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To help your nomination be successful, please fill out this form with as much information as possible.   

Feel free to expand the answer fields as much as you require or append information to the form.  

 

Please note that places which have been nominated during past three years will not be reconsidered by the South 

Australian Heritage Council unless you can provide significant new information not provided through the previous 

nomination and assessment. 

 

For assistance with this form you may contact:  

Your local historical society or heritage adviser may be of assistance OR you may telephone an assessment officer in 

Heritage South Australia on (08) 8124 4960. 

 

A. Nominated Place 
 

1. Name 

Name of Place / Object: Original Settlement of Blumberg 

Any other or former name(s):       

Is the place already on another 

heritage list? 

No 

 

2. Location 

Street Address: Lot 16 DP13143 Torrens Valley Road  

 Suburb / Town: Birdwood                                                  Post Code: 5234 

Local Council Name: Adelaide Hills Council 

Land Description: 

(if  known) 

Title:  

       

Volume: 

      

Folio:  

      

Parcel Type: 

      

Parcel No:  

      

 Plan Type: 

       

Plan No: 

      

Section: 

      

Hundred:  

      

GPS Location/s: 

(If known)  

Longitude / Easting / X 

      

Latitude / Northing / Y (Datum =       ) 

      

 

3. Ownership 

Name of Owner(s): 

 

 

Contact person: 

(if different from owner explain relationship) 

 

Postal Address:  

 

Phone Number:  

Ownership History: 

 

 

 

4. Nominator (your details) 

Your Name/s:  

Organisation/Position:  

Daytime Phone:  

Fax:   

Postal Address:  
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Email Address:  
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B. Description 
 

5. Description of nominated place or object 

Description of the nominated place or object and 

its current condition: 

 

There are several items of historical significance located on this 

parcel of land and neighbouring properties.  

1. The Ruins of the Travellers Inn (stables still 

standing) 

2. Remains of Christoph Krueger’s House (an Elder 

of the first Lutheran Church, Blumberg) 

3. Remains of a swing bridge over the River Torrens 

4. The site of the original Lutheran Church at 

Blumberg 

5. A cemetery containing the remains of the first 

settlers of Birdwood (10 names are identified on a 

plaque in the location) 

Are you aware of any modifications or additions 

to the place or object?   

Can you provide dates for these changes? 

No 

Do you believe there may be historical items 

under the ground?   

Should an archaeological investigation  

be considered? 

Yes, there is a high chance that other ruins or artifacts could be 

located in the area as this is believed, by locals, to be the site 

of the first settlement of the town of Blumberg. 

Date you inspected the place or object: October 2020 

Have you had any contact with the Owner? No 

Current use of the place or object: Primary Production on Watershed land – sheep are currently 

run on the property. 

Original or former use(s):       

Are there any current or long term threats 

to the nominated place or object? 

 

Yes. A solar station has just been approved by the Adelaide 

Hills Council to be built on the land. 

Name of Builder: Tetris Energy Pty Ltd 

 

Any other information: 

 

Development Application Number 20/530/473 

78 oppositions were sent to council to oppose the 

development. A Council Assessment Panel meeting occurred 

on 21st October 2020 and approval was granted from the panel 

for the build to go ahead. Although major concerns for the 

heritage importance of this land were raised, the CAP stated 

that they were not listed as state or local heritage places and 

so this argument carried little weight.  

  

 

C. History 
 

6. Origins and history 

Years of Construction: Start: Approx 1845 Finish:       

Name of Designer / Architect: First German Settlers of Blumberg 
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History of the nominated place or object: I have attached a document of a heritage survey carried out for 

the South Australian Department of Environment and Planning 

by the South Australian Centre for Settlement Studies in 1984. 

This document contains the information we currently are aware 

of about the multiple locations. 

 

Historical sources used to support  

your nomination: 

Please attach copies of pages from publications or 

newspaper articles as appropriate. 

Heritage survey carried out for the South Australian 

Department of Environment and Planning by the South 

Australian Centre for Settlement Studies in 1984. 

 

Australian Historical Archaeology, 3, 1985, Gordon Young, 

page 46 
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D. Heritage Significance 
 

7. Statement of State Significance - Why is the place or object important to South Australia?   

These places are of state significance because it is believed to be the location of the first settlement of Blumberg 

(Birdwood). This town was settled in the mid 1840s by the second wave of German immigrants. Along with their brilliant 

workmanship, they brought with them their strong Lutheran faith. I believe the stables that currently exist (as a part of 

the original inn) could be an example of the workmanship of these early German settlers. Christoph Krueger was an 

elder of the first Lutheran Church at Blumberg and there is a plaque indicating the remains of his house. The cemetery 

contains the remains of 10 first German settlers, the first burial being of 7 year old Juliane Huebner in 1848. When 

viewing all items on a map, it is clear to see the connection between all items of this small settlement. These places 

can also be linked to the placement of the current Lutheran Church as this has been built in close proximity to the 

settlement.  

 

 

8. Significance Criteria 

 

The South Australian Heritage Places Act 1993 lists seven criteria by which places are assessed as ‘State significant.’  

Please tick the criteria you feel the place demonstrates and explain your reasons. 

 

 It demonstrates important 

aspects of the evolution or 

pattern of the State's history. 

The Germans that settled in Birdwood were second/third wave settlers from 

North West Germany (not East Germany like other settlements in the area) 

and brought with them a different way of farming. This is quite different to 

the way of farming that had originally occurred with German settlement in 

neighbouring areas. In Blumberg, farming land was much larger and 

settlements more spread out. This parcel of land continues to be owned by 

a member of the Rathjen family. Although the change in way of farming 

occurred, this site still demonstrates the importance of the Lutheran faith to 

the people who settled here. 

 It has rare, uncommon or 

endangered qualities that are of 

cultural significance. 

 

 It may yield information that will 

contribute to an understanding of 

the State's history, including its 

natural history. 

 

 It is an outstanding 

representative of a particular 

class of places of cultural 

significance. 

 

 It demonstrates a high degree of 

creative, aesthetic or technical 

accomplishment or is an 

outstanding representative of 

particular construction 

techniques or design 

characteristics. 
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 It has strong cultural or spiritual 

associations for the community 

or a group 

within it. 

 

 It has a special association with 

the life or work of a person or 

organisation or an event of 

historical importance. 

 

 

E. Additional Information 
 

9. Images/Maps/Diagrams/Site Plans 

A full range of images including maps, site plans, and photographs will help your nomination.  

Please provide: 

 a clear outline of the place or object being nominated within any maps or plans provided 

 high quality images of the place or object (please list the total number of images being provided) 

 the subject of each image 

 the date each image was created 

 the author of each image, and  

 the copyright holder of each image (if known) 

 

Paste images here: 

I will send evidence in a separate file. All images were taken/created in October 2020. 

 

Photo 1 – Satellite image of the entire area. Created by Bianca Laister 

Photo 2 – Satellite image of each item identified. Created by Bianca Laister 

Photo 3 – Photo of cemetery aspect. Taken by Tricia Hood 

Photo 4 – Photo of cemetery. Taken by Tricia Hood 

Photo 5 – Photo of cemetery plaque with names and dates. Taken by Tricia Hood 

Photo 6 – Photo of remains of first Lutheran Church. Taken by Tricia Hood 

Photo 7 – Photo of plaque identifying remains of first Lutheran Church. Taken by Tricia Hood 

Photo 8 – Photo of plaque identifying Christoph Krueger’s house remains. Taken by Tricia Hood 

Photos 9 – 13 Photos of text taken from Heritage Survey carried out by the South Australian Department of 

Environment and Planning by the South Australian Centre for Settlement Studies 1984. Provided by Liesa 

Lombard. 

Document – Australian Historical Archaeology, 3, 1985, Gordon Young, page 46  
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The South Australian Heritage Council is committed to transparency in relation to the listing process and wishes to 

enhance public confidence in the nomination, listing and decision-making process.  The Council’s policy is to make 

nominations for State heritage listing and submissions on provisional entries publicly available via webpage or to interested 

parties.  The Council will adhere to the Privacy Principles and your name and personal details will not be released.  

 

I/we,    nominate “the first settlement of Blumberg” to be heritage listed.   

 

The information I/we have provided is correct to my/our knowledge. 

 

Your Signature/s:                                                                          Date:  

 

 

 

Nomination Form Checklist 

Please check that your nomination includes: 

A clear indication of the location of the place or object (including map/s). Where a number of features are 

nominated, show the location of each and/or a boundary surrounding the significant elements of the 

site. 

A history of the place or object explaining important aspects relevant to the nomination.  

This should generally help support arguments of cultural significance. 

A clear description of the nominated place or object/s. 

A statement of significance and indication on how the place or object satisfies one or more  

of the significance criteria. 

 Have you taken the opportunity to discuss the nomination with a heritage assessment officer? It is 

strongly advised you to do so prior to submitting this nomination. 

 

 

Email: DEWHeritage@sa.gov.au 

Post: Executive Officer, South Australian Heritage Council 

Department for Environment and Water 

GPO Box 1047, Adelaide SA 5001  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
  

mailto:DEWHeritage@sa.gov.au
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03_04_Young.pdf
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