
 

Page 1 

SA Heritage Register 
Nomination form 

To help your nomination be successful, please fill out this form with as much information as possible.   
Feel free to expand the answer fields as much as you require or append information to the form.  
It is important that you attach images and a map of what you are nominating by email or by fax.  
Please note that places which have been nominated during past three years will not be reconsidered by the South 
Australian Heritage Council unless you can provide significant new information not provided through the previous 
nomination and assessment. 
For assistance with this form you may contact:  
Your local historical society or heritage adviser may be of assistance OR you may telephone an assessment officer in 
Heritage South Australia on (08) 8124 4960. 

 
A. Nominated Place 

 
1. Name 
Name of Place: SALISBURY CIVIC CENTRE 
Any other or former name(s):       
Is the place already on another 
heritage list? 

NO 

 
2. Location 
Street Address: CHURCH STREET   
 Suburb / Town: SALISBURY                                                  Post Code: 5108 
Local Council Name: SALISBURY 
Land Description: 
(if  known) 

Title:  
       

Volume: 
      

Folio:  
      

Parcel Type: 
      

Parcel No:  
      

 Plan Type: 
       

Plan No: 
      

Section: 
      

Hundred:  
      

GPS Location/s: 
(If known)  

Longitude / Easting / X 
      

Latitude / Northing / Y (Datum =       ) 
      

 
3. Ownership 
Name of Owner(s): 
 

 

 
 

 
      

  
                                                  

  
 

 
 

 
 

4. Nominator (your details) 
Your Name/s:  
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B. Description 
 

5. Description of nominated place 
Description of the nominated place and its 
current condition: 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT CENTRE IN CONTINUOS USE 
SINCE IT’S OPENING IN 1973 (?) 
EXCELLENT CONDITION, HAS BEEN MAINTAINED AND 
EXTENDED, ADAPTED THROUGHOUT ITS LIFE 

Are you aware of any modifications or additions 
to the place?   
Can you provide dates for these changes? 

YES, A MAJOR NORTH EXPANSION WAS UNDERTAKEN IN 
1981, AND A LIFT ADDED IN 1991. 

Do you believe there may be historical items 
under the ground?   
Should an archaeological investigation  
be considered? 

NO 

Date you inspected the place: YES 
Have you had any contact with the Owner? NO 
Current use of the place: VACANT, AS COUNCIL HAS MOVED TO ITS NEW 

BUILDING NEARBY 
Original or former use(s): CIVIC CENTRE 

Are there any current or long term threats 
to the nominated place? 
 

YES, IT IS THREATENED WITH COMPLETE AND IMMINENT 
DEMOLITION, WITH NO CLEAR INDICATION OF THE 
VACANT LAND’S PROPOSED USE. 

Name of Builder: UNKNOWN 
 

Any other information: 
 

FEATURED IN THE ARCHITECT, ROBERT DICKSON, OF 
DICKSON AND PLATTEN’S BOOK, ‘ADDICTED TO 
ARCHITECTURE’, 2010, PAGES 164-166. 
FEATURED IN THE 2017 ‘DICKSON AND PLATTEN 
ARCHITECTS 1950-2000’ EXHIBITION AT ODASA IN NOV 
2107, AND THE EXHIBITION CATALOGUE. THE EXHIBITION 
WAS CURATED BY MYSELF AND DR JULIE COLLINS 
FROM THE UNISA ARCHITECTURE MUSEUM. 

  

 
C. History 

 
6. Origins and history 
Years of Construction: Start: 1973 (?) Finish: 1974 (?) 
Name of Designer / Architect: ROBERT DICKSON 

DICKSON AND PLATTEN ARCHITECTS  
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History of the nominated place: AS OUTLINED ABOVE 
 

Historical sources used to support  
your nomination: 
Please attach copies of pages from publications or 
newspaper articles as appropriate. 

AS OUTLINED ABOVE 
FURTHER SUPPORTING INFORMATION CAN BE 
SOURCED AND PROVIDED 
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D. Heritage Significance 
 

7. Statement of State Significance - Why is the place important to South Australia?   
It is of State heritage significance because 
THE DESIGN & DEVELOPMENT IN 1972,OF THIS MODERN COMMUNITY FACILITY, SET A NEW BENCHMARK 
FOR AN INTEGRATED CIVIC FACILITY COMPRISING THE LOCAL COUNCIL CHAMBER, THE LOCAL LIBRARY 
(WHICH HAS NOW GROWN AND MOVED OUT), PUBLIC/COUNCIL/PLANNING SUPPORT OFFICES, AN ART 
GALLERY, CIVIC FUNCTION SPACES & MEETING ROOMS. SINCE 1974, IT HAS FORMED THE CIVIC HEART OF 
THIS COMMUNITY. IN ADDITION, IT HAS BEEN DESIGNED BY ONE OF THIS STATE’S MOST SIGNIFICANT 
ARCHITECTS AND IT HAS FORMED THE TEMPLATE FOR ALL SUBSEQUENT MODERN CIVIC CENTRES 
UNDERTAKEN BOTH IN THIS STATE AND INTERSTATE. IT TRULY CO-LOCATED ALL CIVIC AND COMMUNITY 
USES, CELEBRATING ITS COMMUNITY AND THEIR ENDEAVOURS. 

 
 

8. Significance Criteria 
 
The South Australian Heritage Places Act 1993 lists seven criteria by which places are assessed as ‘State significant.’  
Please tick the criteria you feel the place demonstrates and explain your reasons. 
 

 It demonstrates important 
aspects of the evolution or 
pattern of the State's history. 

SALISBURY WAS LATE IN DEVELOPING A MODERN CIVIC/TOWN 
CENTRE, IT RAPIDLY GREW IN THE 1960’S, SO THIS BUILDING IS 
KEY TO THE WHOLE REGION’S EXTENSIVE POST-WAR 
DEVELOPMENT 

 It has rare, uncommon or 
endangered qualities that are of 
cultural significance. 

EXEMPLARY EXAMPLES OF EXCELLENT MODERN CIVIC 
ARCHITECTURE ARE RARE. ITS CULTURAL & COMMUNITY ETHOS IS 
UNQUESTIONABLE, IT’S EASY AND DEMOCRATIC OPENESS 
PERFECTLY REFECTS ITS ERAAND IT HAS BEEN UPDATED FOR 
MODERN USE AS REQUIRED, ITS BEEN INVESTED IN. 

 It may yield information that will 
contribute to an understanding of 
the State's history, including its 
natural history. 

THE GARDENS ARE DESIGNED BY RAY HOLLIDAY, A VERY 
IMPORTANT LOCAL PRACTIONER IN THE ESTABLISHMENT OF 
PUBLIC AUSTRALIAN NATIVE GARDENS. 

 It is an outstanding 
representative of a particular 
class of places of cultural 
significance. 

WITHIN THE EXTENSIVE PUBLIC BODY OF WORK BY THIS GROUP 
OF ARCHITECTS, IT CONVEYS A TRUTHFUL DESIGN APPROACH 
AND MATERIAL PALETTE, A SOPHISTICATED SPATIAL 
ARRANGEMENT AND, WITH A VERY HUMAN SCALE, IS GRACIOUS 
AND CELEBRATES THE DIGNITY OF A GREGARIOUS AND MULTI-
CULTURAL COMMUNITY 

 It demonstrates a high degree of 
creative, aesthetic or technical 
accomplishment or is an 
outstanding representative of 
particular construction 
techniques or design 
characteristics. 

THE BUILDING IS BEAUTIFULLY AND THOUGHTFULLY 
ARCHITECTURALY DETAILED AND REWARDS EXTENSIVE DESIGN 
REVIEW. IT IS GENTLE AND ANIMATES ITS LOCATION. PONDS 
COLLECT RAINWATER SPILLING FROM THE GUTTERS. IT HAS ONE 
OF THE FIRST ‘OPEN-PLAN’, LANDSCAPED OFFICE INTERIORS, NOW 
COMMON-PLACE. 
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 It has strong cultural or spiritual 
associations for the community 
or a group 
within it. 

AS INDICATED IT PROVIDED WELCOMING AND INFORMAL, LOW-KEY 
COMMUNITY SUPPORT FOR ALL FOR OVER 45 YEARS. 

 It has a special association with 
the life or work of a person or 
organisation or an event of 
historical importance. 

A KEY PROJECT OF A SIGIFICANT LOCAL ARCHITECT, DICKSON 
AND PLATTEN ARCHITECTS, WHO PRACTICED FROM 1949 - 1997 

 

E. Additional Information 
 

9. Images/Maps/Diagrams/Site Plans 
A full range of images including maps, site plans, and photographs will help your nomination.  
Please provide: 

• a clear outline of the place being nominated within any maps or plans provided 
• high quality images of the place (please list the total number of images being provided) 
• the subject of each image 
• the date each image was created 
• the author of each image, and  
• the copyright holder of each image (if known) 

 
Paste images here (if unable to paste images, please attach the images separately): 

 
Paste images here – or – you can refer to images attached – “see attached images”   
SEE ATTACHED IMAGES 
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The South Australian Heritage Council is committed to transparency in relation to the listing process and wishes to 
enhance public confidence in the nomination, listing and decision-making process.  The Council’s policy is to make 
nominations for State heritage listing and submissions on provisional entries publicly available via webpage or to interested 
parties.  The Council will adhere to the Privacy Principles and your name and personal details will not be released.  
 
I/we,                                                       nominate  SALISBURY CIVIC CENTRE]                            
to be heritage listed.   
 
 

 
The information I/we have provided is correct to my/our knowledge. 

Your Signature/s: Date: 18 DECEMBER 2019 
 
A heritage officer may contact you to discuss aspects of the nomination. 
 
 

Nomination Form Checklist 
Please check that your nomination includes: 

A clear indication of the location of the place (including map/s). Where a number of features are nominated, show 
the location of each and/or a boundary surrounding the significant elements of the site. 

A history of the place explaining important aspects relevant to the nomination.  
This should generally help support arguments of cultural significance. 

A clear description of the nominated place. 
A statement of significance and indication on how the place satisfies one or more  

of the significance criteria. 
A heritage officer may contact you to discuss aspects of the nomination. 

 
Email: DEWHeritage@sa.gov.au 
Post: Executive Officer, South Australian Heritage Council 
Department for Environment and Water 
GPO Box 1047, Adelaide 5001  


















































