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4.2 Threatened Species assessment

4.2.1 Ecological communities of conservation significance
Nationally-threatened Ecological Communities

No Nationally-threatened ecological communities will be impacted by the proposed works

422 Flora of conservation significance
Nationally-threatened flora
No flora species of national conservation significance were detected during the survey.

No flora species of national conservation significance were identified by the database searches as occurring within a
5 km radius of the impact site. The Protected Matters Search Tool identified one Nationally Vulnerable species

(Acacia rhetinocarpa Resin Wattle) as "Known to Occur”, however this species has not been recorded within the
search area since 1975,

State-listed flora
Four State Rare species have been recorded within a 5 km radius since 1995 (Appendix 2):

e Acacia montana (Mallee Wattle) - Grows in open scrub on hard alkaline red duplex and grey-brown
calcareous loamy soils [1];

* Haegiela tate (Small Nut-heads) - Grows in saline, often gypseous habitats and often growing in samphire
flats or low chenopod shrubland [1];

¢ Maireana suaedifolia (Lax Bluebush) - Found on raised areas around salt lakes [2]; and

e Phlegmatospermum eremaeum (Spreading Cress) - Grows in open mallee on calcareous clay or loam [1].

Habitat at the assessment site may be suitable for all of these taxa, however none of them were observed within the
survey area. Phlegrmatospermum eremaeum is an annual herb and would not have been evident at the time of the
survey, particularly as the conditions were very dry.

4.2.3 Fauna of conservation significance

Nationally-threatened fauna

The database searches identified two species of fauna threatened at the National level, one of which (Blue-winged
Parrot) may find suitable habitat in at least some of the vegetation associations (Table 1).

State-threatened fauna
A further 13 terrestrial species of conservation significance at the state level have been recorded within 5 km of the
project area, ten of which may find suitable habitat in at least some of the vegetation associations (Table 1),

The fauna survey did not detect any species of national or state conservation significance (Appendix 3).
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4.5 Principles of Clearance (Schedule 1, Native Vegetation Act
79917)

The Native Vegetation Council will consider Principles 1(b), 1(c) and 1(d) when assigning a level of Risk under
Regulation 16 of the Native Vegetation Regulations. The Native Vegetation Council will consider all the Principles of
clearance of the Act as relevant, when considering an application referred under the Planning, Development and
Infrastructure Act 2016.

Principle of clearance Considerations
Principle Ta - it comprises vant information
a high level of diversity of | | Vegetation Association | No. Native | No. Introduced | Plant Diversity Score
plant species A2 33 4 30
A2b 19 5 15
A3 30 4 30
Ad 12 6 18

Assessment against the principles
Seriously at Variance (Plant Diversity Score 220):
- Vegetation Associations A2 and A3
At Variance (Plant Diversity Score 10-20):
- Vegetation Associations A2b and A4
Moderating factors that may be considered by the NVC
The proposed clearance area is very small (0.1%) relative to the amount of native
vegetation within a radius of 5 km.
Principle 1b - significance | Relevant information
as a habitat for wildlife One EPBC-listed species is known to occur within 5 km of the site and may use the
habitat:
- Blue-winged Parrot (Vulnerable).

Ten State-listed species may use habitat available at the sites:
—  White-bellied Sea Eagle (Endangered)
— Australian Bustard (Vulnerable)

- Little Eagle (Vulnerable)

- Elegant Parrot (Rare)

—  White-winged Chough (Rare)
— Shy Heathwren (Rare)

- Peregrine Falcon (Rare)

— Black Falcon (Rare)

- Jacky Winter (Rare)

—  Gilbert's Whistler (Rare)

Vegetation Association | Threatened Fauna Score | Unit biodiversity Score
A2 0.1 70.97
A2b 0 22.06
A3 0.06 61.93
Ad 0 2597
Assessment against the principles

Seriously at Variance (Threatened fauna score 20.05 / Unit Biodiversity Score >50):
- Vegetation Associations A2 and A3

At Variance (Vegetation Associations (Threatened Fauna Score of <0.05):
=  None

Maderating factors that may be considered by the NVC

A large part of the proposed route involves clearance of a narrow strip of roadside
vegetation and is unlikely to lead to a long-term decrease in population size or
reduce the area of occupancy of the species listed above.
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4.6 Risk Assessment

Determine the level of risk associated with the application

Total Na. of trees 0
Heprance  eles 3.805

Total biodiversity Score | 213.09
Seriously at variance with principle 1(b)
1(b), 1(c) or 1 (d)
Risk assessment outcome Level 4

4.7 NVC Guidelines

Provide any other information that demonstrates that the clearance complies with any relevant NVC

guidelines related to the activity.
Not applicable.
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