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2.1 Description

The Project area is located at Paisley, approximately 90 km north of Murray Bridge, South Australia (SA) (Figure
1). The surrounding land use is mainly dryland agriculture for cropping and grazing, or otherwise non-woody
native vegetation. The purpose of clearance is to allow the currently operating broiler farm to extend one existing
broiler shed group, construct two new broiler shed groups and four associated dwellings for staff, as well as
associated access roads to the broiler sheds and driveways to the staff dwellings.

2.2 Background
2.2.1  Interim Biogeographic Regionalisation for Australia (IBRA)

The Interim Biogeographic Regionalisation for Australia (IBRA) identifies geographically distinct Bioregions
based on common climate, geology, landform, native vegetation, and species information. These Bioregions are
further refined into IBRA Subregions and IBRA Environmental Associations.

The Project area lies within the Murray Darling Depression IBRA Bioregion, the Murray Mallee IBRA Subregion,
and the Blanchetown IBRA Environmental Association. The Murray Mallee IBRA Subregion has 21 % of its area
composed of remnant native vegetation, of which 17 % is formally protected in reserves or heritage agreements.
The Blanchetown IBRA Environmental Association has 67 % of its area composed of remnant native vegetation,
of which 22 % is formally protected in reserves or heritage agreements.

2.2.2  National Vegetation Information System (NVIS)

The National Vegetation Information System (NVIS) represents the State Government's key extant native floristic
vegetation mapping layer for SA and provides information on the extent and distribution of vegetation types in
the state. The NVIS broadly maps the Project area as low open tussock grassland:

e Austrostipa sp. +/- Sclerolaena diacantha / uniflora +/- Enchylaena tomentosa +/- Sclerolaena
obliquicuspis low open tussock grassland.

Two other vegetation groups may also occur interspersed within this broader vegetation type:

e Maireana sedifolia, Enchylaena tomentosa var. tomentosa, Rhagodia spinescens, Austrostipa sp. mid
sparse shrubland.

e Alectryon oleifolius ssp. canescens, Enchylaena tomentosa var. tomentosa, Austrostipa sp., Sclerolaena
obliquicuspis low open woodland.
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2.3 General Location

Figure 1. Regional location of the Project area.
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2.4 Details of the Proposal

This project is centred around an existing broiler farm owned by ProTen. ProTen is the leading broiler chicken
farm developer and operator in Australia. ProTen owns and operates a total of 561 poultry sheds across 47
broiler farms strategically located in SA, New South Wales, Victoria, Western Australia, and Queensland.

Two existing groups of six broiler sheds are located on the Paisley property and are actively managed and
functioning under this purpose (Figure 3). One of these is to be extended with the addition of four extra broiler
sheds for a total of ten broiler sheds per group. Two new groups of ten broiler sheds will also be constructed
east of the existing groups of broiler sheds, as well as four new associated staff dwellings. Approximately 3.7 km
of 10 m wide road will be constructed to allow access for heavy vehicles and machinery between the existing
infrastructure on site and the new broiler sheds, and 370 m of 6 m wide driveways for staff dwelling access will
be constructed (Figure 3).

The total clearance area of each new staff dwelling is approximately 0.375 ha. Inclusion of a 10 m buffer as per
Schedule 1, Regulation 8, Clause 1- Vegetation within 10 metres of existing building, which allows clearance of
vegetation within 10 metres of a building for the purpose of maintaining the building, would increase the
allowed cumulative clearance to 0.654 ha per staff dwelling. Depending on whether the building will be used as
a dwelling as defined in the Native Vegetation Regulations (i.e., “building or part of a building used as a self-
contained residence”) Schedule 1, Regulation 9, Clauses 1 and 17 — Fire prevention and control, may apply. This
regulation allows for the clearance of vegetation for fire prevention and control measures to be undertaken
around dwellings within a 20 m buffer. The proponent should seek clarity via the CFS regarding any applicable
Bushfire Management Plan and seek clearance approval prior to clearing within the 10 — 20 m buffer of the new
staff dwellings. The area of extension of the existing broiler shed group is approximately 4.394 ha (Table 2).
These areas include both hardstands and access around the perimeter incorporating the 10 m buffer. The area
of each new broiler shed group is approximately 12.253 ha for broiler shed group site 3 and 11.984 ha for broiler
shed group site 4 (Table 2). These areas include both hardstands and access around the perimeter incorporating
the 10 m buffer. Excluding areas of already cleared vegetation (i.e., vehicle access roads) within the Project area
the total area of vegetation clearance required for the project is 32.77 ha.

ProTen has been contracted to produce broilers for Gourmet Poultry. The additional broiler sheds to be
constructed will facilitate higher efficiency production, while simultaneously maintaining appropriate biosecurity
by grouping broiler stages together in one age group. This results in significant efficiencies around transport
and processing management.

The two new groups of broiler sheds and their associated staff dwellings are located to the east of the existing
groups and micro-sited to avoid areas of denser vegetation and for biosecurity restrictions.

2.5  Approvals Required or Obtained
Provide details of the following approvals or applications under the follow legislation, where relevant:

e Native Vegetation Act 1991 (Clearance approval is subject of the current proposal)

e Planning, Development and Infrastructure Act 2016 (PDI Act) (Approval required for the current project)

e Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) (Desktop assessment and field
survey undertaken to determine if MNES occur within the Project area, detailed below)

e National Parks and Wildlife Act 1972 (NPW Act) (Desktop assessment and field survey undertaken to
determine if state level threatened flora and fauna occur within the Project area, detailed below)

e landscape South Australia Act 20719 (LSA Act) (Desktop assessment and field survey undertaken to
determine if weeds of concern occur within the Project area, detailed below)
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2.6 Native Vegetation Regulation
Schedule 1, Regulation 12, Clause 33 — New dwelling or building.

To allow clearance of vegetation for a new dwelling or building approved under the Development Act 1993
(superseded by the Planning, Development and Infrastructure Act 2016). This also includes clearance for
associated structures (that have development approval).

The new dwelling / building must be situated in a location that avoids and minimises the loss of native
vegetation. It should be able to be demonstrated that any alternatives have been considered. Depending on
how large the allotment, consideration of all areas for the dwelling / building should occur, including those areas
that involve no vegetation clearance situated on a different part of the block or where the vegetation is shown
to be less significant (or more degraded) than the vegetation proposed to be cleared.

Proponent must comply with the following additional requirements:

e Clearance for a new building, dwelling or ancillary development provided that any relevant consent has
been provided under the Development Act 1993 (superseded by the PDI Act).

Regulation 12, Schedule 1; clause 37, Commercial vehicle access track exceeding 5 metres.

To allow clearance of vegetation to establish or widen a commercial vehicle access track, intended to transport
farm machinery.

Proponent must comply with the following additional requirements:

e Clearance to establish or widen an access track that is more than 5 metres in width; and
e Use of the track is for commercial purposes by vehicles having at least 4 wheels; and
e The track must be reasonably required to provide access for large commercial vehicles.

2.7  Development Application Information
Under the PDI Act the property of 8 Notts Well Road is zoned as Rural and falls within the following overlays:

¢ Dwelling Excision

e Hazards (Bushfire — Regional)

e Heritage Adjacency

e Hazards (Flooding — Evidence Required)
e Key Outback and Rural Routes

e  Murray-Darling Basin

e Native Vegetation
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4.1  Vegetation Assessment
General description of the vegetation, the site and matters of significance:
. Landform, geography and soils

The Project area is located at Paisley, approximately 90 km north of Murray Bridge, SA (Figure 1). The
surrounding land use is mainly dryland agriculture for cropping and grazing, or otherwise non-woody native
vegetation. The Project area lies within the Blanchetown IBRA Environmental Association. Broadly the soil within
the location of the Project area consists of shallow calcareous loam on calcrete (NatureMaps 2024). The
topography of the area consists of low-lying flat calcrete plains adjacent to the Murray River. The soils of the
area are mostly non-arable.

. Landform features of significance (rivers, creeks, rocky outcrops, etc.)

There are no landform features of significance within the Project area. The Murray River lies approximately
1.5 km to the west of the Project area.

. General overview of the vegetation under application as a whole (e.g. number of vegetation
associations / trees)

Vegetation at the Project area is predominantly composed of semi-arid shrubland consisting of Senna
artemisioides ssp., Acacia nyssophylla and Maireana sedifolia over an understorey of Atriplex stipitata,
Enchylaena tomentosa, Rhagodia spinescens, Roepera aurantiaca ssp., Maireana sp. and Austrostipa sp. Two
vegetation associations were recognised based on the density of larger shrubs (0.5 — 2m) of Senna artemisioides
ssp., Acacia nyssophylla and Maireana sedifolia.

Sheep grazing has significantly impacted vegetation within the northeast section of the Project area, in the
location of broiler shed group site 3, and this area was classified as a separate vegetation association consisting
of sparsely distributed low growing shrubs (< 0.5 m) of Acacia nyssophylla, Enchylaena tomentosa, Roepera
aurantiaca ssp., and Maireana sp. over Austrostipa sp. In particular, as a result of sheep grazing, much of this
vegetation association consists of barren unvegetated soil.

. General description of the vegetation relating to type and condition (i.e. is the vegetation relatively
homogeneous, or is there significant variation)

The vegetation within the Project area is relatively homogenous with differences in vegetation structure and
diversity related to the degrading impacts of sheep grazing.

. Provide a description of the landscape context for the vegetation (e.g. isolated patch of vegetation in
cropping landscape) and proximity to protected areas (Conservation Parks, Heritage Agreements, etc.)

The Project area is located within the property boundaries of an operating broiler farm owned by ProTen. The
vegetation within the property consists of more or less degraded shrubland forming part of the wider
vegetation community within the surrounding area. There is one Heritage Agreement within 5 km of the Project
area which lies approximately 3.2 km to the south-west along the bank of the Murray River. Two SEB Offset
Areas of approximately 73.98 ha and 16.69 ha occur within the property but will be unimpacted by the
development.
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43 Exotic Flora

No introduced flora species were observed across the Project area during the time of the field survey. However,
it is likely that a number of annual and perennial herbaceous weeds occur within the Project area which would
be visible across winter to summer. In particular, below average rainfall leading up to the field survey likely
resulted in the lack of germination and growth of many herbaceus weeds.

Declared weeds under the LSA Act considered more than likely to occur within the Project area, based on
knowledge of the wider region and nearby records, include:

e  Echium plantagineum (Salvation Jane)
e Marrubium vulgare (Horehound)

Under the LSA Act landowners in the Murraylands and Riverland region must take reasonable steps to kill both
Echium plantagineum (Salvation Jane) and Marrubium vulgare (Horehound) and prevent their spread. These
weed species must also not be transported on a public road, including as a contaminant (e.g., in the form of a
cutting, seed or potted specimen). Care must be taken that these weeds if present are destroyed prior to any
cleared vegetation being transported from the Project area.

Other weeds considered more than likely to occur within the Project area, based on knowledge of the wider
region and nearby records, include Asphodelus fistulosus (Onion weed), species of Brassica, and Carrichtera
annua (Ward's weed).
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e Sclerolaena muricata var. villosa (Five-spine Bindyi, NPW: R)

The two state rare species of Eremophila gibbifolia (Coccid Emubush) and Maireana rohrlachii (Rohrlach's
Bluebush) were considered possible to occur in the Project area (Table 7). These two species were not observed
during the field survey.
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Figure 5. Threatened flora records within 5 km of the Project area.
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4.6  Nationally Threatened Fauna

Twenty-four fauna species / subspecies listed as threatened under the EPBC Act were identified by the PMST
report as potentially occurring or having suitable habitat potentially occurring within 5 km of the Project area
(Table 8). This included 18 bird, 1T mammal, 1 frog, and 4 fish species /subspecies. Two fauna
species / subspecies threatened under the EPBC Act also had records of occurrence within 5 km of the Project
area, as returned via the NatureMaps BDBSA search (Figure 6). These included:

e Southern Whiteface (Aphelocephala leucopsis leucopsis, EPBC: VU)
e Southern Bell Frog (MLR) (Litoria raniformis raniformis, EPBC: VU, NPW: V)

Southern Bell Frog (MLR) (Litoria raniformis raniformis) was considered as unlikely to occur within the Project
area due to a lack of suitable habitat (Table 8).

Southern Whiteface (Aphelocephala leucopsis) was considered as possible to occur within the Project area (Table
8). Two subspecies are recognized, with Aphelocephala leucopsis leucopsis occurring in SA. This species was
added to the threatened fauna list under the EPBC Act on the 31t of March 2023 due to a continued overall
population decline, although the extent to which populations have declined within the arid and mallee regions
of Australia are less clear. The species occurs across most of mainland Australia south of the tropics in a wide
range of open woodlands and shrublands where there is an understorey of grasses or shrubs, or both. The
species prefers habitat with low tree densities and herbaceous understorey litter cover which provides essential
foraging habitat and requires hollows / crevices in trees for roosting / nesting. Key threats for the species are
broad landscape based and relate to pastoralism and the loss of shrubs and grasses. The PMST report suggested
the presence of Southern Whiteface within the Project area and five recorded observations occurred within 5 km
of the Project area (Figure 6). However, vegetation within the Project area is unlikely to be regularly utilised by
the species given the lack of trees with hollows / crevices required for breeding and roosting, the lack of
Acacia / Eucalypt dominated woodland / shrubland (preferred habitat), and the low amount of herbaceous
understorey litter cover. Southern Whiteface was also not observed during the field survey. Following an EPBC
Assessment of Significance habitat within the Project area was not deemed critical and clearance of native
vegetation within the Project area is not expected to have a significant impact on an important population of
this species. Further information regarding this decision can be found in section 7.

4.6.1  Migratory Fauna

Eleven EPBC Act listed migratory species / subspecies were identified by the PMST report as potentially
occurring or having suitable habitat potentially occurring within 5 km of the Project area. The migratory birds
identified are all unlikely to utilise the Project area other than as a brief flyover considering the lack of suitable
habitat. These migratory birds are largely associated with waterbodies associated with feeding and or refuge
areas which are not present within the Project area.

46.2 State Threatened Fauna

Twelve fauna species / subspecies of state conservation significance has historical records from the NatureMaps
BDBSA search within 5 km of the Project area (Figure 6). One species was considered to possibly occur within
the Project area:

e Llittle Eagle (Hieraaetus morphnoides, NPW: V)

Little Eagle (Hieraaetus morphnoides) is a small species of eagle with a widespread distribution across mainland
Australia. The species inhabits open forest, woodland, grassland, and agricultural land extending into the arid
zone, where it predates on a broad range of small prey items. Nesting takes place in areas of mature trees in
open woodland and along watercourses. The Project area does not provide suitable habitat for nesting, but
Little Eagle (Hieraaetus morphnoides) may possibly forage at times within the Project area. Little Eagle
(Hieraaetus morphnoides) was not observed during the field survey.
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4.6.3 Marine Fauna

Seventeen marine species / subspecies listed under the EPBC Act were identified in the PMST report as
potentially occurring or having suitable habitat potentially occurring within 5 km of the Project area. Given the
terrestrial nature of the Project area these species / subspecies were not considered as part of the desktop
assessment.
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Figure 6 Threatened fauna records within 5 km of the Project area.
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4.7  Cumulative Impact

When exercising a power or making a decision under Division 5 of the Native Vegetation Regulations 2017, the
NVC must consider the potential cumulative impact, both direct and indirect, that is reasonably likely to result
from a proposed clearance activity.

Cumulative impacts will be managed through construction guidelines. Nothing from the sheds or hardstands
will enter vegetation with a stormwater culvert to extend around the perimeter of the sites and directed into
retention. Dust or other impacts associated with the construction and ongoing presence of the staff dwellings
and broiler sheds are unlikely to cause ongoing impacts to vegetation within or surrounding the project.

4.8  Adress the Mitigation Hierarchy

When exercising a power or making a decision under Division 5 of the Native Vegetation Regulations 2017, the
NVC must have regard to the mitigation hierarchy. The NVC will also consider, with the aim to minimize, impacts
on biological diversity, soil, water and other natural resources, threatened species or ecological communities under
the EPBC Act or listed species under the NP&W Act.

a) Avoidance - outline measures taken to avoid clearance of native vegetation

The locations of the additional broiler sheds, roads, and staff dwellings have been precisely located and micro-
sited to avoid areas of higher quality vegetation as much as possible while taking biosecurity requirements
into account. However, due to the need for additional broiler sheds and the buffer distances between blocks
of broiler sheds for biosecurity, the vegetation clearance cannot be avoided.

b) Minimization — if clearance cannot be avoided, outline measures taken to minimize the extent,
duration and intensity of impacts of the clearance on biodiversity to the fullest possible extent (whether the
impact is direct, indirect or cumulative).

The locations of the additional broiler sheds, roads, and staff dwellings have been chosen as the vegetation is
sparser and / or more degraded compared to other areas within the allotment (e.g. shrubland of similar or
better condition than vegetation association 1 occurs within the south-west of the property). In particular, the
location of broiler shed group site 3 occurs within a highly degraded area of vegetation as a result of sheep
grazing. The project layout has also been modified since the initial field survey and the current design makes
better use of existing access tracks.

9) Rehabilitation or restoration — outline measures taken to rehabilitate ecosystems that have been
degraded, and to restore ecosystems that have been degraded, or destroyed by the impact of clearance that
cannot be avoided or further minimized, such as allowing for the re-establishment of the vegetation.

Native vegetation will be planted around the site to act as screening for the broiler sheds. A planting schedule
using locally indigenous plants will be used for plantings in an effort to enhance biodiversity values in the area.

d) Offset — any adverse impact on native vegetation that cannot be avoided or further minimized should
be offset by the achievement of a significant environmental benefit that outweighs that impact.

The SEB will be met through a payment into the NV fund.
Total payment is $418,666.72.
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5.1 Clearance Area(s) Summary Table

Insert table from the Summary Clearance Table for patches of vegetation assessed using the Bushland or
Rangeland Assessment Method.

5.2  Totals Summary Table

Insert table containing totals from Summary Clearance Table as well as Economies of Scale and Rainfall.
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A Significant Environmental Benefit (SEB) is required for approval to clear under Division 5 of the Native
Vegetation Regulations 2017. The NVC must be satisfied that as a result of the loss of vegetation from the
clearance that an SEB will result in a positive impact on the environment that is over and above the negative
impact of the clearance.

ACHIEVING AN SEB

Indicate how the SEB will be achieved by ticking the appropriate box and providing the associated information:

[] Establish a new SEB Area on land owned by the proponent.
[] Use SEB Credit that the proponent has established. Provide the SEB Credit Ref. No.

[ ] Apply to have SEB Credit assigned from another person or body. The application form needs to be
submitted with this Data Report.

[ ] Apply to have an SEB to be delivered by a Third Party. The application form needs to be submitted with
this Data Report.

X Pay into the Native Vegetation Fund.

PAYMENT SEB

If a proponent proposes to achieve the SEB by paying into the Native Vegetation Fund, summary information
must be provided on the amount required to be paid and the manner of payment:

As based on the SEB credit register accessed 23/07/2025 there are currently no suitable on-ground SEB offset
areas available (either as active credit sites or potential credit sites listed with the NVC) within the same IBRA
Association which would meet the criteria of like-for-like or better required by the NVC. A number of current
credit sites occur within the same IBRA Subregion but only one could be expected to meet the criteria of like-
for-like and provides only 93.51 SEB points against the 1067.58 required. Use of all other available credits within
the same IBRA Subregion and ignoring the criteria of like-for-like or better required by the NVC would still
only provide 364.29 SEB points against the 1067.58 required. Thus, a payment to the Native Vegetation Fund
is proposed to meet the SEB requirement.

The payment to satisfy the offset required for the clearance of vegetation within the Project area is $396,840.49
plus an administration fee of $21,826.23 for a total fee of $418,666.72.
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Assessments of Significance for EPBC Act listed entities known or considered highly likely, likely, or possible to
occur within or in close proximity to the Project area was limited to Southern Whiteface (Aphelocephala
leucopsis, EPBC: VU). Southern Whiteface was assessed against the significant impact criteria for a vulnerable
species as per the Significant Impact Guidelines 1.1 Matters of National Environmental Significance (DotE 2013).

An action is likely to have a significant impact on a vulnerable species if there is a real chance or possibility that
it will:

Lead to a long-term decrease in the size of an important population of a species:

Although it is considered possible that Southern Whiteface may be present at times within the Project area,
potential habitat within the Project area is unlikely to be critical to the survival of Southern Whiteface given the
lack of trees with hollows / crevices required for breeding and roosting, the lack of Acacia / Eucalypt dominated
woodland / shrubland (preferred habitat), and the low amount of herbaceous understory litter cover that
provides essential foraging resources. Habitat degradation caused by domestic livestock grazing is listed as a
threat to Southern Whiteface and has also already occurred to varying extents within the Project area. The total
area of proposed vegetation clearance is small relative to the amount of same or similar vegetation types
remaining within the property, including two SEB offset areas of approximately 73.98 ha and 16.69 ha, which
will be unimpacted by the development, and similar vegetation within the surrounding landscape more
generally. Vegetation clearance also does not result in the physical separation of any remnants. Vegetation
clearance is highly unlikely to lead to a long-term decrease in the size of an important population of Southern
Whiteface given the unsuitability of the Project area as critical and / or even preferred habitat.

Reduce the area of occupancy of an important population:

The total area of proposed vegetation clearance is small relative to the amount of same or similar vegetation
types remaining within the property and the surrounding landscape more generally and is not suitable for
breeding or preferred habitat of Southern Whiteface. Vegetation clearance is highly unlikely to reduce the area
of occupancy of an important population.

Fragment an existing important population into two or more populations:

Vegetation clearance is highly unlikely to represent a barrier to the movement of Southern Whiteface.
Vegetation clearance does not result in the physical separation of any remnants and the vegetation does not
represent a habitat corridor which may be utilised by Southern Whiteface in an otherwise sparsely vegetated
area. Moreover, the occurrence of Southern Whiteface within the Project area would require individuals to
already effectively disperse across previously cleared areas. The proposed vegetation clearance will not
fragment any existing population(s).

Adversely affect habitat critical to the survival of a species:

Clearance will not affect habitat critical to the survival of Southern Whiteface given that vegetation within the
Project area is not suitable for breeding or preferred habitat of Southern Whiteface and the area of vegetation
clearance is small relative to same or similar vegetation types remaining within the property and surrounding
landscape more generally.

Disrupt the breeding cycle of an important population:

The vegetation within the Project area is unsuitable for breeding and clearance will not disrupt the breeding
cycle of an important population.

Mankama Poultry Farm — 8 Notts Well Road, Paisley 39



Modify, destroy, remove or isolate or decrease the availability or quality of habitat to the extent that the species
is likely to decline:

The total area of proposed vegetation clearance is small relative to same or similar vegetation types remaining
within the property and the surrounding landscape more generally and the Project area is not suitable for
breeding or preferred habitat of Southern Whiteface. Habitat degradation caused by domestic livestock
grazing is listed as a threat to Southern Whiteface and has already occurred to varying extents within the
Project area. Clearance is highly unlikely to modify, destroy, remove or isolate or decrease the availability or
quality of habitat to the extent that the species is likely to decline.

Result in invasive species that are harmful to a vulnerable species becoming established in the vulnerable species’
habitat:

Invasive species are not specifically identified as a threat to Southern Whiteface. The proposed vegetation
clearance is highly unlikely to result in the establishment of harmful invasive species within the habitat of
Southern Whiteface.

Introduce disease that may cause the species to decline:

The Conservation Advice for Southern Whiteface does not list any diseases as a threat to populations of the
species.

Interfere substantially with the recovery of the species:

There is no recovery plan for the species. The total area of proposed vegetation clearance is small relative to
potential habitat remaining within the wider landscape and is not suitable for breeding or preferred habitat of
Southern Whiteface. Clearance is highly unlikely to interfere substantially with the recovery of Southern
Whiteface.
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9Appendices

9.1 PMST Results
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