South Australia

Responding to

climate change

In South Australia and around the world, we are feeling the impacts
of a changing climate.

On 31May 2022, the South Australian Parliament declared a climate
emergency, committing to restoring a safe climate by transforming
the economy to net zero emissions.

The South Australian Government will work with business, industry
and community to build a strong, net zero emissions future and
adapt to climate change.

A range of priority actions will be delivered in the near term to tackle

New hydrogen and renewable energy legislation. The
government has developed a new legislative framework for
sustainable large-scale hydrogen and renewable energy projects.

Green iron and steel strategy. The strategy supports South
Australia to become a leading green iron and steel producer
powered by renewable energy.

Waste and circular economy. The government is developing
and implementing strategies that support sustainable use
of resources and waste management within a more circular

climate change. These actions build on a foundation of existing economy.

government climate change actions, and strong leadership in o Carbon Farming Roadmap. The roadmap addresses barriers
renewable energy and emissions reduction. and identifies ways to increase participation in carbon farming in
South Australia.

LEADERSHIP IN RENEWABLE ENERGY Collaboration

AND EMISSIONS REDUCTION o Industry climate change conference. A major conference
will be held in May 2025 to connect industry, business and

South Australia is a world leader in governments on building a climate resilient, net zero future.

renewable energy with nearly 74% of e Local government and community collaboration. The state
the state’s electricity generated from government is collaborating with local governments, regions and
renewable energy sources in 2022-23. community on local climate change solutions.

o Net Zero Accelerate Program. State and local government
are partnering to support local councils to develop emissions
reduction strategies.

South Australia has reduced emissions
while keeping the economy strong. In
2021-22 emissions had reduced by 57%

from 2005 levels and gross state product
i ed by 39% over the same time.

Climate resilience

e Greening our communities. An Urban Greening strategy for
metropolitan Adelaide is being developed to increase tree
canopy and green spaces and cool the city.

o Dedicated biodiversity legislation. A new Act is being
developed to protect biodiversity and support climate
adaptation approaches to conservation.

e Water security statement. The statement is being
updated to provide a framework for targeted actions to
improve water security.

o Disaster management. A new roadmap is being developed to
embed climate change adaptation and risk management within
the emergency services sector.

Towards a net zero emissions future

e Ambitious targets. South Australia has targets for at least 60%
reduction in net greenhouse gas emissions by 2030 (from 2005

Government leadership
levels) and net zero emissions by 2050.

e Net zero government. The government is leading by example

o Stronger climate change legislation. Climate change legislation by reducing emissions across government operations.

is being amended to update greenhouse gas emissions targets

and strengthen climate action. e Climate ready government. The government is building

its capacity to ensure climate change risks are understood,

e South Australia’s Net Zero Strategy. The strategy supports integrated into decision-making, and acted upon.

further action to transition the state to an economically strong
net zero future. e New climate science products. Updated climate projections

and new climate science and information are being delivered to

e Renewable energy. South Australia has an ambitious aim to inform climate risk assessment and adaptation.

reach 100% net renewable energy generation by 2027.
Additional priorities for action will be identified as we work with

business, industry, community and other governments to develop
climate change solutions.

Updated November 2024

e Hydrogen Jobs Plan. The government is building a world-
leading hydrogen power plant, electrolysers and storage facility
to accelerate the growth of the state’s hydrogen economy.
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For more information on government actions to tackle climate
change visit: environment.sa.gov.au/topics/climate-change
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