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To help your nomination be successful, please fill out this form with as much information as possible.   

Feel free to expand the answer fields as much as you require or append information to the form.  

 

Please note that places which have been nominated during past three years will not be reconsidered by the South 

Australian Heritage Council unless you can provide significant new information not provided through the previous 

nomination and assessment. 

 

For assistance with this form you may contact:  

Your local historical society or heritage adviser may be of assistance OR you may telephone an assessment officer in 

Heritage South Australia on (08) 8124 4960. 

 

A. Nominated Place 
 

1. Name 

Name of Place / Object: Semaphore Carousel 

Any other or former name(s):       

Is the place already on another 

heritage list? 

No 

 

2. Location 

Street Address: The Foreshore  

 Suburb / Town: Semaphore                                                  Post Code: 5019 

Local Council Name: Port Adelaide Enfield Council 

Land Description: 

(if  known) 

Title:  

       

Volume: 

      

Folio:  

      

Parcel Type: 

      

Parcel No:  

      

 Plan Type: 

       

Plan No: 

      

Section: 

      

Hundred:  

      

GPS Location/s: 

(If known)  

Longitude / Easting / X 

      

Latitude / Northing / Y (Datum =       ) 

      

 

3. Ownership 

Name of Owner(s): 

Contact person: 

(if different from owner explain relationship) 

Postal Address: 

Phone Number: 

Ownership History: 

 

 

 

4. Nominator (your details) 

Your Name/s: 

Organisation/Position: 

Daytime Phone: 

Fax:  
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Postal Address: 

Email Address: 



 

 

South Australian   

   HERITAGE COUNCIL 

Page 3 

SA Heritage Register 
Nomination form 

B. Description 
 

5. Description of nominated place or object 

Description of the nominated place or object and 

its current condition: 

 

The Carousel is located in the north east corner of Semaphore 

Foreshore, close to the jetty and Semaphore Road.  It is 

believed to be the largest operating carousel in Australia and is 

in good condition. 

Are you aware of any modifications or additions 

to the place or object?   

Can you provide dates for these changes? 

John Couper-Smartt (referenced below) notes that the 

Carousel was restored in 1973, and I understand that the 

current owner has recently completed some renovations and 

updates. 

Do you believe there may be historical items 

under the ground?   

Should an archaeological investigation  

be considered? 

I do not know. 

Date you inspected the place or object: I visited the Carousel on August 7, 2022. 

Have you had any contact with the Owner? No 

Current use of the place or object: It is an operational Carousel that opens on weekends 

(depending on the weather), public holidays and school 

holidays and can be hired for private functions.  It is managed 

by the Henley Rotary Club, who donate a proportion of the 

income to charity. 

Original or former use(s): N/A 

Are there any current or long term threats 

to the nominated place or object? 

 

The current Semaphore Foreshore Masterplan proposes to 

move the carousel from its current location to an area south of 

the jetty. Due to the associated cost and structural engineering 

risk, it is understood that the owner does not support the move 

and is contemplated selling the key components (the horses). 

There have been two other occasions in the recent past (in the 

1990’s and in 2011) when the Carousel has been under threat 

of being dismantled and component parts sold. 

Name of Builder: Len Northey 

 

Any other information: 

 

      

  

 

C. History 
 

6. Origins and history 

Years of Construction: Start:       Finish: 1927 

Name of Designer / Architect:       
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History of the nominated place or object: The history of the carousel is described by John Couper-

Smartt.  This is a summary: 

 There is a tradition of Carousels on this Semaphore site 

dating back to the early 1900’s when the ‘Port Adelaide 

Steam Riding Gallery’ (built by the Armitage-Hershell 

Company of Tonawanda, New York in 1890) was operated by 

Alexander Murphy 

 The present Carousel was built by Len Northey and originally 

erected on the Henley Beach Foreshore in 1927 

 With 40 horses and two carriages it was originally powered by 

a steam engine.  This was later replaced with a 1915 electric 

motor, making it the largest carousel in Australia and the first 

electric powered one 

 In 1936 it moved to the Jubilee Oval in Adelaide, where it was 

part of the SA centenary celebrations 

 In 1937 it was moved to its current location on the Semaphore 

Foreshore 

 Sold in 1973 to Brent Leighton and his son who restored it so 

that it was again operating every weekend 

 Frank Schirripa bought the carousel in 2014, after concerns 

that it would be dismantled, and the horses sold 

 Since then, it has continued to operate (with breaks for 

maintenance and upgrades) and is managed by the Henley 

Beach Rotary Club. 

Historical sources used to support  

your nomination: 

Please attach copies of pages from publications or 

newspaper articles as appropriate. 

The History of a ‘Commodious Harbour’ Port Adelaide, John 

Couper-Smartt, 2nd edition 2021. Pages 578 and 579 attached. 

 

Trove data base 
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D. Heritage Significance 
 

7. Statement of State Significance - Why is the place or object important to South Australia?   

It is of State heritage significance because it is  

1. A fine example of a historic carousel that is still operating.  It is well maintained and provides a historical 

perspective of Semaphore’s past. 

2. The only remaining attraction that remain from the Semaphore Carnival, which started in the early 1900s and had 

a range of side shows and attractions. 

 

 

8. Significance Criteria 

 

The South Australian Heritage Places Act 1993 lists seven criteria by which places are assessed as ‘State significant.’  

Please tick the criteria you feel the place demonstrates and explain your reasons. 

 

 It demonstrates important 

aspects of the evolution or 

pattern of the State's history. 

      

X It has rare, uncommon or 

endangered qualities that are of 

cultural significance. 

The carousel is a part of the cultural and social history of Semaphore, and 

is significant because of its excellent condition, and it is still in operation.  It 

is largely manufactured in South Australia.  The crown drive was cast in 

Whyalla, and the cranks that raise and lower the horses were forged by 

Forwood Downs in Adelaide.  The 40 wooden horses were hand carved in 

Melbourne (Ref. John Couper-Smarrt). 

 

 It may yield information that will 

contribute to an understanding of 

the State's history, including its 

natural history. 

      

 It is an outstanding 

representative of a particular 

class of places of cultural 

significance. 

      

 It demonstrates a high degree of 

creative, aesthetic or technical 

accomplishment or is an 

outstanding representative of 

particular construction 

techniques or design 

characteristics. 

      

X It has strong cultural or spiritual 

associations for the community 

or a group 

within it. 

The carousel has a strong cultural association for the community, both on 

the LeFevre Peninsula and more broadly across the state.  It has been in 

its current location at Semaphore for 85 years, and so has been visited and 

enjoyed by many generations. 

In days gone by a trip to the beach was often as much about the 

amusement rides and side shows as it was about the sea and swimming. 
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Carnival attractions were commonplace along Adelaide's metropolitan 

beaches. 

 
“Every January the train brought the Broken Hill miners and their families to 
the Associated Smelters tent camp on Strathfield Tce, behind the old fort. 
They’d been coming for years and that went on until well into the 1960s.” 
 
The thing I most remember about the sideshows is they faced back from 
the water, with back entrances from the seaward side, facing the lawns and 
catching the people. They were your typical sort of attractions, including a 
ferris wheel, the much-loved and celebrated carousel, dodgem cars, clowns 
with the rotating heads, the darts and the daisy air guns and, of course, 
various rides. The area was always packed on a weekend with crowds of 
very excited people.”  

~ Errol Chinner, Advertiser November 11, 2018 
Few of these amusements operate today, with the exception of the 

Semaphore Carousel. 

X It has a special association with 

the life or work of a person or 

organisation or an event of 

historical importance. 

The Semaphore foreshore has a long history as a South Australian holiday 

‘pleasure park’. The tradition of the Semaphore Carnival has its roots in the 

Semaphore Sports Day which began in 1892. Fairground rides and 

attractions have been enjoyed by generations of South Australians and 

visitors. A special Victory Carnival was held in 1945. There have been 

many special charity and other events since. Thus, the present Carousel, 

has made a strong contribution to a ‘fairground atmosphere’ as a place of 

historical importance since 1937, especially for the young and young at 

heart. 
 

   

 

E. Additional Information 
 

9. Images/Maps/Diagrams/Site Plans 

 
The following information provides additional background. 

A. Aerial photograph of the Semaphore Foreshore, with the Carousel circled in blue 
B. Article from The Advertiser, February 6, 1954 (Sourced from Trove) 
C. The History of a ‘Commodious Harbour’ Port Adelaide, John Couper-Smartt, 2nd edition 2021. 

Pages 578 and 579 
 
Note: It was not possible take to a current (useful) photograph of the Carousel.  It was planned to take  
photographs on Saturday, August 6 however, due to bad weather, the Carousel was not open and 
security/protective boarding was in place around it. 
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C. 
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The South Australian Heritage Council is committed to transparency in relation to the listing process and wishes to 

enhance public confidence in the nomination, listing and decision-making process.  The Council’s policy is to make 

nominations for State heritage listing and submissions on provisional entries publicly available via webpage or to interested 

parties.  The Council will adhere to the Privacy Principles and your name and personal details will not be released.  

 

I/we,  nominate The Semaphore Carousel to be 

heritage listed.   

 

The information I/we have provided is correct to my/our knowledge. 

 

Your Signature/s:                                                                           Date:  

   8/08/2022 

 

Nomination Form Checklist 

Please check that your nomination includes: 

X   A clear indication of the location of the place or object (including map/s). Where a number of features 

are nominated, show the location of each and/or a boundary surrounding the significant elements of the 

site. 

X   A history of the place or object explaining important aspects relevant to the nomination.  

This should generally help support arguments of cultural significance. 

X   A clear description of the nominated place or object/s. 

X   A statement of significance and indication on how the place or object satisfies one or more  

of the significance criteria. 

X   Have you taken the opportunity to discuss the nomination with a heritage assessment officer? It is 

strongly advised you to do so prior to submitting this nomination. 

 

 

 

Email: DEWHeritage@sa.gov.au 

Post: Executive Officer, South Australian Heritage Council 

Department for Environment and Water 

GPO Box 1047, Adelaide SA 5001  

  

mailto:DEWHeritage@sa.gov.au



