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1. Application information  
Application Details 

Applicant: ElectraNet Pty Limited 

Key contact:  

Environmental Planning and Compliance Officer 

ElectraNet 

 

Landowner: Written permission will be provided once clearance consents are granted. 

Site Address: Lt 400 Shacks Road Commissariat Point SA 5700 

Local Government 

Area: 

Port Augusta City Council Hundred: Gillen 

Title ID:  CT/6097/373 

CR/5596/94 

Parcel ID D47644 A408 

D47644 A400 

 

Summary of proposed clearance 

Purpose of clearance Clearance is required for construction activity zones to facilitate the 

installation of two new Pi Pole structures on the western side of the 

Spencer Gulf between existing transmission lines and, tower 

strengthening, conductor and line hardware works on existing line 

sections.  

Native Vegetation Regulation Regulation 12 (34): Infrastructure 

Description of the vegetation under 

application 

2.6 ha of BAM1: Atriplex vesicaria low open shrubland with mixed 

chenopods and forbs on gibber plains, in moderate condition. 

Total proposed clearance - area (ha) 

and number of trees  

2.6 ha is proposed to be cleared comprising the same vegetation type, 

represented by BAM1 (Sample points A1a and A1b). 

Level of clearance Level 4 

Overlay (Planning and Design Code) N/A – not associated with a Development Application. 

Map of proposed clearance area 
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Mitigation hierarchy a) Avoidance  

• The Impact Footprint has been historically cleared for existing 

power poles and all vegetation present has since regenerated. 

Remnant vegetation beyond the Impact Footprint will be avoided.   

• Existing tracks will be utilised for access to avoid further clearance. 

b) Minimisation  

• The Impact Footprint contains less species diversity and a higher 

cover of weeds than the surrounding area. 

• Hygiene measures will be implemented to minimise / prevent 

weed spread and introduction. 

• Delineation of vegetation and / or ‘no go’ areas to be retained. 

• Where earthworks are not required within the Impact Footprint, 

less destructive methods such as rolling of vegetation may be 

implemented. 

c) Rehabilitation or restoration  

• Areas within the Impact Footprint without permanent 

infrastructure will be reinstated by surface levelling and raking 

vegetation back over exposed areas to allow the site to naturally 

regenerate.  

• Natural regeneration of this area to a similar condition is 

anticipated based on historical impacts, including most recent 

construction work relating to NVR 2017/3209/660. 

d) Offset  

• Offset will be made by way of payment into the Native Vegetation 

Fund. 

SEB Offset proposal A payment of $60,058.26 (including an admin fee of $3,131.00) is 

required to be paid into the Native Vegetation Fund. 

The impact footprint in BAM A1b only marginally falls within the 0.5 

Economies of Scale (EoS) area, while the majority of the Project Area lies 

within the 0.11 EoS zone, despite relatively uniform vegetation across the 

entire area under application. Therefore, the NVC may choose to revise the 

A1b scoresheet accordingly. This adjustment could substantially reduce the 

offset requirements from $60,058.26 to $19,467.19. 
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2. Purpose of clearance  
2.1 Description 
Jacobs Group has been engaged by ElectraNet (the Proponent) to undertake a Native Vegetation Assessment for 

proposed works on several Eyre Peninsula transmission lines. Review of the electricity transmission network has 

identified that transmission structure failures in the upper Spencer Gulf location are a network risk that may result in 

power outage to some regions that is longer than acceptable in certain scenarios. The project proposes to undertake 

augmentation to create power restoration options that are readily available, enhancing preparedness should a failure 

event occur. The project involves the installation of two new Pi Pole structures on the western side of the Spencer Gulf 

between existing transmission lines and, tower strengthening, conductor and line hardware works on existing line 

sections. The required vegetation clearance is for construction activity zones to facilitate the required works including 

installation of the new Pi Poles.  

2.2 Background 
The Project Area is located on either side of Shacks Road at Point Commissariat, within Crown Land on the upper Eyre 
Peninsula approximately 9 km south of Port Augusta, South Australia (Figure 1). The majority of the Project Area falls 
within the 0.11 Economies of Scale (EoS). However, the eastern-most portion (eastern pole footing) of the Project Area 
is bordered by an intertidal mudflat adjacent the Upper Spencer Gulf, which is within the 0.5 Economies of Scale (EoS) 
zone. The mudflat is beyond the Project Area, and all vegetation within the area under application (Impact Footprint) 
is relatively uniform (same vegetation association). The EoS has a significant impact on the Significant Environmental 
Value (SEB), therefore the eastern most pole footing location has had a significant impact on the SEB which may be 
considered by the Native Vegetation Branch.  To the east of Shacks Road, a minor drainage channel intersects a dam, 
and another slightly more vegetated drainage line is present to the west of the road, neither of which occur within the 
Impact Footprint. 

The Upper Spencer Gulf is crossed by three transmission lines (F1808, F1935 and F1809) as depicted in Figure 2. These 

three transmission lines provide electricity network connection to the Eyre Peninsula. To enable works to be undertaken 

on existing electricity transmission lines, vegetation needs to be cleared in the vicinity of the three transmission lines 

where construction vehicles require access for working space and material set down. Aerial imagery indicates past 

disturbance in the vicinity of the existing towers, although the area has substantially regenerated naturally. 

2.3 General location map 
The general location of the project area is provided in Figure 1. 

2.4 Details of the proposal 
To undertake the proposed works, significant vehicle and equipment movement will be required in the vicinity of the 

existing transmission towers. This area has previously been subject to substantial disturbance, with lawful vegetation 

clearance occurring during the original tower construction in the 1960s, and subsequently in the late 1990s and again 

in 2019 (ElectraNet 2018). As there is no ongoing requirement to maintain these cleared areas, vegetation has 

substantially regenerated over time, with the exception of a few existing tracks used for routine inspection and 

public/defence access. While it is difficult to determine the full extent of the original clearance, it is likely that a 

significant portion of the currently proposed clearance area was previously lawfully cleared for the installation of 

electrical infrastructure and has since undergone natural regeneration. 

The maximum estimated Impact Footprint for the Project is approximately 2.6 hectares (ha). However, clearance will 

be minimised wherever possible, in accordance with the mitigation hierarchy. Following completion of the works, the 

areas within the Impact Footprint without permanent infrastructure will be reinstated by levelling any surface 

irregularities and, where necessary, raking vegetation back over exposed areas. It is anticipated that the site will 

naturally rehabilitate over time, as there is no requirement for ongoing disturbance once installation is complete. 

Rehabilitation may be slower due to the arid environment. Future activities will be limited to infrastructure maintenance 

inspections via existing access tracks. Rehabilitation outcomes are expected to be consistent with the natural 

regeneration observed around the existing transmission towers (Figure 2).
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Figure 1. The general location of the Project Area. 



 

Page 9 of 36 

 

 

Figure 2. Transmission lines crossing Spencer Gulf (ElectraNet 2018). 
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2.5 Approvals required or obtained  

The following approvals are required or have been obtained: 

• Native Vegetation Act 1991 (NV Act) - This report fulfils obligations under the NV Act to apply to clear 

native vegetation.   

• Planning, Development and Infrastructure Act 2016 (PDI Act) - Approval under the Development Act is not 

required for this project. 

• Water Resources Act 1997 - No formally recognised waterways occur within the Impact Footprint. However, 

several creeklines occur in the vicinity of the Project Site and a Water Affecting Permit may be required if 

impacts to these waterways are likely to occur.  

• Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) - No significant impacts to 

Matters of National Environmental Significance (MNES) are expected as part of this Project.   

• National Parks and Wildlife Act 1972 (NPW Act) - Jacobs works under a Statewide Vegetation Survey and 

Passive Fauna Scientific Permit (Moyle_C25361-19). 

• Landscape South Australia Act 2019 (LSA Act) - All landowners have a responsibility to manage and control 

Declared weeds on their property. 

• Aboriginal Heritage Act 1988 – Engagement including site walk over with the local traditional owner group 

has been undertaken as part of the 2018 application survey. A ‘stop work’ procedure should be in place if 

items of Aboriginal or cultural heritage are uncovered during construction works. If artifacts are discovered, 

approval under the Aboriginal Heritage Act may be required. 

2.6 Native Vegetation Regulation 
Clearance of native vegetation is sought under the following regulation: 

Regulation 12 (34): Infrastructure 

(1) Clearance of vegetation—  
(a) incidental to the construction or expansion of a building or infrastructure where the Minister has, 
by instrument in writing, declared that the Minister is satisfied that the clearance is in the public 
interest; or  
(b) required in connection with the provision of infrastructure or services to a building or proposed 
building, or to any place, provided that any development authorisation required by or under the 
Development Act 1993 has been obtained.  

(2) In this clause— infrastructure includes—  
(a) flood mitigation works; and  
(b) an airstrip; and  
(c) a shipping channel; and  
(d) a public reservoir. 

2.7 Development Application information (if applicable) 
Clearance is not associated with a development application.    
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3. Method  
3.1 Flora assessment  
A desktop assessment was conducted to assess the potential for any flora species or communities listed as threatened 

under the EPBC Act or NPW Act to occur within the Project Area. To do this, a Protected Matters Report (PMR) was 

generated on 29 September 2025 to identify MNES under the EPBC Act (DCCEEW 2025a) and flora species listed under 

the NPW Act were generated using the NatureMaps Supertable (DEW 2025a). Only records since 1995, with a spatial 

reliability of less than 1 kilometer (km), within 5 km of the Project Area (Study Area, see Figure 1) were used in the 

Likelihood of Occurrence (LoO) assessment, as per the Bushland Assessment Manual (NVC 2024a). The LoO is based 

on recency of records, habitat preferences, detectability of individual species (i.e. flowering time and ability to identify) 

and the results of the field survey. Marine, wetland and aquatic species were omitted from the LoO due to the terrestrial 

nature of the Project Area. 

 

The flora field assessment was undertaken by Jacobs Senior Ecologist S. Greer (NVC Accredited Consultant) with 

ElectraNet representative R. Selfe on 2-3 October 2025. Although the Project Area is located within the South 

Australian Arid Lands Landscape Management Region, the Bushland Assessment Manual states the Port Augusta City 

Council local government area should be assessed utilising the Bushland Assessment Method (BAM). As such, the BAM 

was used to assess areas of native vegetation requiring clearance and to calculate the Significant Environment Benefit 

(SEB) requirements. As the vegetation association is consistent throughout the Project Area (with the exception of a 

dam and a waterway which were not assessed and will not be impacted), a single block (A) was used in the scoresheets, 

regardless of the distance between the Impact Footprints (separated by approximately 300 m between each). The 

Conservation Significance Scores were calculated from direct observations of flora and direct and historical 

observations of fauna species of conservation significance (discussed further in Section Error! Reference source not 

found.). Scores were averaged between BAM survey sites to generate the Unit Biodiversity Score (UBS), and the 

clearance areas, Total Biodiversity Scores (TBS) and SEB Offset totals were added together for the total value of the 

impacted BAM. 

The Provisional List of Threatened Ecosystems (DEH, in progress) was reviewed to determine whether vegetation 

associations within the Project Site meet the criteria for listing as a threatened ecosystem at the State level. 

 

3.2 Fauna assessment 
A desktop assessment was conducted to assess the potential for any fauna species listed as threatened or migratory 

under the EPBC Act or NPW Act to occur within the Project Area. The PMR (generated on 29 September 2025) identified 

MNES under the EPBC Act (DCCEEW 2025a) and fauna species listed under the NPW Act were generated using the 

NatureMaps Supertable (DEW 2025b). Only records since 1995, with a spatial reliability of less than 1 km, within 5 km 

of the Project Area (Study Area) were used in the LoO assessment, as per the Bushland Assessment Manual (NVC 

2024a). The LoO is based on recency of records, habitat preferences, detectability of individual species and the results 

of the field survey. 

All fauna assessed as known or likely to occur within the Project Area from the LoO assessment have been included in 

the BAM scoresheets. Species determined as unlikely to occur within the Project Site have not been included, but may 

be added in by the NVB.  Marine, wetland and aquatic species were omitted from the LoO and BAM scoresheets due to 

the terrestrial nature of the Project Area.  

The Project Area was traversed on foot. All fauna species that could be positively identified by sight, call, scats or tracks 

were recorded, and habitat suitability for the threatened fauna species identified in the desktop assessment was also 

determined during the field survey. 
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4.1.3 Site map showing areas of proposed impact 

 

Figure 3. Site map of the Impact Footprint, Blocks and BAM Survey Points. 
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4.1.4 Photo log 

 

Picture 1. Soil piles with sparse regeneration at A1b. 

 

Picture 2. African Boxthorn under TL footing. 

 

Picture 3. Vehicle access track at A1b. 

 

Picture 4. Carrion Flower at A1a. 
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Table 4. Summary of the level of risk associated with the application. 

Total clearance  No. of trees N/A 

Area (ha) 2.6 

Total biodiversity Score 162.34 

Seriously at variance with principle 1(b), 1(c) or 1 (d) BAM1 is seriously at variance with principle 

1(b).  

Risk assessment outcome Level 4 

 

4.7 NVC Guidelines 
Provide any other information that demonstrates that the clearance complies with any relevant NVC guidelines 

related to the activity. 

N/A  
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6. Significant Environmental 

Benefit  
A Significant Environmental Benefit (SEB) is required for approval to clear under Division 5 of the Regulations.  The 

NVC must be satisfied that as a result of the loss of vegetation from the clearance that a SEB will result in a positive 

impact on the environment that is over and above the negative impact of the clearance.   

 

ACHIEVING A SEB 

Indicate how the SEB will be achieved by ticking the appropriate box and providing the associated information: 

☐ Establish a new SEB Area on land owned by the proponent.   

☐ Use SEB Credit that the proponent has established.   

☐ Apply to have SEB Credit assigned from another person or body.   

☐ Apply to have a SEB to be delivered by a Third Party.   

☑ Pay into the Native Vegetation Fund (details provided below). 

 

PAYMENT SEB 

The SEB Policy states that if a SEB is required as a result of an approved activity undertaken under the Regulations, the 

applicant has a choice of either providing an on-ground SEB or a Payment SEB. However, if a proposed clearance will 

have an offset obligation of greater than 150 SEB Points Required, the NVC will first request that a reasonable attempt 

be made to identify an on-ground SEB before a payment will be accepted. 

If a proponent proposes to achieve the SEB by paying into the Native Vegetation Fund, summary information must be 

provided on the amount required to be paid and the manner of payment: 

Payment of $60,058.26 (including admin. fee) will be paid into the fund in full (i.e. not staged). Although <150 SEB 

points are required for offset, the Native Vegetation Credit Register was checked for credit options for due diligence. 

No current SEB Credit Areas are available within the Simmens IBRA Association or the Acroona Plateau IBRA Subregion. 
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Appendix 2. Bushland Assessment Scoresheets associated with the proposed clearance (to be submitted in 

Excel format) 

 

 

  




















