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As § walked down the hill, wiping tears away, { felt Intense aag@r and sadness. Withtherope in
my hand § climbed the ladder; afi this did was give me a higger picture, 2 better view of the Bay,

There s the post thet the young children were nog sllowsd %@ S%%‘i?ﬂ 8251 as the waler was 100
deen; tnev called &, “Pelican Poo Post, A its base, the intake 1o the windmil is now sticking out of

,<

e

?%ere; 16 the left, is the island of reeds wﬁe;eme biack swans once nesisd, now ¥ i just 2 paich
of greenery in the 55;—;; 3}@ bed, The water is gone; the swans are gons, as have ail the other birds,
fich, frogs, vabbies, and water rats, Previous dedlining water lovel sontours are defined by an

assoriment of botiles and dead mussel shells glistening In the sun  and the rusty colpured siims thas

indicaies an adidic smph ate reaclion.
The faintest of baby breath of a breeze plays with the leaves of the irses, vet not cmugr )

cause the hiades of he windmiliio w "f"; -~ 708 er%msg%a 1o deter me from the task ahead.
isoped the rope through and araund ‘:ﬁa- biades several times.

=

sons familiar fight band s chest intensiizs,
inished with an gssonime ce3 s;'“.

I
P

1s one of the worst ouperien iy §ife. The windsmili is now secured 3ied up,no longer of
o now . for how long? How did this come aboui?
H j shie 2o do 1o stop this sin against Noture, thissin

th :"“l Wil :?:._, st
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This is not a Natural Disaster, as in drought. This is 2 Nationai disgraceill A Swa Q(icu V\S&
t know ! wil never be the same person again i feel 2 cokiness down my sping, a Hghiness mny
2w, shaking legs 25 | step down the ladder, | make my way up the hill, back to the house .not
looking %;ac ;mt sven once. » .

# is not just hope that is, now, being chaillenged. it is the mateship that is exempliiied by the
Anzacs, the neighbourly hand sﬁza? was ahways extended {0 everyone in need, i is the essence of the
communiiy thel igrew us in, asaé # is the world 25 | knew. i¥'s 3 iook into 2 future that focuses on
greed ond money, raging and kifling the world thatwe 28 fve In. To 2ccept and sliow this to happen
is not ever considered, not for the {“.ccmng, Lake Alexandring, or Lake Albert, or for that mietter not
$or us. I may be a lack of understanding of what has happened, so, ic present the situation from

my prospeciive , is 2 beginning.

it was the Autumn of 1998 when we planted the slive frees, appros. 1360 of them 8l correctly
speced and staked up straight in nest fines. The Grchard was the dream of my is'ehusband and
 rayself, the 180 acre block of land next to us came on the market , Butch effered his prics, Rwas
accepted and planning began.,

\PCin_,. \ OP §
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This was 3 very busy and exciting Time for us, we had just started the aarthworks for our much
awaited new home,the two youngest children, Kate and Tom at 5 and 3 vears old where allowing me
more time for wor?mg heside Buich, digging the foundation, setting up the forming and plumbing.
The foundations of the heuse whers finally poured.
Buich died in o car accident that night.
With the help and guidance of great friends and family the house was Tinally finished, and my
focus was now directed o our future financial security, the olive orchard.
it was the Autumn of 1998 when we planted the olive treas, =;3§mz. 1300 of them, afl correctly
spaced out In neat straight lines, staked and tied with the dripper line ing beside them. The
rrigation water was frove Laks Albert, the water fcense of 2%‘;?»'3%. 28, i}f‘ G His), was f’w inherionce
from my family The sa¥ content of the woaier was at 1800 EC unit, the s=f nlerance e% ollye trees
up to 2,400 EC uniis, myv Dad had done vears of water testing in the Lake and in his experience the
water never got that Sq??‘ef. I struggied with the icarning that i‘scé o be done with the irrigation,

oE

pumps, ang motors, the filter sysiem and reiease values and eventuaby, all the work that was

renuired 1o install the most a"‘% “ient irrigation svstem was in olacs, 2l vhe dripper ;ﬁ, readviogo.

Locking back ! am amazed at the enthusiasm, energy, jov and love | had then. | was awake with
e first birdeall, | was able to 5@3: couple of hours working in the orchard befors Kzie and Tom had

0 be woken up, given breakfast, and hal g g get ready for school, At 8.30 am they were picked up by
%f?c school bus, and | was hack out in the olive orchard, w-eeh:?mg, pruning or retying the irees, the
school bus returning indicating ¥ was time 10 50 back to the house, bark 1o ¥ate and Tom.

The tress struggled to —='1;are, aready having 10 grow past the requiremenis of ’ﬁhé?"?“;‘?i’s oW

i" was snails, hall, scale, and rising sak. To help supplement my Income 1 worked with my dear old

friend Tom "Dooley” Hardy supplving fire wood 1o local businesses and families, #s hard work vet
?za twwaen Tom Liﬁé’ézi aﬁu .ﬁysc?.f we worked it cut, § charpen and started his chainsaw for him, we

r. He was a great suppor: and company for mef, Kate and Tom

n;l ‘p«‘.

7T cover costs, the olive irees 56 siow, The sharesare

wanded my socasionad house cieaning, 2ccepiing more jobs, doing

more hours, selling sha;
shadndiing much {astes i‘ﬁa?ﬁ H ex;:ve:‘a"\%.
invest iz some land for future develos z“erg: this is an awesome communitv/ares to live in,

development always follows the water the biggest growth for the whole siate,

Meningie will follow,

As the yvears g;asseg; a5 ?‘ze worklpes inoreased and the cost of Hving conthhued to rise, the
energy | had slowly wan weggle o r.::aiﬁzai 1 anry sermblance of contvol of the weeds on the
??@g}e?"y barely masm'ammg the roadsides, thank heavens for my brothers, s supperi, they have the
knowiledse and eguipment and spray them.

As the seasons passed the water was not always available, and now the foot valve forthe
frrigation pump aeads 1o be exiended, only a?emm?aﬂ MEssure, of Course, to get i through this
ﬁﬁf SurTrnet.

The ofive trees where very seversly pruned, ! amunsbletofindthe energy o stop & . Theirsss
are slow 1o recover, and the sait content in the water now detrimentalto the thelr growth, the
Murray Mouth Is starting o dose up 1 stop Irrigating, leave the water for the environment, and
feave the traes o Mother Nature

i .5 time o set up the s:.m—dmsz of the blocks , ileRe. | bring together all the accum
imformation thet § have been gather z%. '%’%ze rlans are drawn with many changss ;snui?e
inral counc, each Ume resulting In the loss of anothe *é: = The interesicomas fromas faras
Sydney, and as the oivil werks will only commence ob the saie of some of the biocks | approach the

»

bank for finandial backing to help pav the difference, é now have my first overdraft! —
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The olive trees are showing signs of progress ., Kale and Tom are growing up, and | now have 2n
- exceptionally special parson in my Bife, Ray is 2 seli-funded retirey, his knowledge of spravs farming
nraciices, farming egquipment, and common sense is amazing , and the olive trees start to thrive,
One block of land is under contract and ancther io be signed up, there s posiiive interest from as
Tar sway as Svdney that same week, | heer ohout & mesting , In regard 1o 2 temporary weirtobe
butk at Pomnanda Point just south of Weillington ,where the Musray River enders Lake Alexandring
WWHAT WIER, Why?? Karlene Maywaid the Minister for Water presented the local community the
Sovernmenis proposal 1o dump thousands of tonnes of rock and rubble into the Lake fo hold back
=]

zcoess roads had o

11

the water to guaraniee encugh water for “Critical Human Meeds”. Workon ¢
COMPNENCE 85 soon 85 possible, and, of course |, this is ail Just temporary, while the droughs st

The contract for the block of land does not go through, sad 2 prospective buyers disappesar faster

Maanwhile the newspapers are continuzaily reporting on extending irvigation in the upper reaches
f the Paroo and Warrasgo Biver both upper tributaries to the Murray Darling Basin , increasing

water icenses in the Eastern 5tates and the Hlegal withhoiding of water. Finaily Adelaide staris

s | T2

vwater restriciions for residential use, with an incredible amount of complaing.

The drought continues Lake Albert is receding fast jeven though we exended the Intake of the
windmill now cur only means of purmping water from the Lake, the water is not always there, and
when i is |B's now so salty, that it Is undrinkabie 1o the sheep, 2l but the ewes with lambs are soig,
the ducks and turkey are kiiled and frozen, and the chooks are given awsy. As the only other source
of water on the property Is the rainwaier tank . we share this with the remaining sheep, spray for
the olive orchars, aad the barest minimum for some vegetables in the gorden, ust 1o suppiameam
the washing water. Qur personal requirements are minimeal- | wash myself most often from %2
bucket of warm water, chowers are only when my hair needs fo be washed, and most of myv iojlet
reguirement nesds are done puiside. The native trees around the house are showing signs of
disiress and ¥'s too much for & Io? of them, ¥ saddensd me 10 see them die but the effeci of sl this
on the chiitren & =]
are now thet we con no longer profect oursehves from bushfires, we spend many howys Cleaning up
all the dead woed.

To wzik arcund the communiy was 10 hear, see and fes! the grave concerns of others , young and
Id, depression is contagious .As the close community we ars wa kesp 2 sharp alert out for aach
ther. The stress and tension in the voices heard at the many meeting was falf and shared by 2l ¢
made many phone calls, sent fyes and istfers to selevant government depariments, The respond

sars Datroniing, passed on andfor totally bovond thelr understanding and/for their ability 1o bl
The information thet we did gather sither by searching the Iniernet, phone calls and meeting,
always constantly seeldng the truth and hearing the contradictions added 1o our unrest and kac;k P
confidence. k\v\, Govern veevd Da\ﬁg

On New Year's day "08 Ray, Tom and mysel had returned from a magical svening comping by
he Coorong o see, for the first time, the Bay toislly without water. My son stesd beside me as the
rrvnense sadnese of what we were looking ot scened in. Tom zsked me to plesse not crv as the fesrs
slid down his face '

1 heard there were earthwaorks happening st Narrung, the Government has started to build 3
mporary earth embankment at the Marrows, batween the two Lakes. The reasoning i fo stop the
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acidic sulphate in Lake Albert. The excavators and trucks were averywhere, fonnes of soli dumped
inio the Lake black mud oozing up 1o the surface ,and sheet piling that looks anvibing but

emaporary. The nolse and destruction of this acrmally zeacefl place & 700 much for my senses ang
el 3 tight band of pain around my chest and the Tears of sadness and anger cannct be held inany
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er in Lake Alber: keeping i fron
the drought ,then in conversation
small plane |, andl reading different

earth embanlen

wasie of money and energy 1o bulld a bung because the §
h water. Later another ‘bun
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Declaration of the four sacred things.

The earth is 3 living conscious being. In company with cultures of many different
times and places we name these things as sacred:

Air, Fire, Water and Earth.
Whether we see them as the breath, energy, blood and bodyaf’the mother; or 3s
the blessed gifts of 3 creator, or as symbols of the interconnected systems that
sustain life, we know that nothing can live without them. To call these things
sacred is to say that they, themselves, become the standard by which our acts, our

economics, our laws and our purposes must be judged.

No one has the right to appropriate them or profit from them at the expense of
others. Any government that fails to protect them forfeits its legitimacy. All
people, all living things are part of the earth life and so, are sacred. No one of us
stands higher or lowers than any other. Only justice can assure balance, only
ecological balance can sustain freedom. Only in freedom can that fifth sacred,
thing called spirit flourish in its full diversity. To honour it is to create conditions
in which nourishment, sustenance, habitat, knowledge, freedom and beauty can

thrive.

To honour the sacred is to make love possible. To this we dedicate our curiosity,

our will, our courage, our silences and our voices.
To this we dedicate our lives.
Taken from the beginning of

“The fifth sacred thing”
by Starhawk





