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2.0 Purpose of the Clearance

2.1 Description

Barn HillWind Farm Pty Ltd are proposing to construct six meteorological monitoring masts (met
masts) southwest of Red Hill, South Australia (SA, the Project). The data collated by these met masts
will inform the wind resources necessary for the feasibility, and eventual operation, of the Barn Hill
Wind Farm (BHWF). The final mast locations have been selected to ensure coverage of the full wind
regime across the Barn Hill ridgeline system, with each position informed by engineering modelling,
landform constraints, and the need to obtain representative, spatially distributed data of the
proposed BHWF.

Barn Hill Wind Farm Pty Ltd have engaged Umwelt (Australia) Pty Ltd (Umwelt) to undertake the
relevant vegetation assessments within the area under application (the Project Area, see Figure 2.1).

21.1 Objectives

This assessment, in accordance with the Native Vegetation Act 1997 (NV Act) and the Native
Vegetation Regulations 2017, has the following objectives:

e Toundertake a desktop assessment for the likelihood of occurrence of conservation-rated
ecological communities, flora, and fauna, listed under the Commonwealth’s Environment
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) and the State’s National Parks and
Wildlife Act 1972 (NPW Act).

e To assess native vegetation within the Project Area by applying the NVC-endorsed Bushland
Assessment Method (BAM) (NVC 2024a).

e Toidentify any ‘Declared’ plants under the Landscape South Australia Act 2019 (LSA Act) and/or
Weeds of National Significance (WoNS) that may be significant in relation to the Projects
requirements.

o To calculate the Significant Environmental Benefit (SEB) offset obligations based on the latest
design provided by Vestas on 25 June 2026, which included temporary and permanent met mast
impact areas and access tracks associated with the met mast application.

2.1.2 General Location Map

The regional context of the Project Area is provided in Figure 2.1.
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2.2 Background

Two terms are used to describe the location of the Project:

e Project Area -the area where Project works are to occur (i.e., the disturbance footprint).

e Search Area-a5 km buffer applied to the Project Area used for the desktop component of this
Data Report.

2.2.1 Administrative Boundaries

Works are proposed in the Port Pirie Regional Council and the Wakefield Regional Council, within the
Hundreds of Barunga and Redhill, and the Northern and Yorke Landscape Management Region (DEW
2026a). There are no Heritage Agreement areas, conservation estates, or on-ground SEB sites within
the Search Area (DEW 2026a).

2.2.2 Interim Biogeographic Regionalisation of Australia

The Interim Biogeographic Regionalisation of Australia (IBRA) was designed to provide a framework for
reporting on geographically distinct landscapes. IBRA entities broadly describe areas of similar
topography, geology, soil, and vegetation composition.

The Project Area is represented by the Barung association of the St Vincent subregion, represented by
the larger Eyre Yorke Block bioregion (DEW 2026a). Approximately 4 % of the Barung association is
mapped as containing remnant vegetation, of which none is formally protected (DEW 2026a). As such,
native vegetation is largely concentrated on private land along fencelines, disused paddocks, and as
isolated scattered trees.

2.3 Details of the Proposal

The Project will entail the construction of six met masts on agricultural land southwest of Redhill, in
support of the proposed Barn Hill Wind Farm (BHWF). Three of these met masts are to be temporary
and will inform the resource assessment and technical design of the BHWF, while the remaining three
are intended to remain in situ and be utilised during its operational phase.

These structures will be constructed out of a three-faced guyed lattice masts with a maximum height
of 119 m. The foundation of the mast will consist of a single concrete base with a buried anchor
system, with guy wires in support of the structure at three 120-degree angles. At each angle there will
be two guy wires fixed to inner and outer anchor footings, each individually secured by a concrete
foundation. Each of the concrete foundations (n = seven per met mast) will require 100 m?of ground
works (700 m? per met mast) and will support permanent infrastructure.

A circular area surrounding each met mast has been included in the application to provide flexibility
for placement of the met mast and positioning of laydown areas and the driving of heavy machinery.
Although the full circle will not be cleared for construction of the met masts, as an unknown quantity
of soil surface is likely to be disrupted within the met mast radius, precautionarily the full area has
been applied for as part of this clearance application.
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Several of the met mast areas are on cropping land and several are irregularly shaped as they are
constrained by cultural heritage areas or access constraints.

Further, the proponent is intending to develop access roads necessary to facilitate the transportation
of equipment by heavy vehicle onto site. These are intended to be permanent and incorporated into
the BHWF design (in turn reducing the necessary clearance for that development’s advancement).
The access tracks are proposed at 8 m width with no specific clearing required for the met mast
construction, however they have been included in the met mast clearance application in case of
tracked equipment disrupting the soil surface.

All other disturbance required for the Project (i.e., material laydown areas) will be temporary;
however, for the purpose of this report, it has been incorporated under the presumption of a ‘worst-
case’ scenario for the maximum possible extent of impacts.

2.4 Approvals Required or Obtained

e Native Vegetation Act 1991 (NV Act) — The clearance of native vegetation is necessary to facilitate
Project works. This action requires approval under the NV Act, which is the subject of this Data
Report.

e Planning, Development and Infrastructure Act 2016 (PDI Act) - The BHWF received
Development Approval (DA) under the Planning, Development and Infrastructure Act 2016 (PDI
Act). However, the met masts were not part of the DA and the PDI Act will not be the approval
pathway for the Project (see below).

e Hydrogen and Renewable Energy Act 2023 (HRE Act) - The HRE Act is the relevant approval
pathway for all renewable energy projects in SA as of 11 July 2024. As such, a Renewable Energy
Feasibility Permit will be required prior to the commencement of operations (see Section 2.6).

e Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) - The preparation
of a Self-assessment or Referral under the Act is not considered necessary for the Project.

e National Parks and Wildlife Act 1972 (NPW Act) - The flora and fauna surveys conducted as part
of this native vegetation clearance application were undertaken by Umwelt staff under Scientific
Research License K25613-28.

¢ Wildlife Ethics Approval - Umwelt have ethics approval to conduct observational searches for
fauna across South Australia under How_18/25.

e Landscapes South Australia Act 2019 (LSA Act) — All landowners have a responsibility to
promote sustainable management of their environment, which includes minimising the
occurrence, transportation, and dispersal of weeds. This includes those listed as Declared plants
under the LSA Act.

o Standard procedures, such as those outlined in a Construction Environment Management
Plan (CEMP), should be in place to prevent the encroachment of weeds and to mitigate the
potential for other indirect environmental impacts.

e Aboriginal Heritage Act 1988 — Approval will be required if any sites, objects, or remains are
uncovered during Project works. A ‘Stop Work’ procedure must be implemented if any items of
this nature are located.
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3.0 Methodology

3.1 Flora Assessment

Flora assessments were initially performed by Accredited Consultants A. Carpenter and J. Skewes,
along with Ecologist M. Greer from 5 to 8 September 2023. All surveys were conducted in accordance
with the BAM. The flora assessments were performed over a broad area to inform the associated
BHWF design. Data from these surveys has been extrapolated and applied to the met mast
application.

3.1.1 Bushland Assessment Method

The BAM is derived from the Nature Conservation Society of South Australia’s Bushland Condition
Monitoring methodology (Croft et al. 2007). The BAM is used to access areas of native vegetation
requiring clearance to calculate SEB obligations.

Details of site selection/stratification and assessment protocols, and the biodiversity value
components assessed and the factors that influence these components are outlined in the Bushland
Assessment Manual (NVC 2024a). The Conservation Significance Scores were calculated from direct
observations of flora and fauna, and historical observations of conservation rated fauna species. Two
threatened species identified in the desktop assessment have been excluded from inclusion on the
scoresheets on the basis of inappropriate habitat requirements (see Section 4.2.3.2):

e Australian Painted Snipe (Rostratula australis) - listed as Endangered under the EPBC Act and
Endangered under the NPW Act.

e Common Brushtail Possum (Trichosurus vulpecula) - listed as Rare under the NPW Act.

Please note that these assessments were conducted as part of the surveys for the separate BHWF
application, with the relevant scoresheets adapted based on the proximity to the proposed Project
Area (EBS Ecology (EBS), now Umwelt) (2024). These scoresheets remain fit-for-purpose given the

similarity in vegetation composition between the dedicated BAM sites and that at the Project Area.

3.1.2 Threatened Ecological Communities

Two TECs were identified in the desktop assessment as potentially occurring: Iron-grass Natural
Temperate Grassland of South Australia (INTG) and Peppermint Box (Eucalyptus odorata) Grassy
Woodland of South Australia (PBGW). However, no Eucalyptus odorata woodlands were identified in
the broadscale vegetation mapping.

Grasslands that contain Lomandra spp., which have potential to be considered INTG, were surveyed
for in the vegetation surveys in 2023, and followed the criteria as outlined in the EPBC Act Policy
Statement 3.7: Iron-grass Natural Temperate Grassland of South Australia (DEWR 2007). INTG
condition classes for each patch of Lomandra Grassland surveyed were determined by searching for
and recording all species found within a 50 m x 50 m (or equivalent 2,500m2) quadrat within a
representative area of each patch. All species observed within the quadrats were then categorised
(i.e. broad-leaved herbaceous plant, perennial grass / tussock, disturbance resistant species) and
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compared against the benchmark criteria for Classes A to C, as outlined in the EPBC Act Policy
Statement (DEWR 2007).

Survey conditions for INTG were ideal in 2023.

The List of Rare and Threatened Vegetation Communities in South Australia’s agricultural regions was
reviewed to determine whether any vegetation associations impacted met the criteria for listing as a
threatened ecosystem at the State level (NVB 2026).

3.2 Fauna Assessment

A desktop assessment was undertaken to determine the potential for any threatened fauna species,
as listed under the EPBC Act and the NPW Act, to occur within the Project Area. Databases utilised to
obtain records of threatened species are detailed in the following sections.

3.2.1 Protected Matters Search Tool Report

The PMST report was generated on 9 February 2026 to identify flora, fauna, and ecological
communities listed under the EPBC Act as threatened within the Search Area (DCCEEW 2026a). For
the purposes of this assessment, only species identified by the PMST as ‘Known to occur’ were
considered for entry into the relevant scoresheets.

3.2.2 Biological Database of South Australia

A BDBSA data extract was obtained from DEW to identify flora and fauna species that have relevant
historical records (DEW 2026, Recordset Number: DEWNRBDBSA260216-2).

The BDBSA is comprised of an integrated collection of species records from the South Australian
Museum, conservation organisations, private consultancies, Birds SA, Birdlife Australia and the
Australasian Wader Study Group, which meet DEW’s standards for data quality, integrity and
maintenance. Only species with records since 1995 and with a spatial reliability of less than 1 km
were assessed for their likelihood of occurrence.

3.2.3 Field Surveys

Opportunistic observations of fauna were recorded throughout the Project Area for the duration of the
vegetation assessments. All native and exotic fauna species encountered—directly observed, or from
tracks, scats, burrows, nests, or other signs of presence—were documented. Potential fauna refuge
sites were noted as an indication of the availability of suitable habitat. For each opportunistic fauna
observation, the species, number of individuals, and GPS coordinates were recorded.

3.2.3.1 Bird and Bat Utilisation Surveys

Bird and Bat Utilisation Surveys (BBUS) were undertaken within the proposed BHWF development
area four times (one survey per season), commencing in spring 2024 and concluding in winter 2025
(Umwelt 2026).

Nine dedicated bird monitoring sites were established in 2023 as part of ongoing ecological
assessments, which sampled a range of habitats across the broader area (EBS 2024). This was
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3.3 Limitations

3.3.1 Desktop Assessment

Flora and fauna records were retrieved from the PMST and BDBSA data extracts.

The BDBSA only includes verified flora and fauna records submitted to DEW or partner organisations.
It is recognised that information is imperfectly captured, and it is known that significant species (such
as Flinders Ranges Worm-Lizard and Broad-leaf Nancy) occur in the Project Area that are currently not
reflected by database records, due to a lag time from submission of data to inclusion into the records.
Although much of the BDBSA data has been through a variety of validation processes, the lists may
contain errors and should be used with caution. DEW gives no warranty that the data is accurate or fit
for any particular purpose of the user or any person to whom the user discloses the information.

3.3.2 Spatial Data

All spatial data has been captured or converted to the following coordinate reference system.
Datum: Geocentric Datum of Australia 2020.

Projection: Map Grid of Australia 2020, Zone 54.

Accuracy may be reduced when converted from different coordinate systems.
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4.0 Assessment Outcomes

4.1 Vegetation Assessment

4.1.1 General Description of the Vegetation, the Site and Matters of
Significance

The Project Area is situated on a steeply undulating range, consisting of steep hills and gullies with a
shallow soil layer and large quantities of surface rock in areas that have not been cropped. The site
largely encompasses native pasture that supports livestock grazing, with a transition to cropping land
devoid of native vegetation cover. Several eroded drainage lines cross through the area under
application, and the site receives between 441 and 525 mm of rainfall per annum (DEW 2026a).

Native vegetation, for the purposes of consideration under the NV Act, was assigned to four vegetation
associations:

e A1-Themeda triandra +/- Lomandra spp. Grassland.

e A2 - Bursaria spinosa Shrubland +/- emergent Allocasuarina verticillata over Themeda triandra
and Lomandra spp.

e A4 - Austrostipa spp. Grassland.
e B9 -Mixed chenopod shrubland +/- Acacia victoriae ssp.

The field surveys encountered 79 flora species, which include 52 native and 27 introduced species
(see Appendix C). This included three conservation-rated flora species which may occur at the met
mast locations (for further discussion see Section 4.2.3.1):

e Cryptandra campanulata (Long-flower Cryptandra — listed as Rare under the NPW Act.
e Maireana excavata (Bottle Fissure-plant) — listed as Vulnerable under the NPW Act.
o  Wurmbea latifolia ssp. latifolia (Broad-leaf Nancy) — listed as Vulnerable under the NPW Act.

Of the introduced species, three are listed as Declared plants under the LSA Act (of which one is also
a WoNS) as follows:

e Echium plantagineum (Salvation Jane) — Declared.
e Lycium ferocissimum (African Boxthorn) — Declared and WoNS.
e Marrubium vulgare (Horehound) — Declared.

The field surveys (inclusive of BBUS and targeted surveys) encountered 37 fauna species
(Appendix D). This included two conservation-rated fauna species (for further discussion see
Section 4.2.3.2):

e Blue-winged Parrot (Neophema chrysostoma) - listed as Vulnerable under the EPBC Act and
Vulnerable under the NPW Act.

e Flinders Ranges Worm-lizard (Aprasia pseudopulchella) - listed as Vulnerable under the EPBC
Act.
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4.1.2 Details of the Vegetation Associations Proposed to be Impacted

The native vegetation associations under application are described in Table 4.1 to Table 4.4. Mapping
of the proposed impacts are available in Appendix A, with the relevant BAM scoresheets provided as
Attachment 1.
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Table 4.1 Summary of Vegetation Association A1

Vegetation Association A1-Themeda triandra +/- Lomandra spp. grassland

Benchmark Community NA 3.2 -Grassland
BAM Site(s) A1

Coordinates: Easting 237794, Northing 6274984. Photograph Direction: North.
General Description
A1 was identified as a dense grassland dominated by Themeda triandra (Kangaroo Grass), with Lomandra spp. co-
dominant along the margins of the vegetation association. Scattered individuals of Bursaria spinosa (Bursaria) were also
present. The understorey was relatively sparse, comprising primarily Vittadinia gracilis and heavily grazed Enchylaena
tomentosa (Ruby Saltbush). The association occurs on clay loam to loamy soils across high undulating plains and rocky
outcrops. Condition was moderate, with exotic species comprising approximately 30% of the understorey biomass,
including Hypochaeris glabra (Smooth Catsear), Sonchus oleraceus (Common Sow-thistle), Hordeum vulgare (Barley
Grass), Salvia verbenaca (Wild Sage), Sisymbrium officinale (Hedge Mustard), Avena barbata (Wild Oat), Moraea setifolia
(One-leaf Cape Tulip), Carthamus lanatus (Saffron Thistle), Arctotheca calendula (Cape Weed) and Erodium botrys (Long-
storksbill).

Overstorey Midstorey Understorey

N/A Bursaria spinosa Austrostipa scabra
Austrostipa sp.
Enchylaena tomentosa
Lomandra effusa
Lomandra multiflora
Themeda triandra
Vittadinia gracilis

Threatened Species or Community

This vegetation association did not meet the requirements of an EPBC-listed TEC. However, it is considered representative
of the state-listed Endangered Threatened Vegetation Community, Kangaroo Grass Themeda triandra grassland which is
typically found on red-brown loams with or without emergent trees.

The field surveys found two threatened fauna species within the Project Area which may utilise this vegetation association:

. Blue-winged Parrot (Neophema chrysostoma) - listed as Vulnerable under the EPBC Act and Vulnerable under the
NPW Act.

. Flinders Ranges Worme-Llizard (Aprasia pseudopulchella) - listed as Vulnerable under the EPBC Act.

Landscape Context Vegetation Condition Conservation

Score 115 Score 21.29 Significance Score 1.40
Total Biodi it
Unit Biodiversity Score  34.28 Area (ha) 0.13 otal Blodlversity 4.46
Score
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Table 4.2 Summary of Vegetation Association A2

Vegetation Association A2 - Bursaria spinosa Shrubland +/- emergent Allocasuarina verticillata over Themeda
triandra and Lomandra spp.

Benchmark Community NA 6 — Inland Tall Shrublands

BAM Site(s) A2¢c

Coordinates: Easting 238932, Northing 6282372. Photograph Direction: Northwest.

General Description

A2 was identified as an open shrubland dominated by Bursaria spinosa (Bursaria), with emergent Allocasuarina verticillata
(Drooping Sheoak). The understorey is highly diverse, containing an extensive assemblage of native grasses, forbs, and
climbers. The community is in excellent condition, demonstrating substantial regeneration of numerous species, with only
minimal exotic incursions largely represented by Avena barbata (Wild Oat).

Overstorey Midstorey Understorey
Allocasuarina verticillata Acacia nyssophylla *Avena barbata
Bursaria spinosa ssp. Austrostipa sp.
Cryptandra campanulata Lomandra multiflora ssp.
Rytidosperma sp.

Themeda triandra

* Denotes an introduced species

Threatened Species or Community
This vegetation association did not meet the requirements of an EPBC-listed TEC.
The field surveys encountered two threatened flora species within the association:

. Cryptandra campanulata (Long-flower Cryptandra) — listed as Rare under the NPW Act.
. Wurmbea latifolia ssp. latifolia (Broad-leaf Nancy) - listed as Vulnerable under the NPW Act.
The field surveys found two threatened fauna species within the vegetation association:

. Blue-winged Parrot (Neophema chrysostoma) - listed as Vulnerable under the EPBC Act and Vulnerable under the
NPW Act.

e  Flinders Ranges Worm-lizard (Aprasia pseudopulchella) - listed as Vulnerable under the EPBC Act.

Landscape Context Vegetation Condition Conservation
1.15 58.70 L 1.18
Score Score Significance Score
Unit Biodiversit L .
SC:)re' iversity 79.66 Area (ha) 0.69 Total Biodiversity Score  54.96
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Table 4.3 Summary of Vegetation Association A4

Vegetation Association

A4 - Austrostipa spp. Grassland

Benchmark Community

NA 3.2 - Grasslands

BAM Site(s)

Ada, Adf

Coordinates: Easting 235494, Northing 6280464. Photograph Direction: Northwest.

General Description

A4 was identified as grassland dominated by Austrostipa spp., with emergent Acacia victoriae ssp. (Elegant Wattle) and
Allocasuarina verticillata (Drooping Sheoak) in Ada. The community is in good condition, with only minimal exotic
incursions largely represented by Avena barbata (Wild Oat).

Overstorey

Midstorey

Understorey

Allocasuarina verticillata

Acacia victoriae ssp.

*Avena barbata
Austrostipa sp.
Lomandra multiflora ssp.
Rytidosperma sp.
Themeda triandra

* Denotes an introduced species

Threatened Species or Community
This vegetation association did not meet the requirements of an EPBC-listed TEC. However, it is considered representative
of the state-listed Vulnerable Threatened Vegetation Community, Spear Grass Austrostipa spp. Grassland, which occurs

as temperate grassland on low hills and flats.
The field surveys encountered one threatened flora species within the association:

. Wurmbea latifolia ssp. latifolia (Broad-leaf Nancy) - listed as Vulnerable under the NPW Act.

The field surveys found two threatened fauna species within the vegetation association:

. Blue-winged Parrot (Neophema chrysostoma) - listed as Vulnerable under the EPBC Act and Vulnerable under the

NPW Act.

e  Flinders Ranges Worm-lizard (Aprasia pseudopulchella) - listed as Vulnerable under the EPBC Act.

Landscape Context
Score

1.15

Vegetation Condition
Score

Conservation

Significance Score 1.35

Unit Biodiversity
Score

42.25 Area (ha)

Total Biodiversity Score 572.45
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Table 4.4 Summary of Vegetation Association B9

Vegetation Association B9 - Chenopod shrubland +/- Acacia victoriae

Benchmark Community NA 6 — Inland Tall Shrublands
BAM Site(s) B9b

Coordinates: Easting 245343.83, Northing 6281981. Photograph Direction: West.

General Description

B9 was identified as a chenopod shrubland occurring along linear roadside corridors on clay loam soils. The association
was characterised by a midstorey dominated by chenopod species, with planted Eucalyptus spp. forming an overstorey
within sub-association B9b. The community was subject to varying levels of disturbance, with the presence of exotic
species throughout the association. Declared pest plants Lycium ferocissimum (African Boxthorn) and Marrubium vulgare
(Horehound) were recorded, in addition to Arctotheca calendula (Cape Weed), Avena barbata (Wild Oat), Bromus diandrus
(Great Brome), Medicago polymorpha (Burr Medic), Salvia verbenaca (Wild Sage), and Sonchus oleraceus (Common Sow-
thistle).

Overstorey Midstorey Understorey

Acacia victoriae Duma florulenta Atriplex semibaccata
Enchylaena tomentosa Austrostipa sp.
Maireana aphylla Chloris truncata

Maireana brevifolia

Threatened Species or Community
This vegetation association did not meet the requirements of a TEC.
The field surveys found one threatened fauna species within the Project Area which may utilise this vegetation association:

. Blue-winged Parrot (Neophema chrysostoma) - listed as Vulnerable under the EPBC Act and Vulnerable under the

NPW Act.
Landscape Context Vegetation Condition Conservation
1.14 9.90 L 1.10

Score Score Significance Score
Unit Biodi it

nit Blodiversity 12.41 Area (ha) 0.06 Total Biodiversity Score  0.74
Score
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4.1.3 Photo Log

Features associated with the Project Area are presented below, in Photo 4.1 through Photo 4.3.

Photo 4.1 An example of the spider Photo 4.2 Wurmbea latifolia ssp. latifolia
burrows that were subject to (Broad-leaf Nancy) (State
targeted surveys for PBTLs threatened) recorded by the

field surveys

Photo 4.3 Representative conditions for much of the Project Area (i.e., native grasslands,
with large quantities of surface rock, that transitions to cropped farmland)
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4.3 Cumulative Impacts

When exercising a power or making a decision under Division 5 of the Regulations, the NVC must
consider the potential cumulative impact, both direct and indirect, that is reasonably likely to result
from a proposed clearance activity.

Direct impacts associated with the Project include:

e Theclearance of 14.43 ha of native vegetation. Clearance has been categorised into what will be
permanent and may be subsumed into the proposed Barn Hill Wind Farm (BHWF), and what will
be temporary with rehabilitation to occur.

o Permanent clearance (8.30 ha)
= A1-0.13ha
= A2-0.34ha
= A4-7.77ha
= B9-0.06 ha.

o Temporary clearance (6.13 ha)
= A2-0.35ha
= A4-5.78 ha.

Indirect impacts associated with the Project may also include:

e Thedispersal and importation of weed species through earthworks and the attachment of seeds
and other propagules to machinery and vehicles.

e Dust generation during construction that may smother adjacent vegetation.

e Altered hydrological processes that may inundate or dry vegetation.

4.4 Addressing the Mitigation Hierarchy

When exercising a power or making a decision under Division 5 of the Regulations, the NVC must have
regard to the mitigation hierarchy. The NVC will also consider, with the aim to minimise, impacts on
biological diversity, soil, water and other natural resources, threatened species or ecological
communities under the EPBC Act or listed species under the NPW Act.

a) Avoidance - outline measures taken to avoid clearance of native vegetation.

The location of the met masts has been determined to provide a dataset that best represents the wind
resources available for the proposed BHWF. The design is therefore limited to what is deemed
suitable from a wind engineering perspective. The proponent has, however, endeavoured to
concentrate the proposed infrastructure away from the more structurally diverse vegetation
associations known to occur in the broader area (EBS 2024). Further, clearance areas are to be clearly
demarcated by the proponent to ensure that contractors confine all works within approved zones.

Moreover, to mitigate the potential for direct impacts to FRWL (which are known to occur) within the
Project Area, a suitably qualified and experienced ecologist will perform supplementary targeted
surveys within and surrounding the application area prior to the commencement of works, with the
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option to microsite away from any detected individual(s) or relocate the individual to an appropriate
habitat area nearby, if micro siting is not possible. All relocation would be conducted under
appropriate permits.

Surveys for FRWL will be in accordance with the Survey Guidelines for Australia’s Threatened Reptiles,
as amended as per recommendations by the Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment
and Water and the Department for Environment and Water (pers. comm. H. Kent 2024, 2026). The
surveys will entail turning up to 200 suitable rocks per site, with site selection undertaken by a suitably
qualified ecologist stratified on the basis of suitable habitat features within the disturbance footprint
(e.g., abundant surface rock deposits, rock outcroppings, and decaying timber).

Appropriate avoidance and mitigation measures will be used for any other threatened species which
may be found during pre-construction surveys.

b) Minimisation - if clearance cannot be avoided, outline measures taken to minimise the
extent, duration and intensity of impacts of the clearance on biodiversity to the fullest
possible extent (whether the impact is direct, indirect or cumulative).

Where impacts to native vegetation are unavoidable, the design has elected to minimise the
clearance of structurally intact, more floristically diverse vegetation (A2) by encompassing areas of
more degraded vegetation in its place (A1, A4, B9).

Access roads, wherever possible, have incorporated existing farm tracks. Although these areas are
already disturbed and largely degraded with intermittent vegetation coverage, they have nonetheless
been assigned to the surrounding native vegetation associations — excluding in instances, where
confirmed, that the existing track incorporates non-native vegetation and/or is already capped with
road building material

c) Rehabilitation or restoration — outline measures taken to rehabilitate ecosystems that have
been degraded, and to restore ecosystems that have been degraded, or destroyed by the
impact of clearance that cannot be avoided or further minimised, such as allowing for the re-
establishment of the vegetation.

Clearance areas have been categorised as either ‘permanent’ or ‘temporary’. Permanent clearance
areas correspond to the access tracks, the concrete fixtures of the permanent met masts, and the
entirety of the temporary met mast footprint under the presumption that, if the BHWF is approved,
when the temporary met masts are decommissioned, the area will be subsumed fully into the wind
farm footprint. Temporary clearance areas relate to the permanent met mast footprint (minus the
permanent concrete fixtures and access tracks) as the infrastructure will be left in situ and therefore
the surrounding area will be rehabilitated. Rehabilitation works, to be undertaken in accordance with
the proponents Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) within three years of
construction, will consist of respreading stockpiled topsoil and ripping compacted areas, and
thereafter allowing for natural regeneration. This shall be supported through the management of
declared weeds within these rehabilitation areas.

d) Offset-any adverse impact on native vegetation that cannot be avoided or further minimised
should be offset by the achievement of a significant environmental benefit that outweighs
thatimpact.

Offsetting will be made by way of payment into the Native Vegetation Fund. Investigations have been
conducted into on-ground offsets, however no suitable offset was found.
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5.0 Clearance Summary

The clearance summary tables, Table 5.1 and Table 5.2, supply the SEB points accrued from the
proposed action. The total SEB obligations of the Project are summarised in Table 5.3.
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6.0 Significant Environmental Benefit

A SEB is required for approval to clear under Division 5 of the Regulations. The NVC must be satisfied that as a
result of the loss of vegetation from the clearance that a SEB will result in a positive impact on the environment
that is over and above the negative impact of the clearance.

ACHIEVING A SEB

Indicate how the SEB will be achieved by ticking the appropriate box and providing the associated information:
|:| Establish a new SEB Area on land owned by the proponent.

|:| Use SEB Credit that the proponent has established. Provide the SEB Credit Ref. No.

|:| Apply to have SEB Credit assigned from another person or body. The application form needs to be submitted
with this Data Report.

|:| Apply to have a SEB to be delivered by a Third Party. The application form needs to be submitted with this
Data Report.

|X| Pay into the Native Vegetation Fund.

PAYMENT SEB

The total SEB obligation for the clearance of 14.43 ha of native vegetation, with a combined TBS of
632.61, will be a payment of $501,019.79, including an administration fee of $26,119.52, into the
Native Vegetation Fund.

Investigations into on-ground offsets were undertaken in 2025, including field assessments and
discussions with landholders and the Native Vegetation Branch; however, a suitable on-ground offset
could not be identified (see Attachment 3 SEB Offset Investigation Report; Umwelt 2026).
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