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1:50,000 location map, the site boundary is shown, which is in Clare.
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2.4 Details of the proposal

Plans for the construction of a dwelling with batter, soakage trenches, and driveway.

Page 8 of 49



Plans for construction overlaid onto a satellite image of the site.
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2.7 Development Application information (if applicable)

Zone: Rural Neighbourhood

Overlay: Native Vegetation

3. Method

3.1 Flora assessment

The following databases have been used to create a flora species list.

e Atlas of Living Australia
e NatureMaps

e Protected Matters Search Tool

The flora list has been refined to include only threatened flora that have been observed within a
5km radius of the site since 1995. This list is available in Appendix 2. Flora Species

List_12WhiteHutRoadClare.xIsx.

The site inspection has been carried out on Sundays, 8 and 29 March 2026. 14 hours in total have
been spent on site taking site and tree photos, identifying plants, taking evidence of animal activity
and collecting necessary data. The site has been divided into Vegetation Associations 1, 2 and

Scattered Trees.

The Suitability for fauna threatened species columns in the Appendix 3. Scattered Tree Assessment
Scoresheet_FinalPlans_12WhiteHutRoadClare.xIsx include one species that is classified as Rare, and
one that is classified as Vulnerable in the NP&W Act. These species have been determined by cross
referencing the fauna listed in Appendix 4. Fauna Species List_12WhiteHutRoadClare.xlsx with the
fauna that use scattered trees according to Appendix 8. Wildlife that use scattered trees from the
Scattered Trees Assessment Manual. This list has then been further refined by suitability to the

available habitat as shown in 4.2 Threatened Species Assessment. These two species, Falco
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peregrinus macropus (Peregrine Falcon) and Hieraaetus morphnoides (Little Eagle) that have been

found to be likely to use the Eucalyptus camaldulensis scattered trees on site.

Following the site inspection, some trees were not within the clearance area but it appeared that
their roots systems may be impacted by the digging and construction. Thus, the Tree Protection
Zone (TPZ) has been calculated for each tree and individuals that were close to any digging sites
have been tested for encroachment into the TPZ. The method used to calculate the TPZ is the
Australian Standard® AS 4970-2009 Protection of trees on development sites. Encroachment by
digging has been calculated as a percentage based on calculating the root area outside of where
the roots are to be cut into and dividing it by the entire TPZ. The loss factor for trees that are to
lost some roots has been determined as the closest possible value to the percentage loss

according to the equation below.

Area of roots to be lost

TPZ =
root loss D7

TPZ root loss is shown on the map on page 36 with this symbol:
The TPZ is shown on the map on page 36 with this symbol:
Area of roots to be lost is shown on the map on page 36 with this symbol:

Native vegetation data for the 20m asset protection zone for the batter has been taken and the
results are available in Appendix 5. Scattered Tree Assessment
Scoresheet_20mBuffer_12WhiteHutRoadClare.xIsx and Appendix 6.
Map_20mBuffer_12WhiteHutRoadClare.tif. These trees are not to be removed and do form part of

this clearance data report.
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3.2 Fauna assessment

The following databases have been used to create a fauna species list.

e Atlas of Living Australia
e NatureMaps

e Protected Matters Search Tool

The fauna list has been refined to include only threatened fauna that have been observed within a
5km radius of the site since 1995. This list is available in Appendix 4. Fauna Species

List_12WhiteHutRoadClare.xIsx.

4. Assessment Outcomes

4.1 Vegetation Assessment
General description of the vegetation, the site and matters of significance

e Landform is sloped towards 250° (WSW) with silty soil that is very hard on exposed areas
and softer under leaf litter covered areas.

e The site has some in situ rocks exposed

e The site contains two vegetation types, though similar, they have been split based on the
more degraded nature of one of the areas. The vegetation association is low grassland with
emergent shrubs and some tree seedlings or saplings. A second low grassland vegetation
association has more weeds, very few seedlings or saplings and fewer native grass species.

e Most trees on site have been measured, due to the changing nature of the plans to meet
the Mitigation Hierarchy and 20m Asset Protection Zone. 65 trees have been measured.
Please see Appendix 7. Scattered trees Summary table_12WhiteHutRoadClare for a
summary of all trees measured on site.

e The nearest NPWSA Reserve is the Spring Gully Conservation Park, this is 8.8km away. There

is also a few Heritage Agreements in the area, the closest one being 3.6km away.
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Site map showing areas of proposed impact

Scattered trees to be removed
Vegetation Association 1 (to be cleared

Vegetation Association 2 (to be cleared

Property boundary
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Photo log

Site map showing the location and direction of each site photo.

1. General site photo
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2. Location of dwelling site (View A)

3. Location of dwelling site (View B)
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4. Original driveway location

5. Site for driveway according to final plans.
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6. Original site for diversion and soakage trenches

7. Site for diversion and soakage trenches according to final plans
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4.3 Cumulative impact

When exercising a power or making a decision under Division 5 of the Regulations, the NVC must consider the potential
cumulative impact, both direct and indirect, that is reasonably likely to result from a proposed clearance activity.

The sources of likely impact clearance on native vegetation that have been considered and

addressed for this application are:

e Direct clearance for foundations and footings

e 1m buffer assumed to be cleared around the footprint of the entire construction. This
includes any potential soil compaction due to the application of fill under the batter. and
altered hydrology due to the construction of a hard surfaced batter

e No clearance required for fencing as it already exists

e No extra clearance for construction machinery as the driveway comes immediately off the
access road and leads directly on to the building site

e Severing of tree roots for the pipes and soakage trenches

e A 20m Asset Protection Zone around the dwelling

e The construction causing indirect clearance due to dust generation smoothing vegetation

All possible measures have been taken to reduce this clearance and the cumulative impacts. The
vegetation has been assessed as two types, bushland and scattered tree, to encompass all
vegetation to be impacted on site. The construction may generate dust that will cover vegetation,
to avoid this, the site will be wetted prior to construction works if the soil is dry. The clearance
requires a level 4 data report, though the planner has made every effort to reduce this clearance

and the associated cumulative impacts.

4.4 Address the Mitigation Hierarchy

When exercising a power or making a decision under Division 5 of the Regulations, the NVC must have regard to the
mitigation hierarchy. The NVC will also consider, with the aim to minimise, impacts on biological diversity, soil, water
and other natural resources, threatened species or ecological communities under the EPBC Act or listed species under the
NP&W Act.

a) Avoidance - outline measures taken to avoid clearance of native vegetation

The initial plans submitted by the client (below) required clearance of 670m? of low grassland with

emergent Acacia pycnantha seedlings. Sixteen Eucalyptus camaldulensis and 11 Acacia pycnantha












b) Minimisation - if clearance cannot be avoided, outline measures taken to minimise
the extent, duration and intensity of impacts of the clearance on biodiversity to the fullest
possible extent (whether the impact is direct, indirect or cumulative).

Native vegetation loss has been minimized by siting the trenches in a patch of lower quality
vegetation rather than in a group of mature, scattered trees. The house has been sited on a part of
the site with the fewest scattered trees, though this area has low grassland with emergent shrubs,
the grass coverage is quite sparse. The change in the driveway from the initial to the second set of
plans also minimizes native vegetation loss as scattered trees are no longer to be removed for the

driveway, though the same type of grassland exists there as the house siting.

c) Rehabilitation or restoration - outline measures taken to rehabilitate ecosystems that
have been degraded, and to restore ecosystems that have been degraded, or destroyed by the
impact of clearance that cannot be avoided or further minimised, such as allowing for the
re-establishment of the vegetation.

n/a

d) Offset — any adverse impact on native vegetation that cannot be avoided or further
minimised should be offset by the achievement of a significant environmental benefit that
outweighs that impact.

The NVC will only consider an offset once avoidance, minimisation and restoration have been documented and
fulfilled. The SEB Policy explains the biodiversity offsetting principles that must be met.

The offset will be paid as a monetary fee to the NVC fund.
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4.5 Principles of Clearance (Schedule 1, Native Vegetation Act 19917)

The NVC will consider Principles 1(b), 1(c) and 1(d) when assigning a level of Risk under Regulation 16 of the Native
Vegetation Regulations. The NVC will consider all the Principles of clearance of the Act as relevant, when considering
an application referred under the Planning, Development and Infrastructure Act 2016.

Principle of  Considerations
clearance

L, IR - B Relevant information

cc::nprises | Vegetation Association 1:

high level of

c[1o4ta 27 Native grassland with few emergent shrubs; six native and eight introduced
plant
species.

species.
Native Plant Species Diversity Score (max 30) from benchmark score is eight.

Vegetation Association 2: Highly degraded, weedy, native grassland with few

emergent shrubs; four native and five introduced species.
Native Plant Species Diversity Score (max 30) from benchmark score is 12.

Assessment against the principles

At Variance: Vegetation Associations 1 and 2.

Moderating factors that may be considered by the NVC

Less than 0.25% of the native vegetation within a 5 km radius to be impacted.

The proportion of Native Vegetation Patches within a 5km radius is 11%; this
roughly translates to 864Ha. Total vegetation removal is 1.4Ha which is 0.002%

of the remaining vegetation.

(4T ICH I B Relevant information

significance The scattered trees (not vegetation associations) provide habitats to support

several threatened fauna species. These species are listed in the table below
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Totals summary table

Economies of Scale Factor 0.50 SEB Uplift Factor 1.10

Rainfall (mm) Factor 2
$25,408.00
SEB Points of Gain/ha Factor / Management Cost ($/ha)

Total Biodiversity | Total SEB points Admm Total
score required Payment Payment

Application 4722 $8,669.11 $476.80 $9,145.91

6. Significant Environmental Benefit

A Significant Environmental Benefit (SEB) is required for approval to clear under Division 5 of the Regulations. The
NVC must be satisfied that as a result of the loss of vegetation from the clearance that a SEB will result in a positive
impact on the environment that is over and above the negative impact of the clearance.

ACHIEVING A SEB

[ ] Establish a new SEB Area on land owned by the proponent.
[ ] Use SEB Credit that the proponent has established. Provide the SEB Credit Ref. No.

[ ] Apply to have SEB Credit assigned from another person or body. The application form needs to

be submitted with this Data Report.

[ ] Apply to have a SEB to be delivered by a Third Party. The application form needs to be submitted
with this Data Report.

X Pay into the Native Vegetation Fund.

PAYMENT SEB

Payment of $9,145.91 required (including admin. fee)



[Type here]

7. List of Appendices

Appendix 1. Landowner permission to develop_12WhiteHutRoadClare

Appendix 2. Flora Species List_12WhiteHutRoadClare
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Appendix 4. Fauna Species List_12WhiteHutRoadClare
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Appendix 7. Scattered trees Summary table_12WhiteHutRoadClare

Appendix 8. Initial site building plans_12WhiteHutRoadClare
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Appendix 11. Second site building plans_12WhiteHutRoadClare

Appendix 12. Bushland Assessment Scoresheet_SecondPlans_12WhiteHutRdClare
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