Other expenses Icontinued)
Other setvic, ,
NG other services were provided by the ALidilorGenerars DeoaRmenl

8 Revenues from fees and charges

Fees. fines and remit:es
Skindcanl emuomnenla! benefits'

Total Revenues from foe, and charges

Native Vegetation Fund

Notes to and foming part of the Financial Statements

For the Year Ended 30 June 2015

Fee. and charges received free. Iv, ble from entities within the SA Government
The 101bwirg lees a, " charges InclLided in the fees and charges revenLes strewn above) were receivedIreceivabie from erutes within the SA Government

Sprintsnt eruironmenlal benefits
Total Foes and chang, . receivedIrecelvable from entities within Ih. SA Government

' Tha owner o1 Iar^ cowltich nullve VODela!,". Is rowing or Is sitL, aled. may apply for consent to clear lie vegetation under SOClior, 28 of 19. ACi in consenting
10 the clearance of flabve vegelaiion orxler sed@, 29 dire Act. to Cowlcil may attach a corditon requi, ,o tile 8001, refillo make a paymeril mlo lte Ford of
an am omit combered by Ite Coupl to be sumcen! 10 acFreve a 3.91it, cam env, omantal be, ,Bill Ttre nerves pad into Ir, twig must as jar as qaciicable. be
used lo eslablish or legeneiale reine ve9e!all", on lard us! Is with If" same region o11f, Slate 83/1re cleared land and that has been selected by tie
Cowlcil lor Ihat pyrose rev, ^ ,eonrd 10 Ifre Regional BIOdr, e, shy PIaris approved by tile Minister for hat regorL

9 Interest revenues

interest Irom collies within to SA Governm

Total Interest rovenu. ,

10 Revenues from SA Government

Appropriations from Consolidated Account Dursuan! to Ite AceroDriatiori Act
Total Revenues from SA Government

I, Cash and cash equivalents

Deposits with Ite TreasLrter
Total Cash and cash equivalents

Interest rate risk

Cash decosils are recogr"sed at Ireir nomirel amounls and Interest Is credited 10 revenue as it accrues The Fund jinesis surplus furxis with me T, easuer
InIeresl Is earned on It, e average monthly balance an raies based on Ihe DTF 90 day average overnight cash interesl rate and Interest ,s pa, d at tie end of each
quarter

12 Receivables

Current
Receivables

Less Atonerice for doubtful debts

20.5

$000
16

679

695̂
^

Accrued interest

TDI. I Current receivables

2014

3'000
42

617

659

Receivables 1.0m entitle8 within the SA Government

Ttre faithr, recewables 1100/1kied In Ile receivables amounl stown above) were receivable from entitles unfurl lie SA Government

20.5
.'000

406

406

Receivables
Accrued interest
Total Receivables from entities within the SA Government

2014
5'000

351

35,

20.5

3'000
123

123̂
^

2014

$000
145

145

20.5
3'000

I 054

I05-4̂
^

20.4
$000

I031

I031

2015

$'@00
4304

4304̂
^

2014

3'000
5245

5245

2015
5'000

99

20.4
5000

99

9

tuĝ
^

66

1/1
85

,I

96

20.5
3'000

45
9

54

2014
3'000

11
It
22



12 Receivables(continued)
Movernunl In rho allowance for doubt, ul debts

Tire allowance I"' doorul reds (altowarice for impainnonl loss) is recognised wren hare E objeclive ev, derEe (I e calculated on pasl expererice and current
a, DC1 orpecled changes in clen! credit mine I hat a receivable Is Impaired An allowance for impairment loss has been recognised in 'at, ^, expenses' in the
Stalemem of Coin"errsnsrve Ironne for speedis debiors am redo, s assessed on a collect, ve basis for which gush Guiderrse ex, SIS

Movements in lire a, owarice for doubtful debtsj"palmen! lossj

Carrying amount, , the beginning o11he period
Deerease in IFe 8110"area

C. rrying amount ., Ih. end o1 the period

Native Vegetation Fund

Notes to and foming part of the Financial Statements

Forthe Year Ended 30 June 20'15

Interest rite and credit risk

Receivables are raised 10r an goods aid services provided for theh payment has riot been recewed Receivables are normally settled within 30 days
Receivables. prepayments grid acerL" leveruss are nontitlerest bearing
Oilier han as rococosed in 1.1e allowar"e for do"!Iul debts. 11.3 net anticipated hat courterpa, I'S wil fail 10 discharge their obligations Ttre carrying amount of
receivables approximates rrel jar value dLie 10 hairpiecervab!a on demand T*, ere Is re concoriira!10n o1 credii risk

1.1 Maturl, y an. Iysi. o1 receivables - leie, rote , 5
Ibj Calegori, ation of financial instrun"n, , and risk exposure infomiation - refer nole I5

, 3 Payables

Current
Cred"o15

ACULied expenses
Total Current payables

Current payable. to entities within the SA Governrnent
TIE folbwirg payables ladL, ded in Irre payables amount shown above) were payable to entilies within Ite SA Government

Creditors
Acorusd expenses
Total Current pay. bio, to entities within the SA Government

Intero. 1 rat, and credit risk
Credto, s Bad aceruals are raised for all amamis bred by! unpaid. Sundry oredrlo, s are renally settled within 30 days All payables are nori-InjuresI bearing
Tie conyirig announi of payables legesen!s far vakie Cue to Ite am amis Deny payable on Gemar^

1.1 ". runty .ridy. Is of payables - refer 0010 15
Ibi Canegori, atton o1 financial instrumen, , and risk exposure information - refer note 15

,4 Cash flow reconciliation

Reconciliation of cash and cash equivalents at the end o11he reporting pe '
Cash a, .d cash equwalenls discbsed in Ite Slalomenl of Friarcel Position
Bai. nc. as p. r th. Sta, .morit of C. .h Flows

Reconcili. lion of n. I c"hju, .d In} operating activi, Ies to net cost of providi

NoteashIusedin11 govi*d by opera!Ing a=Iiviiies
Less revelnes from SA Government

Movement In 8,301, and liabilities

Inneasel(deereasej in receivables
11ncreaseydecrease in payables

No. cost of provlding services

20.5
3'000

(1)

I5 Financial risk managementIfinancial instruments
15.1 Financial risk management
Risk management is managed by Ihe FLr, ds cor, forale services section Bad decorumental risk management policies are in accordarce wnh Ite Risk
Managerrent Pdfoy Statement issued by to Prem;of ar^ TreasLrer ar^ Itre my^'10s OSIablished In the Australian Slanderd R'Sk Managemen! Principles and
Guide!, nes.
T, Ie FUKI is exposed 10 hareia! risk - Iiq. lidity risk credit risk and markel risk T*", e have been re changes un risk exposure sine ILE last ,eporiing period

2014
"000

in

1.1

15.2 Catsgorisation o1 rinand. 11n, hymen, s
Debits o1 Ite sinn, earl1800corit, , co*DIES ard metrods adopted InclLid, ^ the titena for recognition. the basis of measurement. and the basis on wh:c
ar^ e, per, 5.3 are recogr, sad with 1.39ed to each class of Ironed 835eq toned banil*y aid eq. nly netrument are dadosed in rote 2
Refer neta 15310, Ile carry, ,g am omits of each o1 tie foilonirq categories of Ironcbl assols and liabilities' lore, vades and payables measured at cost

The Ford does cot rec^se any Ironed assets or financial habitrtes at Iair value. but does disclose fair Yam in Ile roles
. Ttre carrying value less Imparrmenlprov, $10ns o1 receivables aid payablesis a reasonable approxnairon direir far values due 10 the short-term re

Ingse (refer roles 2.12 and 131

20.5

5'000

^^

216
9

225

20,4

3'000

42
8

50

2015
5'000

160
9

,69

2014
5009

8
8

2015

,'000

4304

4304

20.4

$000

1941i
I, 0541

5245

5245

(76)12
386(175)

^:^L ^

Us44)
11 0311



Native Vegetation Fund

Notes to and forming part @1the Financial Statements

For th. Year Ended 30 June 2015

I5 Financial risk managemenUfinancial instruments (continued)
15.3 Liquidity Risk

LqJ, dity risk arises from to poss, only that 11n F1ad $ unble 10 meet IIS hangal obl, gal, ons as Itey 1.11 dun TIE Ford works with to Department of Treasuy
and Finite 10 delormirie to cash flow, associated with its Govemmeni approved prayam of work Bad 10 errsLre toad, 19 23 provided ItroLigh SA Governmenl
badgelary cocosses to med tha exp"!ed cash flows
Tre Fuki senles wadis^, led acorn. t;s warm 30 days from trig date of 11/@ in one or dale the 11NoiceIs mrs, recelved In the event of a dBpuie paymenlis made
30 days from resoMui

Tm F1rid's orposLre 10 11q. .day risk Is Irisq"nomi! based on pasl experierree and curent assessment d risk
Ttre carrying annowii recorded in role 153 re"eseni !tie Fwids maxmiun exposue 101.1arcel liab, 111es
Tie following table dadose, 1.10 carry, 19 an ami of each Galegory o1 liners, a r'smmier" ItsIC by to Fu, ,d relLiding Ite coning LEI maimty analysis for financial
assels aid habitues Ii o liquidity risky
Cashllows ,ea1,3001rom tinned asso!s rellect mangements e"pretalion 83/01re Inn", of rea sayori Aaual liming may differ from that disclosed The 11ming
o1 cash tows p'es, rited in 1/10 table 10 settle fouled nabil*res refbcis tin eachos! contradual settlement dales

Table 15.3: Calegorisalion and in a, unty analysis of fin. richl arsets andliabiliUe,
20.5

CarryingCategory of financial. 35.1 and financial
.mount I Fairliability

3'000

Finerlei. I .,. at,

Cash aru cash equivalents
Receivables I I
Total financial ass. Is

Finarici. I limbiliiiee

payables I I
Total financlalll. bilities

Category of financial asset and financial
liability

Financial a, .e, .

Castiand cash equivalents
,

Receivables

Total financial assets

Fin. nc1. I 11. bl"ties
4242payableg I i
42A

''' Receivable and coy. bl, Dr, Icons d"CICS" hare exdLid. amcongs rel. 11,1910,1.1ul"y receiv. Dies a, ,d pay. bl. , IC g. Commonwealth. Stale and Local Govt taxes lees
ar, d changes. Atollor. Generals DCpaMient auCrt lee, I In government curtain ,^hls to recorde or pay cash may nor be COM. dual ar. d harelcre in these situations. the
,equreme"a adj 1101 .PPIy Where ,^his or ob. Batons have 1110" Borneo in legislation ,"ri a, levies. tax and .quvalents etc they wild be excl"ad torn trio disclosure
The starb"d defines contrad as enjo, teabl. by low Nl .muonts rocord" are carr, ed at CUSIjrrot mule"anti diner. ni from a, cornsed cost)

, 5.4 Credit risk

Credit risk arises trion I. e. e Is Ile possibility o1 lire Fulld's debtors delauftr^ on their coniract"! obligalioris resulting in financial loss IC the Fund. The Fund
meagues dad^I risk on a Iair value basis Bad monitors risk on a regL, a, basis

Ttre F1, Id has mirinal comenlratiori of uedrl risk Tf, Fulld has pokes arid procedures in place to onsue Ihal transactions onLit with costomers with
apqop'late ued, history Tire FLrid does col engage in higF, risk hadg^rg for Its fineneBl asse!s No collateral Is reb as seamrty ard co credit ertiancemenls
relate 10 finerrelal assets ,reld by 1/10 Fuki
Allowarrees for Impairment of 11,010a18350/3 are calculated on past expelrer"e gad current and expected changes in Glen! credit rating Other than recewables.
hare is co evidence to tireie hallirerreial asseis are Impaired Refer role ,2 ford"mallon on LIE allowar"e formpairmenl in reintiori lo receivables

Tte carryr^ am Dunl giftrnrioal assels as dejailed in rote 153 represents Ite Fun's maximum exposL, e 10 dean usk

The forew, re table discloses Ite ageing of toned assels that are pasl dLie 001 001 Impaired and ripaired hareial arsels
Table, 5.4 Aq. inc analvsl. of Rn. richlAss. 13

Past due but not impaired

Overdue 10r Overdue for more ImpairedOverdue forCarrying
financialthan 60 days30-60 daysless Ihan 30amount
.,, elsday,

,o00'000

Note.

11
12

13

4304
108

44/2

Curr. rin

$'000

2014

Carrying
amount I Fair

$000

216

216

Within a VC. r

3'000

4304
108

4412

216

216

5245
96

53<,

Current

1-5 years

$'o00

,*600

20.4 Contractu. I maiurities

,-5 yearsWithin I ye. r

3'0005'060

5245
96

6341

More than

5 years
,'000

2015
Receivables

20.4
Receivables I I

''' Receivable amounts disclosed here exclude amounts rela, ingio SIafutory leee"ables laineunls owlg 10 governmenl) They are capned at cost

More than

5 years
$'000

UDO

Not past due
and riot

impaired
,ODD

108

96

too

17

'000

65

A

'000

3

14



, 5 Financial risk managemenUflnancial instruments Icontinued)
16.5 MarkelRisk

Tm Fun has co dorosl to anr^ nabiMes as 81the end 91the reporting period There Is 00 exposurelo foreign currency or other PIce r!sks

Sensitivity disclo, uuo analysis
A serialinly are Iysis has riot been undenaken for Ihe meresl raie r;sk of the Fund as it has been determined Ihal the possible Impact on profit and 55 or Iota
equity from inlet"Inns in interest rules Is Imma;eria;

16 Unrecognised contractual commitments

Native Vegetation Fund

Notes to and fomlng parr of the Financial Slate

For the Year Ended 30 June 20,5

Expendilure commitments - nth. r
Within un year
Later nun ore year b. 11 rid bier han five years
70,310, h, r conmitmont,

Tlre FL, .erg cornm, moms litlLide peyme, ,s 10 a runner o1 organisa1, o. 5 for research gains. DEWNR for Iha Change Dejection Program. to finding of the
Natwo VODetalion trigontives Management Program erad for hamage agreements

I7 Contingent assets and liabilities

As alto lemur, dale. gunnel qoceed, 193 have coinmeneed againsl severallaridowr*rs who have been alleged to have breached the ACl. Cwm
had also commerced agarst Iarxiowrersit10 have been camded o1 breach, ^ Ite Ad

Tte polar*$1 Bing. ," dines ardor damages to borerewed snO"dire Iyoceedi, ^s be SLrecessfu! are rot qlamfiable alto as Bush in estimate of the polental
linenc"I erred can be made flee Is also are polenlnl, or cosls 10 be awarded againsllre Courreillor any, ,:SLicc"SIul prosee. 1110ns

I8 Restrictions on contributions received

T, , Cant, is reginaed ohms use of monies in Ile Fulld accord*, 910 lire 90vis, orig dire rel Sectsn 21(61 of trio Ad great, es that lire Council musi as far
preciicable. use monies paid jino Ir, Fu, to active a sign, cant emuonmenial bereft io o"colts Bamoved clearance of netwe vegetation Exp!altoniees.
per"lies ham^d chin by I'De Magistrates Cam. hattai benefits lag dalerm, ed by IFre Emuorner, . R'Sq, cos axl Devebjxnenl Cowl IERD)) galled from
Illegal clearance am exemplary damages 185 do!am", ed by trio ERD Cunt). musl be spanl within trio same region o, 191e Slab as Ireland cleared

Fines corallies Bad crages of springnt environmental beadil are to be millsed in Itre 10/10"rig areas

Sadh Easi

Mou" Lolly Ranges Grealer Basin
SA ML"ray Darling Bash
Kangaroo Ishr, d
Nonern 8 Yorke Agricultural District
SA And Lands

Eyre Peninsula
Allnyvara Wilyrara
TDIal Restrictions on contrlbutions received

I9 Remuneration of council and committee members

Members dorirg 2014-15 financial year were

Native Vegetation Council
MeHLi9h B K
Mriday a C
Palon P A

Rod!e M C
editn, d, E L

Keynes J L imp*I
Sd, aeielC Vi, .""200,141

20.5

5000

^^

429
220
649

Native Vegetation Council Fire Committee
Miller L R '

Hyail N
MCHLigh B K

$000

706
253
959

Native Vegetation Council Grants Committee
Mur^ay B C
Paton P A

Roci, M CLEF"",.,, 7"?,,, I
SdiaelelC Vi, ~"200,114j

' Oenote, gov. mrr. rig employees

20's 2014
$'@00 5000

714639

325 572

274 208

126104

521 861

266 41,

268 fig

,51 182

^., SL .^. aa^.

Native Vegetation Assessment Panel
Muriday B C
Rocr" M C

Balmier E L



,9 Remuneration of council and committee members (continuedI
The number of members whose remuneration received or receivable falls within ,he following bands:

NII

$1 - $9999
$20 000 - $29999
Total number of members

Reinuie, 8/10, I of members renec!s 8. costs of priorm. ', a board member dunes iruudr, g Billing fees. super arumation contri^. 11.0ns. salary scoffico bandits
Bridlinge bend, s and any I'me bedds tax pad or payable in respect of muse harems hanal reinun@, alkyl recewed or receivable by members was $17
00012014 $63 0001 arc has net been rangiised intr, so linersial stalerenis haremLrierabori d numbers B provided by DEWNR
'In accordarice w, h to Prema arc Cab", el's CDr0.11ar N0 016. governneni employees did rot renewe any reinL"*ration for boardcommt!ee duties during
ale hareBl year
Unless oilcanise disclosed. transadrons between members arxi Ile Fund are on conditions co more laverrable than toso that Is reasonable 19 expect the
entity would ,eve atopled if dealing with Ihe relaled party at arm's Ierig!ri mire same c, rc"nstances
For in girl, OSe, of this lable travel allowai^es aid o1/10r CUIcf podei expenses pad 10 members have nol been InclLided as reinuneral@n as it Is
cons, dered 10 be reinbL, sement of d, ed o1,101-pockel expenses Incured by Televerrt members

Native Vegetation Fund

Notes to and forming part of the Financial Statements

For the Year Ended 30 June 20's

20 Events after the reporting period
There are 00 mmwn events after balarce dale that affect these financial stalements in a malerial manner

2015
2

7

20.4

4
12

179


