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Dear   
 
I refer to your application pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act 1991 (the Act) 
received by the Department for Environment and Water (DEW) on 23 December 2021, 
seeking access to (verbatim): 
 

“Documents, regarding NVAP's Assesment and Approval of the NEOEN Native 
Vegetation Clearance Application for the Goyder South wind farm (GWF): GWF Stage 
1A, GWF Stage 1B and Overhead Transmission Line and Substation which I have been 
informed was decided by NVAP with conditions on 26/10/2021/ Agenda documents 
and Minutes for the NVAP meeting on 26/10/2021 and any subsequent meetings 
where the application was discussed. Briefing notes and reports by DEW/NVAP staff 
provided as part of the Assessment. DEW/NVAP staff discussions/briefing 
notes/reports/summary of Public Submissions received. Responses from the 
applicant/ applicant's consultant ecologists to issues raised by: the Office of Minister 
Speirs; NVAP/DEW ; and in Public submissions. Note that I do not require the 6 
application documents that were made publicy available on the DEW website during 
the public consultation period which ended 25/10/2021. ( ie Stage 1a , Stage 1b & 
Transmission Line ,Attachments 1 , 2 & 3) as I downloaded these from the DEW 
website at the time. 
Timeframe: 10/10/2021 – 23/12/2021.” 

 
As the documents sought were not held by DEW but relate directly to the Native Vegetation 
Council, this Freedom of Information (FOI) application was transferred to the Native 
Vegetation Council.  
 
As the agency did not determine the application within 30 days of receiving it, by the 
operation of section 19(2)(b) of the FOI Act, the agency is taken to have determined the 
application by refusing access. Section 19(2a) of the FOI Act provides that an agency may 
give access to a document on an application after the period within which it was required to 
deal with the application (and any such determination is to be taken to have been made 
under this Act). 
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DETERMINATION 
 
Searches of the Native Vegetation Council’s records have found fourteen (14) documents, 
including attachments, held by this agency within scope of your request.  
 
As Principal Officer, I have determined to grant you full access to eight (8) documents and 
partial access to four (4) documents. Four documents (or attachments) are considered fully 
or partially exempt as they are publicly available. 
 
Section 20 of the Act provides that an agency may refuse access to a document if it is an 
exempt document under the Act. The documents, or parts of the document to which I am 
refusing access, the reasons for the refusal and the public interest test are summarised in 
the attached document schedule. The FOI Act exemption clauses relevant to this 
determination are listed below for your reference. 
 
Schedule 1, Clause 4(1)(a) of the Act states: 
4— Documents affecting law enforcement and public safety 

(1) A document is an exempt document if it contains matter the disclosure of which 
could reasonably be expected—  

(a) to endanger the life or physical safety of any person; 
 
Schedule 1, Clause 6(1) of the Act states: 
6—Documents affecting personal affairs 
 (1) A document is an exempt document if it contains matter the disclosure of which 

would involve the unreasonable disclosure of information concerning the personal 
affairs of any person (living or dead). 

 
Information in documents not relevant to the scope of your application have been redacted.  
 
The Council will provide the determination electronically. 
 
In accordance with PC045 – Disclosure logs for Non-personal information once a 
determination has been provided, the agency is required to make available on our website 
information and documents that have been disclosed. Information will be publicised online 
at https://www.environment.sa.gov.au/about-us/boards-and-committees/native-
vegetation-council/nvc-foi-disclosure-log. 
 
FEES AND CHARGES 
 
There will be no further charges to process this application.  
 
YOUR APPEAL RIGHTS  
If you are dissatisfied with this determination, you have the right to apply for an external 
review. All applications for an external review should be made to the Ombudsman SA. 
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An external review must be done within 30 calendar days after being notified of the 
determination. The Ombudsman SA can extend this time limit at their discretion. There is no 
fee or charge for external reviews undertaken by the Ombudsman. Contact details for the 
Ombudsman are: 
 

Ombudsman SA 
Phone: 8226 8699 
Toll Free: 1800 182 150 (outside metro SA) 
Email: ombudsman@ombudsman.sa.gov.au 

 
Should an FOI applicant believe an agency has failed to identify all of the documents within 
the scope of their FOI application, they can make a complaint to the Ombudsman under the 
Ombudsman Act 1972. Attachment 4 of this determination outlines this process. You can 
also visit: www.ombudsman.sa.gov.au. 
 
If you have any queries in relation to the above please contact a Freedom of Information 
Officer on telephone (08) 8303 9777 or email nvc@sa.gov.au.  
  
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Vaughan Levitzke PSM 
Principal Officer, Freedom of Information  
Native Vegetation Council 
 
25/10/2022 
 
Encl:  1. Document Schedule 

2. Documents 
3. FOI Fact Sheet – Your Rights to Review and Appeal 
4. Sufficiency of Search – Factsheet – Ombudsman SA 
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Document 1
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2. E90101E_GoyderWF_Stage 1B_Native Vegetation Clearance Data Report_FINAL V2.3
3. E90101E_GoyderW_TransLine_Native Vegetation Clearance Data Report_FINAL V2.2
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Document 2
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Document 3
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Document 4
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Document 5




